
WORSHIP & CHRISTIAN INITIATION; MASTER OF CEREMONIES 

Office of Worship and Christian Initiation   

V i s i o n  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  

The Office of Worship and Christian Evangelization will serve as a stable liturgical institute 
along with the diocesan liturgical commission. 

R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  O f f i c e  

The font, source and summit of the Christian life are found in the celebration of the liturgy.  
From this celebration, Christians are nourished and strengthened to bring the evangelizing 
message of the truth, love and life of Jesus into their homes and into all of society. 

The term worship speaks primarily of the liturgy, the official worship of Christ in his Church, 
but it also applies to the popular religiosity, which to be authentic must be inspired by the 
liturgy and the authentic Magisterium of the Church.  The reason for the title “Office of 
Worship and Christian Evangelization” is to emphasize that worship in every form is meant to 
lead God’s people to proclaim the Good News of God’s love in their lives. 

The liturgy is to be the first priority in every parish.  The liturgy of every parish should be the 
center of the life of the parish, joyfully uniting people in the praise of God, celebrating the 
Pascal Mystery, developing and expressing the common bond of love of all the parishioners 
and nourishing God’s people to consciously bring Christ’s love to everyone in their lives.  All 
activity in the parish should flow this liturgical praise of God, and all activity should be 
brought to the liturgy and offered in praise of God. 

Every pastor is responsible to celebrate the liturgy with reverence and relevance, according 
to the liturgical norms of the Church and to promote and train ministers for all the needed 
liturgical roles.  It is the responsibility of every pastor to prepare well the homily, and to see 
that good liturgical music is provided for the liturgies. 

The role of the Office of Worship & Christian Evangelization is to support, teach, and 
encourage pastors to fulfill this essential and primary role of the priests of the Diocese. 

The other materials for this section are currently being developed and compiled.  They will be 
forwarded to you as soon as they are ready. 

 

» Baptism 
» Confirmation 
» Eucharist 
» Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
» Penance 
» Matrimony 
» Pastoral care of the sick 
» Funerals 
» Ministers 
» Devotions 
» Evangelization in the Diocese of Fresno 
» Master of Ceremonies 



Sacramental Life Committee of the Priests Council 

The Sacramental Life Committee of the Priests Council is responsible for developing and 
recommending to the Priests Council guidelines, directives and policies concerning the liturgical 
and devotional celebrations and life in the Diocese of Fresno.  The Director of the Office of 
Worship and Evangelization chairs the committee.  The membership of the committee shall 
consist of a priest from each of the deaneries of the Diocese.  These members shall be appointed 
by the bishop upon recommendation of the local Dean. 

Diocesan Liturgical Commission 

The Diocesan Liturgical Commission is responsible for the development and presentation of the 
programs and resources on the liturgy for the parishes and liturgical ministers of the Diocese.  It 
will also advise the Sacramental Life Committee of the Priests Council concerning matters for 
which it is responsible. 

The Director of the Office of Worship and Evangelization chairs the commission.  The 
membership of the commission shall consist of priests, deacons, religious and lay members of the 
Diocese who are carrying out liturgical ministries and knowledgeable in liturgical principles and 
practices.  The members shall be appointed by the bishop upon recommendation of the director 
of the Office of Worship and Evangelization. 


