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Parish Office   
 
10 Old Church Road, Wilmington, DE 19807 
Office (302) 658-7017 Fax (302) 428-0639 
www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Msgr. John P. Hopkins, Pastor: Ext. 2 
jphopkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Deacon Michael Stankewicz 
deacon@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
 
Parish & Pastoral Secretary: Francine A. Harkins 
Ext. 1    fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Bulletin Editor: fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Business & Cemetery Manager: Melissa Morri  Ext. 
5  mmorri@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Cemetery Sales:  Volunteer Sales Consultants  Ext. 7  
cemeteries@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Facilities Manager: Patrick Garrett   Ext. 6 
pgarrett@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Coordinator, Religious Education: Jessie M. Curtin 
Ext. 4    jcurtin@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
 

Director of Liturgy & Music 
Michael Marinelli 
mmarinelli@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Director of Adult & Youth Choirs 
Mary Ellen Schauber  
meschauber@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Eucharistic Minister Coordinator  
Barbara Loeslein 
loesleinbarbara@gmail.com  
Finance Council Executive Officer 
Eugene Julian  
eugene.julian@comcast.net 
Lector Coordinator 
Loretta S. Carlson   lscarlson@mac.com 
Parish Council Executive Officer 
Mary Beth Russell    
merussell78@comcast.net 
Respect Life  
Lynelle Robuck whitedove@abbapottery.com 
 

  

Schedule of Liturgies 
 
Confession 
Saturday   4:00 p.m. or by appointment 
 
Mass 
Saturday   5:00 p.m.  
First Sat.   8:00 a.m. 
Sunday   7:30 a.m. 

10:00a.m. 
Weekday 
M-W    7:00 a.m. 
T-Th  12:05 p.m. 
 
Friday   No Mass  
 
HOLY DAY EUCHARIST: As announced 
SICK CALLS: anytime 
BAPTISMS: By appointment with at least one 
preparation session for new parents. 
 
WEDDINGS: Engaged couples wishing to marry in 
the church should contact a Parish Priest at least one 
year prior to the planned wedding date to begin the 
marriage preparation process. The year-long process 
includes diocesan pre-marriage classes and meetings 
with clergy.  
 

The SJOB Knights of Columbus council 
meets every third Tuesday of the month in the Family 
Center. Membership in the Knights is open to all 
Catholic men, 18 years of age or older. Those 
interested should contact Kyle Schindler at (302) 388-
4960 or schindler.kyle@gmail.com. 
 

FAULT 
The greatest of all faults is to be 

 conscious of none. —Thomas Carlyle 
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Pastor’s Column 
PRIORITIES 

 
Make a choice. God or money, material things, earthly 
pleasure. This is what Jesus asks us to do in today’s Gospel. 
The Pharisees and scribes, and many people, want it both 
ways. God and wealth. But Jesus knows that “no servant 
can serve two masters.” It is not that wealth is inherently 
bad, but the pursuit of it to the exclusion of what is good 
and righteous is. Our faith is meant to guide and shape the 
way we live. If we are followers of Jesus Christ, we will treat 
others, especially the poor and vulnerable, fairly, and justly. 
We will live with devotion to God and let our lives speak the 
truth of God’s love for all. We will put first things first, or 
more precisely, put God and God’s ways first, assured that 
when we do, everything else will fall into place. 

 
This year, the Church will honor and 
celebrate your vocation as Catechist on 
Catechetical Sunday— September 18th 
- this is a time of celebration in 
parishes for all those who have 
committed themselves to teaching the 
faith. This year’s theme—“This is my 
Body given for you”— invites you to 
reflect on your role, by virtue of 
Baptism, in handing on the faith and 
being a witness to the Gospel. The task 

of catechesis calls you to be more than a mere instructor, 
but also to be a joyful witness to the Joy of the Gospel in 
order to help others live their faith in a more authentic way. 
Let us encourage one another remembering the words of 
Pope Francis along the way: Catechists are people who keep 
the memory of God alive; they keep it alive in themselves 
and they are able to revive it in others.” - Dr. MaryAnn 
Wallen Director Office for Religious Education Diocese of 
Wilmington 

 
 

Sunday, Sept. 25th  
In recognizing all that priests do for the community, both 

seen and unseen, we offer our prayers as a faith community. 
It is a day to reflect upon and affirm the central role of the 

priesthood in the life of the Church because without priests, 
the Mass and Sacraments could not be offered.  

 
Please join us in the parish hall after Masses this weekend to 
celebrate Priesthood Sunday and officially welcome Msgr. John 
P. Hopkins as our pastor. A gathering to welcome Msgr. were 
delayed due to the pandemic. Take a few moments to enjoy 
refreshments and fellowship. 

Prayer of the Week 
Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

O God, who founded all the commands of your sacred 
Law upon love of you and of our neighbor, 

grant that, by keeping your precepts, 
we may merit to attain eternal life. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 
 

Reflection question: 
How do I show love for my neighbor? 

 

 
 

Through this collection, our Bishop is reaching out to 
believing and worshipping Catholics like you to assist him in 
ensuring the Catholic commitment to total education of our 
children does not fade away because people cannot afford it. 
Church has the mission to educate, and this mission directly 
affects the quality of life we experience as Catholics, all of us 
have a stake in Catholic education.  
 
Monies raised through this collection coupled with the 
diocese’s tuition assistance endowment provides financial 
assistance to hundreds of deserving families who seek a 
Catholic education for their children but who cannot afford 
the full cost of tuition. If you are not prepared to contribute 
today, you may drop your contribution off at the parish 
office or place it in next week’s collection basket.  
 
I ask you to generously support the Share in the Spirit 
collection. To learn more about the Share in the Spirit 
collection and its importance, go to the diocesan website at 
www.cdow.org/sharespirit.html. 

 
Now more than ever, people in our 

communities need help and guidance 

in growing closer to Christ. Our 

diocese's Faith and Charity ministries 

are essential to caring for our people and building up our 

church. Please consider a gift to the Faith and Charity 

Catholic Appeal if you have not already. Help our parish to 

achieve our goal and support those in need throughout 

Delaware and the Eastern Shore of Maryland. Once we have 

collected our goal, our parish is eligible for a rebate to assist 

with our needs right here.  https://www.cdow.org 

 



Religious Education 
Dear Religious Education families,  
   
This Sunday, Catechetical Sunday, is the opening day of K-8 
religious education for 2022-2023! I am so excited to see the 
faces of your children as they return to campus. I also look 
forward to welcoming back our ninth-graders at a later 
date. 
  
The Catholic Church’s theme for catechetical ministries for 
2022-2023 is “This is my body given for you”. I am endlessly 
grateful to the volunteers who give of their time and 
resources to make our program run. Thank you! 
  
As St. Benedict said: Always we begin again. 
In His service, Jessie  

 
Little Sisters to Visit  
 
The Little Sisters of the Poor will be visit September 17th & 
18th after all Masses for their appeal in support of the 
magnificent work that they do to care for the neediest elderly 
of every race and religion with dignity until God calls them to 
himself. Please welcome the sisters. Your generosity is 
appreciated.  

 
Mass at St. Francis Xavier Shrine  

Mass will be celebrated on Sunday, September 25 at 4:00 
PM at St. Francis Xavier Shrine (Old Bohemia). The 
presider will be Reverend Mark Kelleher will preside. All 
are welcome to come an hour before the start of Mass to 
view the graves dating back to the 1700’s and tour the 
Rectory Museum. The church location is 1690 Bohemia 
Church Road, Warwick, MD 21912. The Old Bohemia 
Historical Society (OBHS) was formed in 1953 as a non-
sectarian non-profit corporation to maintain the buildings 
and grounds at the St. Francis Xavier Mission. The Society 
purchased the property’s 120 acres and maintains the 
buildings and grounds with assistance from the Diocese of 
Wilmington. Income for the upkeep and restoration of the 
facilities comes from membership dues, donations from 
benefactors, fundraisers, and the collection at six annual 
Masses at the church.  

A Shout Out to Chandler Funeral Homes & Crematory for 
sponsoring the 2022 and the 2023 calendars. Proceeds from 
the sale of J. S. Paluch calendars support vocation ministry 
across the U.S.  We appreciate you!  

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER – Learn tools to 
revitalize romance and deepen communication in your 
marriage. The next weekend is November 11-13th at the 
Brighton Suites in Rehoboth Beach, Delaware. Register at 
http://www.wwme.org or call Tony and Linda Massino at 
302-648-2228. 

 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, Sept. 17 
   5:00 p.m. Mike & Rose Grieco by John & Barb  
  Grieco Pietropaulo  
Sunday, Sept. 18  

  7:30 a.m. Paul & Frances Leahy requested by the 
Grant family  

10:00 a.m.  Mary A. Piendak by John Piendak and 
McGivney family    

Monday, Sept. 19 
   9:00 a. m. Jonie O’Brien by Pat Cannon    
 Tuesday, Sept. 20 
 12:05 p.m.   Beverly Quinn Cannon by Josephine & 

Thomas McBride   
Wednesday, Sept. 21 
 7:00 a.m.  Toni Battaglia by John & Maraleta Malloy   
Thursday, Sept. 22  
 12:05 p.m.   Bill & Pauline Rogers by Tony & Andrea 

Rogers    
Friday, Sept. 23 No Mass      
Saturday, Sept. 24 
  5:00 p.m. Alice Mical by Cathy & Gene Kelleher   
 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual 
light shine upon them. May their soul, and the souls of 
all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest 
in peace. Amen. 
Footprints Ministry, through the Office for Marriage and 

Family Life, will be sponsoring a Mass of Remembrance and 

Healing for Pregnancy and Infant Loss.  A special invitation 

is extended to parents, grandparents and siblings who grieve the 

death of children as a result of miscarriage, stillbirth, abortion or 

early infant death.  The Mass will be held on October 14th at 7 

pm at St. Joseph’s Church in Middletown.  Our celebrant will 

be Bishop William Koenig  
 

Food Donations 
Weekend of Sept. 24th & 25th 

Thank you always for the wonderful response! 
 
Emmanuel Dining Room 
Monthly Meal Donations  
Tuesday, October 11  
 
St. Joseph’s parishioners provide a 

noontime meal to Emmanuel Dining Room - East once a 
month.  Volunteers purchase and cook 18 to 24 chicken thighs 
or other chicken parts and/or bring various desserts. The parish 
provides green beans and stuffing for the balance of the meal.  
Our next date to deliver this meal to Emmanuel Dining Room is 
Tuesday, October 11.  Please bring your cooked chicken and 
desserts to the Family Center between 8 and 9 A.M. on that 
day.  Thank you so much for your continuing support to this 
ministry.  The clients are always so grateful for your 
generosity.  Peg Janes (302) 656-3635. 

http://www.wwme.org/


 

Respect Life   

40 Days for Life - Kickoff and Fall Campaign 
 
Saturday, Sep 24th  - 12:00pm - 3:00pm 

Church of the Holy Child,  

2500 Naamans Road 
 

Times and locations will vary at each site, but the campaign dates remain the same: Wednesday, September 28 - Sunday, 

November 6. Visit www.40daysforlife.com Volunteers are needed to stand in prayerful witness, sidewalk counsel young women 

headed in for abortions, and to fast for the changing of hearts and minds during this 40-day event. Contact team leaders in 

each county: Julie Easter - Wilmington, easter8181@gmail.com Donna Latteri - Dover, dlatteri86@gmail.com Rebecca Jones - 

Seaford, 40days4seaford@gmail.com 

 

The Respect Life Committee will host a meeting on Thursday, September 29th in the Family 
Center. All are welcome to attend! Contact Lynelle Robuck at whitedove@abbapottery.com 
if you have any questions. 

 

 

Each October the Church in the United States celebrates Respect Life Month, and the first 
Sunday of October is observed as Respect Life Sunday. As Catholics, we are called to 
cherish, defend, and protect those who are most vulnerable, from the beginning of life to its 
end, and at every point in between. During the month of October, the Church asks us to 
reflect more deeply on the dignity of every human life. 
 
Throughout October, the Pro-Life Committee at St. Joseph on the Brandywine will be 
collecting gift items to support unwed mothers through Birthright of Delaware in an 
effort to show affirmation and support to unwed mothers. Everyone is invited to 
contribute. 
 
Let’s fill the Basket for Babies with gifts to welcome a precious new child into the world.  
A beautiful basket can be found at the entrance of the church during the month of 
October. 
 
A limited number of bottles for babies will be collected through the Religious Education Program. In addition, you will see an 
envelope labeled Respect Life in your monthly envelope packets for this purpose the weekend of October 2nd.  
 
For further information, please contact Lynelle Robuck whitedove@abbapottery.com or Annie Jordan 
annierjordan@gmail.com 
 
 

For all who are forgotten or cast off, especially the unborn, the poor, the sick, and the aged:  
may they be treated according to the dignity with which God creates them; We pray to the Lord. 
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Fall Happenings  

 
 
The Blessing of Animals  
Sunday, October 2nd  
Immediately following the 10 a.m. Mass  

The blessing of animals is often celebrated close to October 4, which is the feast of St. Francis of Assisi. Francis loved all of 

creation and viewed all of creation as a gift from God to be appreciated and cared for. In the Scriptures, the act of blessing means 

'the imparting of power or life.' The person performing the blessing is mediating that power from God or Christ to the person 

performing or the animal involved. To bless is more than an expression of goodwill and caring. To bless is to impart God's power 

in person! So, we gather as community to ask for God's blessings for the animals that are part of our lives. We also ask God for the 

blessing of those who care for the animals. May we always appreciate all of creation and never take for granted the beauty of 

God's gift.  

 

Blue Mass to honor  
first responders 
Attention active and retired law enforcement, fire, EMT, and military personnel and their families. Bishop Koenig invites you 

to the 2022 Diocese of Wilmington “Blue Mass,” on Friday, October 7 at 11:00 a.m. at Saint Elizabeth Church, 809 South 

Broom Street. The “Blue Mass” honors the local, county, state, and federal law enforcement, fire, emergency medical, and 

military personnel who live and work in Delaware and on Maryland’s Eastern Shore. Those currently serving, the retired, and 

their families are invited to attend. Thank you for your service. 

 
Faith Formation Lecture Series 
"From Age to Age You Gather a People to Yourself" 
November 6th & 13th Family Center   11:15  
Fr. Michael Connolly’s lecture series will focus on the evolution of Eucharistic theology and praxis from 750 a.d. through to 

the Council of Trent 1545-1563. With these familiar words we come to understand better how the Christian 

community expressed its deep belief in the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the Holy Eucharist over the centuries. 

In these two presentations, we will explore how the Christian community from the Middle Ages [750 a.d. -1300 a.d. 

Session 1] through to the Council of Trent [1545-1563 Session 2) contributed to the development of Eucharistic 

expression we have inherited and developed. You are welcome to attend both sessions or one. All are welcome!  
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God Bless and thank you! 
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