
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS 

Our Faith, Our Family, Our Future Tuition Assistance Program 
 

PURPOSE: 

The purpose of the OFOFOF Tuition Assistance Program is to provide financial support to as 
many deserving families as possible so that they can choose a Catholic school education for their 
children. The family’s practice of the Faith is an essential ingredient to be eligible for this 
assistance. Funding for this tuition assistance program was made possible by the generosity of 
God’s people who contributed to the diocesan OFOFOF campaign and helped fund a 2.5 million 
dollar endowment fund for this program. 

 

PROGRAM PROCEDURES: 

1.  OFOFOF tuition assistance grants are for elementary school students attending Catholic 
schools.  These grants do not replace the parish or school’s own tuition assistance program. 
Only families who are actively participating in the faith-life of a Catholic parish are eligible to 
participate in this program. 

2.  Families must apply for tuition assistance on or before April 15 by submitting a financial aid 
application provided by the school.  Each application is evaluated by a professional tuition aid 
firm for analysis and comparison.  The application will require families to submit copies of 
different federal tax forms to verify a family’s available discretionary income.  Families will 
need to only complete one application per family for one or more children even if their 
children attend different Catholic schools. 

3.  Based upon the tuition assistance award recommended by the professional financial aid 
service company, tuition assistance will be awarded by the bishop on or before June 15 to 
those Catholic families ranked most needy until the available funds are depleted. 

4.  Schools will have confidential access to the same financial aid need analysis and ranking as is 
available to the diocesan OFOFOF Tuition Assistance Program Committee.  Each family’s need 
analysis and comparison data will be made available through an  on-line, secure, web 
database. 

5.  All tuition assistance will be paid directly to the school in one payment by August 1.  Schools 
will be asked to apply the tuition assistance to the tuition accounts of families who are 
awarded diocesan tuition assistance on a prorated monthly fashion. 

6.  The Tuition Assistance Program Committee will make an annual report on this program to the 
Bishop of the Diocese of Fresno and the Board of Directors of the Our Faith, Our Family, Our 
Future Corporation. 

Zalud Scholarships for Music and Agriculture1 

The Bishop of the Diocese has the administrative responsibility for overseeing a substantial fund 
for scholarships to be used solely for good music and for agriculture.  Pearle Zalud, a longtime 
resident of the City of Porterville, through her will left certain property to the Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Fresno.  She died in 1970.  Ms. Zalud further instructed the Roman Catholic Diocese 
of Fresno to use the income and principal from the property to provide both music and 
agriculture scholarships.  This fund was fully restored in 1995 and scholarships began again the 
following financial year. 
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According to the stipulation of the will the funding is to be divided evenly between music 
and agriculture and its distribution is left entirely to the discretion of the Bishop of the 
Diocese of Fresno.  This is not an endowment fund but the bishop is leaving the corpus 
intact and simply using the interest received at this time to allow this fund to continue 
benefiting students for many years to come.  The amount available for music and agriculture 
scholarships each year depends on the investment return. 

The Diocese gives scholarship grants to a number of universities and colleges within our 
Diocese. 

Principals of our Catholic schools, both elementary and high schools may apply for 
funding for music and agriculture programs that benefit the students. 

Vicars  in consultation with the priests in their vicariate may apply for funding for 
promoting good liturgical music workshops in the vicariate. Vicars may collaborate in this 
to have a single workshop presented in a number of vicariates.   

The Diocese also gives grants for vicariates liturgical music development for parishes 
lacking a liturgical music program.  These later grants must be requested through the 
Vicar for workshops. 

Pastors of parishes may also recommend individual students from their parishes who 
will be studying in the fields of music and agriculture. 

The Director of Development is in charge of overseeing the scholarship program.  
Applications for grants and scholarships are circulated during the late winter and are 
due in the development office in late spring.  Funds are distributed in the late summer 
to be used in the school year starting in September.  If you have any questions regarding 
these scholarships, you may contact the Director of Development. 

Black and Indian Missions Office Grant 

The Black and Indian Mission Office considers applications for funds only when they are 
submitted by the Most Reverend Ordinaries and will place in their hands the Grants that 
are made for evangelization among Blacks and Native Americans under their 
jurisdiction. 

Grants are determined by the numbers ministering to the Black and Native American 
communities, by the number of people to be served, the number of evangelization 
programs, schools for Black and Native American students, etc., in each arch/diocese. 
Special consideration is given on a pro rata allocation formula to the arch/dioceses that 
have a single collection (we have a combined collection with Catholic Home Missions) 
each year for the National Black and Indian Mission Collection. 

The following will not be accepted for grants: 

Social service projects (should be requested from the CHD Collection), communications 
projects (should be requested from the Communications Collection) Religious 
Retirement expenses (should be requested from Retirement for Religious Collection). 

IMPORTANT:  In past years, the grant amounts requested by the Ordinaries exceeded 
the dollar amount received in the National Black and Indian Mission Collection.  Thus, a 
positive effort should be made by each one to promote the Collection.  Every request is 
given proper consideration.  Please do not submit requests that should be covered by 
the above national collections. 

Grant requests are due the Black and Indian Mission Office the last week in July each 



year and the grants are announced the second week of January the following year.  We 
should require grants from Black and Indian ministries in the Diocese of Fresno to be in 
to the Chancery (or bishop’s office) by July 1 each year.  

 


