
MEDIEVAL MAPS AND TRAVELOGUES: 
STATIONS OF THE CROSS-PART II 

When our family embarked upon road trips in our Oldsmobile Vista Cruiser (the station wagon with wood 
paneling and Vista-Roof skylights) to visit my maternal grandparents in Cape Cod, MA, one of the four Ubel 
kids tended to hog the Rand McNally Atlas. Said progeny, who prefers to remain anonymous, tried to figure 
out exactly where we were at any given moment. Having years before been excoriated for asking “Are we 
almost there?” after crossing the I-94 bridge into Hudson WI, he learned his lesson. Never again! Only a half 
century later would he be introduced to a 16th century Dutch priest and cartographer. A priest cartographer? 
If only I’d known– “I coulda been a contender…I coulda been somebody!” Enter Christian van Adrichem, 
who played a key role in the development of the Stations. He authored “Jerusalem sicut Christi Tempore floruit” 
(Jerusalem as it flourished in the time of Christ) that included several maps. 

Adrichem’s book (1584 A.D.) was significant in the development of the Stations of the Cross because it is this 
book/map that lists 12 stations which match those in our present version. (see inset with red arrows added) 
It was translated into several languages and circulated widely. But his map only reveals one step in the long 
process of development. The story goes back farther. So, how did we arrive at our 14 stations? Well, let’s just 
say that this was a process, a “journey” of sorts. The number neither fell out of heaven, nor was uniformly 
agreed upon in medieval times. The word “station” carried a technical meaning. From the Latin stationem 
meaning “a standing, standing firm,” it became used to describe “each of a number of holy places visited in 
succession by pilgrims” and dates from the late 14th century. But which places? There was no early consensus, 
which is precisely how traditions develop– organically over centuries. 

For example, there are generally accepted four versions of station #1: Jesus takes leave of his mother (less popular 
due to its difficult biblical grounding); The Washing of the feet (only in some 17th c. versions); Agony in the Garden, 
especially espoused in Jesuit versions; Jesus in the Praetorium of Pilate, the eventual “winner” in the received set. 
As Archbishop Marini noted in an article cited last week: “Some schemas of Way of the Cross include stations 
such as the capture of Jesus, Peter’s denial, the scourging at the pillar, the defamatory accusations at the house 
of Caiaphas, the mockery of the white robe at Herod’s palace, none of which are found in what was to become 
the textus receptus of the pious practice.” One such “station” (the scourging at the pillar) appears in the sorrowful 
mysteries of the rosary, a devotion of Dominican origin.  

Towards the end of the 13th century, mention is made of stations, not yet as a pious devotion, but as the path 
Jesus traversed on the way to Calvary. In 1294, an Italian Dominican friar named Rinaldo da Monte di Croce 
recounts how he himself approached the Holy Sepulcher “through the way, through which Christ ascended, 
bearing his cross,” indicating that this was the path of Jesus. Great fervor arose during the Crusades, the 
movement to recapture the Holy Sepulcher and with the stable presence of the Franciscans beginning in 1223 
A.D., the tradition began to solidify. We owe a debt of gratitude for their care of the Holy Places. Each Good 
Friday, parishes worldwide take up a special pontifical collection for the upkeep of these holy sites.  

While the 15th c. pilgrim William Wey (whom we introduced in last week’s bulletin) listed 14 stations, only 5 
of these correspond to our stations today. Prior to him, the path usually followed the reverse course– beginning 
at Mount Calvary and working back to Pilate’s house. William’s writings signal a change. Scholars believe we 
finally arrived at the set of 14 stations known to us today in Spain in the first half of the 17th century, especially 
in Franciscan communities. Given their consistent presence in the Holy Land, that would make sense. From 
the Iberian Peninsula it spread to Sardinia, then to Italy. Here, St. Leonard of Port Maurice proved to be a 
magnificent ambassador. He– more than anyone else– spread devotion to the Stations. He personally erected 
more than 572 Via Crucis, including the famous cross in the Colosseum to mark the Holy Year of 1750. A 
later government removed it. Thankfully, St. John Paul II arranged for a large cross to be placed front and 
center in time for the jubilee Holy Year of 2000. What goes around comes around! 

Some Catholic devotions include both biblical and extra-biblical elements. The “Hail Mary” has biblical roots: 
“And coming to her, he said, “Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you…blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb.” (Luke 1:28, 42) But the ending, “Holy Mary Mother of God, pray for us 
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sinners…” is extra-biblical. So too with the Stations. Several lack a precise biblical reference, such as the Lord’s 
three falls (stations III, V, VII), Jesus’ encounter with his mother Mary (Station IV) and with Veronica (Station 
VI). Far from troubling, this is exactly how tradition works. Passed down through generations, pious traditions 
arise as the sacred story of the paschal mystery reaches the ears of a new generation, informed by all that has 
preceded it. We have a sacred duty to do the same today! (To be continued) 

• Too many theologians? Many people complain that there are too many lawyers, but in the 22 pontifical 
universities in Rome, a total of 16,000 clergy, religious and laity are studying for various degrees! The 
oldest University is the Pontifical Gregorian University of the Society of Jesus, erected in 1551.  

• Even though Mark Houck was recently acquitted of a similar charge, the Department of Justice has 
charged eight pro-life advocates in Michigan with violations against the Freedom of Access to Clinic 
Entrances Act, (FACE Act). Passed in 1993, the Act was also written to prosecute crimes at pro-life 
pregnancy facilities and churches yet has been used almost exclusively against pro-life activists. 

• Letter vs. Spirit of the law. MLB has outlawed the “shift” whereby teams place three infielders on one 
side of second base, anticipating a batter’s tendencies. Two must stand on either side of second. So, 
teams in Spring Training have simply moved an outfielder (e.g., left field) to center and placed the 
centerfielder just past the infield line, creating a new version of the shift. Outsmarting the rule makers! 

• We invite you to join us for a special St. Patrick’s Day Mass, sponsored by the Hibernian Society. 
Archbishop Hebda will celebrate the Mass at 9:30 a.m. on Friday. Each year the Hibernians award 
scholarships to students at St. Paul Catholic high schools.  

• In honor of St. Patrick, Archbishop Hebda has exempted Catholics here from Friday abstinence this 
year. People living or physically present in the archdiocese can “enjoy the favor of the dispensation” but 
also are encouraged to undertake a work of charity, an exercise of piety or an act of comparable 
penance on some other occasion during the third week of Lent. 

Sincerely in Christ,  

Fr. John L. Ubel,  

Rector 
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