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616 Reading Road
Mason, Ohio 45040

Parish Office Hours
Monday - Friday: 
8:30am - 4:30pm 
(Closed daily from Noon-1:00pm)

Phone: 513-398-3821
Parish Office: ext. 3100
School Office: ext. 3108
After Hours Emergency: ext. 3200
Fax: 513-398-2254

Bulletin Deadline
The deadline for all articles for 
the Sunday bulletin is Friday 
afternoon, (9) days before the 
article appears in the bulletin.  
Please send items, along with 
the dates they should run, to 
bulletin@stsusanna.org for 
submission.

REFLECTING WITH THE PAROCHIAL VICAR

MAY YOUR KINGDOM COME

As we celebrate the Solemnity of Christ the King, we 
hear David being anointed the king in a bid to unite all 
the tribes of Israel. The elders chose him, one of their 
own flesh and blood, as a symbol of unity which would 
eventually bring peace and harmony among them. His 
kingship prefigured the universal Kingship of Christ, who 
was born among us as true God and true man, in order 
to save humanity from the slavery of sin.

When we talk about kings and monarchs in today’s American society, it may be 
a hard concept for most people to grasp. We tend to think of the political leaders, 
which is totally different. Today’s politicians are elected on political party lines, 
whereas kings were taken to be divinely chosen by God and born to rule a society 
with divine powers. And so, they commanded respect and royalty from their 
subjects.

However, the King we celebrate today, is not chosen to rule a particular society, 
but the universal Kingdom. He was chosen by God to build a Kingdom of truth, 
justice, peace and love. Surprisingly, His Kingship was proclaimed on the cross, 
surrounded by sinners and mocked by onlookers. It is on the cross that Jesus shows 
what type of King He is. A King who forgives and saves sinners. He promises 
eternal life in His Kingdom without receiving any offerings or payment from people 
as it is a custom of the earthly Kings.

The promise He made to the repentant thief on the cross, is an assurance to all 
of us that; when we submit our will to Him, we shall be admitted to His Kingdom 
where there is eternal peace and tranquility. We are initiated into that Kingdom 
through Baptism, and so we must see that, we become faithful citizens by following 
His footsteps to love and serve fellow citizens. Failure to do this, we might lose the 
citizenship of His Kingdom.

And so, let us follow the example of our King 
who forgave, who was humble, embracing, 
and gave up His life for the sake of others. 
His Kingdom can be summarized in the 
prayer of the Our Father; “Forgive us as we 
forgive.” Whenever we say that prayer, let 
us endeavor to put in practice what we say, 

so that we may be counted among those who have been delivered from the power 
of darkness and become sons and daughters in His kingdom. Whenever you see 
the cross, remember the love that He has for you, which made Him die for you and 
in turn, share that love with others. Happy Solemnity and I wish you a peaceful 
Thanksgiving holiday!

Parish Membership
We joyfully welcome new members of 
our parish community.  Please register 
by calling the Parish Office (513-398-
3821), or online (www.stsusanna.org).

NOVEMBER 24, 2019
THE SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD; CHRIST THE KING
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MASS INTENTIONS & WEEKEND PRESIDERS

Monday, November 25
6:00pm Richard Lencyk

Tuesday, November 26
8:15am Mel Burbrink

Wednesday, November 27
8:15am Frank Rabbitt

Thursday, November 28
9:00am Ray Hanna

Friday, November 29
8:15am  William Wentz

Saturday, November 30
8:15am Kenny Gantzer
5:00pm  (Fr. Farrell) Cayla Co

Sunday, December 1
7:30am  (Fr. Mwesigye) James Keller
9:00am  (Fr. Mwesigye) Skip Richards
11:15am (Fr. Farrell)  Smiley Jungkunz
6:00pm  (Fr. Farrell)  Di Terlizzi

WEEKEND MASS TIMES
Saturday at 5:00pm
Sunday at 7:30am, 9:00am, 11:15am, 6:00pm

Spanish Mass: 4:00pm the 2nd & 4th Sundays of the month  

DAILY MASS TIMES
Monday at 6:00pm
Tuesday through Saturday at 8:15am

HOLY DAY MASSES
8:15am, 12:00pm (Noon) & 7:00pm
(Unless otherwise noted.)

RECONCILIATION
Monday at 6:45pm and Saturday at 9:00am

EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION
Monday, 6:45 - 9:00pm

FIRST FRIDAY
After 8:15am Mass Friday to beginning
of 8:15am Mass Saturday

ROSARY/DEVOTIONS
Tuesday through Saturday at 7:30am

Nursery
The nursery is available for 9:00 and 
11:15am Masses.  It is located in the 
Undercroft.  Call ext. 3126 or email 
nursery@stsusanna.org for details.

Spanish Mass
A Mass in Spanish will be held at 
4:00pm on the 2nd & 4th Sundays of 
every month.  For details, contact 
Karla Eysoldt, (513) 448-8994 or 
keysoldt@catholiccincinnati.org.

Misa en español es el segundo y cuarto 
domingo del mes a las 4:00pm.

PRAY FOR THOSE 
SERVING OVERSEAS! 

Alex Back
Jake Denman
Joseph Patrick Fusco
Matthew Kyler Saurine
Justin Schuh
Christian Sorfnsen
Brandon Wesley
Michael Zeller

PRAYERS FOR
THOSE  IN NEED 

Sue Back
Molly Baker
Cyndy Brady
Dan Breniser
Denise Brown
Steve Bruce
BettyLu Bryan
Deborah Burkardt
James Burke
Carolyn Capizzi
Richard Carroll
Jody Charlton
Robert Chiricosta
James Edmonds
Marcela Farrell
Joann Fath
Nan-c Feiertag
Jim Gibson
Edna Gilb
Diana Gravitt
Deanna Hamm
David Hicks
Bill Horstmann
Laura Johns
Lyle Jones
Joe Koenig
Janice Koncius
Toni Kuhlman
Susan Marsh
Matt Martin
Gail Matre
Michael McCarty
John McNally
Lisa Mitchell
Jeanne Mullett
Gabriel Orick
Jeanie Pence
Connie Rave
Bill Reynolds
Dorothy Rice
Doreen Schowalter
Wayne Schowalter
Matt Shawhan
Millie Smeltzer
Terry Sojda
Connie Sparkowski
Jack Stubenrauch
Teresita Gloria Lim Sy
Stephanie Tobiaf
Scott Trapp
Jenny Weibel
Gary Wilkinson
Jennifer Williamson
Ken Wood

Prayer Requests
If you have people to be prayed for and 
would like to have them in the bulletin, 
please email bulletin@stsusanna.org and 
we will begin publishing them weekly.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
For children in grades K-2, 
September through May, 
9:00 and 11:15am Masses. 

IN LOVING MEMORY

June Holland
Mother of Anne Bruce
 
Michael Wolbers
Stepfather of Tim Myers, 
and Brother of Donald Wolbers

The flowers gracing the
Altar are in memory of

 Kourtney Snyder
from the Snyder Family
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Marriage Preparation
Please contact the Parish Office no later 
than six months prior to the date of 
intended marriage.

Baptism Preparation
All parents desiring Baptism for their 
children should go to the website and fill 
out the registration forms on the website 
at www.stsusanna.org/baptism.  

Our Catholic Faith
Are you interested in learning more 
about our beautiful Catholic Faith and 
perhaps becoming Catholic?  Are you 
an Adult Catholic seeking Confirmation?
Then please contact Susan Hack,
ext. 3169 or hacks@stsusanna.org.

ALTAR FLOWER 
DEDICATION

You can dedicate the 
placing of flowers at 
the altar in memory of 
a loved one or to honor a special 
occasion.  The amount is $50 to 
defray the cost of the flowers.  
To reserve, please contact the Parish 
Office, 398-3821, ext. 3100, or visit 
www.stsusanna.org/altarflowers.

To create your FREE personal login, 
go to stsusanna.formed.org.

11/10
11/11
11/12
11/13
11/14
11/15
11/16

$100
$40
$40
$40
$40
$40
$40

Karen Barnes
Leo Wilken
Thomas Vonderhaar 
Beckey Betson 
Brittany Albrink 
Mark Cunningham
Leigh Mahoney 

PTO 365 DAY RAFFLE WINNERS

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

STEWARDSHIP

Year to Date 
ACTUAL

Year to Date 
BUDGET

Over / (Under) 
Budget

$838,000 $801,428 ($36,572)

November 17, 2019

ACTUAL
November 17, 2019

BUDGET
Over / (Under) 

Budget

$41,000 $42,607 $1,607

THIS WEEK, FROM THE
ST. SUSANNA VINCENTIANS...

Today as we celebrate Christ the King, may 
we open the door of our heart so wide that 
we may listen to the voice of Jesus calling 
us to help build His kingdom here on earth.
When we give to the poor, God indeed 
pours His love, peace and mercy into our 
hearts and into the hearts of those suffering 
in poverty.

EXPLORE THEOLOGY OF THE BODY AT SUNDAY CAFÉ!

Dig deeper into Theology of the Body with friends, coffee, and food! All are 
welcome to join us on Sundays following the 9:00am Mass until 11:10am in the 
St. Susanna Room. No cost and no reservations are needed. 

• This week (November 24th): Building the Gospel Culture
• Next week (December 1st): NO SUNDAY CAFÉ

SPECIAL COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND - NOVEMBER 23/24

Please be generous in this week’s special collection, which supports 
the Catholic Campaign for Human Development. In the United 
States, one in six people live in poverty. Through this collection you 
support programs that address the causes of poverty and provide 
a sustainable future for people across the country who struggle. 
In addition 25% of the funds we collect will remain in our diocese 
to fund local antipoverty projects. Please prayerfully consider how 
you can support this collection and work on the margins. Please 
give to the Catholic Campaign for Human Development by using your 

designated envelope from your packet. Learn more about the Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development at www.usccb.org/cchd/collection. 

JOIN US THIS ADVENT AS WE TAKE 4 WEEKS
TO PREPARE OURSELVES FOR THE COMING OF CHRIST! 

Tuesdays in the St. Isidore Room, November 26th through December 17th, 
at 10:00am (with Joe Schleicher) or 7:00pm (with Susan Hack).  

Are we ready for the King? Are our hearts ready to receive 
our Savior?  The four weeks leading up to Christmas mark the 
beginning of the liturgical year. Advent is our time for reflection, 
meditation and preparation. This year, the Sunday gospel 
readings come from the Gospel of Matthew. Our engagement 
with this gospel, woven with other parts of Scripture, like Isaiah, 

Romans, and James creates a beautiful tapestry of prepared anticipation for the Christ 
Child coming to the world and into our hearts. Don’t miss this opportunity to draw 
more intentionally into the season of Advent as we prepare for Christ. 

For more information, please contact Susan Hack at 398-3821, ext. 3169 or 
hacks@stsusanna.org.  To register, please visit www.stsusanna.org/advent.
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DISCIPLES IN ACTION

GIVING TREE OUTREACH 
KICKS OFF THIS WEEKEND!

The trees for the annual parish Giving Tree ministry 
are now displayed in the gathering space and by the 
elevator.  This year three organizations will benefit from 
the donations: the Schuh Center (red ornaments), St. 

George Food Pantry in Clifton (green ornaments) and St. Vincent de 
Paul St. Joseph Conference in Adams County (yellow ornaments).  
Gifts for the families of SVdP St. Joseph Conference can be found at: 
www.stsusanna.org/givingtree.  Please stop by the trees 
this weekend or visit the website to take an ornament…or 2 or 
3.  Purchase the item listed on the ornament.  Pay close attention 
to the ornament if the gift needs to be wrapped or not.  Attach the 
ornament and return the package to the church by the weekend of 
December 7th/8th.

Volunteers are still needed on December 7th/8th to collect the gifts, 
and on December 9th to deliver the gifts to St. George Food Pantry 
and SVdP St. Joseph Conference in Adams County. If you have 
questions, contact Mary Jo Burns at burnsmj@stsusanna.org or 
398-3821, ext. 3120. To volunteer for any of the above 
opportunities, please visit www.stsusanna.org/givingtree.

2019
 Colletion Weekend:

DECEMBER
7TH & 8TH

WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION CHRISTMAS PARTY

All women of St. Susanna are invited 
to celebrate the season at the Annual 
Women’s Association Christmas Party 
on December 4th, at 6:00pm in the St. 
Susanna Room. This is a great time to 
meet others, and be part of an active 

parish group of women. Entrée and beverages will be provided 
and attendees are asked to bring a dish to share: (last names A-L 
bring an appetizer or dessert, M-Z bring a side dish or salad.) 
Add to the fun by bringing a small (under $10.00) wrapped gift 
for an exchange.  This year, in the spirit of the season, we are also 
asking for donations of nonperishable items for the Schuh Center.  
Please contact Margie Berold, 513-706-8491, mberold2@gmail.
com to make a reservation and tell her what dish you’re bringing by 
December 1st.  Come, bring a friend and have fun!

St. Susanna Women’s Association

Chrstimas
Party

THANK YOU!!

The Festival Committee would like to thank 
all the volunteers and patrons of the 2019 St. 
Susanna Family Festival. The Festival was a 
HUGE success! We are happy to report that a 
check for $115,000 was presented to Fr. Bob.   
This amount reflects the net proceeds of the 2019 Festival.  Thank 
you again for your support, we look forward to seeing everyone 
at the 2020 Festival on September 11th, 12th & 13th.

CHRISTMAS STOCKING DONATIONS

Remember to bring your Christmas Stocking 
donations for the Schuh Center (the actual 
stockings and stocking stuffers are both needed) 
by next weekend, December 1st!!

MARRIAGE HELP

Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry with each other? 
Do you argue ... or have you just stopped talking to each other? 
Does talking about it only make it worse?  Have you thought about 
separation or divorce? Retrouvaille helps couples through difficult 
times in their marriages. For confidential information about or to 
register for the upcoming program beginning with a weekend on 
January 10th-12th, 2020 please visit: helpourmarriage.org.

YAH TO ATTEND LA COMEDIA THEATRE

The Young at Heart senior group will attend the 
Nunsence program/dinner at La Comedia Theatre 
on Thursday, January 23, 2020, at 10:30am.  The 
cost is $39 per ticket.  If interested, please send 
your check, with “La Comedia” in the memo line to 
the St. Susanna Parish Office.  Seating is limited, 
don’t delay.  Questions? Call Jim Valento at 
513-379-3823.

TURKEY DINNER MINISTRY 
STILL NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT!

If you forgot to bring your items for the turkey 
dinner preparation, please feel free to deliver them 
to the Parish Office Monday or Tuesday, November 
25th/26th.  If you would like to participate in 
the actual preparation of the meals or to acquire 
more information, please contact Karen and Ricky Mathews, 
rkanj2005@yahoo.com or 755-7645.

Financial contributions will be used for purchasing items for the 
Thanksgiving Meals.  If any contributions are received in excess 
of what is spent on these meals, those funds will be used to 
meet the needs of the poor and vulnerable in our area and the 
surrounding area.  Thank you in advance for your support.

NEW SUNDAY CAFÉ SERIES!
Pivotal Players: St. Augustine and St Benedict

Join us as we hear from Bishop Barron about 
“Pivotal Players” - the saints, artists, mystics, 
and scholars who not only shaped the life of 
the Church but changed the course of western 
civilization. This new program will begin on 
Sunday, December 8th at 10:15am (after 9:00am Mass) and 
will feature St. Augustine, “the Teacher”, and St. Benedict, “the 
Monk”. No cost and no reservations are needed. 

St. Augustine is arguably the best example of how faith in Christ 
can change a person. And without St. Benedict, the Christian 
culture of the west might have perished after the fall of the Roman 
Empire. If you would like to purchase a study guide for $20, 
please email Susan Hack at hacks@stsusanna.org.
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CFP: Grades 1-8 (2019-2020)
Faith Formation for elementary students 
with classes available Sunday 10:30-
11:45am, and Monday 6:00-7:15pm.  
For more information, contact 
Jill Berning, ext. 3128 or 
berningj@stsusanna.org.

Early Childhood (2019-2020)
Faith Formation for 3, 4, pre-K 5-year-
olds and Kindergartners meets on 
Sunday mornings at 9:00am. For more 
information, contact Jill Berning, 
ext. 3128 or berningj@stsusanna.org.

Preschool
Weekday Preschool is available for ages 
2-5 in the Undercroft of church. For more 
information, contact Joette Ewing, 
ext. 3131 or ewingj@stsusanna.org.

Saint Susanna School
The parish school provides a Catholic 
education for Grades K-8. 
For more information, contact the
School Office, ext. 3108.

Faith Alive
Grades 6-8 (2019-2020)
Sundays at 4:00pm to 5:45pm
in the St. John Bosco Youth Room. 
For more information, contact 
Gabbi Montavon, ext. 3195 or 
montavong@stsusanna.org.

If you would like to have updates texted 
to you, please text @stsuefa to 81010.

LIFE
Grades 9-12 (2019-2020)
Sundays at 7:00pm in the St. John Bosco 
Youth Room. For more information, 
contact Gabbi Montavon, ext. 3195 or 
montavong@stsusanna.org.

If you would like to have updates texted 
to you, please text @Godislife to 81010.

CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION

FAITH ALIVE (GRADES 6-8)

November 24th: NO Faith Alive - Happy Thanksgiving!

December 1st, 4:00-5:45pm: Be Prepared - Advent is the time we spend 
preparing ourselves for Christ’s coming at the end of time and His birth at Christmas! Join us 
as we prepare our hearts for this season.

December 8th, 4:00-5:45pm: Home For Christmas - Join us as we spread God’s joy overseas 
to our brothers and sisters in Christ this Christmas! We will be making Christmas cards.

LIFE (GRADES 9-12)

November 24th: NO Life - Happy Thanksgiving!

December 1st, 7:00-9:00pm: Jesus: God’s Perfect Plan - Jesus was God’s Plan all 
along! “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, a virgin will be with child 
and bear a son, and she will call His name Immanuel.” Isaiah 7:14

December 8th, 7:00-9:00pm: Seek Him - ST. SUE YOUTH CREW NIGHT - God is always 
seeking a relationship with you! How can we say yes and put our full trust in Him?

This little guy in the 2s Class 
is exploring our outdoor 
environment using one of the 
diggers and moving the mulch 
from one place to another. 
He’s learning directional terms 
such as up/down, right/left 
and forward/backward and 
gaining hand-eye coordination 
skills and just loving it!

SPRED (2019-2020)
Faith Formation for children with 
special needs in grades 3-8. Every 
other Monday 6:00-7:00pm.  For more 
information, contact Lauren Zinnecker, 
ext. 3400 or zinneckerl@stsusanna.org.

Our Pre-K Afternoon Class created 
adorable scarecrows with an assortment 
of collage materials.  They investigated the 
various textures, patterns, buttons, ribbons 
and yarn before selecting the perfect one 
to create their “not so scary” scarecrow! 
A whole lot of discussions went on around 
the table as they estimated and compared 
lengths of yarn hair, used their fine motor 
skills to cut, squeeze glue bottles, press 
materials down into the glue and add 
additional features.

The little ones in the 2s Class love using the magical 
magnetic board! They are strengthening their little 
hands and finger muscles, important for learning to 
draw & write, as they attach and remove the magnets 
from the metal surface. Through this hands-on activity, 
they discover how to apply the magnets to get them 
to stay on the board.  They are discovering “cause 
& effect,” a problem-solving skill that is essential in 
developing early brain connectors as well.

The 3s Class created bracelets by 
threading beads through pipe cleaners. 
This type of play activity is so important 
at this age in laying the foundation 
for academic learning in later years. It 
increases their fine motor abilities that 
is  needed for not only zipping zippers, 
brushing teeth, opening doors, and 
washing hands but to help make their 
small hands strong enough to hold a 
pencil for writing.

ST. SUSANNA PARISH SCHOOL BOOKFAIR

Join us on Saturday, December 7th, 2019 at Barnes & Noble Fields 
Ertel (9891 Waterstone Blvd., 45249). Look for our Elves and enjoy 
games and activities! Visit our student art gallery! Listen to story time 
with Guest Readers as they share their favorite books!

Can’t attend on December 7th?  Support us online December 7th - 
December 12th at BN.COM/bookfairs, and enter Bookfair ID 
12498036 at checkout.
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ESTE MES EN PARROQUIA ST. SUSANNA • NOVIEMBRE 2019

MISA EN ESPAÑOL 
Segundo y cuarto Domingo del Mes 4:00pm

NECESITAMOS SU AYUDA!! 
Con dos Misas al mes en Español, necesitamos ayuda. Ministros de 
Eucaristía, Ujieres, Lectores, Monaguillos. Se provee entrenamiento.  
Para el Coro contactar a: Nicolas Ortiz smtjedi@yahoo.com

Asegúrese de consultar el Boletín cerca de los elevadores 
para oportunidades de ayudar y 

servir a nuestra comunidad.

CLASES GRATIS DE INGLÉS

Hamilton: Los que quieran registrarse  pueden 
comunicarse con la oficina de ABLE de Butler Tech al 513-894-0301 para 
más información de lugares y donde recibir las clases.
Lebanon: 9:30am para la clase de mañanas y 5:30pm para clases en la 
tarde. OhioMeansJobs 300 E. Silver St Lebanon Ohio 45036.
Mason: 9:30am-12:30pm Martes y Jueves Sinclair Community College
5386 Courseview Dr. Mason OH 45040.

SU CASA SE HA MUDADO 

La nueva dirección es: Mid Pointe Tower 
7162 Reading Rd, Cincinnati, Ohio 45237. 
Tel 513-761-1588. 
Para Servicios Legales de Inmigración: (513) 672-3746

NOTICIAS

• Grupo de Oración para adultos en Español todos los Martes a las 
7:30pm en el cuarto de St. Jerónimo abajo de la Iglesia.

• No se les olvide registrarse a la parroquia! Cualquier programa que 
quieran participar, cartas de la Iglesia, hacer algún sacramento, tienen 
que estar registrados.

• Para más información o si tiene alguna pregunta por favor comuniquese 
con la Iglesia. El número de teléfono en Español de St. 
Susanna es: (513) 398-3821 Ext. 3202 por favor deje mensaje.

¿CONOCE A ALGUIEN A QUIEN EL ALCOHOL Y 
LAS DROGAS REPRESENTAN PROBLEMAS EN SU VIDA? 

GRUPO AMOR Y SERVICIO tiene sesiones: Todos los dias de 8-10pm.  
Para más información por favor llame a: 513-551-3103, 513-390-3825.  
Trabajamos con las debilidades humanas, alcoholism, drogadicción, 
neurosis,depresión y pensamientos obsesivos compulsivos. 

GRUPO DE APOYO PARA SOBREVIVIENTES 
DE VIOLENCIA DOMÉSTICA.

Todos los Martes de 5:30-7:00pm.  Llame al (513) 381-5610 para mas 
información y lugares.  Hay cuidado de niños.

MUJERES AYUDANDO A MUJERES

Todos los Viernes de 9:00am –12:00pm no tiene que hacer 
cita. Se habla Español. 6 South 2nd St, Hamilton. 
513-207-0263 para cualquier emergencia, deje mensaje si no contestan. 
Servicios: Linea de Crisis de 24 horas, intervencion de Crisis Individual, 
acompañamiento a la corte, el Hospital, Policia, Grupos de Apoyo, etc.

EL MINISTERIO ÁRBOL GENEROSO NECESITA 
VOLUNTARIOS
 
El comité Árbol Generoso ha estado planeando y 
organizando el Ministerio de este año. El arranque 
para la selección de adornos será el fin de semana del 
23/24 de Noviembre. Los regalos recolectados serán 
distribuidos al Centro Schuh, a la despensa de comida 
de St. George en Clifton y a St. Vincent de Paul St. 
Joseph Conference en Adams County.
 

Muchos voluntarios son necesarios para hacer de este proyecto todo un 
éxito. Oportunidades de voluntariado incluyen:
• Instalación de los árboles de Navidad en el área de reunión de la 

iglesia (Noviembre 23 después de la misa de la mañana)
• Recolección de los regalos (Diciembre 7/8 después de cada misa)
• Entrega de regalos a St. George en Clifton y St. Joseph Conference 

en Adams County (Diciembre 9)

Para ser voluntario en cualquiera de las oportunidades anteriores, vaya a 
la página web de la parroquia: www.stsusanna.org/givingtree. 
Si tienes preguntas por favor comunícate con Mary Jo Burns en 
burnsmj@stsusanna.org o llama al 398-3821 ext. 3120.

SPRED – FORMACION DE FE PARA 
NIÑOS CON NECESIDADES ESPECIALES
 
¿Conoce a algún estudiante en grados escolares 
3ro-8vo que pudiera estar interesado en unirse a nuestro programa 
SPRED? Las clases ya empezaron y son los Lunes, dos veces por mes 
solamente. Para más información mande un correo electrónico a Virginia 
Rodríguez a rodriguezv@stsusanna.org.

CAMPAÑA CATÓLICA PARA EL DESARROLLO HUMANO 

Por favor, contribuya generosamente en la colecta 
especial de esta semana, la cual apoya a la 
Campaña Católica para el Desarrollo Humano. En 
los Estados Unidos, una de cada seis personas vive 
en pobreza. A través de esta colecta usted apoya 
programas que tratan con las causas de la pobreza 
y proporcionan un futuro sostenible a las personas 
que siguen luchando en el país. Además, el 25% de 

los fondos recaudados permanece en nuestra diócesis para financiar 
proyectos antipobreza en nuestra comunidad. Por favor, en oración, 
considera la manera de apoyar a esta colecta y trabajar desde la 
periferia. Encuentra más información sobre la Campaña Católica para el 
Desarrollo Humano, en www.usccb.org/cchd/collection.
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November 24, 2019
Our Lord Jesus Christ,  
King of the Universe (C)
2 Sm 5:1–3
Col 1:12–20
Lk 23:35–43
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The Cross: Altar and Throne

In his Gospel, St. Luke, the good doctor, often 
brings in kingly themes related to Christ’s 

crucifixion. He does this to highlight that Jesus fulfilled 
the Jewish belief that the Messiah would unite the three 
important leadership roles—priest, prophet, and king. 
The inscription the Romans nailed to the cross above 
Jesus’ head inadvertently supports the fulfillment of 
Old Testament prophecy—he was indeed the King of the 
Jews.

He was also the priest who offered his body as a 
sacrifice for the Chosen People: “It was Caiaphas who 
had counseled the Jews that it was better that one man 
should die rather than the people” (John 18:14). He is 
both the priest offering obedience to the Father, but 
he is also the victim who is offered on the altar of the 
cross. The cross is altar and throne because, as well as 
priest and victim, Jesus also is the king reuniting his 
kingdom under God the Father. In so doing, he undoes 
the sin of Adam, which had been the cause of this 
division.

Jesus’ final prophetic words, “It is finished,” means 
he has fulfilled his mission as priest, prophet, and 
king from the throne of the cross. The Catechism of the 
Catholic Church (1047) sums it up when it says that as 
king and high priest, his sacrifice is total, universal, and 
definitive. Now all of God’s creatures, man and beast, 
both natural and in the heavens, can return to the one 
from whom they came forth and who declared each one 
good.

—Fr. Mark Haydu, LC

Above him there was an inscription that read, “This is the King of the Jews.”
Luke 23:38

For Reflection
Do I realize the amazing power of what happens at 
the Mass?

Do I make the good thief’s act of faith and confidence 
my own? 

Editor’s note: This is Fr. Mark Haydu’s final reflection for  
Our Parish Community. He will continue as special advisor to the 
head of the Patrons of the Arts in the Vatican Museums. When a 
new liturgical cycle begins on December 1, 2019, we will welcome 
a new reflections writer, Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA. The people of 
Liguori Publications thank Fr. Mark for his three years of insightful 
reflections and his artwork selections and ideas. We wish him well.

Piece: Crucifixion, 1975
Artist: Cyril Mount
Location: St. Peter’s Italian Church, London
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