
Mission Apostolate1 

From the Great Commission of Matthew 28:18-20 comes the responsibility of every follower of 
Jesus to proclaim the Good News of salvation to the whole world.  The Church, through a process of 
evangelization that spans two thousand years, has reached the ends of the earth, but the 
proclamation must continue, for Christianity remains a diaspora community in many parts of the 
world.  One of the ways in which the Diocese of Fresno participates in the missionary apostolate on 
the universal Church is by strongly supporting the national and international organizations that are 
involved in the work of the missions. 

Society for the Propagation of the Faith (SPF)2 

The Diocese of Fresno participates and supports all the activities and programs of the National 
Office of SPF, such as the World Mission Sunday celebration and special collection, the Christmas 
and Lenten Appeals, the monthly gifts program, and the promotion of special gifts and legacy for the 
work of the missions.  The Diocese of Fresno also sponsors a Missionary Cooperation Plan, as 
suggested by the National Office of the Society for the Propagation of the Faith.  The plan is 
designed to give missionary societies and dioceses an equal opportunity to come to our parishes and 
to appeal for financial support from our people.  The plan also gives the parishes an opportunity for 
education in the missionary work of the Church and for building up a deeper missionary spirit.   

The Holy Childhood Association 

The Holy Childhood Association is the Church’s mission outreach for and through children.  Through 
the HCA, young people in the USA learn about the lives of children in developing countries and are 
able to share their blessings with those who are less fortunate.  In a way, they become missionaries 
themselves by supporting with their prayers and sacrifices the work of the missions.  The goal of the 
HCA is not so much to raise funds but to educate and to inspire young people in the mission of the 
Church to the whole world.  HCA offers a number of well-designed, attractive programs and 
materials that can help our young people to broaden their understanding of people of other 
countries and of their connection to the work of the Church throughout the whole world.  The 
pastor should encourage the principal of the parochial school, the director of religious education, 
the teachers in catechetical ministries, youth ministers and all who work with young people, to use 
the resources offered by the Holy Childhood Association in their programs for the sake of the 
education of the children, as well as for the support of the missions. 

Home Missions 

The Diocese of Fresno supports not only the foreign missions but also the Home Missions.  Priests 
are asked to encourage their people to be generous in their support of the special collection for the 
Home Missions.  These resources are used to promote development and evangelization in areas of 
our country where the presence of the Church is either minimal or non-existent, and where poverty 
and lack of resources are obstacles to effective sharing of the Good News of Jesus Christ.  In the 
past, the Diocese of Fresno has received grants for some of its outreach programs.  We need to be 
aware of the special areas or groups in our own Diocese that could be described as home missions. 

Guidelines for Missionary Cooperation 

Proposed by the PMS National Office of THE SOCIETY FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH. 

  In general, this entails the following procedure: 

1. Each year, the director receives and evaluates requests from mission societies, mission 
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dioceses, and other mission-related organizations seeking to participate in the Missionary 
Cooperation Plan. All letters received must be on official stationary and signed by an 
authorized representative of a religious/mission group.   

       Selection process begins towards the end of the calendar year for MCP acceptance.  

2. The Diocesan Mission Director is responsible for the administration of the Missionary 
Cooperation Plan and acts on behalf of the Diocesan Bishop in whose name missionaries 
are invited to the diocese.   

3.   The Diocesan Mission Director assigns one or more parishes to each approved mission 
group who are contacted in writing, as are pastors of parishes assigned. A copy of the 
diocesan directives, parish information and testimonial of suitability form are sent with 
the selection letter.  

3.    A Testimonial of Suitability must be received for every speaker in the current MCP year. 
Without this document, no mission representative shall be allowed to speak at any 
parish.  

4.   The director oversees (and in many cases directly handles) the transfer of the funds 
collected to the participants in the Missionary Cooperation Plan.  Generally, two reports 
are prepared each year showing 2nd collection results by mission group and by each 
parish assigned.   

5.   The period for these mission appeals is from January to the end of August.  

6.    Assignments will be received in February.   

7.    The National Office, has in the past, gathered information from directors on the 
participation in the Mission Cooperation Plan for the purpose of preparing a summary 
report.  This report has been found useful by directors to help them evaluate requests 
and make decisions about assignments. 

8.    The Mission Cooperation Plan can vary widely from diocese to diocese and each diocese 
has established its own procedures and guidelines.  Directors rely on these in fulfilling 
their responsibilities for the Missionary Cooperation Plan. 

9.    The diocesan director will assign a qualified missionary to every parish each year. 

 

Directives for the Missionaries 

1. The dates for the appeals are to be decided by the pastor and the missionary group 
assigned. It is the responsibility of the mission group to submit the completed “Response 
Form” t the diocesan mission office by the specified date. A second collection is taken for 
the missionary group per Saturday/Sunday Mass.  

       It is highly recommended that the mission group or community send advance materials 
to the parish, to be used for the parish bulletin, announcements and other means of 
communication. 

2. The missionary priest is solely responsible for his/her travel and accommodation 
expenses; prior room arrangements must be made before arrival since not all parishes 
can provide lodging.   

       It is highly recommended that the mission group or community send advance    
       materials to the parish, to be used for the parish bulleting, announcements and  
       other means of communication.  

3. If requested, priests who come to make appeals should be available for Mass and 
sacramental assistance. Canon 967 grants priests the right to hear confessions 



everywhere, if they have valid faculties from their ordinary. 

4. Mission priests should be available for all Masses per parish schedule. Additional 
sacramental services should be rescheduled when possible or you may ask the Mission 
priest if he is willing to assist. Compensation of extra sacramental duties should be given 
to the missionary priest according to the diocesan stipend norms as well as the 
customary Mass stipends.   

5. Canon 967 grants priests the right to hear confessions everywhere, if they have valid 
faculties from their ordinary.  

       When possible, speakers with personal missionary experience and bi-lingual in Spanish 
and English should make the appeal.  The effectiveness of the appeal depends a great 
deal on the quality of the presentation.  Poor knowledge of English/Spanish, a high-
pressure style, a poor delivery, and/or a lack of enthusiasm have often resulted in poor 
responses.   

6. Names and addresses of donors should neither be requested nor given.  The only 
exception would be subscription envelopes for a publication, with the approval of the 
pastor. Absolutely no missionary envelopes are to be distributed to parishioners. 

7. The period for these mission appeals is from January  to August 31.  The pastor will 
forward the entire collection to the Diocesan Office of the Society for the Propagation of 
the Faith, and the office will forward a check to the headquarters of the missionary 
society or diocese making the appeal.  Ten percent (10%) of the collection will be 
retained by the Diocesan Office for special missionary projects and appeals.   

8. No personal contacts may be made by the visiting missionaries for the purpose of 
collecting funds from private parties, without the expressed knowledge and permission 
of the pastor and of the Diocesan Mission Office. 

9. These directives will be mailed to each missionary group when they are informed that 
they have been chosen to make an appeal in designated parishes.  You are the key in 
making sure that these directives are carried out.  Again, the ultimate goals are to offer 
financial and spiritual support to the missionary efforts of the Church, and to increase our 
people’s awareness and commitment to the Missions.  

10. Please be aware of additional collection dates on the diocesan collection schedule (Easter 
weekend, Father’s Day/Priests’ Retirement). 

 



Missionary Cooperation Plan 

Parish groups: 

                             St. Rita – Tulare 
St. Aloysius Church - Tulare 
St. Jude Thaddeus – Earlimart 
 

Holy Spirit Church - Fresno 
St. Alphonsus -Fresno 
St. Genevieve - Fresno 
 

St. Anne/Holy Cross - Porterville 
Sacred Heart - Lindsay 
Sacred Heart – Exeter 
 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church - Clovis 
Divine Mercy/Infant Jesus of Prague – Clovis/Prather 
Our Lady of Victory Church - Fresno 
Shrine of St. Therese – Fresno 
 

St. Philip the Apostle Church - Bakersfield 
St. Mary – Taft 
St. Mary - Buttonwillow 
 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton - Bakersfield– 
 St. Augustine - Lamont 

St. John - Wasco 
 

St. Anthony Church - Atwater 
Sacred Heart - Planada 
St. Columba - Chowchilla 
Sacred Heart – Dos Palos 
St. Joseph – Firebaugh 
 

St. Joseph – Los Banos 
St. Jude Thaddeus Church - Livingston 
Holy Rosary - Hilmar 
O.L. of Miracles – Gustine 
 

St. Mary of the Miraculous Medal – Delano 
Our Lady of Guadalupe - Delano 
St. Therese - Shafter 
St. Elizabeth - McFarland 
St. John the Evangelist – Tipton 
 

St. Patrick - Merced 
St. Joseph – Mariposa 



St. Joseph – Selma 
Sacred Heart - Merced 

 
 
 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church - Bakersfield 

San Clemente Mission - Bakersfield 
Sacred Heart – Bakersfield 
 

Good Shepherd Catholic Parish - Visalia 
St. Mary – Visalia 
Holy Family – Visalia 
St. Thomas – Visalia  
St. Thomas – Goshen  

 

St. Catherine of Siena Church - Dinuba 
Our Lady of Sorrows - Parlier 
St. lsidore the Farmer - Orange Cove 
St. Francis Cabrini – Woodlake 
 

St. Anthony of Padua Church - Fresno 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel - Fresno 
 

St. Francis of Assisi - Bakersfield 
St. Jude - Wofford Heights 
 

St. Ann Church - Ridgecrest 
O.L. of Lourdes - California City 
Santa Rosa - Lone Pine 
 St. Thérèse Mission - Tecopa 
O.L. of Perpetual Help – Bishop 
Our Lady of the Snows – Frazier Park 

 

St. Joachim – Madera 
St. Paul Newman Center - Fresno 
St. Jude - Easton 
O.L. of Assumption – Caruthers 

 

St. Joseph Church - Los Banos 
St. Jude Thaddeus – Livingston 
O.L. of Miracles - Gustine 
Holy Rosary – Hilmar  
 

lmmaculate Heart of Mary Church - Hanford 
St. Anne - Riverdale 
Holy Family - Kingsburg 
St. Lucy - Fowler 
Our Lady of Guadalupe – Mendota 
 

St. Malachy Church - Tehachapi 



Christ the King - Bakersfield 
St. Mary – Rosamond 
 St. Francis of Assisi Mission - Mojave 
St. Thomas - Arvin 
 
 



St. Anthony of Padua – Reedley  
Our Lady of the Sierra - Oakhurst 

(St. Dominic Savio -Bass Lake) 
St. Mary - Fresno 
St. Mary Queen of Apostles – Reedley  
 

St. John's Cathedral - Fresno 
St. Helen - Fresno 
St. Mary – Sanger 

 
St. Anthony Claret Church - Fresno 

(Christ the King Mission - Malaga) 
St. Patrick - Kerman 
St. Paul - Tranquility 
Sacred Heart – Fresno 
 

St. Peter Prince of Apostle - Lemoore 
St. Paul - Coalinga 
St. Joseph – Avenal 
St. Francis Cabrini – Huron 
 

St. Brigid Church - Hanford 
Shrine of O.L. of Fatima - Laton 
Our Lady of Lourdes - Corcoran 
St. Mary – Cutler 
 

St. Joseph – Bakersfield 
 Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe – Bakersfield 
 
 
Our Lady of La Vang Mission – Fresno  EXEMPT 
Our Lady of the Snows – Yosemite  EXEMPT 


