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The Epiphany of the Lord  
 
Today the Church celebrates the Feast of the Epiphany. While Epiphany 
is traditionally observed on January 6—twelve days after Christmas—the 
Church celebrates it on the first Sunday of the new year so that more of 
the faithful can take part in this great mystery. The word epiphany means 
“a sudden revelation or manifestation.” In today’s celebration, Jesus is 
revealed not only to Israel, but to the entire world. 
 

The Gospel tells us of the magi, wise men from the East. They were pagans—outsiders—yet 
they journeyed far to “do Him homage.” This alone should catch our attention. These men were 
not members of the chosen people, but they were seekers of truth. By studying the signs of 
creation and the ancient prophecies, they recognized that the star pointed to something 
extraordinary: the birth of a King who would fulfill the deepest longings of the human heart. 
 
St. Leo the Great reminds us, “Let all the nations come to adore the Author of the universe.” In 
the magi, we see the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy: “Nations shall walk by your light, and kings 
by your shining radiance.” The Epiphany proclaims that Jesus Christ is not only for some—He is 
for all. 
 
King Herod, however, reacts very differently. Scripture tells us that he was “greatly troubled,” 
and with him, “all Jerusalem.” Herod sees Jesus as a threat to his power. Only those who are 
focused on themselves perceive Christ this way. For those who are humble, Jesus is not a 
threat—He is the answer to our prayers. Herod wanted control; the magi desired worship. 
 
Led by the star, the magi arrive in Bethlehem and fall prostrate before the Child. They offer Him 
gold for a King, frankincense for God, and myrrh for one who would suffer and die. Pope 
Benedict XVI wrote that their gifts symbolize “the offering of one’s entire existence to Christ.” 
After encountering Jesus, the magi return home by a different route—because an encounter 
with Christ always changes us. 
 
The Epiphany invites us to ask important questions. Do we actively seek Jesus, or only when it 
is convenient? Are we willing to go out of our way to worship Him? Do we offer Him our finest 
gifts—or do we hold something back? And finally, has meeting Jesus truly changed the direction 
of our lives? 
 
As we begin this new year, let us make Jesus our highest priority. Let us seek Him with sincere 
hearts, worship Him freely, offer Him our very best, and allow Him to lead us home by a new 
way. 
 
Have a blessed weekend! 
 
Fr. Burke 
 
Book of the month for January - “The Imitation of Christ” by Thomas à Kempis  

Reflections From the Pastor 
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UUppccoommiinngg EEvveennttss
Seasons of Hope
Starts January 6

55 & Better Coffee
January 7

Lector Training
January 7

Hope & Healing After Divorce-
Come & See
January 21

Marriage Enrichment Dinner
February 7

Mom & Tot Valentine’s Day Party
February 10
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SAINT PEREGRINE
Patron Saint of all who suffer from Cancer
or any incurable Disease or Condition

Tuesday, January 6
7:00 PM in the Church

The blessing of the sick with the relic of Saint
Peregrine will be given, and Benediction of the

Blessed Sacrament. Join us for prayer and ask for
healing, an increase in faith, acceptance of God’s will,

and strength to bear whatever God asks of you.
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Year End Charitable Giving with Income Taxes in Mind 
 

Thank you for the generosity you demonstrate through your weekly offerings and a special note of gratitude for your 
support of the Journey to 100 capital campaign. So many people within and outside the community benefit from your 
amazing generosity.  
 

As you consider your year-end giving, it is important to consider the tax implications. The past couple of years there 
have been changes to the tax laws which require stricter substantiation of contributions and/or allow for a more 
beneficial treatment of transfers to charitable organizations. Here are a few tips when considering year end giving: 
 

For 2025, you cannot deduct any cash contribution unless you retain either a bank record that supports the donation 
(such as a cancelled check or credit card receipt) or a written statement from the charity that meets tax-law 
requirements.  For cash donations of $250 or more, a bank record is not enough. You must obtain a charity-provided 
statement that meets tax-law standards.  If you regularly donate cash in the weekly offerings here at church, please 
use your parishioner envelope so we can provide you with an accurate year end statement of your cash donations. 

 

If you’ve reached age 70½, you may make a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) directly from your IRA to a charity, 
which can count toward your required minimum distribution (RMD).  For 2025 the limit on QCD’s is $108,000 per 
person.  To qualify for this special tax break, the funds must be transferred directly from your IRA to the charity.  For 
those wishing to donate via a donor-advised fund (DAF) or an IRA qualified charitable distribution (QCD) or IRA 
required minimum distribution (RMD), please make the check payable to St. Isaac Jogues.  The tax ID is 36-
2371229.  Address it to St. Isaac Jogues, 306 W. 4th St., Hinsdale, IL  60521.  The letter accompanying the check 
should show their name (and address, if possible), along with where they would like the funds to be directed. 

 

If you are planning to make a relatively substantial contribution to a charity, church, college, etc., you may consider 
donating appreciated stock from your investment portfolio instead of cash.  The deduction for a donation of property 
to charity is equal to the fair market value of the donated property so long as you have held it for more than a year.  

 

New updates impacting charitable giving beginning January 1, 2026   
Starting in tax years after December 31, 2025, taxpayers who do not itemize on their tax returns can deduct up to 

$1,000 for single filers and $2,000 for joint filers.  This deduction excludes contributions to donor-advised funds 
or private foundations.   

For those who do itemize, only contributions above 0.5% of adjusted gross income will be deductible in 2026.  There 
is also a cap on the value of deductions (35% max). 
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Please Pray For Our Beloved 
Deceased and Their Families 

 

Nancy Halm 
William H. Neison 

Betty McLean 

For Our Sick 
Dee Basil 
Betty Bauer 
Thomas Bellaire 
Barbara Blair 
Scott Brechtel 
Monsignor Jim Burnett 
Tom Butler 

Nancy Cardella 
Kaitlyn Conroy 
Joyce Cullinane 
Noah Colandra Davis 
Eileen Doherty 
Ted Ehret 
Pat Finerty 
Trinity Funteas 
Renee Glenn 
Joseph Hardmore 
Timothy J. Higgins 
Baby Jack Holakovsky 
Chris and Julia Jude 
Dorothy Klocko 
Marilyn Kornau 
James Lewandoski 
Vito Lullo 

Lou Mallardi 
Rita Morrissey 
Vincent Mosquera 
Thomas M. Nolan 
Bridget Nord 
Marianne and Mike Polo 
Lisa Reichardt 
Marie Rossi 
Gloria Sherman 
Bob Slackert 
Fr. Dan Stempora 
Rob Stevens 
Denise Stout 
Mary Tadda 
John Tarullo 
Fr. Gerald Tivy 
Michael Westberg  

Please Pray... 

Flame of Faith  
Saint John Paul II Eucharistic Adoration Chapel 
Six candles burn perpetually around the Blessed Sacrament in the 
Saint John Paul II Eucharistic Adoration Chapel. This week’s intentions: 
· For all who will be alone this holiday season, may they know the 

presence of Jesus 
· My son 
· For Cindy, may you know God’s loving embrace at every moment. 
· May Rich’s soul be welcomed into eternal life. 

Saturday, January 3, 2026 
 4:30 PM Vince Monardo V  
 
Sunday, January 4, 2026 
 7:30 AM Mary Heslin V 
  Joseph Hardman V 
 9:00 AM Mark Smego V 
 10:30 AM For the Parish Family 
 12:00 PM Melissa & Brett Lane V 
 
Monday, January 5, 2026 
 7:00 AM Melissa & Brett Lane V 
 5:00 PM Mike Kwasigroch V 
 
Tuesday, January 6, 2026 
 7:00 AM Brian Kelly V 
 5:00 PM James Muldowney V 
 
Wednesday, January 7, 2026 
 7:00 AM Maureen Owens V 
 5:00 PM Betty Ann Yates V 
 5:00 PM Joseph Hardman V 
 

Thursday, January 8, 2026 
 7:00 AM Melissa & Brett Lane V 
 5:00 PM Sylvia Krones V 
 

Friday, January 9, 2026 
 7:00 AM Charlotte Kelly V 
 5:00 PM Beverly Stevens V 
 
Saturday, January 10, 2026 
 8:00 AM James Brennan V 
 4:30 PM Mary Katsis V  
 
Sunday, January 11, 2026 
 7:30 AM Archbishop John Vlazny V 
  Christopher Chute V 
 9:00 AM Porod Kunes V 
 10:30 AM For the Parish Family 
 12:00 PM James Schmidt V 

Scripture Readings 
 
Sunday  The Epiphany of the Lord 
    Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13; Mt 2:1-12 
 

Monday Memorial of St. John Neumann, Bishop 
 1 Jn 3:22-4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 
 

Tuesday 1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44 
 

Wednesday 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13; Mk 6:45-52  
 

Thursday 1 Jn 4:19-5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14 and 15bc, 17; Lk 4:14-22 
 

Friday 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20; Lk 5:12-16 
 

Saturday 1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b; Jn 3:22-30 
 

Sunday The Baptism of the Lord 
    Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 55:1-11 or Acts 10:34-38 or 1 Jn 5:1-9;  
    Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Mt 3:13-17  

2025 Catholic Ministries 
Annual Appeal Parish Report 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



 Saint Isaac Jogues Catholic Church 
  306 West Fourth Street  ●  Hinsdale, Illinois 60521  ●  630-323-1248  ●  www.sij.net 

Pastor 
Father Burke Masters 
 

Parochial Vicar 
Father Christian Sinclair 
 

Permanent Deacons 
Paul Kelly, Michael Murphy,  
Sean Tierney, Randy Waring 
 

Assisting Priests 
Father Larry Dreffein, OFM 
 

Saint Isaac Jogues School 
Carol Burlinski, Principal 
Michael Gibson, Assistant Principal  
   of Operations 
Donielle Jarzen, Assistant Principal  
   of Curriculum 
 

Director of Religious Education 
Joan Latto 
 

Director of Youth Ministry 
Erin Buddig 
 

Director of Liturgical Music 
Larry LaLonde 
 

Director of Christian Service 
Margie Connelly 
 

Property Manager 
Bruce Barker 
 

Director of Finance and Operations 
Mark Cummings 
 

Director of Evangelization 
Marta Spiezio 
 

Director of Communications 
Brook Ramlet 

Sunday Masses 
Saturday ......................... 4:30 PM 
Sunday  ......... 7:30 AM, 9:00 AM, 
 ................. 10:30 AM,12:00 Noon 
 
Daily Masses
Monday-Friday 7:00 AM & 5:00 PM 
Saturday .......................   8:00 AM 
 
Confessions 
Monday ................ 5:30 - 6:00 PM 
Saturday ........ 8:30 - 9:00 AM and 
 ............................. 3:30 - 4:15 PM 
 
Saint Peregrine Devotions 
Devotions in Honor of St. Peregrine, 
patron of those who suffer with 
cancer or any incurable disease or 
condition, first Tuesday at 7:00 PM. 
 
Pope Saint John Paul II 
Eucharistic Adoration Chapel 
The Chapel is located behind the 
sanctuary of the church, and is 
available 24 hours a day for private 
prayer and adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament. For information: Linda 
Lannert, linda@sijhinsdale.com or 
630-408-9567. 
 
Baptisms 
The 1st & 3rd Sunday of the month 
at 1:00 PM. Please phone the 
Rectory to register for the required 
Baptismal Preparation meeting. 
 
 

Marriages 
Arrangements must be made with 
the office at least six months in 
advance. Contact the office before 
making any other arrangements. 
 
Funerals 
It is the responsibility of the parish 
to bury their dead. The funeral 
director will contact the Rectory 
Office regarding arrangements. 
Funerals are ordinarily celebrated 
at 10:00 AM. 
 
Visits to the Sick 
Due to hospital admitting policies, it 
is necessary to inform the office 
when hospitalized parishioners 
would like a visit from a priest or 
deacon. Before being admitted  
to a hospital for surgery it is 
advisable to call the office and 
arrange a time to receive the 
Sacrament of the Anointing  
of the Sick. Please contact the  
office regarding communion visits. 
 
New Parishioners 
Please call the office at  
630-323-1248 or register on our 
website at www.sij.net. 
 
Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 8 :00 AM-4:30 PM  
Friday: 8:00 AM-1:00 PM 

Catholic Charities is Seeking an 
Experienced Executive Director 

 

Catholic Charities, Diocese of Joliet, is seeking an 
experienced, mission-driven professional to serve 
as its Executive Director. This is a senior-level 
leadership role requiring a Bachelors degree from 
an accredited college or university, extensive 
professional experience and a strong background 
in managing large teams and complex 
organizations. Preference will be given to those 
who reside in the Diocese. The annual salary 
range for this position is $140,000–$160,000, 
based on qualifications and experience. Catholic 
Charities offers the opportunity to participate in a 
group health plan, 403(b) retirement plan and a 
short-term disability plan to eligible individuals. 
 

Qualified candidates should email their 
résumé to Beka Deja at bdeja@cc-doj.org 
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the QR code for instant access.
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Natalie Ryan 

m: 917.952.0056

natalie.ryan@compass.com

Anna Fiascone

m: 630.336.1883

anna.fiascone@compass.com

Downsizing, upsizing, rightsizing, or 

relocating? Trusted Real Estate Agents 

Natalie & Anna will guide you HOME.

AFNRHOMES.COMParishioner
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