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Parish Office   
 
10 Old Church Road, Wilmington, DE 19807 
Office (302) 658-7017 Fax (302) 428-0639 
www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Msgr. John P. Hopkins, Pastor: Ext. 2 
jphopkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Deacon Michael Stankewicz 
deacon@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Deacon Dr. Austin A. Lobo  
Alobo@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
 
Parish & Pastoral Secretary: Francine A. Harkins 
Ext. 1    fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Bulletin Editor: fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Business & Cemetery Manager: Melissa Morri  Ext. 
5  mmorri@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Cemetery Sales:  Volunteer Sales Consultants   Ext. 7  
cemeteries@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Facilities Manager: Patrick Garrett   Ext. 6 
pgarrett@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Coordinator, Religious Education: Jessie M. Curtin 
Ext. 4    jcurtin@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  

 
Director of Liturgy & Music 
Michael Marinelli 
mmarinelli@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Director of Adult & Youth Choirs 
Mary Ellen Schauber  
meschauber@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Eucharistic Minister Coordinator  
Barbara Loeslein   loesleinbarbara@gmail.com  
Finance Council Executive Officer 
Eugene Julian   eugene.julian@comcast.net 
Lector Coordinator 
Loretta S. Carlson   lscarlson@mac.com 
Parish Council Executive Officer 

  Mary Beth Russell    merussell78@comcast.net 
Respect Life  
Lynelle Robuck   whitedove@abbapottery.com 
 

  

Schedule of Liturgies 
 
Confession 
Saturday    4:00 p.m. or by appointment 
 
Mass 
Saturday    5:00 p.m.  
First Sat.    8:00 a.m. 
Sunday    7:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 
Weekday 
M-W    7:00 a.m. 
T-Th  12:05 p.m. 
 
Friday   No Mass  
 
HOLY DAY EUCHARIST: As announced 
SICK CALLS: anytime 
BAPTISMS: By appointment with at least one 
preparation session for new parents. 
 
WEDDINGS: Engaged couples wishing to marry in 
the church should contact a Parish Priest at least one 
year prior to the planned wedding date to begin the 
marriage preparation process. The year-long process 
includes diocesan pre-marriage classes and meetings 
with clergy.  
 

 Membership in the Knights of Columbus is 
open to all men 18 years of age or older who are 
practicing Catholics. Council #15436 meets in 
the Family Center bi-monthly at 6:00 PM for one 
hour. Male Parishioners interested in becoming a 
Knight may attend any meeting or request further 
information via http:bit.ly/Council15436.  
For upcoming meeting dates, please contact either 
John Strusowski, 302-753-2928, Johnstru@comcast.net  
or Paul Thorson, 302-229-5644, LTCThorson@gmail.com. 
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Pastor’s Column  
GOD WANTS TO BE ONE WITH US 

 
What great lengths God will go to in loving and saving us! 
Think of the most outlandish circumstance you might 
conceive. That seems to be what the Lord is saying to Ahaz 
in today’s first reading. “A virgin shall conceive, and bear a 
son, and shall name him Emmanuel.” Not only is the idea of 
a virgin conceiving beyond comprehension in Ahaz’s time, so 
would the concept of God wanting to be with us be, as the 
name Emmanuel indicates. And yet, this is what we celebrate 
in the Incarnation—God wants so completely to be one with 
us that God came to be with us in a son born to a virgin, the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. There is more to this story than even 
these amazing and outlandish occurrences, however. God 
wants to be one with us so deeply that God partners with us 
to make God’s presence known. 
 

 
Thank to the Music Ministry and the many volunteers 

who made our Christmas Concert a beautiful event. 
Let us give thanks for our faith community during this 

Christmas Season. 
 

St. Joseph on the Brandywine Cemetery  
 Christmas Decoration Program 

We are now offering an online 
Christmas Decoration Program 
featuring fresh evergreen blankets 
or decorative cemetery logs for 
cemetery sites, and artificial niche 
vase arrangements for 
Columbarium Mausoleum. 
 
We even do the decorating for you! 
It’s easy to take advantage of this 

convenient way to remember your loved ones. 
Christmas Decorations are still available for order  
Decorations will be placed beginning December 1. 

 
To get started visit: 

https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/cemetery-
christmas. 

OUR FASCINATING FAITH 
Las Posadas (December 16–24) 

 
Of the many Latin American traditions for the celebration of 
Advent and Christmas, the tradition of Las Posadas seems to 
be the best known. It originated in the last half of the 
eighteenth century when the boisterous Misas de Aguinaldo 
were no longer celebrated in Mexico. To replace these Masses, 
the laity decided to celebrate in their own homes by taking 
what they had seen dramatized in the churches: the journey of 
the Galilean immigrants, Joseph and Mary of Nazareth, when 
they were looking for an inn (posada) in Bethlehem of Judea. 
Like the “O Antiphons” of the official liturgy, these posadas 
were celebrated on nine consecutive nights. 
 
The journey of Joseph and Mary from inn to inn sadly 
continues every day in the fearful and tired steps taken by so 
many immigrants in this country. Like the Holy Family, 
Latin American families look for hospitality with the hope of 
finding a new life for their sons and daughters. 
Unfortunately, many citizens of the United States behave like 
the people of Bethlehem, preferring to close their door in the 
face of the immigrants rather than welcoming them. Perhaps 
that is the reason that the tradition of Las Posadas has taken 
on so much importance among the Latinos in the United 
States. We know firsthand what Joseph and Mary 
experienced two thousand years ago. We must ask ourselves: 
When will the human heart change? When will we open the 
doors of our heart to our immigrant Lord? 
 
 
Keep Christ in Christmas 
To remind travelers of the true meaning of the season, 
we will display an outdoor manger. Perhaps you could 
put up a nativity scene when decorating your lawn this 
season.  Imagine what could happen if people saw 
nativity scenes all over town proclaiming the birth of 
the King – the true meaning of Christmas.  
 
Peace of Mind:  Our columbarium - it offers to those opting for 
cremation an alternative to in-ground inurnment. It could be 
considered a mini mausoleum. It contains 80 urn niches, 40 of 
which are for a single inurnment, while the other 40 are for 
companion inurnment. It is a beautiful structure of gray and deep 
red granites. Provision is made for memorialization by use of 
bronze scrolls. Small bronze vases (optional). Call 658-7017 to be 
directed to our volunteer Sales Consultants.  
 
Those who wish to honor loved ones in a novena for 
Christmas may do so by returning the novena envelopes in 
your monthly packets.  
 

Catholic University & Catholic Communication  
2nd Collection – January 14/15 

This collection will be for Catholic University and Catholic 
Communications.  Catholic University of America trains 
priests, religious and lay leaders for spiritualized church 
apostolates. Thank you! 
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Religious Education 
Dear Religious Education families,  
 
Happy fourth Sunday of Advent! Today many of our 
students will present the little Christmas Pageant they have 
been working on this month. I hope to see many of you there. 
  
There are no classes on Christmas Day or New Year’s Day. 
Everyone, including our Confirmation candidates, will 
reconvene on January 8. 
In his service, Jessie  
 

 
 

Upcoming Holiday Day  
& Holiday Mass Schedule  

• DECEMBER 24:4:00 PM6:00 PM10:00 PM The 
choir will sing carols starting at 9:30 PM and will 
sing at the 10 PM Mass. 

• DECEMBER 25:9:00 AM 

Mary, Mother of God 

• DECEMBER 31:5:00 PM 
• JANUARY 1:9:00 AM 

https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/mass-times 

Making Spirits Bright 

The Advent Angel Tree is an opportunity to bring the love 
of Christ to our neighbors in need during the Christmas 
season. This program has been remarkably successful in the 
past due to the generosity of St. Joseph on the Brandywine 
parishioners. We work closely with the St. Vincent DePaul 
Society of St. Catherine of Siena, Corpus Christi, and 
Martha’s House to help many families. We will be collecting 
gift cards and checks. The most needed gift cards are 
Walmart, ShopRite, Aldi, Walgreens, Wawa, and Dollar 

Tree. Donations can be made at 
https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/adventangel.  

Money raised will be used for rental and electric assistance 
for our families in need. In addition, you may also continue 
to make checks payable to St. Joseph on the Brandywine 
with ADVENT ANGEL in the memo line.  Donations are now 
due, and may be placed in the Mass collection baskets, 
mailed, or placed in the locked drop box at the rectory 
anytime. Please place all donations and or gift cards in an 
envelope clearly labeled ADVENT ANGEL. Feel free to take 
a red envelope located in church.  

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, Dec. 17 
    5:00 p.m. Carol Mical by Gene & Cathy Kelleher   
Sunday, Dec. 18  

  7:30 a.m. Neila, Hunter, Naomi, Christina & Beau 
Biden by family  

10:00 a.m.  JoAnn Woodward by Francine Harkins  
Monday, Dec. 19  
    7:00 a.m. Roger Cool by Pat & Catherine Ramone  
 Tuesday, Dec. 20 
  12:05 p.m.   Hipolit Moncevicz by Dr. Bill     
Wednesday, Dec. 21 
   7:00 a.m.  Mike & Rose Grieco by John & Barbara 

Pietropaulo    
Thursday, Dec. 22  
  12:05 p.m.   Mary Elizabeth Beck by Jackie & Rob 

Phillips  
Friday, Dec. 23  No Mass        
Saturday, Dec. 24 
   4:00 p.m. Novena   
   6:00 p.m. Novena  
 10:00 p.m. Novena  
 
Around Town 
 
**************************************************** 
You’re invited to a Meet & Greet with W. Bruce Ingram in 
celebration of 150th anniversary of birth of St. Therese of 
Lisieux - Monday, January 2 1 – 3 pm. St. John the Beloved. 

*************************************************** 
St. Mary Assumption will host a women’s retreat on January 
21st 9 – 3 p.m.  Register at 
http://www.smachurch.com/retreat 
 
The Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass will be held on 
World Marriage Sunday, February 12, 2023, at 1 pm at 
Saint Margaret of Scotland Church in Newark, Delaware. 
The Mass coincides with National Marriage Week, February 
7 through 12. For more information, please contact the 
Office for Marriage and Family Life 302-295-0657 or 
egaus@cdow.org 
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Bulletin Number 511567  
 

Date of bulletin:  12/18/2022 
 

Contact         Fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
(302) 658.7017 

 
 

250 copies  
 

Thank you 
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