
 

 

Planning a 
Funeral  

St. Joseph the Worker Catholic Church 

Maple Grove, Minnesota 

 



 

PLANNING A FUNERAL                          
Planning for a funeral is not something most of us look forward to with joy and anticipation. 

However, we Christians know that death awaits us, not as a tragic ending, but as a passage into a 

new and indescribably marvelous life with God. As St. Paul says: "What eye has not seen, and 

ear has not heard, and what has not entered the human heart, what God has prepared for those 

who love him" (1 Cor 2:9-10). 

 

So, while planning a funeral may not make our list of favorite pastimes, most of us inevitably 

think about it from time to time.  Have you ever heard a song at Mass and said to yourself, "I 

want that sung at my funeral!”  Or have you heard a Scripture reading at a funeral that you knew 

in your heart was one you wanted proclaimed at your own funeral or perhaps that of a loved one? 

Have you thought about cremation? Or even the location of burial? In this day and age of people 

moving from state to state, often one of the most difficult decisions is where to be buried. Do 

your loved ones know your wishes? Do you know theirs? It is important to communicate your 

funeral ideas both informally and perhaps formally before a bereaved family is forced to make a 

great deal of quick decisions in a time of grief and stress. 

 

Planning a funeral involves both contacting the funeral home for burial arrangements and 

contacting the church to arrange the funeral Mass. When a loved one dies, those two phone calls 

set the funeral process in motion. 

 

While the funeral home handles many of the details of the burial, the funeral liturgy itself should 

be planned with the parish (763-425-6505). You will meet with a priest or a Funeral Ministry 

Team Member to plan the Mass and the activities based at the parish, including arrangements for 

a funeral luncheon, which is routinely provided by the parish, if you wish. More information on 

planning the liturgy can be found here. 
 

ADVANCE PLANNING 
Advance planning can be done years in advance, when death is not at all expected soon, or it can 

be done in cases of terminal illness or aging. Every funeral home offers advance planning 

counseling and sales, and in most cases advance-planning arrangements are transferable in case 

you move. 

 

As for the funeral Mass, advance planning can be a great source of inspiration and comfort. 

Reading and studying the Scripture texts the Church offers for the funeral Mass offers hope and 

peace for those anticipating death. Many people who are nearing death actually want to take part 

in selecting the Scripture readings, music, and other details of their funeral liturgy, but some are 

reluctant to bring it up with loved ones, for fear others will think they've "given up." Raising the 

subject of funeral planning for the first time can be awkward, but usually starting to talk about 

the funeral openly is a welcome subject. 

 

SHORT-TERM PLANNING 
Many times, of course, advance planning cannot be done, or has not been done. In this event, 

contact the funeral home and the administration office (763-425-6505) to initiate the process. 

You will meet with the funeral directors to plan the details at the mortuary, and you will meet 

with a priest or Funeral Ministry Team Member to plan the details of the funeral Mass and other 

rites. We will do our best to offer prayer, comfort, and support in your time of grief. 
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CATHOLIC FUNERAL RITES 
"Christians celebrate the funeral rites to offer worship, praise, and thanksgiving to God for the 

gift of a life which has now been returned to God, the author of life and the hope of the just. The 

Mass, the memorial of Christ's death and resurrection, is the principal celebration of the 

Christian funeral."  

~General Introduction to the Order of Christian Funerals, §5 

 

When a loved one dies, those left behind are filled with the conflicting emotions of intense 

sorrow and grief, coupled with Christian joy and thankfulness that the suffering is over and 

everlasting life in heaven is beginning. The Roman Catholic funeral rites offer a beautiful, 

profound journey through grief and loss to the joy of anticipation of the resurrection of the dead. 

 

The Catholic funeral rites consist of three components: 

 

1. The Vigil for the Deceased:  This is a time to celebrate the individual’s life. 

• Takes place before the funeral service. 

• Can be done at the funeral home the night before the funeral or at the church an hour 

before the service. 

• The format is very flexible.  It generally consists of scripture readings and prayers.  

Where these come from and what they consist of are changeable.  This is a good time to 

tell stories about the deceased, to give eulogies, to laugh and cry.  It might also be a 

rosary (led by family members), taken from Liturgy of the Hours for the deceased or even 

a Liturgy of the Word with a brief homily.  Please ask for a vigil planning service guide if 

you would like one for your Vigil Service.   

 

2. The Mass of Christian Burial: This is a time to give thanks to God for eternal life. 

• Celebrated at the church. 

• This is the primary celebration for Catholics to honor the dead and the saving work of 

Jesus Christ. 

• Due to the focus on eternity, eulogies are discouraged.  If they have not been done at the 

vigil, it is encouraged to have them at the luncheon.  If it is necessary to have a eulogy at 

the Mass, then only one of no more than 5 minutes is allowed.   

 

3. The Rite of Committal: These are the final prayers at the graveside.  It is a final 

committing of our loved one into the hands of God.   

• Takes place at the cemetery.  

• May be led by the priest, deacon, the funeral home or one of the family members.  

 

                          Here are some of the choices you'll need to communicate to the parish: 

1. 3 Scripture readings (see page 7-8). There are 3 readings.  One from the Old 

Testament, one from the New Testament, and the Gospel reading.  Please indicate 

the names of family or friends who will be proclaiming the scriptures. 

2. Music choices (see page 10) 

3. Is there a visiting priest? 

4. Do you want a funeral luncheon? Routinely provided by the parish with help from 

parishioners. This usually follows the funeral immediately and come before the 

burial.  The parish of St. Joseph the Worker does not charge for any of the funeral 

services.  A free will offering is accepted.   
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Family Information: 
 

Today’s Date:_______________________ 
 
NAME of the Deceased: _________________________________________________________ 
 
Age:_______________ M/F:________ 
 
Date of Birth:___________________________ Date of Death:________________________ 

 
 
Presider: (circle one) Fr. Mike Fr. Ron Outside Presider   

 
Place: (circle one) Worship Space Chapel (seats up to 110 comfortably)  
 
Date of Funeral:_______________________________ Time:_________________________ 
 
Funeral Home:_________________________________ Contact:_______________________ 
 
Address:______________________________________ Phone:________________________ 
 
Fax:________________________ Cemetery:_______________________________________ 
 
Visitation/Reviewal: (circle one) Funeral Home  Church 
 
 
Reviewal (one hour before Mass): (circle one) Yes/Body Present Yes/Ashes Present No 
 
 
Luncheon (complimentary): (circle one) Yes No 
 
Est. number for luncheon:_______________  After Mass: (circle one)  Yes No 
 
Tables____________ 
 
Easel_____________ 
 
# of Family________ 
 
Arrival time _______ 

 
 

(3) 

Contact person for planning: 

 

Name:____________________________________________________ 

        

Address:__________________________________________________ 

        

 Phone:___________________________________________________ 
 
Relation to Deceased: (circle one) Spouse       Son       Daughter       Other_____________ 

 



 

           
                                                                                    
MINISTERS FOR THE MASS 

 
 
Visiting Priest/Concelebrant/Deacon:______________________________________________ 
 
Reader 1: (first reading)___________________________________________________________  
 
Reader 2: (second reading)_________________________________________________________ 
 
Reader 3: (intercessions)__________________________________________________________  
 
Placing of the Pall:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Accompanist: (provided by the parish)__________________________ 
 
Cantor: (provided by the parish)_______________________________ 
 

Gift Bearers:________________________________________________________________ 

 

Eucharistic Ministers: 1)__________________________ 2)__________________________ 

 

   3)___________________________ 4)__________________________ 

 

Plate holder: (optional) _______________________________________________________ 

 
 Reader 1 proclaims the first reading.  He/she should approach the ambo after the opening prayer when all are 

seated.  Proclaim the reading with confidence, slowly and clearly.  We encourage this reader to come early to 

practice with the microphone. 
 

Reader 2 proclaims the second reading. He/she should approach the ambo after the singing of the Psalm and the 

cantor has returned to his /her seat.  Proclaim the reading with confidence, slowly and clearly.  We encourage this 

reader to come early to practice with the microphone. 
 

Reader 3 reads the intercessions. He/she should approach the ambo after the homily.  Proclaim the intercessions 

with confidence, slowly and clearly.  We encourage this reader to come early to practice with  the microphone. 
 

The Accompanist leads the assembly in sung prayer by accompanying the songs and ritual music.  The Worship 

Office chooses this person unless the family has a request for a specific accompanist.  

 

The Cantor leads the assembly in sung prayer.  The Worship Office chooses this person unless the family has a 

request for a specific cantor. 
 

 

Pall Bearers place the pall on the casket at the beginning of the Funeral Liturgy.  The Funeral Home personnel 

usually help with this action. 
 

Gift Bearers process in the gifts of bread and wine.  They can be friends, family members or church members.  

Following the intercessions these persons should go to the St. Joseph the Worker statue in the gathering space and 

get the bread and wine.  They then process the bread and wine to the altar. 
 

Eucharistic Ministers are persons who have been trained in this ministry of the altar.  They assist the presider with 

the distribution of Holy Communion.  The church usually chooses these ministers.  However, the family may choose 

these ministers with the help of the Director of Pastoral Ministry.  These persons approach the altar during the 

praying of the Lamb of God. 
  

Plate Holder is a child who would be interested in holding the communion plate for the presider. 
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ORDER OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS: Funeral Mass/Service 
 

ORDER OF THE MASS 
 
Introductory Rites 
  

Greeting 
Sprinkling with Holy Water 
Placing of the Pall  

 
Gathering Song:______________________________________________________________ 
 

Opening Prayer 
 
Liturgy of the Word  
 (Indicate the corresponding letter and number combination from pages 7-8) 

 
1st Reading:__________   
 
Responsorial Psalm: (chosen by Director of Worship) 

 
2nd Reading:__________  
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Gospel:__________ 
 
Homily  

 
General Intercessions (If Funeral Service “The Lord’s Prayer” follows the General Intercessions) 
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Liturgy of the Eucharist 

 

Preparation of the Gifts & Altar 

 

Preparation of the Gifts Song:_____________________________________________________ 

 
Prayer over Gifts  

 
 

Holy, Holy (chosen by Director of Worship) 
 

Eucharistic Prayer 
 
Memorial Acclamation (chosen by Director of Worship) 
 
Great Amen (chosen by Director of Worship) 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Lamb of God (chosen by Director of Worship) 
 

Communion Song:______________________________________________________________  

 

Prayer after Communion  

 



 
 

 
ORDER OF CHRISTIAN FUNERALS: Funeral Mass/Service 

 
Final Commendation 
 

Final Mass Prayer 
 
Prayer over Casket/Ashes 

 
Song of Farewell (chosen by Director of Worship) 
 
 
Concluding Blessing 
 
 
Sending Forth Song:____________________________________________________________ 
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Notes:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

      SCRIPTURE READINGS 
The Catholic Church offers a wide selection of Scripture readings for the funeral rites. You will 

likely find excellent readings from among this list, but you may choose another Scripture reading 

if another passage is particularly appropriate for you or your loved one. 

You will need to choose three (3) scripture readings for the Mass  

 

1. First Reading from the Old Testament (or from Acts or Revelation in Easter Season) 

2. Second Reading from the New Testament 

3. Gospel Reading 

 

A family member or friend may proclaim the first and second readings. The readers should have 

a good grasp of the principles of proclaiming the Word of God in public. We will provide you 

with copies of the scripture readings. Be sure to give the readers a copy of the reading in 

advance, and encourage them to practice the reading at the ambo (lectern) in church to get the 

feel of the acoustics and the microphone. 

 

All the passages listed below from the Order of Christian Funerals can be found in the book of 

scripture given to you by the Director of Pastoral Ministry.  Please know that the translation you 

may have in your Bible at home may not be the same as the ones approved for use in the liturgy. 

 

1. First Reading from the Old Testament. 

A1 Ecclesiastes 3:1-11  For everything there is a season. 

A2 Exodus 19:2-5   I bore you up on eagle’s wings 

A3 Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9  The Lord God will destroy death for ever. 

A4 Isaiah 40:1, 28-31  God gives comfort to His people. 

A5 Job 19:1, 23-27a  I know that my Redeemer lives. 

A6 Lamentations 3:22-26  It is good to wait in silence for the Lord God to  

save. 

A7 Sirach 25:1, 7-14  The three things my soul delights in… 

A8 Wisdom 3:1-6, 9  He accepted them as a holocaust. 

A9 Wisdom 4:7-15  Length of days is not what makes one honorable. 

A10 Isaiah 43:1-3, 49:16  I have called you by name: you are mine. 

A11Isaiah 49:1, 12-16  The called me from birth 

A12 Proverbs 31   She is a valiant woman, her roots are firmly planted.  
 

      2.   Responsorial Psalm (sung by the cantor). Please note that the psalm is chosen by the  

Director of Worship and are based on the Liturgical Season.  

 

3.   Second Reading from the New Testament Epistles. 

B1  Acts 10:34-36, 42-43  God has appointed Jesus to judge everyone,  

B2  1Corinthians 15:20-23 All people will be brought to Life in Christ. 

B3  1Corinthians 15:51-57 Death is swallowed up in victory. 

B4  2Corinthians 4:14-5:1 What is seen is transitory; what is unseen is eternal. 

B5  2Corinthians 5:1-8, 17 Our future destiny…we have a building from God. 

B6  Ephesians 1:3-5  The Father chose us in Christ, before the creation of  

the world… 
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Second Reading from the New Testament Epistles (continued) 

B7   Ephesians 3:14-21  …so that you may be filled with the fullness of God. 

B8   1John 3:1-2   We shall see God as He really is. 

B9   Philippians 1:3-7, 8-11 I thank my God for you… 

B10 Philippians 3:20-21  Our citizenship is in heaven… 

B11 Revelation 7:9-10, 15-17 God will wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

B12 Revelation 14:13  Blessed are the dead… 

B13 Revelation 21:1-7  There will be no more death. 

B14 Romans 5:5-11  Having been justified by his blood, we will be  

saved. 

B15 Romans 6:3-9  Let us walk in newness of Life. 

B16 Romans 8:14-23  We groan while we wait for the redemption of our  

bodies. 

B17 Romans 8:31b-35, 37-40 Who can ever come between us and the love of  

Christ. 

B18 Romans 14:7-9  Whether alive or dead, we belong to the Lord. 

B19 Thessalonians 4:13-14, 18 We shall stay with the Lord for ever. 

B20 2Timothy 4:7-8  I have competed well; I have finished the race 

       B 21 1 Corinthians 15:50-52 We shall all be changed 

       B 22 2 Corinthians 1,6-10  Leave the body and go home to the Lord 

 

4.   Gospel Reading (read by the priest or deacon only). 

C1   Matthew 5:1-12a  Rejoice and be glad…reward will be great in heaven. 

C2   Matthew 11:25-30  Come to Me…and I will give you rest. 

C3   Matthew 18:1-5  Unless you become like a little child. 

C4    Matthew 25:1-13  Stay awake, for you do not know the day or hour. 

C5   Mark 10:13-16  The kingdom of heaven belongs to little children. 

C6   Luke 7:11-17   Young man, I say to you, arise. 

C7   Luke 12:35-40  Be prepared. 

C8   Luke 18:15-17  Let the children come to me… 

C9   John 5:24-29   Whoever hears my word and believes has passed  

from death to new Life. 

C10 John 6:37-40   All who believe in the Son will have eternal life and  

I will raise them… 

C11 John 6:51-58   Whoever eats this Bread will life forever… 

C12 John 11:17-27  I am the resurrection and the Life. 

C13 John 12:23-26  If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it  

yields a rich harvest. 

C14 John 14:1-6   There are many rooms in my Father’s house. 

     Do not let your hearts be troubled. 

C15 John 15:1-6   I am the Vine 

C16 John 17:24-26  Father, I want those You have given me to be with  

me where I am. 

C17 John 20:1-10a  The resurrection of our Lord.  

C18 John 3: 5-17  No one can enter the kingdom of God without    

                                                      being born of water and Spirit. 

C19 John 15:1-5, 7-11    I am the true vine and my Father is the vine grower.   

C20 Luke 12:22-23,25-26,29-31  Do not worry anymore 

C21 Luke 24:13-16,28-35    The Lord has truly been raised.              
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EULOGIES 
A eulogy, or tribute to the deceased, has in the past often been inserted into the funeral Mass, but current 

liturgical guidelines strongly discourage this practice. 

 

The Order of Christian Funerals indicates that "a brief homily should be given at the funeral liturgy, but never 

any kind of eulogy" to replace the homily (OCF #141). This does not mean that the deceased cannot be spoken 

about in the homily, but that the Word of God must be primary. The homilist (priest or deacon) speaks the 

scriptural word that helps the assembly understand that the mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus is 

operative in the life and death of the deceased. 

 

In certain cases, a remembrance by a family member or friend during the funeral Mass may be allowed after 

communion. This must be arranged with the Priest or Funeral Ministry Team Member ahead of time. 

 

If permission is granted for a remembrance or eulogy to be given at Mass, the following guidelines MUST be 

observed: 

One person may speak for 3-5 minutes (Or two people may come to the ambo to support one another.) 

 

1. The remembrance should be brief. 

2. The remembrance should be well prepared in advance so that it is focused and stays within the 5-minute 

time limit. If possible, a copy should be given to the priest an/or Director of Pastoral Ministry in time to 

review it before the liturgy. 

 

A eulogy or eulogies are much more appropriate and successful when presented at the prayer vigil the evening 

before the funeral, not at the Mass itself. Families are strongly encouraged to utilize this option. 

 

SUMMARY 
The Catholic Church has two thousand years experience escorting the deceased into the Kingdom of Heaven, 

and just as much experience consoling those who remain behind. The Church's funeral rites offer an 

unparalleled avenue for remembrance and worship through the throes of grief into the comfort and joy of the 

resurrection. Prayerful preparation and planning of the funeral liturgy will help you and your loved ones deal 

successfully and gracefully with the ultimate rite of passage through death to life. 
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MUSIC FOR THE FUNERAL MASS 
The music for the funeral liturgy, as the music at all Catholic liturgy, should encourage the participation of all 

those present in sung prayer.  

 
  

 

 
MUSIC SUGGESTIONS* 

 

Gathering 

Amazing Grace  

Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)  

Be Not Afraid  

Gather Your People  

Give Us Your Peace 

Here I Am, Lord  

On Eagle’s Wings  

Open My Eyes  

You Are Mine  

 

Presentation of the Gifts 

Above All  

Amazing Grace  

Be Not Afraid  

Christ, Be Our Light  

Come, Lord Jesus  

Come to the Lord  

Eye Has Not Seen  

In Ev’ry Age  

Sacred Silence  

We Will Rise Again  

You Alone  

 

 

 

 

Communion 

Be Not Afraid  

Come to the Lord  

I Am the Bread of Life (Talbot)  

I Am the Bread of Life (Toolan)  

In Ev’ry Age  

Here at This Table  

Here I Am  

How Beautiful  

On Eagle’s Wings  

There is a Longing  

We Will Rise Again  

Worthy is the Lamb  

 

Sending Forth 

Fly Like a Bird  

I Know That My Redeemer Lives  

In the Day of the Lord  

Let There Be Peace on Earth  

Lead Me, Lord  

On Eagle’s Wings  

Prayer of St. Francis (Make Me a Channel of Your 

Peace) 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand  

Rise Up With Him  

Soon and Very Soon

 

 

 

 

 

*See Links listed on following pages 
 

 

 

 

                              (10) 

 



 

 

Gathering Songs 
Amazing Grace    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7n145-J8ejg 

Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrwkCOUOliI 

Be Not Afraid   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pEOt7yXCaJI 

Gather Your People  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y0KWKmRfY2k 

Give Us Your Peace 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g8b0voiHmrA 

Here I Am, Lord  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zBg-yDhM2KY 

On Eagle’s Wings  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jSzWaoMlmw 

Open My Eyes  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eo6gZAUuQ3E 

You Are Mine  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sgm9lkTNQmc 

 

Presentation of the Gifts 

Above All  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZvB-SfVRzOg 

Amazing Grace  

Be Not Afraid   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ptZV4s4qRY 

Christ, Be Our Light  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KMkfKXLcm5Q 

Come, Lord Jesus  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UVKPh5Vgnpc 

Come to the Lord  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OP0IBnpwfMg 

Eye Has Not Seen  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7jYgOQC82aU 

In Ev’ry Age  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nR3I-McnF5c 

Sacred Silence  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2THdei_kq4o 

We Will Rise Again  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ZXwahqXisU 

You Alone  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4LF1Rel8j7U 
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Communion 

Be Not Afraid   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ptZV4s4qRY 

Come to the Lord  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OP0IBnpwfMg 

I Am the Bread of Life (Talbot)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vrCN2sJpfvY 

I Am the Bread of Life (Toolan)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eI4ESwPb5D4 

In Ev’ry Age  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nR3I-McnF5c 

Here at This Table 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PaDcuRD6Bo8 

 Here I Am 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hhw6cXRM6o4 

 How Beautiful  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kJM0hFvz_64 

On Eagle’s Wings  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jSzWaoMlmw 

There is a Longing  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gP9BBz6fRkk 

We Will Rise Again 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_ZXwahqXisU 

 Worthy is the Lamb 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pjA-a04T_6M 

  

Sending Forth 

Fly Like a Bird  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FVeCJkjt8UU 

I Know That My Redeemer Lives  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e5QiGvDj7CE 

In the Day of the Lord 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-GlDd5wEqos 

 Let There Be Peace on Earth 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wRFNg-Eyt_0 

 Lead Me, Lord  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Qm5JG8zVhk 

On Eagle’s Wings  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5jSzWaoMlmw 

Prayer of St. Francis (Make Me a Channel of Your Peace) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxTCYQbUUNk 

Precious Lord, Take My Hand  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jHBzI_Jb-o4 

Rise Up With Him 

https://www.ocp.org/en-us/songs/15913/rise-up-with-him 

 Soon and Very Soon  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VxarZBxK0iQ 
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