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  Grand Knight’s Report 

. 

Brothers, 

These are unprecedented times and I thank you for 

your patience as we work through the cancelled 

meetings and pancake breakfasts.  Since we can no 

longer raise funds by gathering, please consider 

donating to the council to continue to support our 

charitable programs.  Meetings will continue to be 

held via Zoom for the foreseeable future with a 

7:00pm start time on the second Tuesday of the 

month.  Details on how to call in are on page 5 of 

the newsletter. 

 We need to continue to recruit new members to 

ensure the future of the Knights and your council 

going forward .  Please ask a Catholic gentleman to 

join us and become a part of the greatest Catholic 

fraternal organization in the world. 

          Franklin Vaca                 Grand Knight 

 

This is your newsletter.  If you would like to see anything published please 

forward to me via email at dan.falstad@kofc.org.  Articles of interest to 

you, pictures from our events, and general questions about the church and 

parish are all great topics to address in the newsletter. 

 

           2nd Pandemic Edition 

Don’t lose hope.  This too shall pass.  Stay strong 

in your faith and continue to help out your fellow 

man and we will all get though this. 

This is our second month of isolation and not be-

ing able to meet, raise funds for charity, or even 

visit with our brothers, widows, and families.    

But we will get through it and come out stronger 

on the other end for our suffering.  Please contin-

ue to support the parish in your prayers and fi-

nancially in their dire time of need. 

Your officers have been meeting regularly and will 

have  recommendations  for funding of needy 

groups as we go through these uncertain times.  

Please join us at the Zoom meeting on May 12th to 

add your recommendations for funding and vote 

on how we can best support  the parish and our 

community.  Zoom Social Happy Hour to follow. 



Franklin Vaca  Grand Knight  225 281-7876 

Andy Fischer   Deputy GK      612 418-7417 

David Miller   Financial Sec.  515 883-0316 

Larry Gervais   Chancellor     763 559-1944 

Aaron Manse  Treasurer        612 202-0608 

John Jordon     Warden          763 557-6997 

Jason Wollak Inside Guard    612 275-8160 

Dan Broten   Outside Guard 612 799-0519 

Kevin Gaffney     Recorder    763 257-2506 

Bob Fischer         Advocate    763 516-1024 

Fr. Mike Sullivan   Chaplain    763 425-6505 

John Yaeger           Trustee 3   763 420-5942 

Patrick Farrelly      Trustee 2   763 218-3816 

John Ruffing          Trustee 1   763 464-3240 

 Upcoming Calendar of Events 

Due to uncertainty with virus control measures we 
will update the calendar by e-mail if events are 
cancelled. 

 May 

      12   7:00 Membership meeting via Zoom  

      16   State Convention (Delegates only) 

      30   Food Drive, St. Joe’s Parking Lot 

 June 

       9    7:00 Membership meeting via Zoom  

14-17  KC Fishing Trip to Lake of the Woods 

        

              2019-2020 Council Officers Dan Falstad 

Field Agent 

612 310-5254 

Dan.falstad@kofc.org 

Most of you know me as your Knights of Columbus Field 
Agent but before that I’m a Brother Knight and as such I 
wanted to send you a quick note that reflects the posture of 
the Knights of Columbus and my own commitment to serve 
you and your family in these unprecedented times.  

As a framework, I want to employ the five pillars that Su-
preme Knight Carl Anderson has pointed to as characteris-
tics found in men who, in time of crisis, not only survive but 
lead. 

First, we remain rooted in the truth of the faith. We pray 
for one another, for the sick and the dying, and for the 
Church and world. In this we remain true to Fr. McGivney’s 
vision of protecting families within the sure tracks of the 
Catholic faith. 

Second, the Knights can be counted on to step into the 
breach. When disasters strike, the Knights are there with 
prayer and work, supporting first responders, providing shel-
ter and assistance to those affected.  This time is no differ-
ent. Working together, we remain united and strong.   

Third, a Knight stays at his post. I understand that you have 
concerns about health, finances, job security, savings, retire-
ment, and these have only increased in these days. I am 
here to help allay those concerns and to answer any ques-
tions you may have.  

We are ready to suffer for the good. It has fallen to us 
agents and our Supreme Council leadership to roll up our 
sleeves and get to work so we can remain effective as we 
work remotely and maintain social distance. To that end, we 
are employing new technology that allows us to meet 
“virtually,” using a secure video conferencing software. It 
allows us to see each other, and to share a screen that fea-
tures forms and other graphics. 

Finally, a Knight maintains humble confidence. My commit-
ment to you, our members and families, remains steady and 
is built not primarily on my qualifications but on the 
strength of our Order, which has grown and strengthened 
over more than 135 years. Our Order is strong and our guar-
antees remain in place.  

As always, I stand ready to help.  If you or anyone you know 
are in need of assistance of any kind during these trying 
times, please feel free to contact me at 612 310-5254. 

Fraternally, 

Dan Falstad 

 



The Spring Exemplification into the 4th 
Degree of your Order has  been can-
celled.  Contact Patrick Farrelly immedi-
ately if you are interested in joining at the 
next scheduled exemplification tentatively 
scheduled locally at St. Vincent’s in July.   

   Report of the Fourth Degree 

     Officer Positions Open 

With the end of the fiscal year fast approaching we 

will be electing new officers for the coming fiscal 

year.  Any third degree Knights can hold an officer 

position so if you would like to help out and be nom-

inated for an office please let Franklin know.  No 

experience necessary and you will get plenty of sup-

port from your brother Knights.  Following is the list 

of proposed officers nominated for next year thus 

far.  

Grand Knight - Andy Fischer   

Deputy Grand Knight - John Jordan 

Chancellor - Treasurer - Aaron Manse 

Warden -  

Inside Guard - Francis McLaughlin 

Outside Guard -  

Recorder - Kevin Gaffney 

Advocate - Bob Fischer 

Chaplain - Fr. Mike Sullivan 

Trustee 3rd Year - Franklin Vaca 

Trustee 2nd Year - John Yeager 

Trustee 1st Year - Brodie Pederson  

Dear Brother Knight,  
 
A few days ago, S&P Global Ratings issued a report that ranked 
all of its rated North American Life Insurance Companies from 
strongest to weakest. You should be proud to know that your 
Knights of Columbus are tied for First!*  
 
The Knights is one of six companies - out of a total of 66 - that 
has an AA+ rating on financial strength, and a stable outlook. 
S&P also lists the Knights as having a “very strong” business risk 
profile, and an “excellent” financial risk profile.  
 
Financial strength and stability are on a lot of people’s minds 
lately, and it’s reassuring to know that the Knights stand tall 
among the competition.  
 
However, this unprecedented international crisis may be im-
pacting your family, please know that I am here to help you re-
view your situation and discuss how the Knights may be able to 
help. To respect social distancing protocols - we have transi-
tioned to virtual meetings. I can meet with you over the com-
puter whenever you’d like. 
  
So, let’s chat! Let me know some times that work for you, and 
together we can figure out how the Knights’ best-in-class finan-
cial strength can help protect you and your family.  
 
Fraternally, 

Your Knights of Columbus 

Field Agent 

 

Dan Falstad 

                

We plan to hold a virtual family fraternal benefits night for the dis-

trict on May 13th beginning at 7:00pm.  You will receive an invita-

tion via email and be able to sign in via Zoom to participate in a 

presentation of what the Knights are offering for you and your fami-

ly at this time.  Please download the Zoom application on your com-

puter or tablet and be ready to join us.  You and your wife will be 

able to ask any questions during the presentation and we will have 

information on the new tax laws as well as RMD requirements un-

der the recently passed SECURE Act. 

Downloading the Zoom application will also allow you to join our 

virtual meetings in the future.  It has been suggested that even once 

we are back to normal we may hold a Zoom session in conjunction 

with a live meeting. 



Please keep in mind that your Knights of Columbus offers the Catholic difference for: 

Permanent Life Insurance     Term Life Insurance 

– Insure Your Life for Life     – Affordable Protection for Temporary Needs 

Retirement Annuities      Disability Income Insurance 

– Income for the Rest of Your Life    – Shield Your Income from Illness and Injury 

Long-Term Care Insurance     Financial Planning Advice 

– Protect Your Assets, Prepare for the Future     – Complementary Professional Advice 

Your Newsletter 

 Please forward articles, 

pictures, and sugges-

tions for changes  to the 

newsletter to Dan.  This 

is your newsletter and 

you can include what-

ever you wish. 

If you are interested in 

fishing Lake of the Woods 

with your brother Knights 

please  contact John Jordan at 612 719-3834.  We can take 

18 fishermen and 3 boats this year and are leaving June 

14th.  The cost will be whatever the resort charges ($450 

last year) with the $100 deposit plus $70 for captain’s tips, 

service tips, and big and first and biggest fish wagers due 

up front.  Two days of travel and two days of fishing to be 

back Wednesday afternoon.  

John is taking the $170 deposits now so sign up and get your money to him to 
avoid being left behind! 

All Catholic men and their families are invited to join 

the Knights of Columbus through the online Exemplifi-

cation of Charity, Unity and Fraternity!  Men are invit-

ed to join the Order while their families may observe 

the lessons presented and appreciate who we Knights 

are and what we do.  Check with one of the officers for 

the next scheduled online exemplification.  You can also 

advance to the third degree by signing up for this exem-

plification. 

Thursday, April 30   &    May 7 

6:00 PM Central Daylight Time  

 

   9:00 PM Central Daylight Time  

 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001_mBg52BdANuw-08oQ_aZJHHv2jdsNo-RfwjioV6116O0pqJSUvw5ditdcOqiYxmBMROztOZqN7PBqJqx9huV7OCwp3BPeqEYKpYMFILejg_mQq9aUbGisuHvnfHR5XVQMXQvrBtleSRsOsSY_4qszwLIh1hjv1w7thuQ
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001_mBg52BdANuw-08oQ_aZJHHv2jdsNo-RfwjioV6116O0pqJSUvw5ditdcOqiYxmBksx-ggZQSKw8lA6uMprdIM5Y-ARAmF6vdEIiUaME1JL9EgxBSGUGQZraK3mUqc1hRa4pNy1ixWeHEEBNBEQN1SkunhpeunGw35Gn


You are invited to the KC general meeting.  

When: May 12, 2020 07:00 PM Central Time  

 

Register in advance for this meeting: 

https://us04web.zoom.us/meeting/register/
vp0qdO2tqDMoUNMyrfDKIa1M2O_3rR1MBQ  

Meeting password is 963134 

The May General Membership Meeting will be held on line with the following 

call in/video information. 

Greetings from your District Deputy 

Dear Knights of Columbus families,  

The Knights of Columbus are here for you if you need help. Please stay in touch with your Council, 

especially if you need food or other assistance.  We are committed to weathering this pandemic 

together.  Dan Falstad is still able to write insurance and help you with annuities.  Why not take 

some time to visit with him and make sure your family is as well protected as you can manage.  We 

know time flies.  Don’t get caught off guard.   

Our Councils have given extra money to CROSS and CEAP and provided help where asked.  Some are organizing food collections 

and food distributions.  Most are working to find the most pressing needs among the charities we regularly support and channeling 

funds to them.  It’s a time for shifting priorities, canceled and postponed programs and changed plans.  Supreme is active as well, 

sending more frequent updates and resources to leaders across the country.  Supreme donated $1 Million to food relief and chan-

neled it to the most hard hit areas of our country, while asking Councils to support the initiative if able.  Councils are reminded that 

we are part of a much larger organization and our combined resources, our unified action is incredibly powerful.  Often Councils 

choose to direct their giving locally and that is great because we want to help our neighbors.  It is possible that those same dollars 

could have more impact in another part of the country and that is what the Supreme initiative is intended to do.           

Our order continues to invite Catholic men to grow in faith and service together by joining the Knights.  The Supreme Council now 

offers an online exemplification of Charity, Unity and Fraternity which men can participate in and become third degree Knights in 

under 40 minutes.  Your family and friends can join right now!  They can become an online member through Kofc.org/joinus and 

then take their first second and third degrees.  First degree members can complete their journey to full Knighthood in less time 

than ever.  Contact your Grand Knight for the details on attending the new exemplification.   

Blood drives are on hold but your help is urgently needed to make a blood, plasma or platelet donation with MBC.  Make an ap-

pointment at MBC.org .  They are still collecting donations but only by appointment.   

I pray this pandemic will help us appreciate every human life for the amazing gift it is and renew our passion for saving lives any 

way we can.  We are Knights of Columbus.  Let’s change lives and saves lives for the greater glory of God, who loves us!  

I hope to see you soon! 

Patrick  

DD 52 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus04web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2Fvp0qdO2tqDMoUNMyrfDKIa1M2O_3rR1MBQ&data=02%7C01%7CDan.Falstad%40KOFC.ORG%7C27fd82de26fb46af03bd08d7d05e0572%7C8a4b69f88bb74be59eda6c40a157248c%7C0%7C0%7C6
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus04web.zoom.us%2Fmeeting%2Fregister%2Fvp0qdO2tqDMoUNMyrfDKIa1M2O_3rR1MBQ&data=02%7C01%7CDan.Falstad%40KOFC.ORG%7C27fd82de26fb46af03bd08d7d05e0572%7C8a4b69f88bb74be59eda6c40a157248c%7C0%7C0%7C6

