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Parish Office   
 
10 Old Church Road, Wilmington, DE 19807 
Office (302) 658-7017 Fax (302) 428-0639 
www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Msgr. John P. Hopkins, Pastor: Ext. 2 
jphopkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Deacon Michael Stankewicz 
deacon@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Deacon Dr. Austin A. Lobo  
Alobo@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
 
Parish & Pastoral Secretary: Francine A. Harkins 
Ext. 1    fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Bulletin Editor: fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Business & Cemetery Manager: Melissa Morri  Ext. 
5  mmorri@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Cemetery Sales:  Volunteer Sales Consultants   Ext. 7  
cemeteries@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Facilities Manager: Patrick Garrett   Ext. 6 
pgarrett@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Coordinator, Religious Education: Jessie M. Curtin 
Ext. 4    jcurtin@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  

 
Director of Liturgy & Music 
Michael Marinelli 
mmarinelli@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Director of Adult & Youth Choirs 
Mary Ellen Schauber  
meschauber@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Eucharistic Minister Coordinator  
Barbara Loeslein   loesleinbarbara@gmail.com  
Finance Council Executive Officer 
Eugene Julian   eugene.julian@comcast.net 
Lector Coordinator 
Loretta S. Carlson   lscarlson@mac.com 
Parish Council Executive Officer 
Mary Beth Russell    merussell78@comcast.net 
Respect Life  
Lynelle Robuck   whitedove@abbapottery.com 
 

  

Schedule of Liturgies 
 
Confession 
Saturday    4:00 p.m. or by appointment 
 
Mass 
Saturday    5:00 p.m.  
First Sat.    8:00 a.m. 
Sunday    7:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 
Weekday 
M-W    7:00 a.m. 
T-Th  12:05 p.m. 
 
Friday   No Mass  
 
HOLY DAY EUCHARIST: As announced 
SICK CALLS: anytime 
BAPTISMS: By appointment with at least one 
preparation session for new parents. 
 
WEDDINGS: Engaged couples wishing to marry in 
the church should contact a Parish Priest at least one 
year prior to the planned wedding date to begin the 
marriage preparation process. The year-long process 
includes diocesan pre-marriage classes and meetings 
with clergy.  
 

 Membership in the Knights of Columbus is 
open to all men 18 years of age or older who are 
practicing Catholics. Council #15436 meets in 
the Family Center bi-monthly at 6:00 PM for one 
hour. Male Parishioners interested in becoming a 
Knight may attend any meeting or request further 
information via http:bit.ly/Council15436.  
For upcoming meeting dates, please contact either 
John Strusowski, 302-753-2928, Johnstru@comcast.net  
or Paul Thorson, 302-229-5644, LTCThorson@gmail.com. 
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Pastor’s Column  
ETERNAL LIFE 

 
What happens after we die? Most religions and philosophies 
provide some notion of this, but we are confounded by the 
mystery of it all. Today’s readings give us a glimpse through 
the faith of martyrs and in the words of Jesus. In the Old 
Testament reading, the Maccabee brothers assert with total 
confidence that the God who gave them life would also raise 
them to eternal life. This was not universally accepted in 
ancient Israel. The Sadducees, who denied any resurrection 
of the dead, try to trap Jesus with a hypothetical riddle. 
Jesus, known for turning such things around, dismisses their 
unbelief, noting that even Moses knew that all are alive in 
God. Saint Paul tells the Thessalonians that we live in 
everlasting encouragement and hope, and Psalm 17 echoes 
this with words of faith that we will see God’s face, waking in 
God’s loving presence. 

Come Right In  
If you are new to our parish, we welcome you to our faith 
community! May you find St. Joseph on the Brandywine a 
place of peace and friendship, its people gracious and kind.  
Register https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/parish-
registration. 

 
Second Collection – November 5th & 6th 
The second collection will be for the 
Archdiocese for the Military Services, 
USA (AMS).  https://www.milarch.org 
for more information.  

 
 

"From Age to Age You Gather a People to Yourself" 
November 6th & 13th Family Center   11:15  
Fr. Michael Connolly’s adult formation lecture series will 
focus on the evolution of Eucharistic theology and praxis 
from 750 a.d. through to the Council of Trent 1545-1563. 
With these familiar words we come to understand 
better how the Christian community expressed its 
deep belief in the Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the 
Holy Eucharist over the centuries. In these two 
presentations, we will explore how the Christian 
community from the Middle Ages [750 a.d. -1300 a.d. 
Session 1] through to the Council of Trent [1545-1563 
Session 2) contributed to the development of 
Eucharistic expression we have inherited and 
developed. You are welcome to attend both sessions or 
one. All are welcome!  

 
 

As the holidays approach us,  
please be mindful of those in and around 
 the community that may need assistance. 

Remember to check in on your elderly neighbors! 
 
 

 

Prayer of the Week  
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Almighty and merciful God, 
graciously keep from us all adversity, 

so that, unhindered in mind and body alike, 
we may pursue in freedom of heart 

the things that are yours. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 
 

Reflection question: 
How does adversity hinder me from pursuing the things of 

God? 
 

National Vocation Awareness Week  
November 6th – 12th 

This is an annual week-long celebration of the Catholic 
Church in the United States dedicated to promoting 
vocations to the priesthood, diaconate and consecrated life 
through prayer and education, and to renew our prayers and 
support for those who are considering one of these particular 
vocations.  

 
God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women to 
serve in your Son’s Kingdom as priests, deacons, and 
consecrated persons. Send your Holy Spirit to help others to 
respond generously and courageously to your call. May our 
community of faith support vocations of sacrificial love in 
our youth and young adults. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, forever and ever. Come & Seek - Email: 
vocations@cdow.org 
Ecumenical Thanksgiving Prayer Service 
A service of ecumenical thanksgiving with our neighbors of 
all faiths! On Tuesday, November 22, at 7 PM, Saint Joseph 
on the Brandywine Parish will host an Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving Prayer Service in church. Ministers, members, 
and choir members of area churches will join Msgr. 
Hopkins, our parishioners, and choir in this service of prayer 
and music. The service will be approximately one hour and 
will be followed by fellowship and refreshments in the Parish 
Hall. Although we will also celebrate Mass on Thanksgiving 
Day at 9 a.m., the Prayer Service offers us an opportunity to 
pray with our neighbors of different faiths and to enjoy the 
rich choral traditions of our churches.  

 
   Special Food Drive to 

Benefit Saint Patrick’s Center 
Weekend of November 12 – 13th  

We encourage you to join other 
community members to bring light 

and hope to the people served by Saint Patrick's Center.  
Flyers are in church and on our website.  
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Religious Education 
Dear Religious Education families,  
Now that we are on the other side of Halloween, the holiday 
season looks much closer! Sacrament preparation for First 
Penance begins in December. If you or someone you know in 
the parish has a second-grader who attends a Catholic 
school, now is the time to get them registered for First 
Penance and First Holy Communion. Call the office at 
302-658-7017 ext 4 or email 
jcurtin@stjosephonthebrandywine.org. 
I am looking for an assistant catechist to help with the 
Confirmation classes this year. Classes are 1-2 Sundays a 
month from 11am-noon. If you are available and would like 
to help, kindly get in touch.     In his service, Jessie  
  Visiting the Gravesite 
During the month of November, many people visit the 
cemetery.  Our cemetery is a place of remembrance, a place 
to mourn those we loved and a place to celebrate the lives of 
those who have passed on.  When visiting the cemetery, be 
sure that you are aware of your surroundings. Always hide any 
valuables out of sight and be sure to lock your car and take 
your keys. If you have any questions about purchasing a lot 
or columbarium, please call (302) 658.7017 press 7 for our 
volunteer Sales Consultants.  
 

Stockings for Soldiers - Knights of Columbus  
The St. Joseph on the Brandywine Knights of Columbus will 
be sponsoring the Stockings for Soldiers Look for red plastic 
bins in the church vestibule to place your donations. Flyers 
are in church. For more information, contact Paul Thorson, 
(302) 229.5644, or paul.thorson@gmail.com or visit 
https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/news. 
 

We enjoy the greatest freedom of any 
people on earth because of our 
veterans’ service. Please take a 
moment to say a prayer for them now 
and on Veterans’ Day (Nov. 11th).  
Many of them rest in our cemeteries. 

 
Today We Raise Our Flags 
We Remember You Offered 
 Your Life to our Land  

 
We allow markers for veterans based on current VA 
eligibility/guidelines. Your Funeral Director can facilitate the 
application process for you or you may visit 
https://www.va.gov/burials-memorials/memorial-
items/headstones-markersmedallions. • Who is eligible? • To 
be eligible you must be a veteran discharged or separated 
from active duty under conditions other than dishonorable, 
and have completed the required period of service. U.S. 
Armed Forces members who die on active duty are also 
eligible, as are spouses and dependent children of eligible 
living and deceased veterans, and of current and deceased  
armed forces members. Contact the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs at (800) 827-1000 for more information. 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, Nov. 5 
    5:00 p.m. Novena  
Sunday, Nov. 6  

  7:30 a.m. Novena  
10:00 a.m.  Novena   

Monday, Nov. 7  
    7:00 a.m. Novena      
 Tuesday, Nov. 8 
  12:05 p.m.   Cynthia Denhan by Bill Grubb   
Wednesday, Nov. 9 
   7:00 a.m.  Richard Lee Jacobsen by the Ianni family   
Thursday, Nov. 10  
  12:05 p.m.   Brian Pierse by Anthony & Kathy Poppiti    
Friday, Nov. 11  No Mass        
Saturday, Nov. 12 
   5:00 p.m. Dr. Bill Moncevicz by Dr. Bill Moncevicz 
    

Voices of Christmas 
One Prayer, Many Voices  

Reflecting International Carols & Customs  
St. Joseph on the Brandywine Christmas 

Concert, presented by our Adult & Youth Choirs, is 
scheduled for Sunday, December 11 at 2 p.m.  The concert 
will highlight international carols and customs. All are 
welcome to attend this special event!    

 

Advent Angel Tree  

The Advent Angel Tree is an opportunity to 
bring the love of Christ to our neighbors in 
need during the Christmas season. This 
program has been remarkably successful in 
the past due to the generosity of St. Joseph on 
the Brandywine parishioners. 

We work closely with the St. Vincent DePaul Society of St. 
Catherine of Siena, Corpus Christi and Martha’s House to 
help many families. We will be collecting gift cards and 
checks. The most needed gift cards are Walmart, ShopRite, 
Aldi, Walgreens, Wawa, and Dollar Tree. 

You may also make donations 
athttps://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/adventangel. 
Money raised will be used for rental and electric assistance 
for our families in need. In addition, you may also continue 
to make checks payable to St. Joseph on the Brandywine 
with ADVENT ANGEL in the memo line.  

All donations are due by December 11th, and may be placed 
in the Mass collection baskets, mailed, or placed in the 
locked drop box at the rectory anytime. Please place all 
donations and or gift cards in an envelope clearly labeled 
ADVENT ANGEL. Feel free to take a red envelope located 
in church.  Questions: call or text Jeni Bufano (302) 893-
0614. 
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November is National Hospice and Palliative Care Month 
 

In 2020, the Vatican’s Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith released the letter Samaritanus bonus, “on the care of 
persons in the critical and terminal phases of life.” The letter reaffirms the Church’s teaching on care for those who are 
critically ill or dying and offers additional pastoral guidance for increasingly complex situations at the end of life. The 
following offers a brief overview of key points from this important document with a specific focus on what it says about 
palliative care and hospice. For more information, please visit https://www.usccb.org/resources/samaritanus-bonus 

The Rite of Anointing tells us there is no need to wait until a person is at the point of death to receive the Sacrament. A careful 
judgment about the serious nature of the illness is sufficient. When the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick is given, the hoped-
for effect is that, if it be God's will, the person be physically healed of illness. But even if there is no physical healing, the 
primary effect of the Sacrament is a spiritual healing by which the sick person receives the Holy Spirit's gift of peace and 
courage to deal with the difficulties that accompany serious illness or the frailty of old age. 

If you or someone you know would like to receive the Sacrament of Anointing, please call the office at 658.7017 to let us know. 
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/sacraments-and-sacramentals/anointing-of-the-sick 
the United States Catholic Catechism for Adults 

As a courtesy, we provide CareNotes at the entrance of church. These booklets are provided to offer words of comfort and support 
to those who need it. 

  

 

 

 

 

The Catholic community in Delaware and Maryland’s Eastern Shore – our diocese – and the 
Church as a whole, work hard to protect our precious children. We must all remain vigilant 
until child sexual abuse is no longer a part of society. What has the Diocese of Wilmington 
and the Catholic Church in the United States done to respond to sexual abuse by church 
personnel and protect our children? Here in the Diocese of Wilmington, over 21,000 
volunteers, coaches, priests, deacons, youth leaders, teachers and candidates for ordination 
have had their backgrounds checked and have taken the For the Sake of God’s Children safe 
environment training. 

An Independent audit has shown that the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young 
People is being followed in Delaware and Maryland’s Eastern Shore. 

 

Experience More @ the Shrine  
November 10th   Attendees will travel by coach bus to two shrines in Philadelphia; the Shrine of the Miraculous Medal and 
the Shrine of St. John Neumann, followed by Mass celebrated by Father Richard Jasper. If interested email Madeline at 
Momeline9@aol.com or call or text Monica at 302- 563-5637 for full details. 

 
Each day, try to notice one act 
of helpfulness or kindness that 
a loved one does.  Don’t take 

anyone for granted.  
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