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SCOPE:   Diocese Sponsorship of foreign-born clergy; reimbursement of fees.  

PURPOSE: To establish (a) a policy clarifying when the Diocese of Fresno will sponsor clergy born in other 
countries who request sponsorship for a visa, and (b) guidelines for payment of Religious Worker 
or Permanent Resident Visa application fees. 

POLICY: This policy explains when the Diocese of Fresno will generally sponsor clergy born in other 
countries for a Nonimmigrant Religious Worker (R-1) visa to perform fulltime priestly ministry 
exclusively or primarily for the Diocese of Fresno.  This policy also explains when the Diocese will 
reimburse the legal fees and the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) visa 
application fees. 

PROCEDURE: 

1.  Process for requesting sponsorship or fee reimbursement.  A priest seeking visa sponsorship or visa fee 
reimbursement from the Diocese of Fresno shall complete the request for the I-129 Petition for a 
Nonimmigrant Religious Worker (R1), or the Lawful Permanent Resident Application (LPR) Authorization for 
Action Form and submit it to the Bishop/Vicar General for approval. All oral requests, even if approved, are 
contingent upon completing the Authorization for Action Form and submitting the information and documents 
required by the form.   

2.  Sponsorship for nonimmigrant Religious Worker Visa.  In order to be considered for sponsorship by the 
Diocese, the priest should provide information showing the following: 

Religious Worker (nonimmigrant) Visa   

 Letter from the Bishop or Major Superior releasing him to serve in the Diocese of Fresno for a 
minimum of three to five years. 

 Letter of good standing from the appropriate official of his diocese of religious order.  

 Successful background check from the law enforcement authorities of the United States.  

 Personal/phone interview with the Bishop or the Vicar General, unless waived by Bishop 

 Proof of eligibility for an R-1 visa for the time period requested. 

 International priests should provide a current DVD demonstrating their liturgical style, including 
preaching in English. If the priest indicates capability in the Spanish language, this must be 
included in the DVD too.  

Permanent Resident    

 Normally a priest will not be sponsored for Permanent Residence unless he has been 
incardinated in the Diocese of Fresno. 

 In rare cases where the Diocese of Fresno sponsors a non-incardinated priest for Lawful 
Permanent Residence, the priest shall make a written commitment to serve in the Diocese no 
less than four (4) years after receiving the Permanent Residence Card. 



3.  Reimbursement (or advancement) of legal and application fees  

The Diocese may reimburse (or advance, at the Diocese’s discretion) all or part of the direct and necessary cost to 
apply for the I-129 Petition for a Nonimmigrant Religious Worker (R-10 or Lawful Permanent Resident Application 
(LPR).  The Diocese may also elect to pay all or part of the direct and necessary legal fees for preparing the I-129 
Petition or Permanent Resident Application. The Diocese will only reimburse all or part of the necessary and direct 
immigration and legal fees to process the Religious Worker or Lawful Permanent Resident Visa application for 
priests seeking a nonimmigrant or immigrant visa to come to (or remain) in the Diocese of Fresno to perform full 
time priestly ministry exclusively or primarily for the Diocese of Fresno.  If a priest is sponsored by any other entity 
other than the Diocese of Fresno, the Diocese of Fresno will not be responsible for fees.  In summary, the following 
table shows when the Diocese will or may reimburse legal and USCIS fees: 

 

   USCIS Cost Legal / Attorney Fees 

  DOF  Priest/Religious DOF Priest/Religious 

Religious Worker (R-1) 

   
3-5 years’ service    

Permanent Resident  

3-5 years’ service 

Non-incardinated 50% 50% 
Diocesan 
discretion 

50% 
 

Incardinated Only 100% 100% 100% 0% 

Sponsor or Petitioner is 
not the Diocese of Fresno 

Ø Ø Ø Ø 

 
Priests who are serving in the Diocese of Fresno for three to five years will be responsible for 50% of USCIS 
Religious Worker (R-1) or the Lawful Permanent Residence Visa application fee, and the Diocese of Fresno will pay 
the remaining USCIS 50% visa application fee.  If the priest is incardinated, the Diocese will cover 100% of the legal 
and USCIS visa application fees. 

4.  For Religious priests, the Religious Order will be responsible for any legal and USCIS Religious Worker or 
Permanent Residence Visa application fees. 
 
Any costs and/or penalties due to the negligence or oversight pertaining to the immigration status of a priest will 
be the sole responsibility of the priest. 

Miscellaneous matters.   
1. Those who want to get a Nonimmigrant Religious Worker Visa must have a petition approved by the 

Department of Homeland Security of the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) in the 
United States, before going to a consulate abroad and applying for a visa.  Priests/religious may no longer 
obtain an R-1 Visa simply by making an appointment at the U.S. Consulate abroad. 

2. With the new regulations approved on November 28, 2008, the initial admission for those entering in R-1 
status will now be 30 months (2 ½ years) versus 36 months (3 years) as under the previous regulations.   

a. Foreign nationals will be allowed one visa extension for an additional 30 months, with a limit of 5 
years in   R-1 status.  The cumulative five-year limitation remains the same.   

b. The Foreign national is required to obtain I-129 Petition approval in the US to extend his/her 
status for the additional 30 months and will no longer be permitted to obtain an extension when 
he/she arrives in the US (at the port of entry). 

3. The Diocese of Fresno must notify the Department of Homeland Security (DHF) within 10 days if a 
priest/religious has left employment or religious community.  If the priest/religious no longer qualify to 
remain in R-1 status, notify the Office of the Religious Immigration Services immediately.  Also, notify if 
the priest/religious plans to travel abroad. 



4.     Priests and religious are responsible to contact the Office of Religious Immigration Services if they have 
any immigration concerns at 559-488-7413 or by email to yhepinger@dioceseoffresno.org.5.    After a 
careful consideration, the Diocese of Fresno has chosen to contract with Catholic Legal Immigration 
Network, Inc. (CLINIC) to assist with visa petitions and other immigration related matters.  CLINIC is a 
nonprofit corporation and subsidiary of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) and has 
a staff of dedicated attorneys, specializing in Religious Immigration Law.  Only CLINIC is authorized to 
represent the Diocese of Fresno in immigration procedures.  If a priest or religious uses any law firm 
rather than going through the Diocese of Fresno, the Diocese will not sponsor the priest or religious, nor 
be responsible for any fees.6.    The Office of the Vicar General is the liaison with CLINIC.  Any 
priest/religious with an immigration question are to contact the Office of Religious Immigration Services. 
The Priest/religious should not contact CLINIC directly. 
 

Arrival/Departure Form I-94 (overview) 
 

1. To increase efficiency, reduce operating costs, and streamline the admissions process, U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP) has automated Form I-94 at air and sea ports of entry. The paper form will no 
longer be provided to a traveler upon arrival, except in limited circumstances. Travelers will be given a 
CBP admission stamp on their travel document (passport). Travelers will need a copy of his/her I-94 
(record of admission) for verification of alien registration, immigration status or employment 
authorization, this record can be obtained from www.cbp.gov/I94. Travelers may visit this website to 
print their electronic I-94 number before applying for immigration or public benefits, such as a driver’s 
license or a social security number.  

2. If a traveler requires a paper version of Form I-94, it is also available at www.cbp.gov/I94  
3. With this new I-94 automation process, travelers will not need to do anything differently upon exiting the 

US.  
        Travelers issued a paper Form I-94 should surrender it to the commercial carrier of CBP upon departure. If 

the record was created electronically, CBP will record their departure using manifest information obtained 
from the carrier. 

4. Since automation only affects air and sea arrivals, a paper Form I-94 is still used at the land border ports 
of entry.  

5. Special attention must be given to the Arrival/Departure Form I-94 upon arrival to the United States. It is 
the visa applicant/visa holder’s responsibility to see that the Consular Officer or Immigration Agent has 
classified the R-1 Visa appropriately and that it is dated correctly. Priests/religious can access their 
Arrival/Departure record information online,  for more information please visit the following link:    

                                          
                                     https://www.cbp.gov/travel/international-visitors/i-94-instructions.   
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