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SAMPLE WILL - ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIEST 
 
An illness is distressing not only to the family but also to the one who is suffering.  
Please take the time to fill out and update all necessary forms and forward to the 
Chancery Office.  I cannot overemphasize how important it is to have these 
documents on file.  Having them on file alleviates many problems during a very 
stressful and difficult time for the family and those in charge with planning the 
funeral.  All documents will be kept safe in the Archives.  As our Lord Jesus said, “So 
too, you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the sun of Man will 
come.” (Mt. 24:44) 
 
Your Last Will or Testament is a legal declaration of how you wish to dispose of your 
property after death.  It has no force or effect until after the death of the testator and 
can be canceled or modified at any time before death.  Some reminders regarding 
priests’ Wills: 
 

A. Your  Will should be prepared by an attorney practicing law in the State of 
California to ensure its validity. 

B. Authentic, signed Wills should not be kept in safe-deposit boxes. 
C. Provisions should be made of proper disposition of sacred vessels and other 

consecrated or sacred objects. 
D. A Will should not contain burial instructions. 
E. Photocopies of a signed Will, have, no legal force. 
F. A witness cannot be a beneficiary named in the Will he/she witnesses. 
G. The Will should be easily available for those who are notified immediately at 

the time of death. 
H. Review your Will periodically.  Even the best Wills need revision, because 

conditions change.  Beneficiaries and executors die or move away or become 
estranged, tax laws are amended, favorite charities change course, new 
charities engage you interest, and so on. 

I. In cases of a priest’s death, the Bishop or the Chancery is among the first 
notified.  It is customary that the Will be kept in the priest’s personnel file at 
the Chancery.  The Will should be sealed in an envelope.  The envelope 
containing the Will is to be returned to the testator or destroyed when it is 
requested in writing or in person. 
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PRIEST FUNERAL INFORMATION  
 
Each priest should submit funeral and burial instructions.  Although you may feel that 
the particulars of such arrangements will be of little interest to you at the time of the 
actual event, be assured that filling out the burial and funeral information and 
returning it to the Chancery will be an act of great charity toward your family and 
those charged with planning and executing the funeral and burial. 
 
For your convenience a form has been prepared.  Please fill out the enclosed sheet, 
seal it in an envelope marked “BURIAL INSTRUCTIONS,” and send it to the Chancery.  
It is a good idea to review your funeral and burial instructions from time to time, 
since circumstances may change, and person you have designated to fulfill certain 
roles may be deceased or no longer able to fulfill them.  If, in the future, you wish to 
revise the instructions, you can request a blank form from the Chancery.  Burial and 
funeral instructions should not be contained in the Will. 
 

ADVANCE HEALTH CARE DIRECTIVE  

 

An issue, that often comes up during our final illness is the question of which medical 
means and procedures should be used to extend or prolong life.  With the advent of 
remarkable new medical technologies, the question can become of prime importance 
during our final days.  It is strongly urged that all priests make their wishes well 
known as to what extraordinary means to use and which not to use in those 
circumstances when the priest is incapacitated and no longer able to speak for 
himself.  It can be excruciating for family members and others to try and make these 
decisions when the wishes of the person are not known.  It is extremely important 
that someone serve as personal representative of the sick person in order to fulfill his 
wishes should he become incapacitated and unable to speak for himself.  This is 
called the Durable Power of Attorney for health care decisions. 
 

POWER OF ATTORNEY (FINANCIAL) 
 

Priests might consider the possibility of arranging for the extension of “Power of 
Attorney” should they become disabled or unable to handle their financial affairs.  A 
civil attorney can assist you in this matter. 
As a corollary to these instructions, it should be mentioned that upon the death of a 
priest, relatives and friends are not to be given free access to the rectory.  Papers and 
documents need to be sorted out as to those which are personal and those which 
belong to the Church.  There are also legal implications as far as the priest’s car, 
personal property, and financial investments. 

I hope that these short explanations have been helpful to you. It is requested that all 
be on file in the Chancery office. 

 

 


