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Schedule of Liturgies

Confession 
Saturday    4:00 p.m. or by appointment 

Mass 
Saturday    5:00 p.m.  
First Sat.    8:00 a.m. 
Sunday    7:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 
Weekday 
M-W    7:00 a.m. 
T-Th  12:05 p.m. 
 
Friday   No Mass  
 
HOLY DAY EUCHARIST: As announced 
SICK CALLS: anytime 
BAPTISMS: By appointment with at least one 
preparation session for new parents. 
 
WEDDINGS: Engaged couples wishing to marry in 
the church should contact a Parish Priest at least one 
year prior to the planned wedding date to begin the 
marriage preparation process. The year-long process 
includes diocesan pre-marriage classes and meetings 
with clergy.  
 

 Membership in the Knights of Columbus is 
open to all men 18 years of age or older who are 
practicing Catholics. Council #15436 meets in 
the Family Center bi-monthly at 6:00 PM for one 
hour. Male Parishioners interested in becoming a 
Knight may attend any meeting or request further 
information via http:bit.ly/Council15436.  
For upcoming meeting dates, please contact either 
John Strusowski, 302-753-2928, Johnstru@comcast.net
or Paul Thorson, 302-229-5644, LTCThorson@gmail.com. 



Pastor’s Column
ALL SHARE IN THE PROMISE

Picture a nativity scene in your mind’s eye. The scene includes
figures arriving on camels, some elaborately dressed, with 
jeweled boxes containing precious gifts. These magi arrived 
from distant lands to pay homage to the Christ Child. We 
know little about the magi, but we do know that these visitors 
were not Jews. They represent people of all nations who will 
be drawn to the Lord. “Nations shall walk by your light, and 
kings by your shining radiance.” The Good News of Jesus 
cannot be limited to one people; all share in the promise of 
God’s mercy through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Mission 
Statement

WE, the Roman Catholic 
Community of St. Joseph 
on the Brandywine, 
founded in 1841, profess 
our belief in the teachings 
of the Church founded on 
the Apostles Peter and 
Paul. We proclaim that it 

is our mission to increase God’s presence in the world by 
following Jesus and being faithful to the Gospel. Our mission 
calls us to: 

 JOIN in active, conscious participation in prayer 
and worship. 

 TEACH the way of Christ to youth and adults, 
imparting a sense of duty and purpose in life. 

 DEMONSTRATE our love for each other by 
reaching out to our neighbors. 

 WELCOME and bring together all parishioners to 
promote a spirit of Christian community. 

 PRACTICE good stewardship of the resources we 
hold in trust. 

Renew, Refresh, Rejoice Campaign 
Church Renovations – January 9th – February 20th 
The restorations/renovations that are undertaking in our 
church (January 9th- February 20th) will ensure that our 
church remains a sacred place of worship, a place where we 
celebrate the gift of the Eucharist for years to come. Our 
commitment to restore and renovate St. Joseph on the 
Brandywine Church will honor the legacy left to us from the 
original founders. This comprehensive renovation plan is 
happening because of the support from many people.  

All Masses during this time will take place in the Family 
Center. We will follow the regular mass schedule which is 
available at https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/mass-
times.  
For those of you who have sacrificed to make this campaign 
a success, we thank you again. For those of you who would 
still like to contribute, you may do so at 
https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org. Click the donate 
menu, then “Renew Refresh Rejoice Campaign.” 
May we bless our church in fellowship and prayer! 

OUR FASCINATING FAITH
Epiphany House Blessing 

 
If you wish, you can celebrate Epiphany at home with a blessing 
using the initials of the magi’s traditional names (Casper, 
Melchior, Balthasar), four crosses, and the new year’s numerals. 
Materials: a piece of chalk and a small container of holy water. 
Gather with family members, friends, and perhaps some 
neighbors at the front door. 
Leader: In the (+) name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
We sign this doorway with four crosses and the 
numerals of the new year. 
[20 + C + M + B + 23] 
Let us pray: May Christ bless this house! 
ALL: Amen! 
Each room of the house is sprinkled with holy water. 
Living room: 
Where two or three are gathered in your name, 
Lord, you are present. Bless this room, O Lord. 
ALL: Amen! 
Kitchen: 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Bless this room, O Lord. 
ALL: Amen! 
Dining room: 
Prepare us for the heavenly banquet. 
Bless this room, O Lord. 
ALL: Amen! 
Bedrooms: 
Stay with us Lord when night has come. 
Bless this room, O Lord. 
ALL: Amen! 
Bathroom: 
Cleanse us from all sin. Bless this room, O Lord. 
ALL: Amen! 
All return to the front door to pray together. 
Leader: Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father . . . 
The leader sprinkles all present with holy water. 
Bless this household through all days to come, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, forever and ever. 
ALL: Amen! 
 

December 31, 2022 — (Wilmington, Delaware) 
— The Most Reverend William E. Koenig, 
Bishop of the Catholic Diocese of Wilmington, 
issued the following statement on the 
passing of Pope Emeritus, Benedict XVI: 

“I join fellow Catholics and people of good will from 
throughout the world in mourning the passing of Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI. With prayers of gratitude for 
the gifts that God bestowed upon him that he so 
generously shared for the good of the church and the 
human family, we ask God to welcome his good and 
faithful servant into the life prepared for him from the 
foundation of the world. May eternal rest be granted to 
him and perpetual light shine upon him.” 



Religious Education
Dear Religious Education families, 
Classes reconvene this weekend for all students, including those 
preparing for First Penance and Confirmation. I look forward to 
seeing everyone there.

The focus of the Gospel Weeklies this weekend is the Epiphany, 
celebrated this past Friday, and the Baptism of the Lord, 
celebrated this Sunday. Our fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-graders will 
learn how the feast of the Epiphany is celebrated in different 
countries around the world, such as Venezuela, Syria, and Italy. 
Does your family have any holiday traditions that come from 
different countries? Ask your children what struck them as most 

interesting from this lesson. In his service, Jessie  

Catholic University & Catholic Communication  
2nd Collection – January 14/15

This collection will be for Catholic University and Catholic 
Communications. Catholic University of America trains 
priests, religious and lay leaders for spiritualized church 
apostolates. Thank you!

Emmanuel Dining Room Monthly Meal Donations  
Wednesday, January 11 
St. Joseph’s parishioners provide a noontime meal to 
Emmanuel Dining Room East once a month. Volunteers 
purchase and cook 18 to 24 chicken thighs or other chicken 
parts and/or bring various desserts. The parish provides 
green beans and stuffing for the balance of the meal. Our 
next date to deliver this meal to Emmanuel Dining Room is 
Wednesday, January 11. Please bring your cooked chicken 
and desserts to the Family Center between 8 and 9 A.M. on 
that day. Thank you so much for your continuing support to 
this ministry. The clients are always so grateful for your 
generosity. Peg Janes (302) 656-3635. 

NATIONAL MARCH FOR LIFE 

Washington, D.C. | January 20, 2023 
https://marchforlife.org

Respect Life  
Building a culture that cherishes

and protects every human life. 
The Respect Life Committee would like to thank our faith 
community for contributing to the Basket for Babies 
program. Beautiful gifts were received in support of unwed 
mothers. Your contributions help those in need through 
Birthright. Birthright offers support to women who are 
pregnant or expecting.  
 
The next Pro-Life Committee meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, January 12th @ 7 p.m. in the Family Center. All 
are welcome to attend. If you have any questions, please 
contact, Committee Chair, Lynelle Robuck at 
whitedove@abbapottery.com or kate.cogan@yahoo.com.  

The Respect Life Committee will again host a Respect Life 
Baby Shower on Sunday, March 26th. Details to follow closer 
to the event.  
 

9 Days for Life Live Novena  

Join parishioners from across the Diocese of Wilmington in 

the Live Respect Life novena, 9 days for Life, Thursday, 

January 19 – Friday, January 27 at 8 pm. Get daily 

intentions, brief reflections, and more. Visit www.cdow.org

to sign up.  

In all the Dioceses of the United States, January 23, 2023 the 

“Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children” 

shall be observed as a particular day of prayer for the full 

restoration of the legal guarantee of the right to life and of 

penance for violations to the dignity of the human person 

committed through acts of abortion. We are called to 

observe this day through the penitential practices of prayer, 

fasting and/or almsgiving. 

The old cemetery has received considerable damage from the 
recent storms. A large tree has fallen over into the rear of the 
cemetery damaging a wall and several headstones. 
There is a significant cleanup and repair effort in 
planning. Please use caution if you visit the old cemetery.  

We have been notified of temporary delays in the third-class 
mail offering envelopes being delivered to our parishioners 
due to the winter storm. This may or may not have had an 
impact on your envelopes. January packets have already 
gone out. To avoid any delivery issues in the future, our 
envelope company will be adding the first two weeks of the 
following mailing into the rear of each set as a cushion for 
any delays in the mailing process. Thank you for your 
patience. 

Bishop William E. Koenig invites all couples celebrating 
their 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th, 25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 45th, 50th 
wedding anniversary, or any anniversary beyond 50th, to the 
Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass being held on World 
Marriage Sunday, February 12th at 1 pm at Saint Margaret 
of Scotland Church in Newark, Delaware. The Mass 
coincides with National Marriage Week, February 7 through 
12. The Bishop will be available for photos with interested 
couples beginning at 12:00 noon and again after the Mass. If 
you would like to have a photo taken with Bishop Koenig, 
please arrive at 12:00 pm or plan to stay after Mass. There is 
no cost to you, however reservations are required.  
You can register by clicking on https:// 
cdow.coursestorm.com/category/family-lifeevents or by 
calling the office at 302-295-0657.  



“Sacredness of Life Retreat Weekend”
with the Little Sisters of the Poor 

A weekend for single women ages 18-35 
January 13 -15, 2023 

Speakers include Sophia Mittman, Susan Middleton, 
Sarah Lage 

Contact: Sister Janet Mary by January 3, 2023 
302-368-5886 or vocnewark@littlesistersofthepoor.org 

Mass Intentions
Saturday, Jan. 7 
   8:00 a.m.  Victims/families of Uvalde, TX in care of KOC 
  3245 by KOC 15436, St. Joseph on Brandywine  
   5:00 p.m. Edmond S. Ianni & Jean Ianni by Ed, Ann 
  Marie, Lauren, Christine, & Katherine  
Sunday, Jan. 8  

 7:30 a.m.  Patrick E. Nagle by Pat & Cathie Ramone  
10:00 a.m.   Gene Stecca by Choir of SJOB  

Monday, Jan. 9  
    7:00 a.m. Bob Abernethy by David & Fail O’Flynn   
 Tuesday, Jan. 10 
  12:05 p.m.   Thomas Meaney by Charleen & Fred Kreusch        
Wednesday, Jan. 11 

7:00 a.m.  Mark A. Truono by Dr. Dan, Pie, Sophie & 
Danny   

Thursday, Jan. 12  
  12:05 p.m.   Richard Iacono by Maria Haley  
Friday, Jan. 13  No Mass        
Saturday, Jan. 14 
    5:00 p.m. Mark Truono by Katie Keegan   

CYM welcomes Damascus Camp for a night of fellowship, fun, witness, and worship. 

For students in grades 6 through 12, plus parent and ministry leaders. 

********* 

ST. ANTHONY of PADUA St. Anthony of Padua Church is looking for all grade school age to college age boys and girls to 

participate in their Lenten presentation, Via Crucis - The Way of the Cross. Sign-ups will be on January 15th at 1:30pm by calling 

Maria Finamore at 203-545-5047 or emailing your name, age and contact information to stanthony.viacrucis@gmail.com

Looking to Travel Spain? 

Join a Spain Classics adventure with St. Margaret of Scotland parish members. Travel with us as we embark on tours of Spain 
as we take in medieval architecture, idyllic landscapes, and delectable cuisine. We explore Spain's priceless treasures of art, 
history and culture set against a backdrop of sunny Mediterranean shores and grand mountain ranges. Included are visits to 
Madrid, The Prado Museum, Toledo, Cordoba, La Mezquita, Seville, Flamenco Show, Granada, The Alhambra, Valencia, 
Paella Experience, Barcelona, and La Sagrada Familia. When? September 1, 2023 through September 12, 2023.  For more 
information, call Chris Linsner at 302-832-1488. 

 

 



TAX DONATION STATEMENTS:  If you would like to request a 2022 tax donation statement, please contact Francine Harkins at 
(302) 658.7017 to request a statement after January 20th. This will allow us time to ensure all 2022 donations have been processed. 

PRAY FOR OUR SEMINARIANS: During the new year, please take a moment to pray for the seminarians within our diocese: Deacon 
John Enemuo, James Gebhart, Brooks Jensen, Dennis Stameza, Eric Gianforcaro, James Kimmel, Harrison Frey, Patrick Klous, and 
Anthony Miranda.




