
Funeral Planning – Music 

 

"Music is integral to the Funeral rites. It allows the community to express 

convictions and feelings that word alone may fail to convey. It has the power 

to console and uplift the mourners and to strengthen the unity of the assembly 

in faith and love. The texts of the songs chosen for a particular celebration 

should express the paschal mystery of the Lord's suffering, death, and triumph 

over death and should be related to the readings from Scripture." 

-from the Order of Christian Funerals (Number 30) 

 

Reminders when selection music for a funeral mass: 

 The funeral music suggestions provided here are a great starting point, 

but other songs from our hymnal are also appropriate.  If there is a 

sacred song that has a special meaning for the family of the deceased, 

and it is not listed, please mention that to the pastoral associate helping 

with your planning who can (with the musicians) determine if we can 

accommodate that request. 

 

 All music must be sacred (appropriate for liturgy) – this includes prelude 

music (sacred or instrumental/classical) as well as music for the funeral 

mass itself.  Recorded music is not permitted in the Roman Catholic 

liturgy. 

 

 If visitations take place in the Worship Space, any music played must be 

sacred or instrumental/classical. 

 

 For funerals being live streamed, all music used during the liturgy must 

be covered by the parish copyright streaming license. 

 

  



Hymns often used at Funeral Masses  

All I Ask Of You  

Amazing Grace  

Ave Maria (Communion Meditation)  

Be Not Afraid  

Center of My Life 

Come To Me 

Eye Has Not Seen 

Here I am, Lord  

Holy Is His Name  

How Great Thou Art  

I am the Bread of Life  

I Have Loved You  

I Heard the Voice of Jesus 

I Know That my Redeemer Lives 

In Every Age  

Irish Blessing  

Let There Be Peace on Earth  

Lord of the Dance 

On Eagle's Wings  

One Bread - One Body  

Prayer of St. Francis 

Precious Lord, Take my Hand 

Restless is the Heart 

Seed, Scattered and Sown  

Shepherd Me, O God  

Song of Farewell  

Soon and Very Soon 

The Lord is My Light 

You Are Mine  

We Are Called  

Responsorial Psalms Often used at Funeral Masses  
 

The Path of Life (Psalm 16)  

Shelter Me, O God (Psalm 16 and 61)  

Lord, You have the Words of Everlasting Life (Psalm 19)  

Shepherd Me, O God (Psalm 23)  

To You, O Lord (Psalm 25) – there are several versions; please specify composer 

The Goodness of the Lord (Psalm. 27)  

The Lord is my Light and my Salvation (Psalm 27)  

Taste and See (Psalm 34) there are several versions; please specify composer 

As the Deer Longs (Psalm 42/43)   

The Lord is Kind and Merciful (Psalm 103)  

In Every Age (Psalm. 116)  

I will Praise your Name (Psalm. 145)  

 

 


