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Parish Office   
 
10 Old Church Road, Wilmington, DE 19807 
Office (302) 658-7017 Fax (302) 428-0639 
www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Msgr. John P. Hopkins, Pastor: Ext. 2 
jphopkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Deacon Michael Stankewicz 
deacon@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Deacon Dr. Austin A. Lobo  
Alobo@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
 
Parish & Pastoral Secretary: Francine A. Harkins 
Ext. 1    fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Bulletin Editor: fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Business & Cemetery Manager: Melissa Morri  Ext. 
5  mmorri@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Cemetery Sales:  Volunteer Sales Consultants   Ext. 7  
cemeteries@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Facilities Manager: Patrick Garrett   Ext. 6 
pgarrett@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Coordinator, Religious Education: Jessie M. Curtin 
Ext. 4    jcurtin@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  

 
Director of Liturgy & Music 
Michael Marinelli 
mmarinelli@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Director of Adult & Youth Choirs 
Mary Ellen Schauber  
meschauber@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Eucharistic Minister Coordinator  
Barbara Loeslein   loesleinbarbara@gmail.com  
Finance Council Executive Officer 
Eugene Julian   eugene.julian@comcast.net 
Lector Coordinator 
Loretta S. Carlson   lscarlson@mac.com 
Parish Council Executive Officer 

  Mary Beth Russell    merussell78@comcast.net 
Respect Life  
Lynelle Robuck   whitedove@abbapottery.com 
 

  

Schedule of Liturgies 
 
Confession 
Saturday    4:00 p.m. or by appointment 
 
Mass 
Saturday    5:00 p.m.  
First Sat.    8:00 a.m. 
Sunday    7:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 
Weekday 
M-W    7:00 a.m. 
T-Th  12:05 p.m. 
 
Friday   No Mass  
 
HOLY DAY EUCHARIST: As announced 
SICK CALLS: anytime 
BAPTISMS: By appointment with at least one 
preparation session for new parents. 
 
WEDDINGS: Engaged couples wishing to marry in 
the church should contact a Parish Priest at least one 
year prior to the planned wedding date to begin the 
marriage preparation process. The year-long process 
includes diocesan pre-marriage classes and meetings 
with clergy.  
 

 Membership in the Knights of Columbus is 
open to all men 18 years of age or older who are 
practicing Catholics. Council #15436 meets in 
the Family Center bi-monthly at 6:00 PM for one 
hour. Male Parishioners interested in becoming a 
Knight may attend any meeting or request further 
information via http:bit.ly/Council15436.  
For upcoming meeting dates, please contact either 
John Strusowski, 302-753-2928, Johnstru@comcast.net  
or Paul Thorson, 302-229-5644, LTCThorson@gmail.com. 
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Pastor’s Column  
WHAT ALL THE WAITING HAS BEEN FOR 

 
Today’s readings are as familiar to most of us as the carols 
we sing and the commercials that overwhelm this holiday 
season. Often Christmas finds us tired, struggling with 
preparations and expectations. What we really want to feel is 
joy and peace. The stress of preparation, of waiting, is 
reflected in both Isaiah and Paul’s letter to Titus. Luke tells 
us of the exhaustion that Mary and Joseph felt: a young 
pregnant wife and her husband, forced to travel just as she is 
about to give birth, unable even to find a room to stay in. It 
must have been miserable. They must have been afraid. In 
the midst of this exhaustion, misery, and fear, a child is born, 
a Son is given. The world is then filled with light and hope, 
joy and peace. In that moment they, and we, know what all 
the waiting has been for. 
 
Msgr. Hopkins, Deacons Stankewicz and Lobo and the entire 
staff wish all parishioners, families and friends both with us 
at Christmas or far away Christmas blessings that can be 
given by the Christ Child.  Thank you also for your 
thoughtfulness during the Christmas Season. We pray for 
the sick and suffering, the recently deceased and their 
bereaved and for all your special intentions. 

 
Wishing you a lifetime of  
Joy, Love & Happiness 

All engaged couples must begin the marriage preparation 
process at least one year in advance of the intended wedding 
date to allow sufficient time for marriage preparation as 
directed by Diocesan policy. We allow weddings to be 
scheduled up to twelve months in advance of your intended 
wedding date.  The marrying clergy will assist you if 
fulfilling the necessary canonical and formational 
requirements and guide you through this special time. 
 

Kindness is Free 
Sprinkle that Stuff Everywhere! 

 
Always in our Prayers  

 
SACRAMENT OF ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Anyone seriously ill or facing surgery, please 
 call 658.7017 to make arrangements.  

 
OUR FASCINATING FAITH 

Christmas Time 
 
The feasts that make up Christmas Time all illuminate in 
their own way the fundamental mystery of the Incarnation 
that stands at the heart of this sacred season. Each 
celebration sheds its own distinct light on our conviction 
that, in the birth of Jesus, earth and heaven have been 
wedded together for the sake of our salvation. The feasts of 
the Holy Family, Mary the Mother of God, Epiphany, and 
the Baptism of the Lord all have their own particular 
histories. But they have been joined together in a single 
seasonal flow that invites us to trace the unfolding meanings 
of the Incarnation from myriad perspectives. As we follow 
the successive meanings of Jesus’ birth, his participation in 
family life, the meaning of Mary’s motherhood, the 
significance of the Magi’s visit, and the beginning of Jesus’ 
public ministry, we are invited to explore in deeper and 
deeper fashion the staggering truth that Jesus has shared 
completely in our human experience, has truly become one 
with us, fully human while remaining fully divine. 

One Heart 
 Called by our Baptism to a life of service in the Lord, we are 

committed, with ONE HEART, to live in charity, practice 
the works of mercy, and work for peace and justice. 

 
One Faith  

Strengthened by God’s Word and nourished by His 
Sacraments, we are committed, in ONE FAITH, to promote 

lives of learning, living, and proclaiming the Gospel message, 
as we continue to grow in the knowledge, understanding, and 
appreciation of all that embodies these awe-inspiring truths. 

 
A Warm Welcome Awaits You 

If you are new to the area and would like to join our parish 
family, you can register at the rectory by completing a 
registration form or online at  
https://stjosephonthebrandywine.org/parish/FamilyRegistrat
ionForm You may also update any changes, address, phone, 
email at the same link.  
  
We welcome you and your family and look forward to 
having you as part of our faith community.  

 
Goodbye Snowbirds 
Prior to flying south for the winter, remember you can always 
visit us on the web   wwwstjosephonthebrandywine.org. Enjoy 
the sunshine! Don’t forget to bring some back for us! 
 

Catholic University & Catholic Communication  
2nd Collection – January 14/15 

This collection will be for Catholic University and Catholic 
Communications.  Catholic University of America trains 
priests, religious and lay leaders for spiritualized church 
apostolates. Thank you! 
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Religious Education 
Dear Religious Education families,  
Happiest, merriest, most blessed Christmas to all of you. 
  
There is no class today. Take some time to focus on the 
Christ child and what this holy season means for your 
family. How can you and your children show Jesus you are 
happy He has arrived? 
 In his service, Jessie  
 
Peace of Mind:  Our columbarium - it offers to those opting for 
cremation an alternative to in-ground inurnment. It could be 
considered a mini mausoleum. It contains 80 urn niches, 40 of 
which are for a single inurnment, while the other 40 are for 
companion inurnment. It is a beautiful structure of gray and deep 
red granites. Provision is made for memorialization by use of 
bronze scrolls. Small bronze vases (optional). Call 658-7017 to be 
directed to our volunteer Sales Consultants. 
 
 

 
 

Holiday Mass Schedule  

• DECEMBER 25:9:00 AM 

Mary, Mother of God 

• DECEMBER 31:5:00 PM 
• JANUARY 1:9:00 AM 

https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/mass-times 

 
Our offices will be closed  

Friday, December 23 
Monday, December 26th 

Monday, January 2nd  
 in observance of Christmas 

and New Year’s Holiday. 

 

 

 

During this holiday season, please be mindful when you 
are here for Mass or attending any events, to please keep 
your car doors locked at all times and do not leave 
anything in the car. 

Merci 
Thank you to those who contributed to the Advent Angel 
Program this year.  Your kindness brought the love of Christ 
to our neighbors in need during the Christmas season. We 
worked closely with the St. Vincent DePaul Society of St. 
Catherine of Siena, Corpus Christi, and Martha’s House to 
help many families.  Money raised is used for rental and 
electric assistance for families in need. We are so grateful for 
those who made this holiday season special for those in need.  

Mass Intentions 
 
Saturday, Dec. 24 
   4:00 p.m. Novena   
   6:00 p.m. Novena  
 10:00 p.m. Novena  
Sunday, Dec. 25  

 9:00 a.m.  Novena   
Monday, Dec. 26  
    7:00 a.m. Novena  
 Tuesday, Dec. 27 
  12:05 p.m.   Novena      
Wednesday, Dec. 28 
   7:00 a.m.  Novena   
Thursday, Dec. 29  
  12:05 p.m.   Novena  
Friday, Dec. 30  No Mass        
Saturday, Dec. 31 
      5:00 p.m. Michael T. Lipcan by Barbara & Patrick  
  Bagley   

 
In your charity, please pray for our sick & home-bound 

parishioners, as well as those living in health/nursing facilities 
 

 
 

https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/mass-times


 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Bulletin Number 511567  
 

Date of bulletin:  12/25/2022 
 

Contact         Fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
(302) 658.7017 

 
 

250 copies  
 

Thank you 
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