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Wednesday 9AM followed by Benediction at 
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Sunday 10AM 
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Sunday 8AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

St. Margaret Church  

Saturday:  3:00 – 3:45PM 
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732-449-5765 

The Parish of 

St. Catharine and St. Margaret 
Spring Lake, New  Jersey 

VERY REVEREND DAMIAN McELROY, PASTOR 



Luke 19:1-10 

At that time, Jesus came to Jericho and intended to pass 
through the town. Now a man there named Zacchaeus, who 
was a chief tax collector and also a wealthy man, was seeking 

to see who Jesus was; but he could not see him because of the 
crowd, for he was short in stature. So he ran ahead and 

climbed a sycamore tree in order to see Jesus, who was about 
to pass that way. When he reached the place, Jesus looked up 
and said, “Zacchaeus, come down quickly, for today I must 

stay at your house.” And he came down quickly and received 
him with joy. When they all saw this, they began to grumble, 
saying, “He has gone to stay at the house of a sinner.” But 

Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Behold, half of 
my possessions, Lord, I shall give to the poor, and if I have 
extorted anything from anyone I shall repay it four times 

over.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to 
this house because this man too is a descendant of Abraham. 
For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save what was 

lost.”   

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Monday Phil 2:1-4; Ps 131:1bcde, 2, 3; Rom 6:3-9; Lk 

14:12-14  

Tuesday:    Rv 7:2-4, 9-14; Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; 1 Jn 3:1-

3; Mt 5:1-12a  

Wednesday:  Wis 3:1-9; Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Rom 6:3-9; 

Jn 6:37-40  

Thursday Phil 3:3-8a; Ps 105:2-3, 4-5, 6-7; Lk 15:1-10  

Friday:      Phil 3:17-4:1; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5; Lk 16:1-8 

  

Saturday Phil 4:10-19; Ps 112:1b-2, 5-6, 8a and 9; Lk 16:9

-15  

Sunday:    2 Mc 7:1-2, 9-14; Ps 17:1, 5-6, 8, 15; 2 

Thes 2:16-3:5; Lk 20:27-38 or Lk 20:27, 34-38 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
All Saints 
 
I’m scared of holy people; yes, they terrify me! I don’t mean the real holy 
people; I mean the ones that are convinced they are holy and everyone else isn’t. 
I bring this up because on the feast of All Saints, I am supposed to encourage 
everyone to be a saint, but I want to ensure we are on the same page. 
  
What do we mean by a saint? How would you know one? Well, some are 
canonized, but most people are called saints because people regard them as 
saints. Here is a little test, your notion or idea of what a saint truly is, is probably 
revealed in who your favorite saints are. Is your saint meek and mild, caring for 
the poor, a doctor of the church, a virgin, and martyr, a great reformer or thinker, 
or a person of self-denial and poverty? There is probably something in the life of 
your favorite saint that you equate with holiness. Or maybe you don’t have a 
favorite saint, perhaps you just never heard their story, or you didn’t see the 
point, or maybe you just couldn’t relate your life, your story to theirs. 
  
I sympathize, don’t get me wrong, we have many saints who are approachable 
and relevant to us, but I must admit some of the others we read about are a little 
bit scary. I don’t know if they were that strange in real life or if their biographers 
have done them a disfavor; I presume the latter. Sometime in the lives of the 
saints, all that remains after centuries of editing are caricatures of real people. 
People in old garments, speaking a strange language, living an unbalanced life, a 
life of extremes, most probably not a life you would desire for yourself or your 
family. 
  
To use popular language, our ideas and image of a saint need a makeover. We 
first need to say that we have saints of every personality, size, shape, race, 
culture, and language. Over the centuries and today, they have worn every type 
of clothing. They come from every rank, from servant to king, from pauper to 
persons of wealth, from the simple to the sophisticated, from the learned to the 
unlettered and everyone in between. 
  
Every person, of every time, is called to holiness, to sanctity. And can achieve it 
with God’s grace. In this great diversity, there are a few common elements 
among saints. The first is recognizing that God knows them, loves them, and 
calls them. So begins a lifelong relationship of knowing that every moment is 
lived in the presence of God, that we are significant people, unique, called to be 
the person he created us to be. 
  
To be the person he calls us to be. To live not an extreme life or half-life or 
weird life, but to live life to the full, a life of joy. To choose goodness is to 
choose life; to choose sin is to choose something less, something false, 
something not worthy of ourselves. We deserve better. 
  
 A saint is not someone convinced of their own holiness but God’s. Some will 
say, I can’t be a saint; I have a past. So did Sts Peter & Paul. I can’t be a saint; I 
had doubts. So did St Thomas. I can’t be a saint; I sin. Welcome to confession. 
  
Most would have said Mother Theresa of Calcutta if you asked people in recent 
years to name a living saint. Many regarded her as living on another level. Her 
praises were sung, and she was mentioned in every second homily. However, 
there was a tendency to romanticize, to create a new caricature. That is why in 
recent years, I was glad that when the diary of Mother Theresa was published, 
we found a real woman, a real person who doubted her worth and her faith, who 
wrestled with doubt but kept praying, and serving. Mother Theresa’s struggles 
only strengthened my belief that she is a true saint of the church. Some people 
were scandalized, and some wanted us to be scandalized. 
  
For those who were, I thought, “you just don’t get it; the life of a disciple is not 
Hollywood or Disney. It has a struggle, pain, sin, failure, conversion, and 
reconversion. We hang onto his garments, to his holiness, because we know we 
cannot save ourselves, we throw ourselves on the ground, and he picks us up 
from the dust. We ask for forgiveness repeatedly, and he gives it again and 
again.” 
  
We are all sinners in this church, called to be saints, relying on God’s grace and 
mercy to become the people he calls us to be. It is a blessing to be on the journey 
with you. 
  
Relics 
For the Feast of All Saints and the week following, the reliquary of the parish 
will be on public display on the Marian Altar in St Catharine Church. 
 
With Love and Blessings, 
Fr Damian 
     
  
 



 



 

 

 

 

God didn’t create us to just get by; he created us to live life to the full. Get ready to take your life to a new level—practically and 
spiritually. Rediscover God and the life you were made for. REBOOT! is the fun, inspiring and practical experience of applying 

the beauty and genius of the Gospel to every aspect of your life; from prayer and spirituality, to work, dating, marriage, parent-
ing, health and more! 

Do not miss the opportunity to hear one of the most sought-after Catholic voices of our time! 
For more information or to GET YOUR TICKET (limited seating is available), visit www.smlparish.org. Tickets are only $30-
39! This includes all event materials and take-away items. 

Contact Christine Brandt at cbrandt@smlparish.org, or 609-654-8208, ext. 113, with any questions. 

 
(QR Code leads directly to tickets page) 





November 

Remembering the faithful departed 

 

Traditionally the month of November is dedicated to 
remembering our loved ones who have died.  Special 

Mass envelopes are available from the back of church. 

Please take an envelope home, make a list of the names 
you would like us to pray for and place the list (with an 

offering if you wish) in the envelope and return it to the 
rectory. These envelopes will be placed in a special 

basket and placed by the altar. All Masses celebrated 

during the month of November for all the names 
included in the envelopes. Let us pray at this time for all 

those we have loved and lost and all of those who 
mourn them. As we commend them to God, let us give 

thanks for all of the love they shared with us during 
their lives and commit ourselves to living that same life 

of love and faith.  

On Thanksgiving Day,  

Thursday, November 24th, 

 we will celebrate 9 AM  

Mass at St. Catharine  

Church. There will be no  

12 PM Mass that day. 

 

 

Come join us on April 22, 2023 for a 
pilgrimage to Fatima on the river boat Gil 

Evans as we sail the Douro River from 
Portugal to Spain with an optional 

extension to Santiago de Compostela 
with Father Leo Patalinghug as our 

spiritual leader.  For more information, 
please contact Sister Margaret Tierney at 

(732)449-5765 *124.or 
Srbeachcombcomb@yahoo.com 

Due to weather constraints, beginning 
Sunday, November 6th, the 10 AM Mass 
will be inside at St. Margaret's Church. 

mailto:Srbeachcombcomb@yahoo.com


 

 



Please remember our sick: Charles Pergola, Baby 
Brennan, Donna Hakim, Robert Brennan, Elizabeth 
Stader, Edward Schneider, Teresa Gaidis, Arthur 
Lynch, Ken Kojola, Thelma Punzalan, Deacon Mark 
Mc Nulty, Gail Augusta, Marie O’Neil, Harold 

Zuber, Genevieve O’Brien, John Tarantino, Erin Rubas, 
Ryan Marlowe, Baby Mac, Edna Raffetto, Michael 
Fontayne,  Virginia Meehan, Fr. James Whelan, Bill 
Condon, Jeff Hawarden 
 
Please pray for our deceased:  Patricia Felton, Joseph 
Williams, Marie O’Neil, Patricia Nordahl Liguori, Earl J. 
Delle Chiaie, James P. Fennell, Joseph Williams, Eileen 
Kiovior, Thomas George Goodman, Richard Kuzianik, 
Kenneth Zelinski, Brian J. Venables, Jack Murphy 

 

Names remain on the sick and deceased at the request of 
parishioners for 4 weeks. If extended prayers are 
needed, please send a note or call.  Thank you. 

MONDAY,  October 31 
12:00PM Dec mbrs of the Kelly Family-
AnneMarie Renois 
 
TUESDAY,  November 1 
12:00PM  
 
WEDNESDAY, November 2 
9:00AM Deceased members of the Parish 
12:00PM Deceased members of the Parish 
      
THURSDAY, November 3 

12:00PM  The Connolly Family 

     

FRIDAY, November 4 

12:00PM Carmelites  

 

SATURDAY, November 5 

4:00PM Dec mbrs of the Mc Dermott and 
Ryan Families   

5:00PM William Murphy 

 

SUNDAY,  November 6 

8:00AM The D’Andrea family 
  People of the Parish     
9:00AM Memorial Mass Society  
10AM  Patricia Margaret Machler 
12PM  William L Coyle  

PRESIDER MASS SCHEDULE 

(Celebrant subject to change due to Pastoral 

needs) 

Saturday, October 29 

         4PM Fr. Gregg Abadilla 

              5PM  Fr. Damian Mc Elroy 

 

Sunday, October 30 

       8AM Fr. Gregg Abadilla 

        9AM Fr. Gregg Abadilla 

         10AM Fr. Damian Mc Elroy 

          12PM  Msgr. Richard Liddy 

 

 



9               513               St. Catharine—St. Margaret Parish Family 

 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:00 AM –4:00 PM. 
If you wish an appointment with a priest, please call beforehand.  
On Holy Days & Holidays, the rectory office is closed 
 
PARISH INFORMATION 
Street and Telephone Numbers 
Rectory, 215 Essex Avenue 732-449-5765 
Convent, 211 Essex Avenue 732-449-5765, ext 126 
      Sr. Carole MacKenthun, RSM 
      Sr. Margaret Tierney, SC 
      Sr. Beth Dempsey, RSM 
St. Catharine School, 301 Second Ave., Spring Lake  732-449-4424 
St. Catharine Cemetery, 1100 W Chicago Blvd. Sea Girt  732-749-3092 
St. Anne Cemetery, 1610 Allenwood Road, Wall 732-749-3092 
 
PARISH WEBSITE:  www.scsmsl.org 
SCHOOL WEBSITE:  www.stcatharineschool.net 
PARISH E-MAIL:  ContactUs@stcatharine-stmargaret.org 

PARISH CONTACTS 
RECTORY 732-449-5765 

    (Front Desk & General Info) Ext. 
100 

 
       Business Manager        Ext 169 
       Baptisms        Ext 100 

Buildings & Grounds Ext 104 
Bulletin Ext 140 

       Funerals        Ext 100 
       Music Office        Ext 103 
       Pastor’s Secretary        Ext 169 
       Pastoral Care        Ext 124 
       Religious Education    Ext  105 
       Weddings        Ext 109 

 
BAPTISMS AND BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASSES:  Baptisms are held the second and fourth Sundays of the month.  Baptism Preparation Classes are an 
online module. Please call 732-449-5765, ext 100 to arrange for Baptisms and the Preparation Class.   
 
EUCHARISTIC DEVOTION:  Weekly Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is held EVERY Wednesday following the 9am mass in St. Catharine Church, 
Benediction at 11:45am. 
. 
MARRIAGES:  All couples planning marriage should notify the parish at least one year in advance.  The Church sees marriage in one’s own parish as the most 
proper arrangement, therefore, people who reside in St. Catharine - St. Margaret Parish have a right to be married here.  Others should receive the sacrament in their 
own parishes.  The bride, the groom, or their parents must be registered and living in this Parish for at least one year.  Pre-Cana or Engaged Encounter Weekend is 
required as is participation in FOCCUS; a self-diagnostic inventory designed to help couples learn more about themselves and their unique relationship.  Please call 
732-449-5765, ext. 109 or email weddings@scsmsl.org 
 
MARY’S CHILD PRO-LIFE MINISTRY:  Please contact Mary Reilly 732-685-6011. 
 
MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA:  after 12pm mass on Monday at St. Catharine Church. 
 
ADULT ROSARY PRAYER GROUP: Thursday evenings 7-7:45pm in the Convent Chapel. Prayers include the Rosary, Chaplet of Mercy, and prayer to St. 
Joseph.  Call Sr. Carole 732-449-5765 ext. 128 for more information. 
 
CHILDREN’S ROSARY PRAYER GROUP: Thursday afternoon 2:30-3:00 during the school year in the school chapel near the carport area of St. Catharine 
School.  Parents, grandparents and children are welcome.  Call Sr. Carole 732 449 5765, ext. 128 for more information. 
 
RCIA (Adult Baptism, First Communion or Confirmation): Please contact Isabella Maguire 732 341 2496   
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The Blessed Carlo Acutis “Eucharistic Miracles”  

Traveling Exhibition at St. Catharine School  

  


