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Parish Office   
 
10 Old Church Road, Wilmington, DE 19807 
Office (302) 658-7017 Fax (302) 428-0639 
www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Msgr. John P. Hopkins, Pastor: Ext. 2 
jphopkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Deacon Michael Stankewicz 
deacon@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Deacon Dr. Austin A. Lobo  
Alobo@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
 
Parish & Pastoral Secretary: Francine A. Harkins 
Ext. 1    fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Bulletin Editor: fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Business & Cemetery Manager: Melissa Morri  Ext. 
5  mmorri@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Cemetery Sales:  Volunteer Sales Consultants   Ext. 7  
cemeteries@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Facilities Manager: Patrick Garrett   Ext. 6 
pgarrett@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Coordinator, Religious Education: Jessie M. Curtin 
Ext. 4    jcurtin@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  

 
Director of Liturgy & Music 
Michael Marinelli 
mmarinelli@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Director of Adult & Youth Choirs 
Mary Ellen Schauber  
meschauber@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Eucharistic Minister Coordinator  
Barbara Loeslein   loesleinbarbara@gmail.com  
Finance Council Executive Officer 
Eugene Julian   eugene.julian@comcast.net 
Lector Coordinator 
Loretta S. Carlson   lscarlson@mac.com 
Parish Council Executive Officer 

  Mary Beth Russell    merussell78@comcast.net 
Respect Life  
Lynelle Robuck   whitedove@abbapottery.com 
 

  

Schedule of Liturgies 
 
Confession 
Saturday    4:00 p.m. or by appointment 
 
Mass 
Saturday    5:00 p.m.  
First Sat.    8:00 a.m. 
Sunday    7:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 
Weekday 
M-W    7:00 a.m. 
T-Th  12:05 p.m. 
 
Friday   No Mass  
 
HOLY DAY EUCHARIST: As announced 
SICK CALLS: anytime 
BAPTISMS: By appointment with at least one 
preparation session for new parents. 
 
WEDDINGS: Engaged couples wishing to marry in 
the church should contact a Parish Priest at least one 
year prior to the planned wedding date to begin the 
marriage preparation process. The year-long process 
includes diocesan pre-marriage classes and meetings 
with clergy.  
 

 Membership in the Knights of Columbus is 
open to all men 18 years of age or older who are 
practicing Catholics. Council #15436 meets in 
the Family Center bi-monthly at 6:00 PM for one 
hour. Male Parishioners interested in becoming a 
Knight may attend any meeting or request further 
information via http:bit.ly/Council15436.  
For upcoming meeting dates, please contact either 
John Strusowski, 302-753-2928, Johnstru@comcast.net  
or Paul Thorson, 302-229-5644, LTCThorson@gmail.com. 
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Pastor’s Column  
PEOPLE OF THE LIGHT 

 
We are called to reflect the light of God’s love through 
the ways in which we live our lives. Imagine the impact 
if each of us took this call to heart, every day, at home, 
work, or school, in our parish, in the world. “All 
nations shall stream toward it,” toward the love that 
only comes from God. Yet, we must admit that much of 
the time we fail to be beacons of God’s light. We fall 
asleep, complacent, preferring to go the easy route, 
which often leads to darkness rather than the radiance 
of Christ’s light. As we begin the season of Advent, 
Saint Paul admonishes us to throw off the works of 
darkness, to awaken to the call of light and love. In 
today’s Gospel, Jesus too tells us to stay awake, to be 
prepared to greet the Lord of light as people of the 
light. 
 

St. Joseph on the Brandywine Cemetery  
 Christmas Decoration Program 

We are now offering an online 
Christmas Decoration 
Program featuring fresh 
evergreen blankets or 
decorative cemetery logs for 
cemetery sites, and artificial 
niche vase arrangements for 
Columbarium Mausoleum. 
 
We even do the decorating for 
you! It’s easy to take 
advantage of this convenient 

way to remember your loved ones. 
 
Christmas Decorations are available for order until 
Thursday, December 1 
Decorations will be placed beginning December 1. 

 
To get started visit: 

https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/cemetery-
christmas. 
As reminder, Christmas Clean up  

begins January 16,  
pending ground conditions. 

 
Please remove any holiday decorations  

you wish to keep by January 15. 
 

Thank you for helping to keep our 
cemeteries beautiful and safe for all. 

 
 

Prayer of the Week  
 

Advent Prayer 
 

Come, Lord Jesus. 
O God, you are great indeed. 

Look upon us and reveal your glory, 
promised to Abraham and sent to us 

through David and his lineage. 
 

Send us the warmth of your love, the light of your 
Word, 

the vision of your wisdom, and the comfort of your 
people. 

Open our hearts in welcome and grant us your 
salvation. 

Fill our minds with watchful hope 
and let us see your kindness. 

 
Give us new life, the promise and joy of salvation. 

May the glory of your Son dwell in our land forever. 
We pray: Come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

 
TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — All the peoples shall stream toward the 
LORD’S house (Isaiah 2:1-5). 
Psalm — We will rejoice as we go up to the Lord’s house 
(Psalm 122). 
Second Reading — It is the hour to cast off the dark and 
clothe ourselves in the light (Romans 13:11-14). 
Gospel — Stay awake! Be prepared! The Son of Man will 
come when you least expect (Matthew 24:37-44). 

 

Cemetery Clean Up 
The Cemetery clears all decorations five times a year - within 
a reasonable time after these five days - Christmas, Easter 
Sunday, Mother's Day, Memorial Day, and Father's Day. In 
addition, the removal of veterans' flags will begin after Flag 
Day, June 14th. Families are responsible and encouraged to 
remove items they wish to keep in advance of any clean up.  
 
Cemetery Management reserves the right to change and alter 
rules whenever it deems necessary and is not responsible for 
items removed, lost, or stolen. 
 
We are currently conducting a fall clean-up of our 
cemeteries. We are removing any glass vases that may be 
found in our cemeteries. As a reminder, please do not place 
any flowers and/or containers on the ground outside the 
columbarium area.  
 
Flowers are permitted in a vase only on the Columbarium. If 
you need to purchase a vase for the columbarium, please 
contact Melissa Morri at 
mmorri@stjosephonthebrandywine.org or call 658.7017, 
press 5. For a copy of rules and regulations, please visit  
https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/documents/2021/
12/cemetery_rules_regulations.pdf 
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Religious Education 
Dear Religious Education families,  
There are no classes this weekend. I hope that you had a 
wonderful Thanksgiving with family and friends.  
   
Sacrament preparation for First Penance begins next Sunday. If 
you or someone you know in the parish has a second-grader who 
attends a Catholic school, this is the last call to register for First 
Penance and First Holy Communion. Call the office at 302-658-
7017 ext 4 or email jcurtin@stjosephonthebrandywine.org.  
   
In his service, Jessie  
Food Pantry Collection – Nov. 27th  
The St. Vincent de Paul Food Pantry provides relief and 
nourishment to all guests of the food pantry.  As a result, we 
as a community are also fed.  You are invited to donate items 
the last Sunday of the month.   
 
Emmanuel Dining Room Monthly Meal Donations – Friday, 
December 9:  Our next date to deliver this meal to 
Emmanuel Dining Room is Friday, December 9.  Please 
bring your cooked chicken and desserts to the Family Center 
between 8 and 9 A.M. on that day.  Thank you so much for 
your continuing support to this ministry.  The clients are 
always so grateful for your generosity.  Peg Janes (302) 656-
3635. 

Upcoming Holiday Day  
& Holiday Mass Schedule  

Immaculate Conception 

• DECEMBER 8:12:05 PM7:00 PM 

Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

• DECEMBER 24:4:00 PM6:00 PM10:00 PM The 
choir will sing carols starting at 9:30 PM and will 
sing at the 10 PM Mass. 

• DECEMBER 25:9:00 AM 

Mary, Mother of God 

• DECEMBER 31:5:00 PM 
• JANUARY 1:9:00 AM 

https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/mass-times 

Season of Giving - can I make a pledge with a stock gift to 
the church. Yes, gifts of stock not only benefit the church, 
but can have significant tax advantages to the donor.  In 
addition to receiving a tax deduction for the current value of 
the stock, a donor avoids paying capital gains on stock that 
may have increased in value over the years. 

 
 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, Nov. 26 
    5:00 p.m. Ann Eckrich by Frances Kelleher  
Sunday, Nov. 27  

  7:30 a.m. Edward Solvibile by Bill Grubb  
10:00 a.m.  Carolyn Moore by Ann Marie & Joe Finch  

Monday, Nov. 28  
    7:00 a.m. Terrance Sullivan by Nancy Dillon   
 Tuesday, Nov. 29 
  12:05 p.m.   Ann Eckrich by Barbara Logan   
Wednesday, Nov. 30 
   7:00 a.m.  Edward Dabrowski by Hope  
Thursday, Dec. 1  
  12:05 p.m.   Hillary L. Iampieri by Paul & Allison 

Svindland  
Friday, Dec. 2  No Mass        
Saturday, Dec. 3 
   5:00 p.m. James & Helen Grant & James & Diane  
  Grant requested by his family  
 

Second Collection  
Dec. 3rd & 4th  

 
The annual appeal 
for the Retirement 
Fund for 
Religious is taken 

up each December in our parishes most and helps hundreds 
of religious communities provide for the current and future 
needs of senior members. The National Religious Retirement 
Office (NRRO) coordinates the nationwide collection and 
distributes the proceeds to eligible religious communities. 
Tens of thousands of elderly Catholic sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests benefit. 

The Advent Angel Tree is an opportunity 
to bring the love of Christ to our neighbors in 
need during the Christmas season. This 
program has been remarkably successful in 
the past due to the generosity of St. Joseph 
on the Brandywine parishioners. We work 
closely with the St. Vincent DePaul Society of 
St. Catherine of Siena, Corpus Christi, and Martha’s House 
to help many families. We will be collecting gift cards and 
checks. The most needed gift cards are Walmart, ShopRite, 
Aldi, Walgreens, Wawa, and Dollar Tree. 

You may also make donations 
athttps://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/adventangel. 
Money raised will be used for rental and electric assistance 
for our families in need. In addition, you may also continue 
to make checks payable to St. Joseph on the Brandywine 
with ADVENT ANGEL in the memo line.  

All donations are due by December 11th, and may be placed 
in the Mass collection baskets, mailed, or placed in the 
locked drop box at the rectory anytime. Please place all 
donations and or gift cards in an envelope clearly labeled 
ADVENT ANGEL. Feel free to take a red envelope located 
in church.  

mailto:jcurtin@stjosephonthebrandywine.org


Beginning the Church's liturgical year, Advent (from, "ad-
venire" in Latin or "to come to") is the season encompassing 
the four Sundays (and weekdays) leading up to the celebration 
of Christmas. The Advent season is a time of preparation that 
directs our hearts and minds to Christ’s second coming at the 
end of time and to the anniversary of Our Lord’s birth on 
Christmas. From the earliest days of the Church, people have 
been fascinated by Jesus’ promise to come back. But the 
scripture readings during Advent tell us not to waste our time 
with predictions. Advent is not about speculation. Our Advent 
readings call us to be alert and ready, not weighted down and 
distracted by the cares of this world (Lk 21:34-36). Like Lent, 
the liturgical color for Advent is purple since both are seasons 
that prepare us for great feast days. Advent also includes an 
element of penance in the sense of preparing, quieting, and 
disciplining our hearts for the full joy of Christmas. As we 
prepare for Christmas, the General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal notes some differences to the Mass that should be 
observed during the season. For instance, the priest wears violet 
or purple during Advent, except for the Third Sunday of 
Advent (Gaudete Sunday) when rose may be worn (GIRM, no. 
346). Aside from what the priest wears, other aesthetic changes 
in the Church can include a more modestly decorated altar. 

The final days of Advent, from December 17 to December 24, 
we focus on our preparation for the celebrations of the Nativity 
of our Lord at Christmas. In particular, the "O" Antiphons are 
sung during this period and have been by the Church since at 
least the eighth century. They are a magnificent theology that 
uses ancient biblical imagery drawn from the messianic hopes of 
the Old Testament to proclaim the coming of Christ as the 
fulfillment not only of Old Testament hopes, but of present ones 
as well. Advent devotions including the Advent wreath, remind 
us of the meaning of the season. Our Advent calendar above can 
help you fully enter into the season with daily activity and 

prayer suggestions to prepare you spiritually for the birth of Jesus Christ.  More Advent resources are listed below. 
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-worship/liturgical-year/advent 

Save the Date: 

 
 
National Prayer Vigil for Life - The national Prayer Vigil for Life will take place on Thursday, January 19 through Friday 
January 20 at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington DC. The Vigil Program will be 
televised by EWTN and livestreamed on the Basilica’s webpage. Please check the 2023 Vigil schedule frequently for updates 
on the schedule. 
 
Save the Date: The Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass will be held on World Marriage Sunday, February 12, 2023, at 1 pm 
at Saint Margaret of Scotland Church in Newark, Delaware. The Mass coincides with National Marriage Week, February 7 
through 12. For more information, please contact the Office for Marriage and Family Life 302-295-0657 or egaus@cdow.org 

https://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/christmas/index.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/prayer-worship/liturgical-year/advent


 

 



 


