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St. Columba Worship Site 

343 West 25th Street 

New York, New York  10001 

212 807-8876 
 

  St. Columba Worship Site is presently 

closed due to the collapse of the Canopy 

in the Sanctuary.  All Masses are cele-

brated in Guardian Angel Church. 

 
Email: 

parish@guardianangelstcolumba.org 
Website:  

Guardianangelstcolumba.org  
 

  Baptisms:  Contact Parish Office 

 

IN RESIDENCE 

Rev. Msgr. Walter Niebrzydowski 

Fr. Tomas Del Valle 

Fr. Philip Phan 

Guardian Angel Worship Site 

193 Tenth Avenue 

New York, New York  10011 
212 929-5966 

 
 Mass Schedule: 

Monday:   Saturday: 12:00pm 

Saturday: Vigil Mass: 4 pm 

Sunday:    8:30 am, 10:30 am (Spanish) 

      & 12:00 Noon 

Confessions:  
Before or after all Masses 

Baptisms:  Contact Parish Office 
 

August 21, 2022 

Fr. Tomas Del Valle & the Congregation at 10:30 Spanish Mass 



FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 
 
 Dear Parish Family, 
 

One of our parishioners brought to my attention this 

piece in recent Catholic New York by Mary Deturris 

Poust about her Sunday Church experience in Holy 

Name Cathedral Chicago.   The title is “Forging 

Connections People Yearn to Make.” Read it and 

reflect on how we can make our parish a warm family 

of God.  

As I settled into my pew at Holy Name Cathedral in 

Chicago one recent Sunday morning, I gazed up at 

the beautiful interior, a feast for the eyes, and hoped 

for a liturgy that would be a feast for my soul. I was 

not disappointed; in fact, I was joyful, verging on 

giddy. 

Thumbing through the cathedral bulletin before Mass, 

I read an informative public policy piece on growing 

anti-Catholic sentiments and religious liberty; a short 

reflection on that day’s Gospel story; and a reflection 

on the upcoming Feast of Mary Magdalene that made 

this Magdala fan-girl smile from ear to ear. In terms 

of a spiritual meal, this spread was a feast of delicious 

appetizers that left me content and looking forward to 

the main course, which was everything I’d hoped for 

and more. 

The music was accessible and easy to sing. The 

homily was on-point and offered food for thought. 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist was reverent to the point 

of giving me goosebumps. The pews were filled with 

people young and old, families and singles, but, best 

of all, so many young adults. After a liturgy that was 

beautiful from start to finish, the lector ran through 

announcements about upcoming events—coffee and 

pastry in the courtyard after Mass, a summer jazz 

concert (BYO picnic dinner), a paint-and-sip party. 

Everything was free and open to anyone and 

everyone, no exceptions. I turned to my husband, 

Dennis, and said: “This is how you do Church.” 

As we walked out of Mass, we were stopped multiple 

times by people encouraging us to join them in the 

courtyard. The young priest who wrote the Mary 

Magdalene reflection was greeting people in the back. 

(I knew he was the writer because he was wearing a 

name tag.) I stopped to thank him for the inspiration. 

Then I made my way over to the celebrant so I could 

thank him as well. 

                                                          

Maybe the hopefulness of that morning has something to 

do with the population of Chicago in general. I had felt a 

surge of hope as we wandered the halls of the Chicago 

Art Institute because it was so crowded with young adults 

and families, but I believe my Mass high was due to more 

than demographics. It was due to the intentional effort 

that had been made to welcome newcomers, to find points 

of connection, to offer something relevant and inviting, to 

recognize that, while the Eucharist is Source and Summit, 

we humans often need tangible benefits to go along with 

the transcendent intangibles. 

For years I’ve given a talk called “Lost Generation,” 

which focuses on reaching out to adult Catholics discon-

nected from the faith. One of my key points has been that 

we cannot bridge the divide by starting with theology, or 

even with Eucharist. For many people who are inactive or 

uncatechized, the Eucharist is a Mystery that requires 

time, prayer and revelation that doesn’t always arrive all 

at once when someone walks through the door. We have 

to meet people at the door, connect with them where they 

are, and walk with them down the path until the mundane 

gives way to Mystery. 

That connection begins with sincere welcome, with broad 

inclusion, with coffee gatherings and painting classes—

not just once in a while and not just with minimum effort. 

Connection begins with a willingness to let go of the old 

mantra, “We’ve always done it this way,” and open our 

hearts and minds to new ways of doing things. 

There’s a surefire way to know if we’re on target: Imag-

ine you are a non-Catholic—or disconnected Catholic—

walking into Sunday Mass at your church for the very 

first time. Would that experience of Church make you 

want to come back a second time? If the answer is not a 

resounding Yes, it’s time to rethink the usual routines. 

People are hungry for deep connection and loving 

community. If you build it, they will come. And they 

will bring their friends. 

Last Sunday Collection: $1421.00. 

Second Collection: Church in Africa: $598.00. 
 
Last Sunday, I received a message from the Archdiocese 

that they want me to go to the Chancery office on Mon-

day August 22nd at 3:00 pm to meet with concerned de-

partments to discuss a plan forward for St. Columba. 

Please pray that the Holy Spirit guide all to fulfill God’s 

plan. 

 

Blessings and Prayers,  

Fr. Pancrose 



 
GOSPEL MEDITATION  

21st Sunday in  

Ordinary Time 
 
The serious disciple knows 

the necessity and value of 

discipline. Thinking of disci-

pline as something punitive in 

nature, we underscore its 

place in our spiritual lives. 

Discipline is really about a 

radical trust in God and his 

guidance. “When you are conducted by a guide who takes you 

through an unknown country at night across fields where there 

are no tracks, by his own skill, asking no advice from anyone, 

giving no inkling of his plans, what choice do you have but to 

give yourself completely to his guidance? If you are convinced 

that he is a good guide, you must have faith in him and aban-

don yourself to his care (Jean-Pierre de Caussade).”  
 
Sunday’s Readings: Is 66:18-21/Ps 117:1, 2/Heb 12:5-7,  

            11-13/Lk 13:22-30  

MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 
Saturday - August 20, 2022 

4:00 pm       MEM - Fenton & Sheridan Family 

Sunday - August 21, 2022 

8:30 am       INT - The Heimbinder Family 

10:30 am     MEM - Hipolita Torres, José Apontes, Maria  

         Guzman,  Sacred Heart 

12:00 pm    MEM - Jean & Sal Calabro 

       MEM - Susana R. Vargas 

Monday - August 22, 2022 

12:00 pm     INT - Gordon Wong 

Tuesday - August 23, 2022 

12:00 pm     MEM - Sister Concepción de San José 

Wednesday - August 24, 2022 

12:00 pm     MEM - Sister Concepción de San José 

Thursday - August 25, 2022 

12:00 pm     INT - Vannia Ettelman 

Friday - August 26, 2022 

12:00 pm     MEM - Dodnina Lois-Rubin 

Saturday - August 27, 2022 

12:00 pm       

4:00 pm       MEM - Michael McMahon  

Sunday - August 28, 2022 

8:30 am       

10:30 am     MEM - Miguel Pavón  
12:00 pm 

MEDITACIÓN  
 

EVANGÉLICA  

21er Domingo del  

Tiempo Ordinario 
 
Hay palabras dichas por el 

propio Jesús en el Evangelio 

que son difíciles de compren-

der. Están puestas para sacu-

dirnos de nuestro letargo.  No 

es como recibir un mensajito 

lindo en el celular, ni como 

siempre decimos, “qué bonitas palabras dijo el sacerdote en su 

homilía”. No basta, inclusive, el recibir la Eucaristía el domin-

go que asistimos a Misa. Se necesita permanecer íntimamente 

con él. Jesús no responde si son pocos o muchos los que se 

salvan. Sino que habla de una puerta angosta: “Esfuércense 

por entrar por la puerta angosta, porque yo les digo que mu-

chos tratarán de entrar y no lo lograrán” (Lucas 13,24). Y 

para ayudarnos dice: “Pues los que ahora son los últimos, se-

rán los primeros, y los que ahora son los primeros, serán los 

últimos” (Lucas 13,30). ¿Qué te parece? 
 
Actualmente, el Papa Francisco habla de tres puertas y creo 

que ilumina mucho las palabras del Evangelio de hoy. “Orar, 

celebrar, imitar a Jesús: son las tres puertas que hay que 

abrir para encontrar el camino, para ir hacia la verdad y la 

vida”.  Aparentemente fácil, pero difícil de llevarse a cabo a la 

perfección. Cabe preguntarse lo siguiente: ¿Cómo va mi vida 

de oración de intimidad con Jesús? ¿Cómo celebro los Sacra-

mentos? ¿De qué forma imito a Jesús? El Papa pide que pen-

semos en estas tres puertas, que nos harán mucho bien a todos. 

Sugerencia, abrir el Evangelio y leerlo en familia, es una for-

ma de comenzar a entrar por la puerta angosta.    

 
 

Queenship  
of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary 

 
Monday,  

August 22nd 

Pray for our Deceased Family & Friends 
Please remember all our deceased family, friends and fellow 

parishioners. May our faithful departed, enjoy eternal rest 

and peace in the kingdom of heaven!  
 

Pray for our Sick, Suffering and Homebound 
  
 John Lawrence  McCormick, Christian Rivera, Ariel Ri-
vera,  
 Marina Montalvo, James Patrick Cleary, Kara Jean 

Fleming, Stacy Hearrell, Anthony Orlando, Anne Orlan-

do, Kerry Ann Sadak,  Leu-Anne Nickey, Ellen Consales, 

Juan Cerda, Kevin Peet, John Rossi, Arlene Stock,  

Michael  Bini 


