
FALL 2021 NEWSLETTER

TO BE SAINTS IS NOT A PRIVILEGE FOR THE FEW,
BUT A VOCATION FOR EVERYONE.

POPE FRANCIS

NEW FACES, SAME MISSION!
In this newsletter, you will read spotlights our new Chaplain, Father 
Thomas More Barba, and new campus minister, Caroline Corcoran. These 
two new additions to our Tulane Catholic family will share their vision for 
the Tulane Catholic Center for the years to come!

Above:  Ministry Leadership Team (Caroline, Garrett, Fr. Thomas More Barba, O.P., Lisa, 
Morgan) with Tulane President, Mike Fitts.  Left & Bottom Left:  Students gather to hear 
President Mike Fitts at the annual Porch Party:  “Everyone who comes to Tulane has 
to find their home and their place, and this institution is so important in finding a 
family here. I encourage you to take part in Tulane Catholic.”

We invite you to come back home! 
Tulane Catholic Homecoming Reunion

Nov. 12th, 10am-12:30pm | Morning of Prayer
Nov. 13th | Tailgating before the game

Nov. 14th | Mass: 10 am & 5 pm



We offered students free hamburgers 
and hotdogs for their first day of school. 
Everyone enjoyed visiting and meeting 
new faces on the front porch.

A VISION OF TULANE CATHOLIC

Fr. Thomas More Barba, O.P.  |  Chaplain & Director
frthomasmore@tulanecatholic.org

Connect with us!
catholic.tulane.edu

“tulanecatholic”
on Instagram, 

Facebook & Twitter

SAVE 

THE 
DATE

“The most convincing demonstration of [the truth of 
the Christian faith] against every denial, are the 
saints, and the beauty that the faith has generated.”  

Spoken first as Joseph Ratzinger, and then as Pope Benedict XVI, 
these words express a truth about our Catholic faith that is alive 
and well at Tulane Catholic.

It is a great responsibility and an honor to serve as the new 
chaplain and director, and I am blessed to serve a community 
that has been formed to be active recipients of God’s grace.

I want the students to fall deeply in love 
with our Catholic faith!  

I want Catholics and non-Catholics to recognize the great joy 
and responsibility of being a member of the Church and see in 
our faith the answers to the deepest longing of their heart and 
mind.  Our faith encompasses the totality of what it means to be 
a human person: it challenges our intellect to pursue the Truth; 
it stirs our heart to love the Good; it draws us to the Beautiful.

Tulane Catholic is more than the “chaplain’s office.”  The 
responsibility to encounter and form students in faith is shared 
by everyone, including the students themselves.  Thank you for 
supporting our mission to form students into saints!

ADAM BLAI
3rd Annual Tulane Catholic Keynote
February 9th   |  7pm  |  Dixon Hall



My job as Campus Minister fits into the broader mission of 
Tulane Catholic through my role as head of Formation.  
While working along Fr. Thomas More, I am in charge of 

Catechizing our students and teaching them the faith.  C.S. Lewis 
says, “I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: 
not only because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.”  
My desire for the students is that they are able to go through 
life with the light of Christ illuminating their decisions in their studies, their friendships, their 
interactions with others, their entire life.  By forming them in Christ, they are able to allow His 
light to permeate through every part of their life and their spheres of influence to be able to shine 
that light to everyone who needs it.  Also, when their opinions on Truth and faith is challenged by 
their peers, professors, family, or friends, I want them to be able to turn to the rich tradition of our 
forefathers and give a well-thought reason for their views.  Some concrete ways of getting there are 
through our current programs like RCIA, the Thomistic Institute, and Catholic Relief Services:
 

 

 

MEET CAROLINEMEET CAROLINE
ONE OF OUR NEWEST TEAM MEMBERS

Catholic Relief Services, or CRS, is an awesome way 
for our students to effect change around the world and 
be their local lawmakers, and write to congress and the 
senate to enact global policies to help 
serve the poor.  It is a way for Tulane 
students to create real change to shine 
the light of Christ on a global scale. 
Recruitment will start this spring.

RCIA is a beautiful thing that 
is very close to my heart. RCIA, 
the Rite of Christian Initiation for 
Adults, is a special rite in which 
students who wish to become 
Catholic learn more about the 
faith and its traditions.  As a 
convert myself who has gone 
through RCIA, I am excited and 
humbled to teach and walk with 
students (four this year!) towards 
the beautiful Catholic family.  We 
will be meeting weekly to learn 
more about how to follow Christ 
and more about His incredible 
Church, so please pray for us.  

The Thomistic Institute is a wonderful arm of the 
Dominican House of Studies in DC.  We are working to 
start a chapter here at Tulane which will bring speakers 
from all over the country to speak on campus for all Tulane 
students on current issues from a thomistic viewpoint.  We 
hope to shine Truth into issues many of these students are 
wrestling with. 



Tell me about your professor.
“Dr. Delio encourages students to push 
themselves, using reason and analytical 
thinking to discuss questions related to 
a religious and socio-cultural theme that 
changes each semester.”

How has taking an IKON Institute course 
impacted your faith life?

“Getting the chance to articulate my faith 
and discuss Catholicism in a low-stakes, 
judgment-free environment also makes me 
feel a lot more confident in the event that I am 
discussing my faith or am questioned about 
my faith in other environments.”

What would you say to a student who is 
considering taking a class?

“It’s a low-pressure, low-stakes environment 
where your only goal is to LEARN. Often in 
classes at Tulane, the emphasis on assessments 
and assignments gets us away from the key 
task of learning and understanding. At IKON, 
the only goal is to learn and grow intellectually 
with other Catholics, which I think is a really 
refreshing change.”

The Newman Idea is currently 
meeting on Thursdays from 
4:30-5:30pm. The class can be 
attended in person or on Zoom.
For more information visit: 

www.newmanidea.org

NEW STUDENT 
ORIENTATION & 
FALL WELCOME

(1) Hurricane Ida didn’t stop Tulane Catholic from living out 
mission from our dispersed places. The staff,  FOCUS team, and 
students still managed to stay connected via Zoom through 
Bible studies, group prayer, and game nights. (2) Our Student 
Leadership and FOCUS team spent time on campus chatting 
with students for Fall Welcome.  (3) Freshman students gather 
after Mass for our annual Porch Party with President Mike Fitts. 
(4) A group of Freshman women gather for Sunday brunch at 
the Commons.
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MEET 
MAX
Max is a senior from Franklin, TN.  
He is majoring in Management and 
Communications and will graduate in 
May of 2022.  He is currently in an IKON 
Institute class, which helps students 
integrate their faith with what they are 
learning in their other classes.
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neworleans.igivecatholic.org

NOVEMBER 30, 2021

SAVE THE DATE

DONOR SPOTLIGHT
MEET KRISTINE & WILL

Kristine and Will are the parents 
of Juliet Wall (Class of 2025). They 
are faithful supporters of Tulane 
Catholic.  Thank you Kristine and Will 
for all your love and support!

Tulane Catholic is a special place.  Our hope was that it 
would be a safe, comfortable place for our daughter to 

continue her faith journey.  While it is absolutely that with 
the beautiful, new Chapel, it is so much more, much more 
than we could have ever expected.  It did not take long for 
our daughter or us to realize that.  From the frequent Mass 
schedule to the Sunday night dinners to the game nights 
and Bible study, involvement is easy and accessible.  The best 
part, however, is the amazing group of people.  The warmth and 
kindness that exudes from everybody involved is unparalleled.  Fr. 
Thomas, Morgan and the rest of the staff, the FOCUS missionaries, 
the Student Leadership Team, and the Tulane alumni who continue 
to spend their time at Tulane Catholic are all constantly and 
genuinely reaching out with open arms, offering support, guidance, 
and fun.  With all of the mixed emotions and vulnerabilities of being 
away from home for the first time, having a safe place to go in times 
of need and in times of joy and to pray with people who care is 
invaluable.  

After hearing about the joy and comfort our daughter feels every 
time she attends Mass or any of the many events at Tulane Catholic, 
we knew we wanted to contribute financially and support these 
wonderful gatherings.  Tulane Catholic truly is a home away from 
home.  We and our daughter could not be more grateful.

- Kristine & Will Wall

Tuesday, November 30
From midnight until 11:59 PM

Advanced day giving will take place 
November 15-29.

Will you help Tulane Catholic 
reach our goal of $100,000?

DID YOU KNOW?
We currently have 11 Bible Studies 
taking place this semester with 3 to 
10 students in each one! 

Now more than ever, we need your help. This is our largest giving day 
of the year and we hope to raise $100,000 for the formation of our college 
students. In addition to your regular support, we ask that you prayerfully 
consider making a gift for iGive. We want to reach more students on campus 
and be able to form and accompany students through their walk with Christ.  

Students are searching for a deeper Truth than what this 
world has to offer. Partner with us to change the lives of 
these college students and expand our ministry to every 
corner of campus (the Boot included)!  Thank you for 
making this day a HUGE success!!

- Morgan Landry, Director of Development



Encountering Christ through authentic friendships 
Sunday Night Suppers are the perfect place for 
students to gather and encounter one another 
in casual conversation. We are excited for all 
of the many new relationships being formed 
this semester!! Thank you for helping us create 
opportunities for students to have conversation 
and encounter authentic friendships.  

IMAGINEIMAGINE an entire generation striving to be saints 
and inspiring a culture of intregrity through Christ.

At Tulane Catholic, our vision is exactly that: to help college students grow 
together to become the saints they are called to be by knowing the fullness of life 
through encountering Christ in authentic friendships and discipleship. 
We can’t do this alone; it is only together that we can build these young leaders 
to become saints. Together we can challenge students to something greater. 
Together we can leave a legacy for future Catholics at Tulane University.  
Thank you for your partnership as together we spread the Gospel on the campus! 

$1,000 - sponsors a half-day mini-retreat
$500 - provides great speakers for our 
             weekly Wednesday night events
$350 - provides a free supper for students 
             on Sunday night after Mass
$100 - total cost of one student to attend 
             the Encounter retreat
$ ___________

HERE’S MY ONE-TIME GIFT SIGN ME UP FOR MONTHLY GIFTS

SUNDAY NIGHT SUPPER 2021

I want to join the SaintMakers Society!
I authorize Tulane Catholic to automatically 
draft a monthly gift from my bank account or 
credit/debit card (given below under “payment 
options”) in the amount of:

 $100/month   $50/month

 $75/month   $______/month

MY INFORMATION
_________________________________________
Name(s)

_________________________________________
Phone #

_________________________________________
Email

_________________________________________
Street Address

_________________________________________
City, State Zip

PRAYER REQUESTS

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

DONATE ONLINE AT CATHOLIC.TULANE.EDU/DONATE
Questions about giving?  Contact Morgan: morgan@tulanecatholic.org


