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Parish Office   
 
10 Old Church Road, Wilmington, DE 19807 
Office (302) 658-7017 Fax (302) 428-0639 
www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Msgr. John P. Hopkins, Pastor: Ext. 2 
jphopkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Deacon Michael Stankewicz 
deacon@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Parish & Pastoral Secretary: Francine A. Harkins; 
Ext. 1    fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Bulletin Editor: fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Coordinator, Religious Education: Jessie M. Curtin: 
Ext. 4    jcurtin@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Religious Education Secretary: Linda T. 
Mondzelewski: Ext. 3 
lmondzelewski@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Bookkeeper: Melissa Morri   Ext. 5  
mmorri@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Cemetery Sales:  Volunteer Sales Consultants: Ext. 7  
  cemeteries@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 

Director of Liturgy & Music 
Michael Marinelli 
mmarinelli@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Director of Adult & Youth Choirs 
Mary Ellen Schauber  
meschauber@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Eucharistic Minister Coordinator  
Barbara Loeslein 
loesleinbarbara@gmail.com  
Finance Council Executive Officer 
Eugene Julian  
Lector Coordinator 
Loretta S. Carlson   lscarlson@mac.com 
Parish Council Executive Officer 
Mary Beth Russell    
merussell78@comcast.net 
Respect Life  
Lynelle Robuck 
whitedove@abbapottery.com 
 

  

Schedule of Liturgies 
 
Confession 
Saturday   4:00 p.m. or by appointment 
 
Mass 
Saturday   5:00 p.m.  
First Sat.   8:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday   7:30 a.m. 

10:00a.m. 
Weekday 
M-W    7:00 a.m. 
T-Th  12:05 p.m. 
 
Friday   No Mass  
 
HOLY DAY EUCHARIST: As announced 
SICK CALLS: anytime 
BAPTISMS: By appointment with at least one 
preparation session for new parents. 
 
WEDDINGS: Engaged couples wishing to marry in 
the church should contact a Parish Priest at least 
one year prior to the planned wedding date to begin 
the marriage preparation process. The year-long 
process includes diocesan pre-marriage classes and 
meetings with clergy.  
 

The SJOB Knights of Columbus council 
meets every third Tuesday of the month in the 
Family Center. Membership in the Knights is open 
to all Catholic men, 18 years of age or older. Those 
interested should contact Kyle Schindler at (302) 
388-4960 or schindler.kyle@gmail.com. 
 

“For as the body apart from the spirit is 
 dead, so faith apart from works is dead.” James 2:26 
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Pastor’s Column 
A FORETASTE OF PARADISE 

 
Throughout Easter Time, the Church rejoices with Jesus, 
risen from the dead. Our readings on this Fourth Sunday of 
Easter celebrate our instinct to come together in joy, 
worshiping in church. While private prayer nourishes our 
individual relationship with the Lord, community prayer is a 
foretaste of paradise. The book of Revelation depicts a “great 
multitude” worshiping God “day and night in his temple.” 
Our churches on Easter Sunday often reflect this happy 
multitude, filling the pews to bursting. Four Sundays into the 
festive season, we are encouraged to keep praising God 
together. In the Acts of the Apostles, Paul and Barnabas 
demonstrate their instinct to worship with their faith 
community each Sabbath, dutifully taking their seats in the 
synagogue. In the Gospel, Jesus calls us his sheep and 
reminds us why coming together as a flock is so important: 
uniting in community, we imitate the unity of God. 
 

Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal. 
Commitment Weekend 

April 30 & May 1 
Diocesan Target:

 $5,000,000.00 
 SJOB Target: $    230,000.00 

 
As parishioners of St. Joseph on the Brandywine we are 
being asked to serve others by sharing our resources. Your 
generosity enables us to accompany our brothers and sisters 
in need.  Please prayerfully consider your generous gift to 
this Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal. To learn more about 
the Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal, visit www.cdow.org; 
click “Giving” then “Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal.”  
Thank you to those who have already responded to the 
Diocese Appeal. 
 

The Knights of Columbus have a 
traveling St. Joseph Pilgrim Icon, 
which will be coming to our parish 
on May 31st at 5:30 p.m., with a 
prayer service.  
 
There are posters at the entrance of 
church. All are welcome to attend – 
please bring a friend.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of the Week 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

 
Almighty ever-living God, 

lead us to a share in the joys of heaven, 
so that the humble flock may reach 

where the brave Shepherd has gone before. 
Who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 
 

Reflection question: 
How can I listen more closely to the voice of the Good 

Shepherd? 
 

 
Diocesan Priests’ Retirement Fund 

The weekend of June 4/5 we will hold a special collection 
for the Diocesan Priests’ Retirement Fund. This fund is 
becoming vital as more and more of our priests reach the 
age of retirement. Your donation will be used to support 
the many fine priests who have dedicated their lives to 
service of the faithful of Delaware and Maryland’s Eastern 
Shore. Please be as generous as possible. 

• Cemetery Clean Up 
The Cemetery clears all decorations five times a year 
- within a reasonable time after the five special days - 
Christmas, Easter Sunday, Mother's Day, Memorial 
Day and Father's Day. Management reserves the 
right to change and alter rules whenever it deems 
necessary. Families are responsible and encouraged 
to remove items they wish to keep in advance of 
clean-up. Cemetery management is not responsible 
for items removed, lost or stolen. 

Cemetery clean up from Easter will begin soon prior to 
Mother’s Day and Memorial Day. 

To Our Graduates 

 
Congratulations to our very special graduates.  
May God's love and guidance be with you at this time.   
May your graduation be a blessing.  Be bold, be courageous, be 
your best! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Religious Education 
Dear Religious Education families, 
  
Please pray for our seven students who will receive their First 
Holy Communion next Sunday, May 15. They are attending 
their “Jesus Day” retreat this weekend as the final step of 
preparation for the sacrament. 
  
May 8 is the World Day of Prayer for Vocations, also known 
as Good Shepherd Sunday. On this day in particular we are 
called to “ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers 
into his harvest” (Mt 9:38). Please keep in prayer our 
diocesan seminarians as well as all people discerning 
vocations to ordained ministries, the consecrated life, and 
missionary pursuits. In His service, Jessie 
 

“To celebrate Memorial Day and 
honor those who bravely served 
our country, our Knights of 
Columbus council is once again 
partnering with Cub Scout Pack  
 
graves of all veterans buried in the 

SJOB cemeteries. The flags will be planted on Saturday, May 
7th, and remain there for several weeks.” 
 
Basket for Babies will be 
displayed during the month 
of May in anticipation of 
accepting lovely donations 
for babies.  Your gifts will be 
provided to Birthright, 
which is a non-profit 
charitable organization that 
has been providing love and 
support to women facing 
unplanned pregnancies.  The 
Baskets for Babies Program for Birthright is sponsored by 
the Respect Life Committee supported by devoted volunteers 
and private donations.   

 
In the Know 
Birthright of Delaware will host its Annual Mother’s Day Rose 
Sale at St. Joseph on the Brandywine parish after Masses  
May 6th - 8th.  Please support Birthright’s crisis pregnancy 
services by purchasing roses. $3/one Rose; $5/three Roses; 
$20/Dozen Roses; $40/Twenty-five Roses Bouquet. 
 
You may also make a donation directly to Birthright of 
Delaware in lieu of roses, checks payable to Birthright of 
Delaware, mail directly to Birthright of Delaware, attention 
Tinisha Brown, Executive Director at 1311 North Scott Street, 
Wilmington, DE  19806.  Questions, please call Tinisha Brown 
at (302) 656.7080  

 
Let’s Cook Together 

Emmanuel Dining Room – Wednesday, May 11 
Our next date to deliver our meal for Emmanuel Dining Room is 
Wednesday, May 11. Please bring your cooked chicken and 
desserts to the Family Center by 9 A.M. on that day. Thank you 
for your consistent support to this ministry.  Peg Janes (302) 656-
3635. 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, May 7 
    5:00 p.m. Novena  
Sunday, May 8  

  7:30 a.m. Parishioners     
10:00 a.m.  Florence Birowski by Maria Haley  

Monday, May 9 
7:00 a.m.  Novena   

Tuesday, May 10 
  12:05 p.m.   Novena   
Wednesday, May 11  
   7:00 a.m.  Novena  
Thursday, May 12  
 12:05 p.m.   Novena  
Friday, May 13  No Mass  
Saturday, May 14 
   5:00 p.m.   Novena   
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their soul, and the souls of 
all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace. Amen. 
 
Power in Pray 
Our faith community has a petitions book in the gathering 
area where any parishioner can write in a special prayer 
intention for the living, seriously ill or for any family crisis. 
The written petitions are remembered at mass during the 
Prayer of the Faithful as we respond, “Lord, hear our 
prayer” to the intercessions. Please use this opportunity to 
include your family and community in our prayers. 
 
As individual followers of Christ and as a church body, 
our prayer group's commitment and passion to pray is 
a privilege and extension of God's love for us and care 
for one another. To submit your prayer request, please 
email Cindi Clare at free2day2002@yahoo.com  
 
Ministry to the Elderly 
Two elder-care facilities fall under the auspices of St. 
Joseph on the Brandywine; Country House and 
Stonegates. Ministry at these facilities includes Mass, 
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communion, and the anointing of the sick as needed 
and any other special events as requested. 
 
UPDATE US WITH YOUR NEW INFO: Any changes, such 
as new phone number, address, or email please update at  
https://stjosephonthebrandywine.org/parish/FamilyRegistrati
onForm 
 

 
Choose a Sacred Space 
Our columbarium offers to those opting for cremation an 
alternative to in-ground inurnment. It could be 
considered a mini mausoleum. It contains 80 urn niches, 
40 of which are for a single inurnment, while the other 40 
are for companion inurnment. It is a beautiful structure 
of gray and deep red granites. Provision is made for 
Memorialization by use of bronze scrolls. Small bronze 
vases (optional) are also available. Call 658-7017. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer Cemetery Sales 
Representative for the parish, please call the office at (302) 
658.7017 to let us know you may be interested. An ability to 
serve families with care and compassion, while educating and 
guiding them through the process of selecting and purchasing 
a final resting place for loved ones in our cemetery. 

 
Have you left something behind? Our ushers can assist 
you in showing you where we keep unclaimed items. Or you 
may simply check the black basket under the table at the 
entrance of church. As a gentle reminder, we occasionally 
empty the basket when it is filled.  
 

Catholics of Delaware and 
Maryland’s Eastern Shore who 
are not able to attend one of the 

in-person Synod listening sessions, now have the option to 
participate online. Individuals, couples, families, or small 
groups that would like to answer Pope Francis’ invitation to 
participate in Synod 2021 – 2023 for a Synodal Church, visit 
cdow.org/Synod to do so. 
 
Thanks, from the Easter Angels Ministry 
 
We wish to warmly thank all those generous parishioners 
who donated complete dinners for our local neighbors in 
need in time for their Easter celebrations this year.  Your 
sacrifices of time and treasure during this Lenten season 
resulted in the delivery of 100 bags filled with enough non-
perishable groceries for a family meal and then some and 
almost $3,000 to supplement the non-perishables.  Our 
beneficiary organizations were especially grateful for our 
ministry this year as the numbers of needy families that they 
serve has steadily increased.  I only wish you could witness 
the gratitude of those families whom you helped to enjoy an 
especially wonderful Easter.  Our prayer is that all those who 
contributed were as nourished and strengthened in faith and 
love this Easter as those who received. 
 

Let Us Rejoice and Be Glad 
An Inspirational Concert 

The Music Ministry of Saint Joseph on the Brandywine 
Church presents Let Us Rejoice and Be Glad — An 
Inspirational Concert.  The Concert features the Saint 
Joseph on the Brandywine Adult and Youth Choirs and 
Chamber Ensemble under the direction of Mary Ellen 
Schauber, Director of Choirs, with organist, Michael A. 
Marinelli. Inspirational works to celebrate the Easter Season 
include, Missa Windbergensis by Joachim Schreiber; The 
Heavens Are Telling from Haydn’s “The Creation,” and 
choral and congregational arrangements of “Now Thank We 
All Our God” and “Holy God, We Praise Thy Name.” All are 
invited. 2 PM, Sunday, May 22nd in church.  

 
For All Mothers: That they may be supported and encouraged in their special vocation of love; 

We pray to the Lord: That all might treasure and support God’s plan for life and love; We pray to the Lord: For 
all mothers: That their children will honor their many sacrifices by lives of service and virtue; We pray to the 
Lord: For mothers facing unexpected pregnancies: That they may find strength and courage in the example of 
our Blessed Mother; We pray to the Lord: For all mothers awaiting the birth of their children: That the Lord 
protect them and bring their babies to safe delivery; We pray to the Lord: For all married couples struggling to 
have a child: That the Lord grant them peace as they hope for the gift of a son or daughter; We pray to the Lord: 
For all those longing to welcome a child through adoption: May the Lord guide their journey and grant them 
peace along the way; We pray to the Lord: For mothers who mourn the loss of a child: That they may find peace 
and consolation in the hope of eternal life; We pray to the Lord 
 

 
Mother’s Day Novena of Masses 

Those who wish to remember their loved ones, living and deceased, in a Novena of Masses beginning on Mother’s 
Day may return your envelopes for this purpose.  
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World Day of Prayer for Vocations – May 8th 
Prayer for Parents for Priestly and Religious Vocations: O God, grant that at least one of our sons may 
become a priest or religious brother, and one of our daughters a religious sister. We ourselves want to live as good 
Christians, and to guide our children always to do what is right, so that we may receive the grace, O God, to be 
allowed to give Thee a holy priest, brother, or sister! Amen. (Conclude with an Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory 
Be.) 

Prayer for Priests 
Gracious and loving God, we thank you for the gift of our priests. 

Through them, we experience your presence in the sacraments. 
Help our priests to be strong in their vocation. 
Set their souls on fire with love for your people. 

Grant them the wisdom, understanding, and strength they need to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 
Inspire them with the vision of your Kingdom. 

Give them the words they need to spread the Gospel. 
Allow them to experience joy in their ministry. 

Help them to become instruments of your divine grace. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns as our Eternal Priest. 

The month of May (Overview - Calendar) is the "month which the piety of the faithful has especially 
dedicated to Our Blessed Lady," and it is the occasion for a "moving tribute of faith and love which 
Catholics in every part of the world [pay] to the Queen of Heaven. During this month Christians, both in 
church and in the privacy of the home, offer up to Mary from their hearts an especially fervent and loving 
homage of prayer and veneration. In this month, too, the benefits of God's mercy come down to us from her 
throne in greater abundance" (Paul VI: Encyclical on the Month of May, no. 1). 

This Christian custom of dedicating the month of May to the Blessed Virgin arose at the end of the 13th 
century. In this way, the Church was able to Christianize the secular feasts which were wont to take place at 
that time. In the 16th century, books appeared and fostered this devotion. 

The practice became especially popular among the members of the Jesuit Order — by 1700 it took hold among 
their students at the Roman College and a bit later it was publicly practiced in the Gesu Church in Rome. 
From there it spread to the whole Church. 

The practice was granted a partial indulgence by Pius VII in 1815 and a plenary indulgence by Pius IX in 
1859. With the complete revision of indulgences in 1966 and the decreased emphasis on specific indulgences, 
it no longer carries an indulgence; however, it certainly falls within the category of the First General 
Grant of Indulgences. (A partial indulgence is granted to the faithful who, in the performance of their duties 
and in bearing the trials of life, raise their mind with humble confidence to God, adding — even if only 
mentally — some pious invocation. 

Excerpted from Enchiridion of Indulgences. https://www.catholicculture.org 
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www.dohertyfh.com

652-6811
999-8277

KERNS BROTHERS
Tree & Landscape Service

Since 1973
Pruning • Removal • Stumps

Insect & Disease Control
Landscaping & Hardscaping

475-0466
764-8666

www.kernsbros.com

FUNERAL &
CREMATION PLANNING

& PREPLANNING
Limestone & Milltown Rds.   302-654-3005

2509 Limestone Road, Wilmington, DE 19808
7th & Broom St.   302-652-5913

703 North Broom Street, Wilmington, DE 19808
www.mealeyfuneralhomes.com

www.setting.com (302) 888-2200

BRANDYWINE
CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH

JEEP
3807 Kirkwood Highway, Wilm., DE (302) 998-2271

Experience The Way Car Buying Should Be,
DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE AT BCP

DAVID T. SOWA, M.D.
Board Certified

Hand Surgery and Orthopaedic Surgery
Hand, Wrist, Elbow and Shoulder

Microvascular and Arthroscopic Surgery
302-731-2888

THE DELAWARE HAND TO SHOULDER CENTER
SABRE BUILDING • SUITE 103

4051 OGLETOWN-STANTON ROAD • NEWARK, DE 19713
24 Hour Coverage                   www.fsortho.com

in DELWARE for DIAMONDS it’s DOUBET

Family Jewelers Since 1938

302.888.2991   www.doubetjewelers.com
2900 CONCORD PIKE ◆ SUITE B ◆ WILMINGTON, DE 19803

In Our 4th Decade of Quality Service
• French Drains • Foundation Repair • Mold Remediation

All Work Guaranteed
877-401-4777

morganbasementwaterproofing.com

Morgan
basement waterproofing

Garrett B. Lyons D.D.S., P.A.
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

The Latest Techniques & Modern Treatments

302.654.1765
Suite P1, Montchanin Mills • Rockland Road & Route 100
Parishioner For Over 45Years • www.garrettblyonsdds.com

             Hiring Caregivers 
             And Companions

 302.442.4260
www.homewatchcaregivers.com

Elder Care • 24-Hr Care
Respite Services • Senior Transportation 

Companion Care • Dementia Care
Personal Care • Shopping

Let our family
care for yours.

GUTTER CLEANING
215-322-7400

ELECTRICAL
994-3400

Trouble shooting & Repairs • Service Upgrades
Switches • Outlets • Lighting •Appliance Circuits

SECURITY
994-5400

Burglar Alarms • Surveillance Systems • Fire Alarms • Access Control
www.delcollo.com  Residential • Commercial • Institutional  Established 1975

Pagano Funeral Home
3711 Foulk Rd. Garnet Valley, PA 19060
Across from Booth’s Corner Farmers Market

*ON*
*SITE*

CREMATORY
Peter B. Pagano, Jr.
Owner/Supervisor

Licensed in both DE & PA
DE: 302-792-8485
PA: 610-485-6200

LAW OFFICE OF KEVIN A. O’BRIEN
Kevin and Paul O’Brien, Attorneys

Estate Planning & Administration
Greenville Center, Suite C204 tel. 302.888.2707

WWW.DEESTATEPLAN.COM

Security • Video • Access Control • Fire
Commercial and Residential

800-244-2261
www.securityinstrument.com

sales@securityinstrument.com
309 W. Newport Pike

Wilmington,DE 19804
28340 Lewes Georgetown Hwy.

Milton, DE 19968

PROUD TO BE DELAWARE 
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED 

4 GENERATIONS SINCE 1933

www.krestonwines.com

Delaware
Orthopaedic

Specialists
Trust your care to a Specialist!

302‐655‐9494 • www.delortho.com
Anzilotti Orthodontics

Clifford L. Anzilotti, D.M.D
Clifford L. Anzilotti, Jr., D.M.D.

2101 Foulk Rd.
Wilmington, DE 19810

302-475-2050

112 St. Anne’s Church Rd.
Middletown, DE 19709

302‐378‐2778

ATTORNEY

TOMASETTI LAW, LLC
General Practice ✦ Wills ✦ Estates ✦ Real Estate

14 W. MARKET STREET
NEWPORT

302-995-2840
www.raytomasetti.com

Morgan Exteriors, LLC
Stucco Remediation Specialist

Roofing • Hardie Siding Specialist

877.401.4777
Best Prices & Warranties in the Business

www.morganexteriorsllc.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship
of the Sea of the United States of America

Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY.
Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email
eileen@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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