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Parish Office   
 
10 Old Church Road, Wilmington, DE 19807 
Office (302) 658-7017 Fax (302) 428-0639 
www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Msgr. John P. Hopkins, Pastor: Ext. 2 
jphopkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Deacon Michael Stankewicz 
deacon@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
 
Parish & Pastoral Secretary: Francine A. Harkins 
Ext. 1    fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Bulletin Editor: fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Business & Cemetery Manager: Melissa Morri   Ext. 
5  mmorri@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Cemetery Sales:  Volunteer Sales Consultants  Ext. 7  
cemeteries@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Facilities Manager: Patrick Garrett   Ext. 6 
pgarrett@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Coordinator, Religious Education: Jessie M. Curtin 
Ext. 4    jcurtin@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
 

Director of Liturgy & Music 
Michael Marinelli 
mmarinelli@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Director of Adult & Youth Choirs 
Mary Ellen Schauber  
meschauber@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Eucharistic Minister Coordinator  
Barbara Loeslein 
loesleinbarbara@gmail.com  
Finance Council Executive Officer 
Eugene Julian  
eugene.julian@comcast.net 
Lector Coordinator 
Loretta S. Carlson   lscarlson@mac.com 
Parish Council Executive Officer 
Mary Beth Russell    
merussell78@comcast.net 
Respect Life  
Lynelle Robuck whitedove@abbapottery.com 
 

  

Schedule of Liturgies 
 
Confession 
Saturday   4:00 p.m. or by appointment 
 
Mass 
Saturday   5:00 p.m.  
First Sat.   8:00 a.m. 
Sunday   7:30 a.m. 

10:00a.m. 
Weekday 
M-W    7:00 a.m. 
T-Th  12:05 p.m. 
 
Friday   No Mass  
 
HOLY DAY EUCHARIST: As announced 
SICK CALLS: anytime 
BAPTISMS: By appointment with at least one 
preparation session for new parents. 
 
WEDDINGS: Engaged couples wishing to marry in 
the church should contact a Parish Priest at least one 
year prior to the planned wedding date to begin the 
marriage preparation process. The year-long process 
includes diocesan pre-marriage classes and meetings 
with clergy.  
 

The SJOB Knights of Columbus council 
meets every third Tuesday of the month in the Family 
Center. Membership in the Knights is open to all 
Catholic men, 18 years of age or older. Those 
interested should contact Kyle Schindler at (302) 388-
4960 or schindler.kyle@gmail.com. 
 

NO SURPRISES 
We are told by all spiritual writers that one crucial 
point to bear in mind, as we seek to attain humility, is 
not to be surprised by our own faults and failures.  
 
              —Francois Fénelon, Archbishop of Cambrai 
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Pastor’s Column 
HUMILITY 

Today’s readings praise the virtue of humility and 
offer concrete ways for us to become humbler. The 
Book of Sirach suggests a practical reason for acting 
with humility: humble people are more likeable than 
the arrogant. Even God “finds favor” with those who 
humble themselves. In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus provides 
real-world suggestions for growing in humility and 
teaches us never to assume we are better than others. 
His words change our outward behavior and expand 
our hearts and minds to care about people we might 
have dismissed before. This practical, almost “folksy” 
wisdom about humility helps us behave better in daily 
life and makes our lofty goal of eternal life more 
accessible. Our reading from Hebrews affirms that 
heaven is indeed approachable. The personal love and 
sacrifice of Jesus have opened “the city of the living 
God” to us. Humility prepares us for paradise. 
 
Support Your Parish through Online Giving 

Sunday offerings are critical to the ongoing vitality and 
sustainability of our parishes to carry out the Mission of 
Jesus Christ.   We ask those who are able to please continue 
to support our parish. Know that we are always thankful for 
your generosity, especially during this challenging time. We 
encourage you to remain in prayer in the comfort of your 
home and use the safety and security of this site to make 
your donations electronically or you can mail a check to the 
parish. You, your loved ones and the entire well-being and 
health of God’s people remain in our prayers. 

We are excited to offer online giving for families to easily 
give one-time as well as recurring gifts! Simply make a 
secure donation via electronic check or debit/credit card on 
our newly redesigned website. And, if you choose to set up a 
recurring gift, you will be prompted by email to create your 
own online donor account to manage your gifts. It’s easy! 
Visit https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/online-
offertory to get started. Thank you for your continued 
support. 

Word of Life: Children are a promise of life 

 “We all say: children are a promise of life. And we are 
also inclined to feel a bit emotional telling young people 
that they are our future, it’s true. But sometimes I wonder 
if we are as serious about their future, about the children’s 
future and about the future of young people! A question 
that we should ask ourselves more often is: how sincere 
are we with the promises that we make to children, having 
brought them into our world?” 

Prayer of the Week 
Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

God of might, giver of every good gift, 
put into our hearts the love of your name, 

so that, by deepening our sense of reverence, 
you may nurture in us what is good 

and, by your watchful care, 
keep safe what you have nurtured. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 
 

Reflection question: 
Toward what or whom should I have a sense of 

reverence? 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
Sept. 17 & 18th parishioners throughout the diocese will be 
asked to help make the dream of a Catholic education a 
reality for many struggling Catholic families.  Monies raised 
through this collection coupled with the diocese’s tuition 
assistance endowment provides financial assistance to 
hundreds of deserving families who seek a Catholic 
education for their children but who cannot afford the full 
cost of tuition. 
 
Through this collection, our Bishop is reaching out to 
believing and worshipping Catholics like you to assist him in 
ensuring the Catholic commitment to total education of our 
children does not fade away because people cannot afford it. 
Church has the mission to educate, and this mission directly 
affects the quality of life we experience as Catholics, all of us 
have a stake in Catholic education.  
 
I ask you to generously support next week’s Share in the 
Spirit collection. God bless you for your ongoing goodness. 
To learn more about the Share in the Spirit collection and its 
importance, go to the diocesan website at 
www.cdow.org/sharespirit.html. 
 
Sincerely, Msgr. John Hopkins  

 

Spend a few minutes with Pope Francis each day. These 
daily reflections are sure to deepen your Catholic faith 

journey. https://sthedwigde.org 
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Religious Education 
Dear Religious Education families,  
   
As we enjoy the final weeks of summer, I also look forward 
to September 18: Catechetical Sunday and the first day of 
Religious Education. If you haven’t yet, kindly return your 
registration packet as soon as possible.  
   
We are in need of classroom catechists and other 
volunteers. Without volunteers, the program cannot run! 
Please reach out if you feel God may be calling you to serve the 
children of our parish. If you need a registration packet or have 
any questions, please reach out: email 
jcurtin@stjosephonthebrandywine.org or call 302-658-7017  
Ext 4. In His service, Jessie  

 
Bring Your Faith to Campus 

1. Visit the chapel. If your campus has a Catholic chapel, 
take a few moments each day to pay a visit to the Blessed 
Sacrament! Just going in to pray for even a brief time is a 
valuable act of worship, and it will help you to center 
your thoughts and heart on what is profoundly important. 
If others see you doing this every day, they might just be 
curious enough to try it themselves! 

2. Pray at mealtime. College dining halls are remarkably 
busy places, and it is easy to rush through meals when 
there are many demands on our time. However, taking 
just a few seconds to thank God and ask for his blessing 
sets the right tone for any meal. And don’t be bashful—
make the sign of the cross! We pray in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and making 
this sign is a powerful gesture that solidifies our resolve 
in prayer. It is an unobtrusive way to demonstrate that we 
are proud to profess our faith. 

3. Set aside time for daily prayer and reflection. Even on 
the busiest days, there’s time for reflection. Opportunities 
for daily prayer with the Church are innumerable—from 
the Liturgy of the Hours to Novenas, to the Rosary, and 
beyond. These treasured prayers are universally 
efficacious and accessible. A wonderful place to start with 
a commitment to daily prayer beyond what you have done 
before is to use a daily devotional book. Daily 
Companion for Young Catholics by Allan F. Wright 
provides daily opportunities for reflection, presenting a 
Scripture quote, a meditation, and a short prayer for each 
day. With this book, just one minute each morning, 
afternoon, or night can help to center your day on 
following Christ. 

Don’t leave home without the Gospel! – catholic book 
publishing 

 
 

Our offices will be closed on Monday, 
September 5th for Labor Day.   In an 

emergency, please contact us at (302) 658.7017. 
God bless! 

 

 
 

The Parish Choir will resume 
rehearsals on Thursday, 
September 8, in the choir loft 
starting at 7:15 PM. If you 
enjoy singing and would like 
to get to know some of your 
fellow parishioners a little 
better, consider joining the 
choir. Reading music is not a 

requirement, only a willingness to share in the music 
ministry that has been a long tradition in the parish. We 
always are looking to welcome "new" voices. If you are 
interested, please come to the rehearsal on the 8th or contact 
Mary Ellen Schauber at 
meschauber@stjosephonthebrandywine.org if you are 
unable to attend, have a question, or would like more 
information. 
 
The Youth Choir will resume rehearsals on Thursday,  
September 15 in the Parish Life Center classroom starting at  
6:15 PM. We welcome new members who are able to read  
and enjoy singing. In addition to the weekly rehearsal  
commitment, the youth choir sings monthly at the 10 AM  
Mass and also joins with the adults for concerts and the 
Christmas and Easter holidays. 
 
If your child is interested in joining the youth choir, please  
plan to have him or her attend the rehearsal on September 15 
or contact Mary Ellen Schauber at 
meschauber@stjosephonthebrandywine.org. If your child is  
unable to attend, or if you have a question or would like more 
information. 
 

 
Emmanuel Dining Room – 

Friday, September 9 
The Emmanuel Dining Room East 
is grateful for St. Joseph’s 
parishioners for their continuing 
donation of a chicken meal once a 
month. Our donors purchase and 

cook 18 to 24 chicken thighs or other chicken parts and/or 
bring various desserts. Our next date to deliver our meal for 
Emmanuel Dining Room is Friday, September 9. Please 
bring your cooked chicken and desserts to the Family 
Center by 9 A.M. on that day. Thank you for your 
consistent support to this ministry. Peg Janes (302) 656-
3635. 

 
Food Pantry Collection – August 27th & 28th 
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VICTIMS ASSISTANCE 
DIOCESE OF WILMINGTON 
If you have been sexually exploited or abused 
by a priest, brother, sister, or lay person employed 
by the Diocese of Wilmington or by a church 
volunteer in service to a parish or school or other 
church organization call the Victims Assistance 
Coordinator by telephone (302) 656-0651 and 
report the incident to the Delaware State Attorney 
General’s Office (302)577-8310. 

 
Mass Intentions 

Saturday, August 27 
5:00 p.m. John & Frances Brown requested by the 

Grant family  
Sunday, August 28  

  7:30 a.m. Parishioners  
10:00 a.m.  Charles McFadden by Ann Marie & Joe 

Finch  
Monday, August 29 
   7:00 a.m.  Francis Sarro by John & Ann Strusowski  
 Tuesday, August 30 
 12:05 p.m.   Antionette Dunn Battaglia by Bernard 

Brady  
Wednesday, August 31 
  7:00 a.m.  Catherine Piendak by Rita & Bob 

Gutekunst  
Thursday, Sept. 1  
 12:05 p.m.   Joseph R. Biden, Sr., by family   
Friday, Sept. 2    No Mass  
Saturday, Sept. 3 
  8:00 a.m. Open intention  

5:00 p.m. Parishioners  
 

One Mass will be celebrated on Labor Day, 
Monday, Sept. 5th at 9 a.m. 

  
  Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their soul, and the souls of 
all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 
in peace. Amen. 
 

2023 Mass Intention Book 
The mass intention book is now open. Personal intentions 
may be arranged for masses to be celebrated at St. Joseph 
on the Brandywine throughout the 2023 year. One mass 
each Sunday will be reserved for the people of the parish. 
We will continue to limit five masses per person per year.  
 

Pray that those who have been given so much in their 
vocations as priests, deacons and consecrated men and 
women will imitate the Lord’s generosity as they live that 
gift. If you think God is calling you to be a priest, deacon, 
religious brother, or sister, contact Fr. Carroll. 302-573-
3113, www.cdow.org/vocations or vocations@cdow.org. 

Vatican ViewPoint 

"The Church in the world, seen from Rome" 

Each week we explore a topic that cuts to the heart of the 

Church’s life in the world. Guests take us through themes 

that range from current events viewed from a Catholic 

perspective to the Pope’s ministry and high points in the 

liturgical year. To listen to podcasts visit   

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/podcast.html 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Fall Mum & Pumpkin Harvest Sale  
Saturday, Sept, 24th  
2 – 6:30; Sunday, Sept. 
25th 7:30 am until noon 
at St. St. Mary of the 
Assumption Catholic 
Church, Hockessin  
Proceeds benefit local 
charities 

Rain or Shine 
Sponsored by the Columbiettes  
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