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Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
 
Today the Church celebrates the Exaltation of the Holy Cross. Christians 
today are accustomed to wearing crosses around our necks as a sign of 
our Christianity. It is a part of our culture. However, at the time of Jesus, 
the cross was the worst form of capital punishment that existed. It was a 
slow, humiliating, and torturous way to execute someone publicly. It is 
difficult to watch portions of “The Passion of the Christ” because of the 
horror Jesus experienced that day. 

 
Why do we celebrate the cross? Jesus took the weight of the sins of the world upon His back, 
died on the cross, and three days later rose from the dead. God transformed the cross from 
representing a torturous means of execution into the glorious means of salvation.   
 
The connection between this Gospel reading and the Old Testament first reading (Numbers 21:4
-9) is striking. Moses had led the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt into the desert. Even though 
God had just delivered them from slavery, the people began to complain because they had no 
food or drink. They did not trust God, who would give them manna from heaven and water from 
a rock. As they complained, serpents bit the Israelites and many of them died. Moses begged 
God for mercy, so God told Moses to make a serpent and mount it on a pole. Whoever looked 
upon this serpent on a pole would not die. 
 
Like the Israelites enslaved in Egypt, we are slaves to sin. Even though we complain to God and 
are ungrateful at times, Jesus went to the cross to save us. The Son of Man was lifted high on 
the cross, “so everyone who believes in Him may have eternal life.” (see John 3:16) 
 
We have a God who loves us enough to endure the cross. His self-emptying love (kenosis) on 
the cross should stir something within our hearts. This was not a simple, peaceful death. This 
was an agonizing and brutal way to die. He did it for you and me. Take time today to meditate 
on the depth of God’s love for you especially displayed by Jesus’s willingness to die on the 
cross to save us. 
 
One of the ways we can exult the cross is to accept with faith the cross that Jesus gives us to 
carry. Life is hard, and we are not in control. Sometimes we don’t understand the crosses we 
are asked to bear, but we trust that Jesus is helping us carry the cross. Jesus kept His eyes on 
the Father while He walked the via dolorosa (the painful way). He invites us to do the same 
because the Father will see us through anything. 
 
Have a blessed day!  
 
Fr. Burke 
 
 
Book for the month of September 2025 - “Holy Is His Name: The Transforming Power of 
God’s Holiness in Scripture” by Scott Hahn 
Fr. Burke’s Blog – www.frburke23.wordpress.com   

Reflections From the Pastor 
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UUppccoommiinngg EEvveennttss
Religious Ed Open House

September 14
Monday Night Formation

September 15
Ministry Fair

September 27-28
Comedy Night

October 4

Behold
October 15
Feastival
October 18
Blood Drive
October 19

Clothing Drive
November 1 and 2

Love Like Sean Family Run
November 2
Reboot

November 12
Boutique Night
November 13

Parish Christmas Party
December 13
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We Welcome These New Families to
Saint Isaac Jogues
Robert & Carrie Bertellotti
Rich & Mary Burruss

Lesley & Joseph Check
Nicholas & Lynn Ciotola
Kelly & Timothy Clarke

Yasmany Concepcion Martinez &
Marilexis Pardo Herreria

Alexandria Cutrone & Jon Urbach
Paul & Margaret Ferraro

Justine Gonzalez
Valerie & Dan Hitner
Marilyn Hougesen

Ronne & Christina Malham, III
Mary Margaret McDonald
Joan Norkus Schramm

Anthony & Emily Pecoraro
Susan Pischke

Victor & Celia Reyes
Jessica & Mina Rezk

David Seis & Lina Kabar
Daniel Tierney

Kimberly Trainor Dahlman
Elyse & Thomas Vasak
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Saint Monica Parent 
Support Group 

 
Concerned your child is  
ABUSING DRUGS OR 

ALCOHOL? 
 

YOU ARE NOT ALONE 
 

Confidential support & information: 
saintmonicagroup@gmail.com 

Saturday, September 13, 2025 
 4:30 PM Kathleen Kretzer V 
 
Sunday, September 14, 2025 
 7:30 AM Kyle Higgins V 
 7:30 AM Chris Katsis V 
 9:00 AM Cindy Gartenma V 
 10:30 AM For the Parish Family 
 12:00 PM John & Wanda Zumpano 
 
Monday, September 15, 2025 
 7:00 AM Mary Phelan V 
 5:00 PM Carol Oddy V 
 

Tuesday, September 16, 2025 
 7:00 AM Jennifer Korinek V 
 5:00 PM Richard Grothe V 
 
Wednesday, September 17, 2025 
 7:00 AM Mary Phelan V 
 5:00 PM Jan Kaczmarczyk V 
 5:00 PM Laura Denton V 
 

Thursday, September 18, 2025 
 7:00 AM The Hachett Family 
 5:00 PM David Iverson &  
  Sherrie Sarratore 
  Special Intention 
 

Friday, September 19, 2025 
 7:00 AM Julie Devitt V 
 5:00 PM Emmett Murphy V 
 

Saturday, September 20, 2025 
 8:00 AM Jim Booth V 
 4:30 PM Kathleen Kretzer V 
 
Sunday, September 21, 2025 
 7:30 AM Edmund F. Nowak V 
 7:30 AM Jack Grier V 
 9:00 AM James & Blanch Chirbas V 
 10:30 AM For the Parish Family 
 12:00 PM Helen Cullinan V 

Please Pray For Our Beloved 
Deceased and Their Families 

 

Madelyn McGreevy 
Patricia O’Brien 

For Our Sick 
Dee Basil 
Betty Bauer 
Thomas Bellaire 
Scott Brechtel 
Monsignor Jim Burnett 
Tom Butler 

Nancy Cardella 
Kaitlyn Conroy 
Noah Colandra Davis 
Eileen Doherty 
Ted Ehret 
Trinity Funteas 
Renee Glenn 
Joseph Hardmore 
Timothy J. Higgins 
Baby Jack Holakovsky 
Chris and Julia Jude 
Dorothy Klocko 
Marilyn Kornau 
James Lewandoski 
Vito Lullo 
Lou Mallardi 
Rita Morrissey 

Vincent Mosquera 
Thomas M. Nolan  
Bridget Nord 
Lisa Reichardt 
Marie Rossi 
Barbara Ryan 
Gloria Sherman 
Bob Slackert 
Fr. Dan Stempora 
Rob Stevens 
Denise Stout 
Mary Tadda 
John Tarullo 
Fr. Gerald Tivy 
Michael Westberg  

Please Pray... 

Scripture Readings 
 
 

Sunday Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
 Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-35, 36-37, 38;  
 Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 
Monday Memorial of Our Lady of Sorrows 
 1 Tm 2:1-8; Ps 28:2, 7, 8-9; Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 
Tuesday Memorial of Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian,  
 Bishop and Martyrs 
 1 Tm 3:1-13; Ps 101:1b-2ab, 2cd-3ab, 5, 6; Lk 7:11-17 
Wednesday 1 Tm 3:14-16; Ps 111:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Lk 7:31-35 
Thursday 1 Tm 4:12-16; Ps 111:7-8, 9, 10; Lk 7:36-50 
Friday  1 Tm 6:2c-12; Ps 49:6-7, 8-10, 17-18, 19-20; Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday  Memorial of Saint Andrew Kim Taegon, Priest, and  
  Paul Chong Ha-sang, and Companions, Martyrs 
  1 Tm 6:13-16; Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Lk 8:4-15 
Sunday Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 Am 8:4-7; Ps 113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8; 1 Tm 2:1-8; Lk 16:1-13 

Flame of Faith 
Saint John Paul II Eucharistic Adoration Chapel 
Six candles burn perpetually around the Blessed Sacrament in the 
Saint John Paul II Eucharistic Adoration Chapel. This week’s intentions: 
· Full healing for Marty Duggan 
· Repose of the soul of Al Salvino 
· For my son 

Daily Rosary 
 

Monday thru Friday  
4:30 pm  

in the Church. \ 

Join us before the 5 pm 
Mass to pray the Rosary.  

 

 
Questions? 
Call Jeanine 
Gendreau 

910-465-3157 
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Pastor 
Father Burke Masters 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Father Christian Sinclair 
 

Permanent Deacons 
Paul Kelly, Michael Murphy,  
Sean Tierney, Randy Waring 
 

Assisting Priests 
Father Larry Dreffein, OFM 
 

Saint Isaac Jogues School 
Carol Burlinski, Principal 
Michael Gibson, Assistant Principal  
   of Operations 
Donielle Jarzen, Assistant Principal  
   of Curriculum 
 

Director of Religious Education 
Joan Latto 
 

Director of Youth Ministry 
Erin Buddig 
 

Director of Liturgical Music 
Larry LaLonde 
 

Director of Christian Service 
Margie Connelly 
 

Property Manager 
Bruce Barker 
 

Director of Finance and Operations 
Mark Cummings 
 

Director of Evangelization 
Marta Spiezio 
 

Director of Communications 
Brook Ramlet 

Sunday Masses 
Saturday ......................... 4:30 PM 
Sunday  ......... 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 
 ................. 10:30 AM,12:00 Noon 
 
Daily Masses
Monday-Friday 7:00 AM & 5:00 PM 
Saturday .......................   8:00 AM 
 
Confessions 
Monday ................ 5:30 - 6:00 PM 
Saturday ........ 8:30 - 9:00 AM and 
 ............................. 3:30 - 4:15 PM 
 
Saint Peregrine Devotions 
Devotions in Honor of St. Peregrine, 
patron of those who suffer with 
cancer or any incurable disease or 
condition, first Tuesday at 7:00 PM. 
 
Pope Saint John Paul II 
Eucharistic Adoration Chapel 
The Chapel is located behind the 
sanctuary of the church, and is 
available 24 hours a day for private 
prayer and adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament. For information: Linda 
Lannert, linda@sijhinsdale.com or 
630-408-9567. 
 
Baptisms 
The 1st & 3rd Sunday of the month 
at 1:00 PM. Please phone the 
Rectory to register for the required 
Baptismal Preparation meeting. 
 
 

Marriages 
Arrangements must be made with 
the office at least six months in 
advance. Contact the office before 
making any other arrangements. 
 
Funerals 
It is the responsibility of the parish 
to bury their dead. The funeral 
director will contact the Rectory 
Office regarding arrangements. 
Funerals are ordinarily celebrated 
at 10:00 AM. 
 
Visits to the Sick 
Due to hospital admitting policies, it 
is necessary to inform the office 
when hospitalized parishioners 
would like a visit from a priest or 
deacon. Before being admitted  
to a hospital for surgery it is 
advisable to call the office and 
arrange a time to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing  
of the Sick. Please contact the  
office regarding communion visits. 
 
New Parishioners 
Please call the office at  
630-323-1248 or register on our 
website at www.sij.net. 
 
Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 8 :00 AM-4:30 PM  
Friday: 8:00 AM-1:00 PM 
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LEAD ACHIEVE SERVE

708-386-0127
EST. 1929

A history of excellence, a 
future of faithful leaders.

©2025 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16472424
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16472623
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16472224
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16473323
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16470125
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16473223
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16470324
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16471423
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16472124
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16470523
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16471224
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16473023
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16470824
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16470224
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16471223
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16472023
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16470823
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16471624
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16471823
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16470624
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16472323
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16470625
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16470425
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16472723


 A
d

v
e

rtise
 

B
u

sin
e

ss
O

n
lin

e
 a

t D
io

c
e
sa

n
.c

o
m

/
1-8

0
0

-7
8

3
-16

2
3

Where Chicagoland Buys Diamonds®

est. 2000

On-Site Jewelry Repair · Custom Manufacturing
(630) 455-1234 - Call or Text

Willowbrook | Wilmette | www.MyBella.com

Natalie Ryan 
m: 917.952.0056
natalie.ryan@compass.com

Anna Fiascone
m: 630.336.1883
anna.fiascone@compass.com

Downsizing, upsizing, rightsizing, or 
relocating? Trusted Real Estate Agents
Natalie & Anna will guide you HOME.

AFNRHOMES.COMParishioner

©2025 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16471923
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16472423
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16471323
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16470925
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16470325
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16471124
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16470123
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16472324
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16472923
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16471623
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16472024
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16470524
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16470223
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16471424
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16472523
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16470923
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16470423
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16472823
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16471123
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=16472123

