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Parish Office   
10 Old Church Road, Wilmington, DE 19807 
Office (302) 658-7017 Fax (302) 428-0639 
www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Msgr. John P. Hopkins, Pastor: Ext. 2 
jphopkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Deacon Michael Stankewicz 
deacon@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Parish & Pastoral Secretary: Francine A. Harkins; 
Ext. 1    fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Bulletin Editor: fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Coordinator, Religious Education: Jessie M. Curtin: 
Ext. 4    jcurtin@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Religious Education Secretary: Linda T. 
Mondzelewski: Ext. 3 
lmondzelewski@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Bookkeeper: Melissa Morri   Ext. 5  
mmorri@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Cemetery Sales:  Volunteer Sales Consultants: Ext. 7  
  cemeteries@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 

Director of Liturgy & Music 
Michael Marinelli 
mmarinelli@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Director of Adult & Youth Choirs 
Mary Ellen Schauber  
meschauber@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Eucharistic Minister Coordinator  
Barbara Loeslein 
loesleinbarbara@gmail.com  
Finance Council Executive Officer 
Eugene Julian  
eugene.julian@comcast.net 
Lector Coordinator 
Loretta S. Carlson   lscarlson@mac.com 
Parish Council Executive Officer 
Mary Beth Russell    
merussell78@comcast.net 
Respect Life  
Lynelle Robuck 
whitedove@abbapottery.com 
 

  

Schedule of Liturgies 
 
Confession 
Saturday   4:00 p.m. or by appointment 
 
Mass 
Saturday   5:00 p.m.  
First Sat.   8:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday   7:30 a.m. 

10:00a.m. 
Weekday 
M-W    7:00 a.m. 
T-Th  12:05 p.m. 
 
Friday   No Mass  
 
HOLY DAY EUCHARIST: As announced 
SICK CALLS: anytime 
BAPTISMS: By appointment with at least one 
preparation session for new parents. 
 
WEDDINGS: Engaged couples wishing to marry in 
the church should contact a Parish Priest at least 
one year prior to the planned wedding date to begin 
the marriage preparation process. The year-long 
process includes diocesan pre-marriage classes and 
meetings with clergy.  
 

The SJOB Knights of Columbus council 
meets every third Tuesday of the month in the 
Family Center. Membership in the Knights is open 
to all Catholic men, 18 years of age or older. Those 
interested should contact Kyle Schindler at (302) 
388-4960 or schindler.kyle@gmail.com. 
 

“For as the body apart from the spirit is 
 dead, so faith apart from works is dead.” James 2:26 
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Pastor’s Column 
SENT FORTH 

 
Today we celebrate Jesus’ return to heaven. If we struggle to 
know how to feel about this event, we take our cue from 
Jesus’ disciples. These disciples are first-hand witnesses to 
the Ascension, returning afterword to Jerusalem, where 
“they were continually in the temple praising God.” Long-
time companions of the Lord, they surely feel the pain of 
physical separation from Jesus. Yet they praise God 
continually. They accept God’s plan, looking forward to the 
day when Christ will come again. As our reading from 
Hebrews affirms, Christ will return to “bring salvation to 
those who eagerly await him.” This Good News is almost too 
much to take in; the Acts of the Apostles explains that an 
angel must wake the disciples from their stupor, reminding 
them to start the Lord’s work. Today’s readings are our own 
angel, sending us forth in joyful hope. 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who 
“Walking by Faith”, made a pledge to 
the Faith and Charity Catholic 
Appeal. If you have not yet 

participated, please consider doing so today. Your gift makes 
a real difference in the lives of thousands of individuals and 
families who reside within our 12-county diocese. Pledge 
envelopes are available in the vestibule and doorways of the 
church and can be placed in the offertory basket. Thank you 
for your generosity and support.  To learn more about the 
Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal, visit www.cdow.org; 
click “Giving” then “Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal.” 
 

 
DIOCESE OF 
WILMINGTON 
ONLINE SYNOD 
LISTENING 
SESSION 
Individuals, 
couples, families, 

or small groups who live in Delaware or Maryland’s Eastern 
Shore and would like to answer Pope Francis’ invitation to 
participate in Synod 2021 – 2023 for a Synodal Church visit 
cdow.org/synod Step 1: Please watch the video in the link Step 2: 
Complete the Online Listening Session Survey Form. 
 
 

The Knights of Columbus have a 
traveling St. Joseph Pilgrim Icon, 
which will be coming to our parish 
on May 31st at 5:30 p.m., with a 
prayer service.  
 
There are posters at the entrance of 
church. All are welcome to attend – 
please bring a friend.  
 
 

 

Prayer of the Week 
The Ascension of the Lord 

At the Mass during the Day 
Gladden us with holy joys, almighty God, 

and make us rejoice with devout thanksgiving, 
for the Ascension of Christ your Son 

is our exaltation, 
and, where the Head has gone before in glory, 

the Body is called to follow in hope. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 
 

Reflection question: 
Why is the Ascension a cause for joy? 

 
Diocesan Priests’ Retirement Fund 

The weekend of June 4/5 we will hold a special collection 
for the Diocesan Priests’ Retirement Fund. This fund is 
becoming vital as more and more of our priests reach the 
age of retirement. Your donation will be used to support 
the many fine priests who have dedicated their lives to 
service of the faithful of Delaware and Maryland’s Eastern 
Shore. Please be as generous as possible. 
 

Peter’s Pence Collection – June 25th – 26th 
This collection is a significant way to support the Universal 
Church.  This collection supported by Catholics around the 
globe, helps the Holy Father reach out to people suffering 
in our world.  It also helps support the ongoing activities of 
the Holy See.  Thank you for your supporting the works of 
the Holy Father through the Peter’s Pence Collection.  

Learn about respect life activities in the Diocese of 
Wilmington, including a listing of pregnancy 
centers in Delaware and Maryland’s Eastern 
Shore, plus Catholic Charities’ 24-hour toll-free 
pregnancy counseling hotline – 877-225-7570. Visit 
cdow.org 

 
Words To Live By 

Parental words that sustain and heal: "It's normal." "I'm 
proud of you." Look for an opportunity to say something like 
this today. 

 
 

They fell, but o’er their glorious grave 
Floats free the banner of the cause 

they died to save. 
—Francis Marion Crawford 

 
 



Religious Education 
Dear Religious Education families, 
I am so grateful to all of you for a successful, (mostly) in-
person Religious Education year. As the academic year 
wraps up, take some time together with your loved ones to 
enjoy the sun’s warmth and the other gifts God has given us. 
  
A Prayer of Summer Joy 
Loving God, we give you thanks for the beauty of summer. 
Let us join with other creatures in emerging from winter 
darkness into the full light of the season. May love emerge in 
us as well, giving rise to praise for you and for the gifts of 
your creation. Help us to weather the storms that hit without 
warning and do damage to heart and soul. Turn our faces 
towards the sun and let joy be the mantle we carry 
throughout this blessed time. In your holy name, we pray. 
Amen. 
In His service, Jessie 
 

 
Choose a Sacred Space 
Our columbarium offers to those opting for cremation an 
alternative to in-ground inurnment. It could be 
considered a mini mausoleum. It contains 80 urn niches, 
40 of which are for a single inurnment, while the other 40 
are for companion inurnment. It is a beautiful structure 
of gray and deep red granites. Provision is made for 
Memorialization by use of bronze scrolls. Small bronze 
vases (optional) are also available. Call 658-7017. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a volunteer Cemetery Sales 
Representative for the parish, please call the office at (302) 
658.7017 to let us know you may be interested. An ability to 
serve families with care and compassion, while educating and 
guiding them through the process of selecting and purchasing 
a final resting place for loved ones in our cemetery. 
 

Making A Connection 
We honor those who served in the military and are buried in 
St. Joseph on the Brandywine cemeteries by placing flags on 
their graves for Memorial Day.    Thank you to the Knights 
and the Cub Scouts for their volunteer service to our faith 
community. 
 

Veterans’ Benefits 
St. Joseph on the Brandywine is a modern cemetery with a 
traditional setting, located in the Heart of the Historic 
Brandywine Valley. We allow for Veteran’s markers for your 
loved one based on current VA eligibility/guidelines. Your 
Funeral Director can facilitate the application process for 
you or you may visit https://www.va.gov/burials-
memorials/memorial-items/headstones-markersmedallions.  
Who is eligible? • To be eligible you must be a veteran 
discharged or separated from active duty under conditions 

other than dishonorable and have completed the required 
period of service. U.S. Armed Forces members who die on 
active duty are also eligible, as are spouses and dependent 
children of eligible living and deceased veterans, and of 
current and deceased armed forces members. Contact the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs at (800) 827-1000 for 
more information. 

Fly it Pretty 
A United States flag can be flown over the United States 
Capitol in honor or memory of a person or special occasion. 
All flags flown over the Capitol are accompanied by a 
certificate of authenticity. Flags may be flown for a 
particular person, event, or organization. If you would like a 
special gift for a patriotic American you know, then consider 
purchasing a U.S. flag that has been flown over the U.S. 
Capitol in Washington, D.C., in honor of the gift recipient. 
https://www.carper.senate.gov. 

 
Mass Intentions 

Saturday, May 28 
    5:00 p.m. Parishioners      
Sunday, May 29  

  7:30 a.m. Patricia Ann Julian by the Julian family  
10:00 a.m.  Margaret & Kim Coskey by family   

Monday, May 30 
7:00 a.m.  Beau Biden by the Biden family   

Tuesday, May 31 
  12:05 p.m.    Elizabeth Kowrey by Dave & Cindy 

Rominger  
Wednesday, June 1  
   7:00 a.m.  Doug Tibbetts by Grace & Paul Kupcha   
Thursday, June 2  
 12:05 p.m.   May Jane DeMatteis by Karen & Mike Soja     
Friday, June 3    No Mass  
Saturday, June 4 
   8:00 p.m.   Josephine Moncevicz by Dr. Bill 
   5:00 p.m. William Mical by Gene & Cathy Kelleher  
   
 Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their soul, and the souls of 
all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace. Amen. 
 

One of our Downtown Churches 
If you need of a mass intention that we cannot accommodate, 
you may want to contact St. Paul’s Parish in downtown 
Wilmington. They have a severe shortage of mass intentions 
for 2022.  Please contact St. Paul’s office at 302-655-6596 e-
mail: saintpaulrectory@gmail.com. 
 
Emmanuel Dining Room – Friday, June 10 
The Emmanuel Dining Room East is grateful for St. Joseph’s 
parishioners for their continuing donation of a chicken meal 
once a month. Our donors purchase and cook 18 to 24 
chicken thighs or other chicken parts and/or bring various 
desserts. Our next date to deliver our meal for Emmanuel 
Dining Room is Friday, June 10. Please bring your cooked 
chicken and desserts to the Family Center by 9 A.M. on that 
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day. Thank you for your consistent support to this ministry.  
Peg Janes (302) 656-3635. 
 
Food Collection Date:  5/28 & 5/29 
Every day, many individuals, and families in our community 
struggle to meet their basic nutritional needs. You can make 
a difference right now.  Your gifts of food donations can 
bring immediate relief and hope to a family or individual 
who is suffering from hunger.  Thank you for your generosity 
 

 

COLLEGE BOUND? 
Stay connected with us by visiting our website often 
www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org. View weekly news to 
keep you in the know. 
 

ALWAYS IN GOOD TASTE! 
Dress and attire show our reverence and respect for the 
special presence of the Lord found in Church.  A gentle 
reminder is needed at this time of the year that dress and 
attire, (young & old) should not reflect that we’re headed to 
the beach, gym or pool. 
 
Our offices will be closed Friday, May 27 and Monday, May 
30th for Memorial Day.  Thank you!  

 
Parish Online Registration 
To register or update your information please visit https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/parish-registration.  Thank 
you for your parish registration and welcome to our Church and faith community. 
 

+ Prayers for the Victims of Gun Violence  
 
In response to the shootings in Buffalo, NY and Laguna Woods, CA, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) offered the following statement from its spokesperson, Chieko Noguchi, director of public affairs. “The 
U.S. bishops join with others throughout the country in offering prayers for the support and healing of the 
families, friends, and communities of those impacted by these violent incidents. We pray especially for those who 
were injured and particularly for those who lost their lives. We pray also for those on the front lines who risk 
their lives in responding to the calls for help, and to those in the medical fields who minister to those who have 
been harmed.” “The bishops again call for an honest dialogue rooted in Christ in addressing the persistent evil of 
racism in our country. The Catholic Church has been a consistent voice for rational yet effective forms of 
regulation of dangerous weapons, and the USCCB continues to advocate for an end to violence, and for the 
respect and dignity of all lives.” “We pray for and support the healing of the communities impacted and for all 
the victims of violence and that Christ’s peace be upon all affected.” 

+ Help Ukrainians and other displaced people on World Refugee Day in June! 
Sign up for text messages to participate in CRS’ Call Congress Day by texting CALL CONGRESS to 677-68 

 
Get free at-home COVID-19 tests Every home in the U.S. 
is eligible to order free at home tests.  
Order yours at. https://www.covid.gov/tests  
Need help placing an order for your at-home tests?  
Call 1-800-232-0233 (TTY 1-888-720-7489). 

 
 

Saint Mark’s High School to Host Second Annual Esports Tournament 
CyberClash 2022 is an esports tournament hosted by Saint Mark’s High School, in partnership with The Esport 
Company.  Registration is open to sixth, seventh and eighth graders.  There is no cost to enter. The deadline to 
sign up is July 10.  The tournament will start July 25 and will include six weeks of competition.  For additional 
information and to register for CyberClash 2022, visit https://theesportcompany.com/saint-marks-cyberclash-
2022/. 
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Good Reads For   
 Peace & Justice 

  

Random Acts  

of Kindness 

Write down what you’re grateful for, capture acts of kindness you’ve performed for others, and place them all in 
a rustic-style Gratitude Jar. Keep the thankfulness momentum going by trying a 30-day challenge and watch your 
family’s mindset change toward showing appreciation and expressing gratitude. Gather in a special place to 
review what you’ve written – you’ll be reminded it’s the simple things that make life worth living. 



 


	Making A Connection
	COLLEGE BOUND?
	ALWAYS IN GOOD TASTE!

