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Parish Office   
 
10 Old Church Road, Wilmington, DE 19807 
Office (302) 658-7017 Fax (302) 428-0639 
www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Msgr. John P. Hopkins, Pastor: Ext. 2 
jphopkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Deacon Michael Stankewicz 
deacon@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Parish & Pastoral Secretary: Francine A. Harkins; 
Ext. 1    fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Bulletin Editor: fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Coordinator, Religious Education: Jessie M. Curtin: 
Ext. 4    jcurtin@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Religious Education Secretary: Linda T. 
Mondzelewski: Ext. 3 
lmondzelewski@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Bookkeeper: Melissa Morri   Ext. 5  
mmorri@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
 
Cemetery Sales:  Volunteer Sales Consultants: Ext. 7  
  cemeteries@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 

Director of Liturgy & Music 
Michael Marinelli 
mmarinelli@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Director of Adult & Youth Choirs 
Mary Ellen Schauber  
meschauber@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Eucharistic Minister Coordinator  
Barbara Loeslein 
loesleinbarbara@gmail.com  
Finance Council Executive Officer 
Eugene Julian  
Lector Coordinator 
Loretta S. Carlson   lscarlson@mac.com 
Parish Council Executive Officer 
Mary Beth Russell    
merussell78@comcast.net 
Respect Life  
Lynelle Robuck 
whitedove@abbapottery.com 
 

  

Schedule of Liturgies 
 
Confession 
Saturday   4:00 p.m. or by appointment 
 
Mass 
Saturday   5:00 p.m.  
First Sat.   8:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday   7:30 a.m. 

10:00a.m. 
Weekday 
M-W    7:00 a.m. 
T-Th  12:05 p.m. 
 
Friday   No Mass  
 
HOLY DAY EUCHARIST: As announced 
SICK CALLS: anytime 
BAPTISMS: By appointment with at least one 
preparation session for new parents. 
 
WEDDINGS: Engaged couples wishing to marry in 
the church should contact a Parish Priest at least 
one year prior to the planned wedding date to begin 
the marriage preparation process. The year-long 
process includes diocesan pre-marriage classes and 
meetings with clergy.  
 

The SJOB Knights of Columbus council 
meets every third Tuesday of the month in the 
Family Center. Membership in the Knights is open 
to all Catholic men, 18 years of age or older. Those 
interested should contact Kyle Schindler at (302) 
388-4960 or schindler.kyle@gmail.com. 
 

“For as the body apart from the spirit is 
 dead, so faith apart from works is dead.” James 2:26 
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Pastor’s Column 
DIFFICULTY, SURVIVAL, AND GLORY 

In Revelation, John the Evangelist tells us what we can 
expect as followers of the risen Jesus: distress, endurance, 
and a kingdom. Although we are only eight days into our 
fifty-day Easter feasting, we cannot ignore the distress 
weighing down our daily lives. Jesus’ resurrection does not 
erase individual suffering, but his glorious triumph over 
death cultivates endurance in our hearts. We remember that 
Jesus did not spare himself, and we ask for the strength to 
endure as he did. Imitating Christ helps us grow as members 
of God’s royal family. As beloved citizens of the Kingdom of 
God, we recognize our kinship with all people. Peter 
demonstrates his care for others as he heals multitudes of 
broken, suffering people. In the Gospel, Thomas accepts his 
own spiritual healing when Jesus helps him to believe. In 
times of difficulty, survival, and glory, we borrow Thomas’ 
declaration of faith: “My Lord and my God!” 
 

Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal. 
Commitment Weekend 

April 30 & May 1 
Diocesan Target:

 $5,000,000.00 
 SJOB Target: $    230,000.00 

 
The 2022 Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal will be 
conducted in parishes throughout the diocese next weekend. 
Once a year, our Bishop asks each of us to make a 
commitment to support the work of diocesan programs and 
ministries that provide services that no one parish can offer 
on its own. Your gift helps our Church to serve the poor, the 
sick, the distressed, our children and our elderly. 
 
As parishioners of St. Joseph on the Brandywine we are 
being asked to serve others by sharing our resources. Your 
generosity enables us to accompany our brothers and sisters 
in need.  
 
Please prayerfully consider your generous gift to this Faith 
and Charity Catholic Appeal. Kindly decide ahead of time 
the contribution you wish to make this year and come to 
church next week prepared to complete your pledge and 
offer your support to our parish, and the Diocese of 
Wilmington.  To learn more about the Faith and Charity 
Catholic Appeal, visit www.cdow.org; click “Giving” then 
“Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal.” 
 
 
Special thanks for all those who made Holy Week and Easter  
such a prayerful experience for our community here at St. 
Joseph on the Brandywine.  We are grateful for the beautiful 
music, cantors, lectors, altar servers, Eucharistic ministers,  
ushers and of course, those who made our church and Family 
Center look so beautiful!   
 

A special thank you to those who participated in the 

washing of the feet for the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on 

Holy Thursday. We are truly blessed! 

Prayer of the Week 
Second Sunday of Easter 

Divine Mercy 
God of everlasting mercy, 

who in the very recurrence of the paschal feast 
kindle the faith of the people you have made your own, 

increase, we pray, the grace you have bestowed, 
that all may grasp and rightly understand 

in what font they have been washed, 
by whose Spirit they have been reborn, 

by whose Blood they have been redeemed. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 
 

Reflection question: 
How can I come to grasp more fully  

the meaning of my baptism? 
 

 
Your heartfelt generosity in giving to the 
poor is very much appreciated by St. 
Vincent de Paul Food Pantry at St. 
Catherine of Siena.  Please continue to 
donate your gifts of food in the summer 
months.  Suggested items are: whole 
grain breakfast cereals, old fashioned 

oats, add water pancake mix, coffee, tea, low fat evaporated 
milk, flour, protein bars, dried fruits, nuts, peanut butter, jelly, 
low sodium hearty soups, canned meats and fish, rice and 
beans, pasta and crushed or diced tomatoes, canned lite fruit, 
natural low sugar applesauce, canned low sodium vegetables, 
olive oil or canola oil, bar soap, shampoo, toilet paper and 
toothpaste.  Our next collection is June 30th. 
 

 
 
A Spring Concert: May 22nd @ 2 p.m. 

Performed by St. Joseph on the 
Brandywine Choir 

 
 

Diocesan Priests’ Retirement Fund 
The weekend of June 4/5 we will hold a special collection 
for the Diocesan Priests’ Retirement Fund. This fund is 
becoming vital as more and more of our priests reach the 
age of retirement. Your donation will be used to support 
the many fine priests who have dedicated their lives to 
service of the faithful of Delaware and Maryland’s Eastern 
Shore.  Please be as generous as possible. 
 



Religious Education 
Dear Religious Education families, 
Please pray for our sixteen Confirmandi as they receive the 
Sacrament this Sunday! These young men and women have 
worked hard and are prepared to serve as witnesses to our 
faith. 
  
The focus of the Gospel Weeklies for Divine Mercy Sunday is 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. Jesus’ disciples and friends 
were the first witnesses to his suffering as well as his return, 
but we still experience what they did when we celebrate 
Easter each year. How do we, though we were not present as 
the disciples were to see the risen Jesus, still believe? 
In His service, Jessie 
 

 
 

 
A Respect Life Program 

Donations generously accepted. 
May the Lord Bless & Keep You! 

 
Basket for Babies will be displayed during the month of 
May in anticipation of accepting lovely donations for babies.  
Your gifts will be provided to Birthright, which is a non-
profit charitable organization that has been providing love 
and support to women facing unplanned pregnancies.  The 
Baskets for Babies Program for Birthright is sponsored by 
the Respect Life Committee supported by devoted volunteers 
and private donations.   

In the Know 
Birthright of Delaware will host its Annual Mother’s Day Rose 
Sale at St. Joseph on the Brandywine parish after Masses on the 
weekend of May 6th -8th.  Please support Birthright’s crisis 
pregnancy services by purchasing roses. $3/one Rose; $5/three 
Roses; $20/Dozen Roses; $40/Twenty-five Roses Bouquet. 
 
You may also make a donation directly to Birthright of 
Delaware in lieu of roses, checks payable to Birthright of 
Delaware, mail directly to Birthright of Delaware, attention 
Tinisha Brown, Executive Director at 1311 North Scott Street, 
Wilmington, DE  19806  Questions, please call Tinisha Brown 
at (302) 656.7080  
 
BULLETIN ADVERTISERS – Have you taken a look at the 
patrons listed on the back on the bulletin? It’s because of their 
support that we can provide this bulletin at no cost to our 
parish. Please visit these businesses and don’t forget to tell 
them where you saw their ad! 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, April 23 
    5:00 p.m. Parishioners   
Sunday, April 24  

  7:30 a.m. Novena     
10:00 a.m.  Novena      

Monday, April 25 
7:00 a.m.  Novena  

Tuesday, April 26 
  12:05 p.m.   Novena     
Wednesday, April 27  
   7:00 a.m.  Dr. Vincent Delduca by Frank Aronhalt     
Thursday, April 28  
  12:05p.m.   Gloria Bledsoe by the Shearer family   
Friday, April 29   No Mass  
Saturday, April 30  
  5:00 p.m.   Alice Mical by Gene & Cathy Kelleher  
 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their soul, and the souls of 
all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace. Amen. 
 
 
Listen to Catholic Forum each week.  Next Saturday, 
April 30th, tune-in to hear student winners of the Knights of 

Columbus Vocations Essay Contest present 
their winning essays.. Catholic Forum airs on 
Saturday afternoons at 1:30 on Relevant 
Radio 640. You can listen online anytime at 
cdow.org 

 
 Pray for Ukraine — Rev. William Gore, 

OSFS, is an Oblate of St. Francis de Sales who 
ministers at St. Edmond Parish in Rehoboth 
Beach, Delaware. Fr. Gore has ministered for 
many years to the Ukrainian American 
community in the mi Atlantic region of the 
country. In the 1990s, after the fall of 
communism in Eastern Europe, Fr. Gore 
served as an English teacher at Ukrainian 
Catholic University in Lviv. Fr. Gore continues 
to keep in touch with many of his former 
students and their families in Ukraine. During 
this time of war, he has asked us to continue 
our prayers for peace. Below is a prayer he 
shared with us to remind us of the suffering 
and tragedy of war. Let us join our prayers 
with Christians from the East and West and 
people of goodwill around the world: “Lord, O 
Lord, look down from heaven! See and visit 
this vineyard and bring it to perfection, for 
your right hand has planted it. May your hand 
be upon your sons and daughters of Ukraine 
whom You affirmed for yourself. Amen.”  God 
bless you! You can help the people of Ukraine 
by making a secure on-line donation to 
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
at www.crs.org.  

http://www.crs.org/


 
Each year, on the Second Sunday of Easter 

The last day of the Easter Octave—the Church 
celebrates the Sunday of Divine Mercy. 

On this day, we contemplate the fullness of the Paschal 
Mystery—Christ’s Passion, death, and Resurrection. The basis of 
the whole Easter Mystery is the merciful love of God. From the 
beginning of creation, throughout Scripture, and most perfectly 
in the life, Passion, death and Resurrection of his Son, Jesus, God 
has been revealed as love itself. In His infinite love for us, God 
desires nothing more than to forgive our sins and offer us His 
mercy. Our world’s need for the message of Divine Mercy took 
on new urgency in the 20th century. It was during this time that 
the world witnessed the rise of Nazism and communism and 
experienced the horrors of the world at war. Civilization was 
losing the understanding of the sanctity and inherent dignity of 
every human life. As these evil ideologies were taking shape, 
Jesus appeared to a humble Polish nun, whom we know as St. 
Maria Faustina Kowalska. As Jesus continued to appear to St. 
Faustina, she recorded His messages to her in her Diary. On one 
such occasion, Jesus said to St. Faustina: My daughter, tell the 
whole world about My inconceivable mercy. I desire that the 
Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and 
especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My 
tender mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon 
those souls who approach the Fount of My Mercy (Diary 699). 
RESPECTLIFE.ORG/ACTION-GUIDES | 7 SUNDAY OF 
DIVINE MERCY Jesus appeared to the humble Faustina and 
asked that we celebrate the gift of His mercy today. Our 
celebration of this Easter Octave is a celebration of the mercy 
and forgiveness that are now available to all of us, by virtue of 
Christ’s Resurrection. We must only run toward the outstretched 
arms of Christ. While God wants nothing more than to give us 
His mercy, in order to receive it, we have to admit that we are 
sinners in need of God’s forgiveness. In order to be saved, we 
must first admit that we are in need of saving. We must be 
willing to look at the ways we have failed to love God and our 
neighbor, so that God can raise us to the heights of His love 
through His great mercy. For, as the psalmist writes, “His mercy 
endures forever” (Responsorial Psalm, Psalm 118:2). We may 
often feel that we are unworthy of God’s love and mercy. We can 
fool ourselves into believing that God’s mercy is for everyone 
else. We might believe the lies of the Evil One as he tries to 
convince us that our sins are too great, that our sins are 
unforgiveable. But God desires to take the greatest of sinners and 
transform them into the greatest saints. No sin is beyond His 
mercy. He makes “all things new” (Revelation 21:5). No matter 

how we have failed, the Resurrection of Christ is an assurance of 
hope. Christ’s mercy is constantly available to us, if only we 
reach out in faith and confidence. In the Gospel, we hear the 
story of Jesus’ appearance to the disciples after His death. Jesus 
comes to them and exposes the wounds of His hands and His 
side— the wounds He endured for our salvation. And as the 
Resurrected Lord stood in their midst, the first words He spoke to 
them were, “Peace be with you” (John 20:19). Many of these 
disciples had abandoned Jesus during His Passion. During 
Christ’s moment of greatest need, they scattered, leaving Jesus 
alone in His sacrifice. Many might think what the disciples had 
done was unforgiveable. Yet Jesus appears to them and offers 
them His peace. And then He breathed on them and gave them 
the power to forgive sin, to extend His own mercy. Now, Thomas 
was not present when Jesus appeared, and he refused to believe 
the disciples when they told him the Lord had appeared to them. 
Thomas needed to see to believe, and so Jesus returned and 
revealed himself eight days later, on the Octave of Easter. Jesus 
showed Thomas His hands and His side, saying, “do not be 
unbelieving, but believe” (Gospel, John 20:27). How often have 
we doubted the Lord like Thomas? How often have we hidden in 
fear, unable to bear the shame of our mistakes and failures? What 
sins have we painfully buried in our hearts rather than exposing 
them to the healing light of God’s mercy? Have we failed to 
confess and seek reconciliation for sins of adultery, violence, 
hatred, or participation in an abortion? Have we rejected the 
Church’s teachings on contraception, sexuality, or marriage? 
Have we hardened our hearts, giving ourselves over to envy, 
greed, or dishonesty? No sin is unforgiveable, and no sinner is 
beyond redemption. We have all failed and we are all in need of 
God’s mercy. It is for this very reason that Christ suffered, died, 
and rose again. Christ came to offer us His infinite love and 
mercy, and we can receive it in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
When we enter the confessional and seek God’s forgiveness, in a 
way, Christ breathes on us as He did the disciples, wiping away 
our sins and offering us His peace. We don’t need to hide in fear 
or shame. Christ’s mercy is freely given to a repentant heart. He 
will reveal to us the saving wounds of His hands and feet. He 
will take away our pain and replace it with His peace. And as we 
receive the gift of His Divine Mercy, may our hearts cry out with 
the joyful words of Thomas, “My Lord and my God!” (Gospel, 
John 20:28). May we “not be unbelieving, but believe” (Gospel, 
John 20:27). St. John Paul II, who canonized St. Faustina, said in 
his 2001 homily for the Sunday of Divine Mercy, “Divine 
Mercy! This is the Easter gift that the Church receives from the 
risen Christ and offers to humanity.” Today we celebrate that 
Easter gift of God’s unending, merciful love for all his children. 
This is at the heart of the Gospel. Let us never fail to seek the 
mercy that God desires to freely give us. Jesus, we trust in you 
 
 
 
 
 
Used with permission of the Marian Fathers of the Immaculate Conception of the 
B.V.M. All rights reserved. Scriptural excerpts from NABRE copyright © 2010, 
CCD and from Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, 
second typical edition, copyright © 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970, Confraternity 
of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 1997, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. Used with permission. All rights 
reserved. Excerpts from Pope John Paul II, Homily (April 22, 2001) © 2001, 
Libreria Editrice Vaticana. Used with permission. All rights reserved. Copyright 
© 2021, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC. All 
rights reserved 



 
 

  

Saint Gianna 
Novena, prayers, and a brief reflection.  

St. Gianna Beretta Molla is a powerful patron for pregnant and parenting mothers.  
As a physician, wife, and mother, she knew intimately what it was like to struggle with a challenging medical 

diagnosis during pregnancy 
 

Join Catholics across the country 
in praying this novena together  

from April 19–27! 
Sign Up at https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/rJR3zod/stgiannanovena 

 

By signing up you'll rec w  

vena  
You’re invited to Mass on Sunday, April 24 at 4 p.m. 
at the historic St. Francis Xavier Shrine (Old Bohemia) 

Regularly scheduled Masses will resume at St. Francis Xavier Shrine (Old Bohemia) on 

Sunday, April 24 at 4:00 pm.  
The Divine Mercy Chaplet will be prayed at 3:30 pm to celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday. The mission was founded 
in 1704 by Father Thomas Mansell, S.J. and is one of the oldest permanent Catholic establishments in the English 
Colonies. It is considered the mother church of the Diocese of Wilmington and is a mission church of St. Joseph 
Parish, Middletown, DE. A video about the site is on YouTube. The GPS location of the Bohemia Mission is 1699 
Bohemia Church Road, Warwick, MD 21912. 
 
Mass will be celebrated on Sunday, May 15 at 4:00 pm.  
The Old Bohemia Historical Society will hold its Annual Membership Meeting in the Rectory dining room at the 
Shrine at 2:00 pm that day. Anyone interested in learning about what is happening at the site is encouraged to 
attend. Voting for incoming Board Members and Officers will take place during the meeting. To be eligible to 
vote, Society members must be in good standing. Annual membership is $30 for an individual and $50 for a 
family. Checks can be mailed to OBHS, P. O. Box 61, Warwick, MD 21912. Members unable to attend the 
meeting may request an absentee ballot. 

 

 
 

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/rJR3zod/stgiannanovena
https://youtu.be/BFGlCsNM6gk
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www.dohertyfh.com

652-6811
999-8277

KERNS BROTHERS
Tree & Landscape Service

Since 1973
Pruning • Removal • Stumps

Insect & Disease Control
Landscaping & Hardscaping

475-0466
764-8666

www.kernsbros.com

FUNERAL &
CREMATION PLANNING

& PREPLANNING
Limestone & Milltown Rds.   302-654-3005

2509 Limestone Road, Wilmington, DE 19808
7th & Broom St.   302-652-5913

703 North Broom Street, Wilmington, DE 19808
www.mealeyfuneralhomes.com

www.setting.com (302) 888-2200

BRANDYWINE
CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH

JEEP
3807 Kirkwood Highway, Wilm., DE (302) 998-2271

Experience The Way Car Buying Should Be,
DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE AT BCP

DAVID T. SOWA, M.D.
Board Certified

Hand Surgery and Orthopaedic Surgery
Hand, Wrist, Elbow and Shoulder

Microvascular and Arthroscopic Surgery
302-731-2888

THE DELAWARE HAND TO SHOULDER CENTER
SABRE BUILDING • SUITE 103

4051 OGLETOWN-STANTON ROAD • NEWARK, DE 19713
24 Hour Coverage                   www.fsortho.com

in DELWARE for DIAMONDS it’s DOUBET

Family Jewelers Since 1938

302.888.2991   www.doubetjewelers.com
2900 CONCORD PIKE ◆ SUITE B ◆ WILMINGTON, DE 19803

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service
• French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed
877-401-4777

morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Morgan
basement waterproofing

Garrett B. Lyons D.D.S., P.A.
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

The Latest Techniques & Modern Treatments

302.654.1765
Suite P1, Montchanin Mills • Rockland Road & Route 100
Parishioner For Over 45Years • www.garrettblyonsdds.com

             Hiring Caregivers 
             And Companions

 302.442.4260
www.homewatchcaregivers.com

Elder Care • 24-Hr Care
Respite Services • Senior Transportation 

Companion Care • Dementia Care
Personal Care • Shopping

Let our family
care for yours.

GUTTER CLEANING
215-322-7400

ELECTRICAL
994-3400

Trouble shooting & Repairs • Service Upgrades
Switches • Outlets • Lighting •Appliance Circuits

SECURITY
994-5400

Burglar Alarms • Surveillance Systems • Fire Alarms • Access Control
www.delcollo.com  Residential • Commercial • Institutional  Established 1975

Pagano Funeral Home
3711 Foulk Rd. Garnet Valley, PA 19060
Across from Booth’s Corner Farmers Market

*ON*
*SITE*

CREMATORY
Peter B. Pagano, Jr.
Owner/Supervisor

Licensed in both DE & PA
DE: 302-792-8485
PA: 610-485-6200

LAW OFFICE OF KEVIN A. O’BRIEN
Kevin and Paul O’Brien, Attorneys

Estate Planning & Administration
Greenville Center, Suite C204 tel. 302.888.2707

WWW.DEESTATEPLAN.COM

Security • Video • Access Control • Fire
Commercial and Residential

800-244-2261
www.securityinstrument.com

sales@securityinstrument.com
309 W. Newport Pike

Wilmington,DE 19804
28340 Lewes Georgetown Hwy.

Milton, DE 19968

PROUD TO BE DELAWARE 
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 

4 GENERATIONS SINCE 1933

www.krestonwines.com

Delaware
Orthopaedic

Specialists
Trust your care to a Specialist!

302‐655‐9494 • www.delortho.com
Anzilotti Orthodontics

Clifford L. Anzilotti, D.M.D
Clifford L. Anzilotti, Jr., D.M.D.

2101 Foulk Rd.
Wilmington, DE 19810

302-475-2050

112 St. Anne’s Church Rd.
Middletown, DE 19709

302‐378‐2778

ATTORNEY

TOMASETTI LAW, LLC
General Practice ✦ Wills ✦ Estates ✦ Real Estate

14 W. MARKET STREET
NEWPORT

302-995-2840
www.raytomasetti.com

Morgan Exteriors, LLC
Stucco Remediation Specialist

Roofing • Hardie Siding Specialist

877.401.4777
Best Prices & Warranties in the Business

www.morganexteriorsllc.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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