
PRIEST GATHERINGS 

Annual Priests Retreat1 

As previously stated, canon 276 describes the responsibility of clerics to pursue holiness, 
and states that priests “are also bound to make a retreat according to the prescriptions 
of particular law.”  (canon 276, #2.4)  In the Diocese of Fresno, every priest is expected to 
attend the Annual Priests Retreat sponsored by the Diocese and held at St. Anthony’s 
Retreat Center in Three Rivers.  Anyone unable to attend must write to the bishop giving 
his reasons.  Attending the annual retreat is a serious responsibility for each priest.  We 
are called to support one another in our ministry, and this is the most important time in 
the whole year for our supporting one another, praying with and for one another, and 
spending time in social fraternity.  Our oneness with each other is a grace of God not only 
for ourselves, but manifests to the people we serve, the unity to which we are all called. 

Certain priests, because of the nature of their ministry, may not be able to attend – this 
can include, but not necessarily:  hospital chaplains, and those involved in prison 
ministry.  Vicars are responsible to find one or two priests remaining in their vicariate 
(e.g., those mentioned above or retired priests) to be available for emergencies such as 
the anointing of the gravely ill.  Vicars should notify the priests of their vicariate with this 
information so that necessary contact can be arranged. 

All priests are expected to come on time and to remain until the final Mass.  Do not 
short-change God, yourself, or your fellow priests.  This grace comes only once a year.  
Funerals should be arranged so that you will not miss the retreat.  Deacons and qualified 
lay ministers should be utilized and scheduled to perform any liturgical and ministerial 
functions for which they are currently qualified and possess faculties (if appropriate).  
Only for the gravest reason, should your parish personnel contact you at this time. 

Privately Directed Retreat2 

Every priest is also strongly urged and encouraged to make a private retreat at another 
time during the year.  An eight-day directed retreat is highly recommended, but it is not 
the only option.  The priest’s benefits package has a provision that the parish, or source 
of income, will cover the expenses of a private retreat up to $400.  The bishop, himself, 
each year, and most of the bishops of California, has a privately directed retreat the first 
eight days of each New Year.  If one is not able to make a full eight days, at least five 
days between weekends is strongly encouraged. 

An emphasis at the annual Priests Retreat is priestly fraternity and finding quality time 
for quiet and repose that we all need with the Lord in our lives.  This privately directed 
retreat could afford us this grace that we all need to keep our lives centered in Christ, 
and not in the hectic-ness of all that we do. 

Support Groups3 

Support groups for priests have emerged during the past twenty years as an effective 
means of physical, emotional, and spiritual well-being for many priests.  Support groups 
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offer priests an invaluable opportunity to pray together as priests, and to share their 
faith and pastoral experiences.  Support groups also provide a safe forum for priests to 
talk about their struggles, difficulties, and frustrations.  Support groups are one of the 
most effective ways to promote personal growth and good health for a priest, from a 
holistic perspective.  All priests are encouraged to be part of a priestly support group. 

The Ministry to Priests Program sponsored by the Diocese of Fresno in the early 1980s 
offered some models of support groups.  Another model, with proven effectiveness, is 
the Jesus Caritas model.  A professional facilitator is often a great asset for a support 
group.  The Vicar General has the responsibility to promote the formation of support 
groups and to offer help when needed and asked for in this process. 

Annual Clergy Convocation4 

Each year, all active priests and deacons, incardinated, non-incardinated and religious, 
are expected to attend the annual convocation held in late January or early February.  
The cost for attending the convocation comes from the source of salary/benefits.  This is 
the principal time for continuing formation and education for the clergy, which gives us 
an opportunity to grow together for the good of the people we serve.  This is an 
important time in our lives for fraternity.  The bishop expects everyone to attend.  If one 
needs to be absent for a serious reason, he needs to present his request to the bishop in 
writing, in order to be excused.  The Diocese will cover the retired priest’s cost for the 
convocation.  Priests must schedule sufficient ministers and make other arrangements 
to allow their full participation throughout the convocation. 
 

Chrism Mass and Morning of Reflection for Clergy 

All clergy are invited to the Chrism Mass each year.  It is held the Thursday before Palm 
Sunday.  All the clergy are invited to a morning of reflection.  The morning ends with 
lunch, and then all gather for the Chrism Mass.  This is a highlight event in our lives as 
clergy.  There is no stronger witness of unity with one another and unity with the bishop 
than the celebration of the Mass of Chrism.  It gives tremendous witness to God’s 
people of the unity and love to which we are all called. 

Vicariate Meeting and Luncheons5 

One of the great traditions of our Diocese is having the clergy of a vicariate come 
together just for a luncheon once a month.  The Vicar of each area is responsible for 
arranging these luncheons.  A different parish or two parishes together will host the 
luncheon.  This is a time of fraternity and usually no other agenda comes with the 
luncheon.  All priests are invited to these luncheons but, out of courtesy, are requested 
to please let the host know with sufficient time whether they are coming or not so 
proper meal arrangements may be made. 

Priest Council meetings are held six times a year.  After a council meeting, there is a 
meeting in each vicariate for all the priests of the vicariate.  All priests are strongly 
encouraged to attend.  This is one of the main ways that the priests are able to bring 
input to the Priests Council and collaborate and share in the agenda that affects our 
own personal lives and the lives of the people we are called to serve.  The Vicar is the 
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one responsible for these meetings.  In some areas, the vicariate meeting may be part of 
the luncheon described above because of the distances that some have to drive in some 
of the vicariates. 

See following page, “Vicars, Diocese of Fresno” for more information regarding 
the responsibilities of the Vicar Forane.  

    


