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Extendicares, Care Homes and other Senior Facilities 

ZOOM LITURGY OF THE WORD was provided for the first time in level 3 and 4 facilities because of 

ongoing CO-VID concerns. This included WINTERGREENE, PARKSIDE, ELMVIEW and SUNSET starting in 

January, followed by OUTDOOR LITURGIES and/or MASSES from April to October, followed again by 

ZOOM LITURGIES to end of December. At the present time, by February 2022 with restrictions lifting, 

most facilities are now beginning to allow monthly Mass, which Father Steve presides with 2 trained 

ministers assisting. LITURGY of THE WORD and HOLY COMMUNION were provided by a trained minister 

at Harbor Landing Village, a level 2 facility, when she is available. Residents at The Williston (Level 2) 

are petitioning that facility to provide transportation to Mass.  

Other Developments to Support Our Care Homes 

The altar at Parkside was refurbished, and now is used by the Youth Ministry or Children’s Liturgies at 

CTK. Meanwhile, we obtained a smaller and more mobile altar from the Chancery for use at Parkside. 

We edited and printed, then had professionally bound our NEW Christ the King Book of Hymns for use 

in all our senior facilities. In honor of caregivers on World Day of the Sick on Feb. 11, our ministry did an 

outreach to staff in the Extendicares, providing coffee and donuts with messages of heart-felt 

appreciation. This coincided nicely with St. Valentine’s Day. On St. Valentine’s Day and during ADVENT, 

our CARE Card Ministry orchestrated outreaches to residents in long term care, which we coordinated 

with the teachers and their students at our local Catholic Elementary Schools. We distributed Palms for 

Palm Sunday, as well as ASHES for Ash Wednesday, only where permissible. 

CARE Call Ministry 

In Phase 2 of the CARE Call Ministry, we reduced the number of callers from 26 at the beginning of CO-

VID lockdown to 8 callers, each reaching out to as many as 70 parishioners at a time. It is with gratitude 

that we acknowledge the wonderful contribution of the many parishioners who dedicated themselves to 

reaching out to parish families through this ministry. In Phase 3 starting in June, we made ‘BACK to 

MASS’ CARE Calls, which ended in December 2021, at which time we finally obtained our goal of 

successfully contacting all parish families, with an additional goal to update our parish registry. An 

ongoing benefit of this ministry is that we can more effectively develop and refine outreaches that 

meet the needs of demographics within our parish family.  

CARE Card Ministry 

Many parishioners made home-made cards to use within the parish and in local Care homes, and we 

have increased participation of local Catholic Schools, with several classrooms providing CARE Cards 

for both Valentine’s and Christmas. We thank the many parishioners who have allowed us to recycle 

their Catholic calendars and inspiration cards, particularly with images of Jesus, Mary or the Saints. 

Parishioners, Mae D’almaeda and Rose Seale, both in their 90’s receive special mention for the 

professional grade quality of cards that they make using pressed flowers.  

 



ADORE Prayer Ministry 

During CO-VID, more parishioners were moved to participate in this ministry, in order to pray for the 

many needs of parishioners and for the ongoing evangelization of the parish. In the later months of 

2021, we edited, printed and had professionally bound our NEW ADORE Prayers for Eucharistic Holy 

Hour, which includes an additional 20 pages of prayers, novenas and other material to help guide 

parishioners in prayer during Adoration and Holy Hours. The original ADORE Prayer Book is being given 

along with Prayer Shawls to those who are sick at home or in hospital, to help them to remain in prayer 

with our parish family. We contributed to the booklet and ‘Holy Week Experience’ Project, providing 

suggestions of ways our parish family can live LENT and EASTER more fully, during the CO-VID lockdown. 

Our Ministry promoted the 40 HOURS or LIFE and encouraged participation of parishioners. 

Rosary Campaign - 180 rosaries to parishioners in the year before CO-VID, in conjunction a Marian 

Feastday. In 2021, we began to revamp our supply to repeat this campaign. Parishioners continued to 

donate rosaries and Holy Cards to our ministry for re-distribution.  

Funeral Ministry 

We support the parish by meeting with grieving families to plan the Funeral Mass, and to be a conduit 

for the Funeral Ministry Team, as well as between the parish, the Funeral home and the grieving family. 

CO-VID protocols in 2021 required our ministry to receive a complete list of Mass attendees at a 

funeral Mass and create a seating plan. It was a very interesting process, never to be forgotten. In 

2021, we regrettably said good-bye to our CWL Luncheon Coordinators, Marlene Hoffman and Yvonne 

Kruzeniski, who served faithfully for so many years, as they moved on to other obligations. The C.W.L 

then rallied and Susan Baiton volunteered to take on this role. We are so grateful to continue an 

amazing tradition in this parish of wonderful funeral luncheons. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

COMPASSIONATE HEALER’S MASS and BLESSING OF THE PRAYER SHAWLS on Sept 11/12. We were 

very blessed by our Prayer Shawl Ministers in 2021, who were able to provide more shawls than ever, as 

we experienced an increase in need from not only older parishioners and those experiencing loss and 

grief, but also among younger parishioners, or friends and family of parishioners. Prayer Shawl Knitters 

also provided shawls knitted from ‘blanket yarn’ to accommodate the growing need from a younger 

demographic suffering from illness or anxiety, and young moms and their babies who experienced 

illness and stress. Consequently, in 2021 we had more people receiving prayer shawls, and no shortage 

from our Prayer Shawl Knitters, as they produced 70 shawls this year alone. Notably, parishioner Olive 

Osiowy, age 93 has joyfully knitted dozens of beautiful shawls since her own cancer diagnosis, too 

many to count. It’s unbelievable! And thanks to those who received prayer shawls and then chose to 

give back by donating to this ministry, as we have been able to help our knitters to offset some of their 

costs by providing them with yarn now and then. THANKS BE TO GOD! 

Rides to Church 

Although we were unable to provide this service during most of 2021, Bobby George continued to 

generously offer rides when able. Riders pay $15 to get to Mass and back, and the parish supplements 

that by another $5.  


