
Topic 3:  Redemptorist Religious Life (1) 
 
Part One:  Vision of Redemptorist Religious Life 
Scripture:  Mark 3:14; Phil 2: 6-11; Mark 12:44 
Constitutions:  21-26, 40, 41, 44, 54, 56 
 

Jesus “appointed twelve that they might be with him and he might send them forth to preach” 
(Mark 3:14).   

In speaking of religious communities, like ourselves, dedicated to apostolic work, Perfectae 
caritatis (#8) says:  “The whole religious life of their members should be inspired by an apostolic 
spirit and all their apostolic activity formed by the spirit of religion. Therefore in order that their 
members may first correspond to their vocation to follow Christ and serve Him in His members, their 
apostolic activity must spring from intimate union with Him. Thus love itself towards God and the 
neighbor is fostered.”  This understanding of an apostolic community (C 21, C 22, C 54) is captured 
wonderfully in C. 23, which states: “Since the members are called to continue the presence of Christ 
and his mission of redemption in the world, they choose the person of Christ as the centre of their 
life, and strive day by day to enter ever more intimately into personal union with him. Thus, at the 
heart of the community, to form it and sustain it, is the Redeemer himself and his Spirit of love. And 
the closer their union with Christ, the stronger will become their union with each other.”  
 Following Christ the Redeemer who emptied himself for our sake (Phil 2: 6-11), we strive to 
give all that we have, as generous as the widow who “from her poverty, contributed all she had, her 
whole livelihood.” (Mark 12:44).  This total gift of self (C 56) is ratified and progressively effected 
through our commitment to the evangelical counsels and nourished through lives of prayer and 
community living.  (C 26 ff). 
 Redemptorist community life is not simply a place where we live together to do our work 
(C21).  Rather it is the place where “we share on the human and personal level” (C 21) to become 
wholly who God intended us to be through a process of continual interior renewal (C 40), because 
“conversion of heart and continual renewal of mind should characterize their whole daily life (C 41). 
 This conversion, however, is not just at the level of individual members, but of the community 
as well, so that “it may give effective witness, and acquire a complete generosity which will be a 
worthy response to the word of God (C 42)”.  

Pope Francis spoke to women superiors general in May of 2022 and encouraged them and 
their communities, and all religious by extension, not to be afraid to ask themselves challenging 
questions.  We might consider Phase II of our General Chapter as a synodal moment for our 
congregation.  Pope Francis said:  “It is also an opportunity to let uncomfortable questions emerge. 
Do not be afraid of your own vulnerability, do not be afraid to present it to Jesus.”  In the consultations 
prior to Phase I and the reports from Phase I of the various conferences, our vulnerability in the area 
of consecrated life emerged.  We turn our attention to some of what we heard against the backdrop 
of the vision of consecrated life in response to the Gospel, in our Constitutions and in the Church. 
  
Part Two:  What We Heard from Phase I and Other Sources 
 

Here, we offer a synthesis of questions/issues/concerns that arose in the consultation process 
and from the Conference Reports from Phase I. 
 

We must examine the integrity of our witness as consecrated religious.  This question concerns 
our common life together and our ability to attract people to our way of life.  A strong feeling has 
emerged that we need a deep spiritual renewal (conversion) in order to respond to a profound crisis 
of Redemptorist consecrated life throughout the congregation.  There are many defections from the 
congregation to the diocesan priesthood.  Do we form people with a deep sense of the distinct 



character of consecrated life?  Perhaps this crisis of consecrated life also explains the loss of 
missionary zeal among some confreres.   
 

Such a renewal would lead to a congregation of confreres and partners in mission who are 
open and available for mission; free from self-centered individualism, self-absorbed personal 
aspirations and quests, comfort and convenience. In terms of our history, distacco and kenosis. 
 

There is a concern about whether/how we might redefine the vows for the 21st century.  We 
should take advantage of current theological reflection on consecrated life as a means to a deeper 
understanding and living it for our times and mission, so that our witness may be truly prophetic.  
This kind of authentic witness is needed more than ever in today's Church because of the impact of 
scandals in the Church involving abuse of power, sexual abuse, and financial abuse. 
 

A concern that formation (initial and permanent) be focused principally on formation for vita 
apostolica and not be focused exclusively on formation for the clerical state.   The reality of 
clericalism presents a challenge for a better understanding of consecrated life and also the vocation 
of the laity (cf. C47 – vocation rooted in baptismal consecration).  In a real sense, the vocation of the 
Redemptorist Brother reminds us of the heart of our vocation:  consecration, by means of the 
evangelical counsels, to live out the charism of the Redemptorists.  This formation must include the 
five aspects of human, spiritual, community, academic-professional, and pastoral formation.  A 
particular emphasis should be on holistic formation of body, mind, and spirit for the mission.  When 
this type of formation is lacking, there are serious consequences for the apostolic community. 

Questions for Reflection and Conversation: 

1. Do the reflections on our consecrated life from the various conferences resonate with your 
personal experience and/or your experience at the local, conference, and international 
level? 

2. What has inflamed your passion for Redemptorist consecrated life and what has dampened 
it? 

3. What do you want the Chapter to say to confreres that will help them to reimagine ways to 
live a more authentic Redemptorist religious life today? 

 
 
 


