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“DOs” and “DON’Ts” 
 
The State and federal governments highly regulate the political process in California.  Political activities 
by churches raise significant compliance issues regarding tax and political disclosure laws.  Violations 
carry severe penalties and can result in very large fines against offenders and loss of the Church’s tax 
exempt status.  The Diocese offers the following “Dos and Don’ts” to assist pastors as Election Day 
approaches.  Use it in conjunction with the bishop’s October 10, 2006 “Policy on Political Materials.” If 
you have questions, please call the Chancellor’s Office for additional advice.  
 

 Refer your parishioners to the website of the California Catholic Conference 

(www.cacatholic.org).  The site includes much information regarding ballot propositions, 
Church teaching applicable to issues facing voters, and the position taken by the bishops of 
California regarding selected ballot propositions. 

 Feel free to use public policy materials prepared by the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, the California Catholic Conference, Catholic Charities of California, and the Alliance 
of Catholic Healthcare.  These organizations have posted material on their websites that 
pertain to the issues facing Catholic voters, including material regarding California’s ballot 
propositions.   

 Also use material as authorized or directed by the bishop or a diocesan office. 
 Encourage people to read Faithful Citizenship, published by the United States Conference of 

Catholic Bishops.  It is available on the website of the USCCB at 

http://www.usccb.org/faithfulcitizenship/bishopStatement.html. 
 Urge parishioners, who are registered to vote, to acquaint themselves with the issues and to 

vote on Election Day.  The California Secretary of State’s website has excellent information 
(in both English and Spanish) on the candidates and issues to be voted on during the 
upcoming election, as well as directions for voting and polling place locations.  The site is 

www.ss.ca.gov.  
 Encourage parishioners to host discussion groups or parish forums regarding faithful 

citizenship and Catholic teaching applicable to the issues facing voters during the upcoming 
election.  The USCCB’s Faithful Citizenship provides an excellent basis for a non-partisan 
discussion of Catholic teaching applicable to public policy issues facing voters.  Also, the CCC 
website has approved, non-partisan voter education materials pertaining to ballot 
propositions up for a vote on Election Day. 

 Priests may speak out on moral issues that happen to be involved in ballot propositions.  In 
fact, priests are encouraged to speak-out strongly on moral issues on the ballot, but not to 
refer to individual candidates or political parties.   
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 Don’t directly or indirectly comment upon any political party or candidate for political office 
from the pulpit, during any parish events, or in parish bulletins or mailings.  Political activity 
of any kind related to political parties or candidates for political offices is expressly 
prohibited by federal law.  A violation of the law can result in a loss of the Church’s tax 
exempt status.   

 Don’t permit any candidate forums at the parish, any speeches or appearances by political 
candidates at parish events, or any parishioner or other individual to distribute literature or 
otherwise campaign on behalf of political parties or candidates for public office on parish 
property. 

 Don’t permit any political signs, placards, banners, stickers, or buttons related to candidates 
for public office or political parties (e.g., “Vote for Smith, State Senate,” “Jones for City 
Council,” “Vote Peace, Vote Democratic,” “No New Taxes, Vote Republican,” etc.) to be 
displayed on any parish buildings, parish property, or parish or school vehicles.   

 Don’t permit any group or organization–including groups identifying themselves as 
“Catholic” organizations—to distribute or disseminate political literature of any kind at the 
parish or the parish school.  The only political materials that may be distributed at our 
parishes or schools are those prepared by the USCCB, the California Catholic Conference, 
Catholic Charities of California, the Alliance of Catholic Healthcare, the bishop, or a diocesan 
office.  (See bishop’s October 10, 2006 “Policy on Political Materials.”) 

 Don’t prepare, distribute, or allow others to distribute “voter guides” of any kind on parish 
or school property.   The distribution of voter guides may, in many cases, violate federal tax 
laws. 

 Don’t prepare or distribute political literature, other than bulletin announcements or inserts 
prepared by the approved organizations mentioned above, or spend any parish funds on 
political activities.  Failure to report political expenditures may violate California law. 

 Don’t take any chances with regard to political activities conducted on parish property.  The 
risks are just too serious, the law is too complicated to be easily understood, and the 
possibility of making mistakes is too great.  Violation of laws regarding the political process 
can, in some cases, result in state prosecution of enforcement actions against violators, 
including pastors and parish employees, and result in the imposition of very significant 
monetary fines against such individuals.  The laws are rigorously enforced and violators are 
held strictly liable for violating them. 

 
If you aren’t sure whether an activity related to the upcoming election may cause a problem, call the 
Chancellor’s Office.  We can consult our diocesan attorney and quickly get you the advice you need to 
avoid any problems.          



 


