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Name of Minister: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Parish and City: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion for the Sick 

for those visiting the homebound 

Ministry Agreement 

 

In my role as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion for the Sick, I recognize that my 

responsibilities are: 

• to maintain the utmost respect for the Holy Eucharist 

• to complete any required training renewal for this ministry 

• to keep my diocesan safe environment clearance current 

• to keep my commitment to the ministry, and if I cannot fulfill an arranged visit, I will 

contact the coordinator/office manager to find a replacement 

• to at all times keep the confidentiality of those I serve  

• when entering a private home, to be respectful of the family and the individual’s need 

for safety preferences 

• if serving at a hospital or care facility, to take any required additional training and abide 

by the regulations of the facility 

• to read and understand the Diocese of Fresno Elderly Awareness pastoral Guidelines, 

and promise to abide by them 

To begin or renew my service of Ministry to the Homebound in June 2021, I agree to the 

following safety protocols: 

• I will wear a mask at all times when entering a private home. 

• I will sanitize my hands immediately upon entering the home, and upon leaving. 

• I will keep distance from family members as is appropriate. 

• I will take any safety precautions requested by the individual being served or their 

family members. 

• I will submit a copy of my record showing I am fully vaccinated. 

 

Signature of Minister: _________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Pastor/Administrator: ____________________________________________________ 

Date: _________________________________ 
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Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion for the Sick 

for those visiting the homebound 

Preliminary Guidelines 

 

Those who are trained to serve the sick, especially those visiting the homebound, serve as the 

healing presence of the Church and of the parish community.  For this specialized ministry, all 

persons must be trained in proper reverence, care, and in the ritual for Holy Communion for the 

Sick.  Once trained, there is to be an installation of ministers to the sick at the parish. 

All ministers must be safe environment cleared to serve by completing the online Safe and Sacred 

course and be fingerprinted using the form provided by the parish.  Ministers must also read and 

sign the Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion for the Sick Ministry Agreement, as well as 

Diocesan Volunteer Form and Code of Conduct form. 

As such, ministers must always be mindful of those they serve: arriving on the scheduled time 

and being respectful of the family that accompanies the person they visit.  Ministers treat 

everyone with courtesy, consideration, and compassion, and above all, respect the confidentiality 

at all times. 

The minister must be well prepared for the visit by reflecting on the Scripture that will be shared 

and be comfortable and confident with the ritual that will be shared during this time.  Each 

minister must have his/her own copy of a Rite for Communion of the Sick and be trained in how 

to use it properly. 

When carrying the Blessed Sacrament to someone, the minister must carry the Eucharist in a pyx 

and burse and go directly to the home or facility.  There must not be any other stops along the 

way.  The minister is not allowed to keep the Blessed Sacrament at home or retain it in any other 

place but must return unconsumed Hosts to the tabernacle immediately (Canon Law no. 935). 

There is a specific dress code in place for those in this ministry.  Dress must be modest, respectful, 

and clean.  There should be no casual attire, such as jeans, t-shirts, shorts, or short skirts.  Sneakers, 

tennis shoes, and flip-flops are not acceptable.   

Finally, as with all ministries of the Church, each minister should devote time in prayer for their 

ministry.  Accompanying the sick and their families can take a toll on a person’s emotional and 

spiritual health, therefore an active prayer life is essential.   

Specific guidelines will be given at the next training session, which may take place at your parish 

or through the diocesan office.  Ministers will be contacted for this training. 


