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Mass Schedule 
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Wednesday 9AM followed by Benediction at 
11:45AM 
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Sunday 9AM & 12PM 

 

St. Catharine School Playground 

301 Second Avenue Spring Lake, NJ  07762 

(Moved inside to St. Margaret Church if 
inclement weather) 
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St. Margaret Church 

300 Ludlow Avenue, Spring Lake, NJ  07762 
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Sunday 8AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

St. Margaret Church  

Saturday:  3:00 – 3:45PM 

    www.scsmsl.org       contactus@scsmsl.org 

732-449-5765 

The Parish of 

St. Catharine and St. Margaret 
Spring Lake, New  Jersey 

VERY REVEREND DAMIAN McELROY, PASTOR 



Luke 23:35-43 

The Rulers sneered at Jesus and said, “He saved others, let 
him save himself if he is the chosen one, the Christ of 

God.” Even the soldiers jeered at him. As they approached 
to offer him wine they called out, “If you are King of the 
Jews, save yourself.” Above him there was an inscription 

criminals hanging there reviled Jesus, saying, “Are you not 
the Christ? Save yourself and us.” The other, however, 

rebuking him, said in reply, “Have you no fear of God, for 
you are subject to the same condemnation? And indeed, we 
have been condemned justly, for the sentence we received 
corresponds to our crimes, but this man has done nothing 
criminal.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you 

come into your kingdom.” He replied to him, “Amen, I say 
to you, today you will be with me in Paradise.”  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Monday:  Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5; Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 

21:1-4  

Tuesday:  Rv 14:14-19; Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13; Lk 21:5-11   

Wednesday:   Rv 15:1-4; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 7-8, 9; Lk 21:12-19  

Thursday: Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 

5; Lk 21:20-28 
Thanksgiving Day: Sir 50:22-24; Ps 145:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11; 1 
Cor 1:3-9; Lk 17:11-19  

Friday:   Rv 20:1-4, 11—21:2; Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a; Lk 

21:29-33  

Saturday:  Rv 22:1-7; Ps 95:1-2, 3-5, 6-7ab; Lk 21:34-36   

Sunday:  Is 2:1-5; Ps 122: 1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Rom 13:11-

14; Mt 24:37-44  

 Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
When I’m traveling, one of my favorite past-times is people-watching. 
You’ve probably done it yourself. You can sit outside a café and watch 
the world go by; there’s a whole cast of characters. And you can 
speculate who they are and where they’re from! 
 
The Italians are easy, and they’re always so well-dressed. The Irish are 
peppered with freckles and wear shorts revealing milk bottle-colored legs 
at the very first sign of sunshine. The Americans are, well, I’ll leave that 
up to you! Have you ever played that game? Can you identify different 
nationalities without them even speaking? Maybe by their behavior or 
their attitude? 
 
 
Here is a much more difficult question for you. What would a citizen of 
the kingdom of God look like? Remember, citizens of the kingdom of 
God come from every nationality, culture, people, and race. 
 
What would distinguish them? How would they behave? What would 
their values or attitudes be? And let’s ignore religious jewelry or 
paraphernalia. 
 
I appreciate that it’s a strange question. We don’t often think of being 
citizens of the Kingdom of God. We are undoubtedly proud citizens of 
particular countries with a legitimate demand for our loyalties. Still, we 
also must recognize that there is a power and an authority greater than 
any earthly one. We recognize God as the ultimate authority, the ruler of 
the Universe. 
 
St. Thomas Moore summarized this well. When faced with the choice 
between career and truth, He chose to do the right thing, even though it 
meant losing his rank, privileges, and even his own life. 
He dearly loved King Henry VIII; indeed, he was a friend to him. But he 
summarized his decision with these words,” I am the king’s good servant 
but God’s first.” 
 
All citizens have rights and obligations, and the citizens of the kingdom 
of God are no different. 
To be citizens of the kingdom involves not just the promise of a future 
eternal life after death but an obligation today. We must help realize His 
Kingdom. 
 
Christ tells us that his kingdom is not of this world. Most kings are 
served, but He is a king who serves. In most kingdoms, the lowly die for 
their king and country; here is a king that dies for us. 
 
Christ’s kingdom is not of this world but in this world. This is his world; 
this is his kingdom.  
He heals us. He speaks for the poor, the outcast, and the downtrodden. He 
Reconciles sinners. He challenges the unjust. 
 
To be a citizen of the kingdom is to continue his mission and values in 
our own time. To change the world and our society seems impossible; we 
don’t know where to begin. It begins in our own home, family, and circle 
of friends, living and witnessing to Christ, in and out of season. It means 
telling the truth, being a person of integrity, and being humble. It means 
to speak for the poor, the forgotten when no one else wants to know. 
It means to sacrifice ourselves for the common good. It means to persist 
when we have compassion fatigue when other voices suggest a 
superficial charity but turn away from a fundamentally just and equitable 
society. 
 
We are called not just to give the world a superficial makeover but to 
truly change it, to renew the face of the earth. That’s why we have 
churches, schools, hospitals, and missions worldwide. We are here to 
serve local communities and call them to service. 
 
Here’s the toughest question. Would a stranger recognize you as a citizen 
of the Kingdom of God? 
 
With Love and Blessings, 

Fr Damian 



November 

Remembering the faithful departed 

 

Traditionally the month of November is dedicated to 
remembering our loved ones who have died.  Special Mass 

envelopes are available from the back of church. Please take an 
envelope home, make a list of the names you would like us to 

pray for and place the list (with an offering if you wish) in the 
envelope and return it to the rectory. These envelopes will be 
placed in a special basket and placed by the altar. All Masses 
celebrated during the month of November for all the names 

included in the envelopes. Let us pray at this time for all those 

we have loved and lost and all of those who mourn them. As we 
commend them to God, let us give thanks for all of the love they 
shared with us during their lives and commit ourselves to living 

that same life of love and faith.  

On Thanksgiving Day,  

Thursday, November 24th, 

 we will celebrate 9 AM  

Mass at St. Catharine  

Church. There will be no  

12 PM Mass that day. 

The 2023 Mass Book will 

be opening on Monday, 

November 28, 2022. 

Parishioners are strongly 

encouraged to schedule 

your Mass Intentions 

online by visiting our 

website:  

www.scsmsl.org and 

clicking on the “Mass 

Intention Link,” which 

will take you to the 

online Mass intention 

scheduler.    

Offerings at Francis House of Prayer 

Trenton Diocesan Spiritual Center and Retreat House 

84 Walnford Road  •  Allentown, NJ 08501 

609-877-0509 or FHOP@verizon.net 

Please check www.FHOP.org for dates, registration, direc-
tions and for our other offerings! 

All programs will be offered online and in-person unless oth-
erwise indicated.  

  
PROMISES MADE: PROMISES KEPT  

Sunday, November 27            9:00 AM – 2:00 PM  

Deep in your heart you have made a promise to yourself to make 
this season of Advent meaningful.  Keep that promise and join us 
on this first Sunday of Advent as we, through prayer, silence and 
the beauty of nature, prepare our hearts for God’s great promise to 
us, the gift of Jesus. Liturgy at noon. Donation: $25, lunch includ-
ed. Zoom $20 

 THE JOY OF ADVENT  

Monday, November 28         9:30 AM – 1:00 PM  

Travel through Advent this year with The Joy of Advent, Daily 
Reflections from Pope Francis.  These are perfect companions for 
this busy and stressful season.  We begin this Holy Season togeth-
er doing what we can to make it more peaceful and prayerful. 
Donation: $35, includes lunch and book. Zoom: $20  

ADVENT – ONE DAY AT A TIME  

Tuesday, November 29              9:30 AM – 1:00 PM  

Advent is the beginning of a new Church year. But we aren’t 
promised a whole year, are we? Each day is given to us – singly – 
as a gift. So, each day it’s important to listen to what God is say-
ing and to pay attention to what God is doing. The quiet of Ad-
vent – the stillness of hunkering down for an imminent winter – 
are the perfect conditions for listening and focusing. Let us go 
forth together one day at a time on our Advent journey to Je-
sus.  Donation: $25, includes lunch. Zoom $20  

ZOOM ONLY 
TRINITY MEANS RELATIONSHIP 

Wednesday, November 30       9:30 AM – Noon  

Come and explore together how the Holy Trinity is grounded in 
relationships. Richard Rohr is our guide as we reflect on portions 
of his book, The Divine Dance: The Trinity and Your Transfor-
mation and his daily meditations which will help us understand 
how “God is the dance and…we’re all invited  in.”  Donation: 
$20 

mailto:FHOP@verizon.net
http://www.FHOP.org




 

Our annual Christmas Giving Trees will be in the churches beginning 
Thanksgiving weekend and will be present until the final collection on Sunday, 

December 18th.  

Affixed to the trees will be tags detailing requests for clothing, toys, crafts, games, 
gift cards, donations and prayers for children and families in need.  

These have been particularly difficult times for many, and we ask that you be 
generous in your support, as you so often have. 

Nothing needs to be wrapped, but we do ask that you place your gift at the tree 
with the corresponding tag attached. There will also be donation boxes for those 

who wish to offer financial support.  

The families of  Madonna House, Mercy Center, Mission of  Mercy, Our Lady of  
Guadalupe Parish and more thank you, and the Giving Tree Committee thank 

you as well.  

If  you have any questions or would like to be part of  a prayer or action team for 
the Giving Tree, please email us at shorecatholics@gmail.com.  

mailto:shorecatholics@gmail.com




 

 



Please remember our sick: Charles Pergola, Baby 
Brennan, Donna Hakim, Robert Brennan, Elizabeth 
Stader, Edward Schneider, Teresa Gaidis, Arthur 
Lynch, Ken Kojola, Thelma Punzalan, Deacon Mark 
Mc Nulty, Gail Augusta, Marie O’Neil, Harold 

Zuber, Genevieve O’Brien, John Tarantino, Erin Rubas, 
Ryan Marlowe, Baby Mac, Edna Raffetto, Michael 
Fontayne,  Virginia Meehan, Fr. James Whelan, Bill 
Condon, Jeff Hawarden 
 
Please pray for our deceased:  Sr. Maryann O’Connor, John 
Mullen, Marguerite Doran, Pamela Musa-Murphy, 
Richard Friedel, Patricia Felton, Joseph Williams, Marie 
O’Neil, Patricia Nordahl Liguori, Earl J. Delle Chiaie, 
James P. Fennell, Joseph Williams 

 

Names remain on the sick and deceased at the request of 
parishioners for 4 weeks. If extended prayers are 
needed, please send a note or call.  Thank you. 

MONDAY,  November 21 
12:00PM David Kane 
 
TUESDAY,  November 22 
12:00PM M/M Robert I Heller 
 
WEDNESDAY, November 23 
9:00AM Tom Briscoe 
12:00PM Joseph Bozza 
       
THURSDAY, November 24 

12:00PM  People of the Parish 

     

FRIDAY, November 25 

12:00PM Joseph V Gallucci 

 

SATURDAY, November 26 

4:00PM Joseph Zurla 

5:00PM Michael Mignelli 

 

SUNDAY,  November 27 

8:00AM Marguerite Reilly 
  Walter & Mildred Jennings   
9:00AM Thomas Bielicki   
10AM  James Dougherty 
12PM  People of the Parish  

PRESIDER MASS SCHEDULE 

(Celebrant subject to change due to Pastoral 

needs) 

Saturday, November 19 

         4PM Fr. Damian Mc Elroy 

              5PM  Fr. Gregg Abadilla 

 

Sunday, November 20 

       8AM Fr. Kevin Ashe 

        9AM Fr. Gregg Abadilla 

         10AM Fr. Damian Mc Elroy 

          12PM  Msgr. Richard Liddy  

 

Please join Father 
Damian in St. 

Margaret's Duffy Hall 
following the 10 AM 

Mass on Sunday, 
November 27th for the 

blessing of  Advent 
wreaths and nativity 

sets. If  more 
convenient, please just 
bring the Baby Jesus 

figure for the blessing. 
Refreshments will be 

served. 



9               513               St. Catharine—St. Margaret Parish Family 

 

RECTORY OFFICE HOURS 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:00 AM –4:00 PM. 
If you wish an appointment with a priest, please call beforehand.  
On Holy Days & Holidays, the rectory office is closed 
 
PARISH INFORMATION 
Street and Telephone Numbers 
Rectory, 215 Essex Avenue 732-449-5765 
Convent, 211 Essex Avenue 732-449-5765, ext 126 
      Sr. Carole MacKenthun, RSM 
      Sr. Margaret Tierney, SC 
      Sr. Beth Dempsey, RSM 
St. Catharine School, 301 Second Ave., Spring Lake  732-449-4424 
St. Catharine Cemetery, 1100 W Chicago Blvd. Sea Girt  732-749-3092 
St. Anne Cemetery, 1610 Allenwood Road, Wall 732-749-3092 
 
PARISH WEBSITE:  www.scsmsl.org 
SCHOOL WEBSITE:  www.stcatharineschool.net 
PARISH E-MAIL:  ContactUs@stcatharine-stmargaret.org 

PARISH CONTACTS 
RECTORY 732-449-5765 

    (Front Desk & General Info) Ext. 
100 

 
       Business Manager        Ext 169 
       Baptisms        Ext 100 

Buildings & Grounds Ext 104 
Bulletin Ext 140 

       Funerals        Ext 100 
       Music Office        Ext 103 
       Pastor’s Secretary        Ext 169 
       Pastoral Care        Ext 124 
       Religious Education    Ext  105 
       Weddings        Ext 109 

 
BAPTISMS AND BAPTISM PREPARATION CLASSES:  Baptisms are held the second and fourth Sundays of the month.  Baptism Preparation Classes are an 
online module. Please call 732-449-5765, ext 100 to arrange for Baptisms and the Preparation Class.   
 
EUCHARISTIC DEVOTION:  Weekly Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament is held EVERY Wednesday following the 9am mass in St. Catharine Church, 
Benediction at 11:45am. 
. 
MARRIAGES:  All couples planning marriage should notify the parish at least one year in advance.  The Church sees marriage in one’s own parish as the most 
proper arrangement, therefore, people who reside in St. Catharine - St. Margaret Parish have a right to be married here.  Others should receive the sacrament in their 
own parishes.  The bride, the groom, or their parents must be registered and living in this Parish for at least one year.  Pre-Cana or Engaged Encounter Weekend is 
required as is participation in FOCCUS; a self-diagnostic inventory designed to help couples learn more about themselves and their unique relationship.  Please call 
732-449-5765, ext. 109 or email weddings@scsmsl.org 
 
MARY’S CHILD PRO-LIFE MINISTRY:  Please contact Mary Reilly 732-685-6011. 
 
MIRACULOUS MEDAL NOVENA:  after 12pm mass on Monday at St. Catharine Church. 
 
ADULT ROSARY PRAYER GROUP: Thursday evenings 7-7:45pm in the Convent Chapel. Prayers include the Rosary, Chaplet of Mercy, and prayer to St. 
Joseph.  Call Sr. Carole 732-449-5765 ext. 128 for more information. 
 
CHILDREN’S ROSARY PRAYER GROUP: Thursday afternoon 2:30-3:00 during the school year in the school chapel near the carport area of St. Catharine 
School.  Parents, grandparents and children are welcome.  Call Sr. Carole 732 449 5765, ext. 128 for more information. 
 
RCIA (Adult Baptism, First Communion or Confirmation): Please contact Isabella Maguire 732 341 2496   
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