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Parish Office   
 
10 Old Church Road, Wilmington, DE 19807 
Office (302) 658-7017 Fax (302) 428-0639 
www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Msgr. John P. Hopkins, Pastor: Ext. 2 
jphopkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Deacon Michael Stankewicz 
deacon@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Deacon Dr. Austin A. Lobo  
Alobo@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
 
Parish & Pastoral Secretary: Francine A. Harkins 
Ext. 1    fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Bulletin Editor: fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Business & Cemetery Manager: Melissa Morri  Ext. 
5  mmorri@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Cemetery Sales:  Volunteer Sales Consultants   Ext. 7  
cemeteries@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Facilities Manager: Patrick Garrett   Ext. 6 
pgarrett@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Coordinator, Religious Education: Jessie M. Curtin 
Ext. 4    jcurtin@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  

 
Director of Liturgy & Music 
Michael Marinelli 
mmarinelli@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Director of Adult & Youth Choirs 
Mary Ellen Schauber  
meschauber@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Eucharistic Minister Coordinator  
Barbara Loeslein   loesleinbarbara@gmail.com  
Finance Council Executive Officer 
Eugene Julian   eugene.julian@comcast.net 
Lector Coordinator 
Loretta S. Carlson   lscarlson@mac.com 
Parish Council Executive Officer 

  Mary Beth Russell    merussell78@comcast.net 
Respect Life  
Lynelle Robuck   whitedove@abbapottery.com 
 

  

Schedule of Liturgies 
 
Confession 
Saturday    4:00 p.m. or by appointment 
 
Mass 
Saturday    5:00 p.m.  
First Sat.    8:00 a.m. 
Sunday    7:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 
Weekday 
M-W    7:00 a.m. 
T-Th  12:05 p.m. 
 
Friday   No Mass  
 
HOLY DAY EUCHARIST: As announced 
SICK CALLS: anytime 
BAPTISMS: By appointment with at least one 
preparation session for new parents. 
 
WEDDINGS: Engaged couples wishing to marry in 
the church should contact a Parish Priest at least one 
year prior to the planned wedding date to begin the 
marriage preparation process. The year-long process 
includes diocesan pre-marriage classes and meetings 
with clergy.  
 

 Membership in the Knights of Columbus is 
open to all men 18 years of age or older who are 
practicing Catholics. Council #15436 meets in 
the Family Center bi-monthly at 6:00 PM for one 
hour. Male Parishioners interested in becoming a 
Knight may attend any meeting or request further 
information via http:bit.ly/Council15436.  
For upcoming meeting dates, please contact either 
John Strusowski, 302-753-2928, Johnstru@comcast.net  
or Paul Thorson, 302-229-5644, LTCThorson@gmail.com. 
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Pastor’s Column  
THE TRUE KINGSHIP OF JESUS CHRIST 

 
What kind of King is Jesus? How do you envision him? 
Remembering that they were promised a king from the 
line of David, the Israelites hoped for a Messiah who 
would set their political problems aright and bring 
about a worldly kingdom of Judaic power. Even Psalm 
122 seems to describe this type of ruler. Luke’s Gospel 
today shreds that image after the whip of the Roman 
soldiers tore at Jesus’ flesh. Still, the Romans flaunted 
the traditional notion with their ironic inscription 
above King Jesus’ crown of thorns. Soldiers and 
ordinary people jeered the royal title at him. Yet the 
throne of Jesus was the cross of Christ, from which he 
dispensed kingly mercy and justice toward the humble 
criminal who shared his execution. Writing to the 
Colossians, Saint Paul describes the truth about Jesus 
and his kingship, using words like fullness, peace, and 
forgiveness. So let us go rejoicing! 
 

St. Joseph on the Brandywine Cemetery  
 Christmas Decoration Program 

We are now offering an online 
Christmas Decoration 
Program featuring fresh 
evergreen blankets or 
decorative cemetery logs for 
cemetery sites, and artificial 
niche vase arrangements for 
Columbarium Mausoleum. 
 
We even do the decorating for 
you! It’s easy to take 
advantage of this convenient 

way to remember your loved ones. 
 
Christmas Decorations are available for order until 
Thursday, December 1 
Decorations will be placed beginning December 1. 

 
To get started visit: 

https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/cemetery-
christmas. 
As reminder, Christmas Clean up  

begins January 16,  
pending ground conditions. 

 
Please remove any holiday decorations  

you wish to keep by January 15. 
 

Thank you for helping to keep our 
cemeteries beautiful and safe for all. 

Prayer of the Week  
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 
Last Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Almighty ever-living God, 
whose will is to restore all things 

in your beloved Son, the King of the universe, 
grant, we pray, 

that the whole creation, set free from slavery, 
may render your majesty service 

and ceaselessly proclaim your praise. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 
 
Reflection question: 
In what ways can I proclaim God’s praise in the coming 
week? 

 

Ecumenical Thanksgiving Prayer Service 
A service of ecumenical thanksgiving with our neighbors of 
all faiths! On Tuesday, November 22, at 7 PM, Saint Joseph 
on the Brandywine Parish will host an Ecumenical 
Thanksgiving Prayer Service in church. Ministers, members, 
and choir members of area churches will join Msgr. 
Hopkins, our parishioners, and choir in this service of prayer 
and music. The service will be approximately one hour and 
will be followed by fellowship and refreshments in the Parish 
Hall. Although we will also celebrate Mass on Thanksgiving 
Day at 9 a.m., the Prayer Service offers us an opportunity to 
pray with our neighbors of different faiths and to enjoy the 
rich choral traditions of our churches.  
 

Cemetery Clean Up 
The Cemetery clears all decorations five times a year - within 
a reasonable time after these five days - Christmas, Easter 
Sunday, Mother's Day, Memorial Day, and Father's Day. In 
addition, the removal of veterans' flags will begin after Flag 
Day, June 14th. Families are responsible and encouraged to 
remove items they wish to keep in advance of any clean up.  
 
Cemetery Management reserves the right to change and alter 
rules whenever it deems necessary and is not responsible for 
items removed, lost, or stolen. 
 
We are currently conducting a fall clean-up of our 
cemeteries. We are removing any glass vases that may be 
found in our cemeteries. As a reminder, please do not place 
any flowers and/or containers on the ground outside the 
columbarium area.  
 
Flowers are permitted in a vase only on the Columbarium. If 
you need to purchase a vase for the columbarium, please 
contact Melissa Morri at 
mmorri@stjosephonthebrandywine.org or call 658.7017, 
press 5. For a copy of rules and regulations, please visit  
https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/documents/2021/
12/cemetery_rules_regulations.pdf 
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Religious Education 
Dear Religious Education families,  
This weekend is the last before our Thanksgiving break. 
There are no classes next Sunday, November 27. Sacrament 
preparation for First Penance begins in December. If you or 
someone you know in the parish has a second-grader who 
attends a Catholic school, now is the time to get them 
registered for First Penance and First Holy Communion. 
Call the office at 302-658-7017 ext 4 or email 
jcurtin@stjosephonthebrandywine.org. In his service, Jessie  
  
The SJoB Knights of Columbus are having a Recruitment 
Blitz after all Masses today.   All Catholic males over the age 
of 18 are welcome and encouraged to join our organization.  
Meetings are held bi-monthly for just one hour and 
interested males can attend a meeting without any further 
commitment.  There are no meetings held during the 
summer.  For more details please see the Knights flyer at the 
front of church or contact either John Strusowski or Paul 
Thorson whose contact info. is found on the Parish Bulletin 
cover.   Visit 
https://www.facebook.com/knightsofcolumbusstjosephonthe
brandywine15436/ 
 
Food Pantry Collection – Nov 26th – 27th  
You are invited to donate items the last Sunday of the 
month.  Suggested items are whole grain breakfast cereals,  
oatmeal,  pancake mix (add water only),  coffee & tea bags, 
canned low fat evaporated milk,  power bars, nuts, dried 
fruits, canned fruit in juice, natural applesauce, canned low 
salt vegetables, canned tuna, salmon, or chicken, canned 
soups, stew, or chili, rice & canned beans, pasta & tomato 
sauce, peanut butter & jelly, all-purpose flour, olive or 
canola oil, shampoo & bar soaps, toothpaste & toilet paper. 
 
The first step in getting your child involved in CYM Sports is 
to complete CYM Athletics Registration at 
http://www.cdowcym.org/athletics/. Once registration is 
complete, including medical information, the Diocesan CYM 
staff will assign your child a Primary Affiliation based on 
three factors: 1) Where your family is registered as 
parishioners; 2) Where your child attends school or religious 
education classes; or 3) What parish or school you reside 
within the boundaries of.  Please note: You DO NOT need to 
be Catholic, attend a Catholic school, or be registered at a 
Catholic parish for your child to play CYM sports.    
 

A Keepsake Indeed  -  Edelweiss Grave 
Bless us Lord, Bless our Food 
Come O Lord and be with us. 

Make our talk glow with peace. 
Come with love to surround us 

Friendship & Peace 
May they bloom and grow 
Bloom and grow forever 

Bless us Lord, Bless our Food 
Bless us now and forever. 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, Nov. 19 
    5:00 p.m. Parishioners  
Sunday, Nov. 20  

  7:30 a.m. Pietro Georgi by Ron Marcozzi   
10:00 a.m.  John P. Daley by Anne Wattman     

Monday, Nov. 21  
    7:00 a.m. Dolores F. Nagowski by Charles Wahl   
 Tuesday, Nov. 22 
  12:05 p.m.   Michael Patrick Kelly by Bernard Brady    
Wednesday, Nov. 23 
   7:00 a.m.  Denis McCormick by Deacon Michael & 

Teri Stankewicz  
Thursday, Nov. 24  
   9:00 a.m.    Ruben Teixido by family  
Friday, Nov. 25  No Mass        
Saturday, Nov. 26 
   5:00 p.m. Ann Eckrich by Frances  
  Kelleher  

Mass on Thanksgiving Day is at 9 a.m.  
Our offices are closed  

Thursday & Friday 24th & 25th  
for Thanksgiving Holiday 

 
Advent Angel Tree  

The Advent Angel Tree is an opportunity to 
bring the love of Christ to our neighbors in 
need during the Christmas season. This 
program has been remarkably successful in 
the past due to the generosity of St. Joseph on 
the Brandywine parishioners. 

We work closely with the St. Vincent DePaul Society of St. 
Catherine of Siena, Corpus Christi, and Martha’s House to 
help many families. We will be collecting gift cards and 
checks. The most needed gift cards are Walmart, ShopRite, 
Aldi, Walgreens, Wawa, and Dollar Tree. 

You may also make donations 
athttps://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/adventangel. 
Money raised will be used for rental and electric assistance 
for our families in need. In addition, you may also continue 
to make checks payable to St. Joseph on the Brandywine 
with ADVENT ANGEL in the memo line.  

All donations are due by December 11th, and may be placed 
in the Mass collection baskets, mailed, or placed in the 
locked drop box at the rectory anytime. Please place all 
donations and or gift cards in an envelope clearly labeled 
ADVENT ANGEL. Feel free to take a red envelope located 
in church.  
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On Saturday November 26 at 11 a.m. Mealey Funeral Homes & Crematory will hold their 25th Annual 
Holiday Memorial Service to honor any individual who passed away during the last year. The program will 
include a discussion on how to manage grief during the holidays, a candle lighting ceremony, prayers, 
musical selections, and a time for fellowship and refreshments at Mealey Funeral Homes & Crematory on 
Limestone Road. Please call Mealey Funeral Homes office at (302) 652-5913. 



 


