
St. Joseph the Worker Council 13359        Monthly Newsletter 

Volume XVII Issue #7                                       January 2020 

 

Grand Knight’s Report 

. 

Brothers, 

 

Happy New Year to you and your families.  

Thank you for making 2019 a great year for your 

St. Joseph the Worker Council and preparing to 

make 2020 even better. 

We need to continue to recruit new members 

and have a chance to take as many members 

through the traditional major degree on January 

25th at St. Vincent’s.  Please ask a Catholic gen-

tleman to join us that morning and become a 

part of the greatest Catholic fraternal organiza-

tion in the world. 

 

          Franklin Vaca                 Grand Knight 

This is your newsletter.  If you would like to see anything published please 

forward to me via email at dan.falstad@kofc.org.  Articles of interest to 

you, pictures from our events, and general questions about the church and 

parish are all great topics to address in the newsletter. 

Please follow up with any potential members and invite 

them to join us in charity for the betterment of the com-

munity and the church.  You or they can sign up online at 

knights.net and one of your officers will contact them for 

a degree ceremony.  Use your membership number as a 

reference or #2743823 and we will contact them immedi-

ately.  We look forward to a large group of new members 

ready to join our council at the Major Degree at St. Vin-

cent’s on January 25, 2020. 

 

. 

 HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU AND YOUR FAMILIES 



Franklin Vaca  Grand Knight  225 281-7876 

Andy Fischer   Deputy GK      612 418-7417 

David Miller   Financial Sec.  515 883-0316 

Larry Gervais   Chancellor     763 559-1944 

Aaron Manse  Treasurer        612 202-0608 

John Jordon     Warden          763 557-6997 

Jason Wollak Inside Guard    612 275-8160 

Dan Broten   Outside Guard 612 799-0519 

Kevin Gaffney     Recorder    763 257-2506 

Bob Fischer         Advocate    763 516-1024 

Fr. Mike Sullivan   Chaplain    763 425-6505 

John Yaeger           Trustee 3   763 420-5942 

Patrick Farrelly      Trustee 2   763 218-3816 

John Ruffing          Trustee 1   763 464-3240 

  

Upcoming Calendar of Events 

January 

       12    Pancake Breakfast   

       14    Membership  Meeting 

 February 

       11    Membership  Meeting 

   22,23  FMSC Meal Pack with parish 

April 

       18      4th Degree exemplification 

   May 

         2    Steak fry and raffle dinner 

              2019-2020 Council Officers Dan Falstad 

Field Agent 

612 310-5254 

Dan.falstad@kofc.org 

 

Have you made New Year’s resolutions this year?  
And do you realistically hope to stay on track with 
exercising and eating better?  How about those reso-
lutions to get the budget under control and make sure 
you have enough insurance to cover your family in 
case the unexpected occurs?  If you would like help 
with protecting your family financially give me a call 
any time for a free professional review of your insur-
ance needs.  Within reason, you are never old to con-
sider purchasing life insurance, and various types of 
life insurance can protect your loved ones in any 
stage of your life.  From paying off the mortgage to 
providing education funds in the event you pass un-
expectedly, or providing a source of income in retire-
ment, the Knights have products that can help you 
achieve your financial goals and provide peace of 
mind that your family will be protected.  If the chil-
dren are on their own, you or your spouse may wish 
to leave something behind to the church, a grand-
child, your favorite charity, or a caring friend.  You 
can use life insurance to leave a legacy tax free to 
whomever you wish without the time and expense of 
updating your will, trust, or final plans.  

If you are financially set and are looking to leave a 
legacy for your children or others, have you protect-
ed that legacy with long term care coverage?  The 
Knights have some of the best plans in the country 
and you may find it surprisingly affordable for the 
peace of mind that it provides.   

I look forward to discussing personalized coverage 
with you.  Call me anytime for details. 

 

Dan Falstad  

612 310 5254  

Dan.Falstad@kofc.org 



The Spring Exemplification into the 4th Degree of your Or-
der will be held in Walker, MN at Chase on the Lake on 
April 18, 2020.  The fourth degree is an excellent opportuni-
ty to involve your spouse and attend monthly dinners with 
her.  Contact Patrick Farrelly immediately if you are interest-
ed in joining.   

   Report of the Fourth Degree 

 The Sock Drive for Veterans is continuing.   Please contribute any color crew socks (men’s and wom-

en’s) to the boxes in St. Joseph Hall but refrain from tube socks. 

                                          Third Degree Dues 

Please pay your dues as soon as possible to help us avoid the cost and frustration of tracking you down.  Your 

invoice will show both mandatory assessments ($30 for regular members) and voluntary assessments which 

you can pay at your discretion.  You can mail your dues to David, drop in the KC folder outside St. Joseph Hall, 

or hand off to any officer. Please reach out if you have questions.  If you can’t afford the dues please speak 

confidentially to Franklin or David and the council will take care of these for you. 

A wonderful time 

was had by all at  

the 4th Degree’s 

Annual Ladies 

Christmas party 

and dinner. 



Please keep in mind that your Knights of Columbus offers the Catholic difference for: 

Permanent Life Insurance     Term Life Insurance 

– Insure Your Life for Life     – Affordable Protection for Temporary Needs 

Retirement Annuities      Disability Income Insurance 

– Income for the Rest of Your Life    – Shield Your Income from Illness and Injury 

Long-Term Care Insurance     Financial Planning Advice 

– Protect Your Assets, Prepare for the Future     – Complementary Professional Advice 

Your Newsletter 

 Please forward articles, pic-

tures, and suggestions for 

changes  to the newsletter to 

Dan.  This is your newsletter and 

you can include whatever you 

wish. 

If you are interested in fishing 

Lake of the Woods with your 

brother Knights please  contact 

John Jordan at 612 719-3834.  

We are considering expanding 

to 18 fishermen and 3 boats 

next year and leaving June 14th.  

The cost will be whatever the 

resort charges ($450 last year) 

with the $100 deposit plus $70 

for captain’s tips, service tips, 

and big and first and biggest 

fish wagers due up front.  Two 

days of travel and two days of 

fishing to be back Wednesday 

afternoon.  

A great time was had by all at the annual Christmas Party.  A big thank you to John and Pat 

for organizing, and for all who brought the wonderful food.  No one ever seems to go hun-

gry at this event.  Your editor is very poor at taking pictures at these events, so if you take 

pictures at any of our activities please forward to me at dan.falstad@kofc.org. 

The traditional first, second, and third degree ceremonials have been rolled 

into a combined degree open to your family and friends.  See details as 

well as the rationale behind this change on the following page. 



 
      Degree News.  

Many of you have heard that a resolution was submitted by the State of Illinois at the Supreme Convention recom-
mending that the Order review and consolidate the Admission, Formation and Knighthood degrees into a single 
degree that is shorter but still presented our lessons of Charity, Unity and Fraternity to candidates. The Board of 
Directors was given the task to develop such a degree for Supreme approval and implementation. Given the long 
shadow of our ceremonial history, it was a daunting task. 

The roots of our degrees trace all the way back to Fr. McGivney who, with the early first members, developed the 
First and Second degrees to present the lessons of Charity and Unity in one lesson. Later, the lesson on Fraternity 
was added by the Member Leaders. The culture during the late 19th century and much of the 20th century drove 
the Knights to refine their ceremonials to incorporate the idea of progressive development (successive degrees) 
and secrecy. After Vatican II, as the Church revived many of its earlier liturgies and adjusted its approach to more 
effectively serve the current culture of its members, the Knights needed to adjust to those same pressures from the 
emerging generations. 

Our younger members, the future of our Order, felt that the progressive degree sessions were too long and could 
be shortened and still teach the lessons of Charity, Unity and Fraternity. A major result was that more and more of 
our new members never progressed beyond the First Degree. They also objected to the secrecy associated with 
our degrees and in fact some saw it as an impediment to their joining the Knights of Columbus and that hindered 
our growth. 

These issues have been reviewed and discussed at the Supreme level for the last few years and this year the ef-
fort to reform our ceremonials is ready for release. 

Across the Order, we have witnessed a number of changes over the last few years to attract new members. These 
have included revisions to existing degree presentations, increased use of electronic media for communication, 
more dynamic and mediated advertising videos, electronic membership and revision of our Faith in Action cam-
paigns. 

All of our recent Pontiffs have relied on the Knights to help in the evangelization efforts of the Church, especially in 
these trying times. The Church is struggling and needs committed Catholic men to defend her and evangelize oth-
ers. This is a vital mission of the Knights of Columbus and we need more informed and committed Catholic men to 
join our ranks. All these actions are geared to reaching out more effectively to new eligible candidates and building 
the “strong right arm of the Catholic Church”. 

With that in mind, our new ceremonial is geared to presenting the lessons of Charity, Unity and Fraternity in one 
degree (much like Fr. McGivney did when he founded the Order) so that our candidates see the whole picture of 
what we are about in one session. 

There is no secrecy – this ceremonial can and should be given to members with their families in the audience, 
preferably in Church after Mass. The lessons have not changed, only the presentation style has changed and the 
secrecy has been deleted. After this degree the candidate is a full 3rd degree member. 

Just as society changes, so our institutions (our Church and our Order) must adapt without compromising our be-
liefs or principles. This new ceremonial does that. The new degree is the work of many ceremonial specialists at 
the Supreme level who have been working on this for the last few years taking inputs from brother Knights, study-
ing cultural changes in society and in our Church, and being sensitive to the needs of our upcoming younger candi-
dates who are the future of our Order. 

This New Degree is approximately 30 minutes long. The progressive implementation of the new degree is left to 
the State Deputy in each jurisdiction and the old ceremonials can still be used during the transition. 

The new ceremonial was written to be delivered in person but will be available on a DVD which can be used much 
like we use the DVD for the First Degree. 

This is such an exciting yet challenging time to be a Knight of Columbus! We need your active support more than 
ever in growing our Order through effective ceremonials. Be such men! 

 


