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Dear friends in Christ,
 The beginning of the new year always brings with 
it the promise of a fresh start. We make resolutions and 
hang a new calendar on the wall. Anything is possible! 
At CtR Catholic School, January marks the midpoint of 
our 2017-18 academic year so the new year means we’re 
halfway home. With chilly temperature outside it’s fun to 
think about summer days on the horizon.
 It’s been an eventful half year since last summer. We 
welcome our new principal, Mr. Dan Courtney, which 
was great, and then we welcome Hurricane Harvey, 
which was not great. Despite the hiccup in the schedule, 
the students and faculty banded together to live out our 
mission of “Inspired Learning.” I see that every time I walk through the halls. There is a real sense of purpose and 
desire to encounter Christ and to make Him known through faith and action.
 As we move into 2018 I believe that commitment to our mission will be further enhanced as we see the next 
phase of our campus take shape in the Redeemer Activity Center. When the RAC is complete – and we’ll be in it 
when the kids return from the summer break – it will stand as a culmination of our initial four years of growth 
and set us up for further success as we move into the future. I’m looking forward to seeing the first experiments 
in our S.T.R.E.A.M. lab, the first concert in our auditorium, and the hanging of the first championship banner (of 
many!) in our gym.
 Through our Crusader Fund, Steps for Students, the Chili Cook-Off, and so much more, we are able to 
provide a firm foundation so that every student in every classroom may continue to discover the wonder and joy 
of Christ in heart, mind and soul. Thank you for your commitment to Catholic education and to CtR Catholic 
School in particular. I look forward to partnering with you and our staff in the coming year to see that your child 
reaches his or her highest potential academically and spiritually.

Yours in Christ the Redeemer, 
Rev. Sean P. Horrigan, Pastor

Rev. Sean Horrigan, pastor

Dan Courtney, principal
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What comprises our CtRCS Advancement program?

THE 
CRUSADER 

FUND

ANNUAL 
CHILI  

COOK-OFF

STEPS 
FOR 

STUDENTS

CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN

GRANTS 
ANCILLARY
PROGRAMS



FROM OUR LEADERS

Dear Christ the Redeemer 
Catholic School Families, 
 I am truly honored and humbled to be writing these 
reflections as part of our first-ever Year in Review to our 
school community. It is our hope that this document will help 
clearly outline where we have come from, who we are, and 
most importantly, where we are headed. 
 In the fall of 2014, CtRCS opened its door to 172 
students, led by 20 staff/faculty. Today, we serve 432 students 
from 303 families and have a staff of 47. With a purpose to 
foster academic excellence with a love of God and neighbor 
that inspires children to become the leaders of tomorrow 
who proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ in words and action, 
CtRCS isn’t just any private school. CtRCS is a Catholic School where each child is valued for their individual gifts and 
provided an environment to fully realize these gifts. Let me take a moment to further outline how we are actively engaged 
in fulfilling our purpose of academic excellence and focusing on your child as an individual, unique child of God.  
 Academically speaking, we continue in our singular focus to increase the academic rigor throughout our school. In our 
middle school, we have modified our curriculum to include higher demands on each of our students in math and science. 
Our science program has gone from a focus on general sciences throughout middle school to focused curricular content 
at each grade level (earth science in 6th grade, life science in 7th grade and physical science in 8th grade). In math, all 7th 
grade students are now taking pre-algebra and our 8th grade students are learning algebra. 
 Our commitment to writing is a priority. Our workshop approach allows students to work as professional authors do - 
cycling through the stages of the writing process and receiving feedback that is essential to growth. In reading, by balancing 
whole group instruction with plenty of opportunities for students to select and read rich literature at their personal reading 
level, we maintain reading abilities and a love of reading grows, regardless of level.  
 We are proud of our focus on technology by allowing all of our students to have the latest in 21st century tools at 
their hands. We opened our doors as one of the first 1:1 device grade schools in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston. 
We understand that these resources not only help to individualize instruction and provide our students with the tools 
they need to succeed as they leave our care, they give teachers access to immediate feedback which helps drive their 
instructional decisions. Furthermore, teachers are able to create interactive, engaging lessons which are simply not available 
without these 21st century resources. 
 One of my top priorities as a principal is to get in the classrooms to observe our teachers and the students they serve. I 
have been so heartened to see that these technological resources are being used effectively. That is, not as a replacement for 
good teaching and learning, but as an additional tool in the tool belt. 

We know that good teaching pays off, and by balancing teaching with engagement in 
online learning opportunities, we create a blended learning environment which allows for 

students to be fully prepared for the rigors of high school and beyond. 
 Some of our most important work revolves around building our students’ love of God and neighbor. Through our 
community service efforts, which have included working at the Houston Food Bank, supporting the Our Mother of Mercy 
Catholic Church toy drive, supporting our friends and neighbors following the devastation of Hurricane Harvey, we know 
we are doing just this. We also have projects planned throughout Catholic Schools Week 2018 at the end of this month. 
 This year we are graduating our first group of 8th grade students! Following fall tours, we are proud to say that many of 
our students will be applying to the area’s Catholic high schools. Others are opting for private or public schools. Regardless 
of the school, we are confident that we will send them off equipped with the skills, character and faith needed to take on the 
challenges of high school. 
  Finally, the walls of our RAC are going up as I write this. This brings me to the importance of continued giving through 
our Crusader Fund (launching the week of Jan. 29), and donations to our Living Our Mission, Shaping Our Future Capital 
Campaign! We know that while tuition helps provide a Catholic education at CtR, it does not cover the cost to educate our 
children nor does it allow for us to continue to grow at the pace needed. We are grateful for our generous donors!
 I wish you and yours a peaceful and blessed 2018. Go Crusaders!

Daniel M. Courtney, M.A., M.Ed, Principal



EVENT GROSS EARNINGS EXPENSES NET INCOME

Spirit Nights --- --- $2,346.00

Used Uniform Sale --- --- $4,626.00

Steps for Students  $29,206.00 $659.00 $28,547.00

Annual Chili Cook-Off $65,835.00 $8,150.00 $57,685.00

2016-17 Events

Revenue

Expenses

Tuition & Fees $2,691,073.35
Fundraising  $145,123.16
BASP   $160,648.00
Student Activities $20,936.50
Interest  $9,118.00
Other   $87,711,00
Income:  $3,114,609.51

2016-17 Income

Personnel  $2,243,560.00
Facilities  $253,550.69 
Curriculum, Instruction $220,455.48
Operations $170,302.21
Total:  $2,887,868.38

2016-17 Expenses

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES



• Purchased more than 300 new library-bound books to meet accreditation standards
• Provided leveled readers for all classrooms and new writing curriculum
• Funded 2017-18 tuition assistance requests
• Donated to the construction of the Redeemer Activity Center

How were our 2016-17 fundraising dollars used?

Our fundraising goal
Christ the Redeemer Mission

&
To meet our purpose of fostering academic excellence with a love of God and neighbor that 

inspires and challenges our children to become leaders who proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in word and action in the best learning environment possible. 

THE CRUSADER FUND 
is a tax-deductible way to make a transformational difference 

in the lives of Christ the Redeemer Catholic School students and 
sustains the excellence of our learning environment. 

MAKE A GIFT ONLINE AT
ctrschool.com/crusaderfund


