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Parish Office   
 
10 Old Church Road, Wilmington, DE 19807 
Office (302) 658-7017 Fax (302) 428-0639 
www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Msgr. John P. Hopkins, Pastor: Ext. 2 
jphopkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Deacon Michael Stankewicz 
deacon@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Deacon Dr. Austin A. Lobo  
Alobo@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
 
Parish & Pastoral Secretary: Francine A. Harkins 
Ext. 1    fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Bulletin Editor: fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Business & Cemetery Manager: Melissa Morri  Ext. 
5  mmorri@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Cemetery Sales:  Volunteer Sales Consultants   Ext. 7  
cemeteries@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Facilities Manager: Patrick Garrett   Ext. 6 
pgarrett@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Coordinator, Religious Education: Jessie M. Curtin 
Ext. 4    jcurtin@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  

 
Director of Liturgy & Music 
Michael Marinelli 
mmarinelli@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Director of Adult & Youth Choirs 
Mary Ellen Schauber  
meschauber@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Eucharistic Minister Coordinator  
Barbara Loeslein   loesleinbarbara@gmail.com  
Finance Council Executive Officer 
Eugene Julian   eugene.julian@comcast.net 
Lector Coordinator 
Loretta S. Carlson   lscarlson@mac.com 
Parish Council Executive Officer 

  Mary Beth Russell    merussell78@comcast.net 
Respect Life  
Lynelle Robuck   whitedove@abbapottery.com 
 

  

Schedule of Liturgies 
 
Confession 
Saturday    4:00 p.m. or by appointment 
 
Mass 
Saturday    5:00 p.m.  
First Sat.    8:00 a.m. 
Sunday    7:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 
Weekday 
M-W    7:00 a.m. 
T-Th  12:05 p.m. 
 
Friday   No Mass  
 
HOLY DAY EUCHARIST: As announced 
SICK CALLS: anytime 
BAPTISMS: By appointment with at least one 
preparation session for new parents. 
 
WEDDINGS: Engaged couples wishing to marry in 
the church should contact a Parish Priest at least one 
year prior to the planned wedding date to begin the 
marriage preparation process. The year-long process 
includes diocesan pre-marriage classes and meetings 
with clergy.  
 

 Membership in the Knights of Columbus is 
open to all men 18 years of age or older who are 
practicing Catholics. Council #15436 meets in 
the Family Center bi-monthly at 6:00 PM for one 
hour. Male Parishioners interested in becoming a 
Knight may attend any meeting or request further 
information via http:bit.ly/Council15436.  
For upcoming meeting dates, please contact either 
John Strusowski, 302-753-2928, Johnstru@comcast.net  
or Paul Thorson, 302-229-5644, LTCThorson@gmail.com. 
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Pastor’s Column  
GOD’S LOVING CARE 

 
Two readings today refer to the northeast region of ancient 
Israel: “the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali.” Upon 
hearing these names, some of us might consult maps and 
determine exactly where these regions lie. Others might let the 
unfamiliar names drift by unnoticed. If no maps are handy—
but we don’t want to ignore the references completely—
consider this: we might not know the latitude and longitude of 
Zebulun and Naphtali, but God does. We praise God for 
watching over every inch of land and sea, caring perfectly for 
each creature on the planet. While Isaiah celebrates the depth 
of God’s care with “abundant joy and great rejoicing,” Saint 
Paul begs us to remember how the Lord shows this loving 
care: through the cross. In today’s Gospel, Jesus calls Peter, 
James, and John to follow him. We follow too, confident that 
God accompanies us, wherever we are. 
 

Catholic Advance Health Care  
Directive for Delaware 

   
Every person has the right to make his or her own medical 
decisions. But what happens if you become so seriously ill or 
injured that you can no longer make your own 
medical decisions or communicate them to those around you? 
That is when an advance heath care directive can be of great 
help. An advance health care directive, sometimes called 
a living will, is a legal document that allows you to give 
directions about your future medical care in the event you 
become unable to make your wishes known. An 
advance directive lets others know how you wish to be treated if 
you become seriously ill or injured and are unable to make 
decisions for yourself. https://www.cdow.org/catholic-diocese-
of-wilmington 
 
Renew, Refresh, Rejoice Campaign 
Church Renovations – January 9th – February 20th 
The restorations/renovations that are undertaking in our 
church (January 9th- February 20th) will ensure that our 
church remains a sacred place of worship, a place where we 
celebrate the gift of the Eucharist for years to come. Our 
commitment to restore and renovate St. Joseph on the 
Brandywine Church will honor the legacy left to us from the 
original founders. This comprehensive renovation plan is 
happening because of the support from many people.  
All Masses during this time will take place in the Family 
Center. We will follow the regular mass schedule which is 
available at https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/mass-
times.  
 
For those of you who have sacrificed to make this campaign 
a success, we thank you again. For those of you who would 
still like to contribute, you may do so at 
https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org. Click the donate 
menu, then “Renew Refresh Rejoice Campaign.” 
May we bless our church in fellowship and prayer! 

 
 

Our Fascinating Faith  
Ordinary Time 

 
Between the end of the Christmas season and the start of 
Lent, the liturgical year begins a period known as Ordinary 
Time. That season is interrupted by the seasons of Lent and 
Easter, and then resumes again after Pentecost. The English 
translation of the Latin name for this season has received 
much criticism because of our association of the word 
“ordinary” with something of lesser value, the opposite of 
something special. Critics point out that Sunday is the 
original feast day of the Church, that there is nothing at all 
“ordinary” about our weekly celebration of the Lord’s dying 
and rising. Translators explain that in this context the 
English word “ordinary” retains the root meaning of 
“ordinal,” something counted “in order,” and that the 
Sundays throughout the year are in fact named by their 
numerical order. 
 
It is helpful to understand how all five of the “special” 
seasons of the liturgical year (Advent, Christmas, Ordinary 
Time, Lent, Easter) fit together to unfold the single mystery 
of Christ. As we continue the year now with Ordinary Time, 
we are mindful that what we celebrate is indeed as 
“extraordinary” an experience of God’s grace as one could 
ever imagine. 
 

 
 
Annual March for Life in DC - Thanksgiving Pilgrimage 
There will be a coach bus for March for Life in DC that will 
leave St. Mary Assumption parking lot at 7:30am on 
Friday, January 20th and return around 7pm. Since 1973, 
this annual event in Washington has prayerfully protested 
the US Supreme Court decisions of Roe vs. Wade and Doe 
vs. Bolton in 1973, which have allowed over ~65 MILLION 
babies to die by abortion in the U.S.A., up to the moment of 
birth, for any reason! What a tragedy for our nation. 
However, this year we are expressing gratitude to God in a 
“Thanksgiving Pilgrimage” since the recent decision of the 
US Supreme Court finally overturned those poor decisions, 
and now each state has its independent way of ending 
abortion, and offering pregnant mothers a positive 
alternative to let their babies live. Please make the effort to 
attend as people from ALL 50 states will be there, to speak 
for the voiceless babies. It is a peaceful and inspiring event 
for all ages to give witness. We will attend Holy Mass at the 
Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in DC at the start of 
the day. Reservations are $25/person and $5/student. Call 
Ann Courtney 302-494-4138.  
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Religious Education 
Dear Religious Education families,  
  
I look forward to welcoming everyone, including our 
Confirmation candidates, back to classes this Sunday. There 
are only three more sessions before the celebration of First 
Penance on February 11! Please pray for our eleven students 
preparing to receive this sacrament. 
  
The focus of the Gospel Weeklies this weekend is Jesus’ 
mission and his calls to the original apostles. But Jesus does 
not beckon only to those who witnessed him in Galilee. We 
believe that Scripture is timeless: The lessons that Jesus 
taught his first disciples, he teaches us; when Jesus calls his 
friends, he calls us as well. In what ways does Jesus call you? 
In His service, Jessie 
 
Bishop William E. Koenig invites all couples celebrating 
their 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th, 25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 45th, 50th 
wedding anniversary, or any anniversary beyond 50th, to the 
Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass being held on World 
Marriage Sunday, February 12th at 1 pm at Saint Margaret 
of Scotland Church.. The Bishop will be available for photos 
with interested couples beginning at 12:00 noon and again 
after the Mass. If you would like to have a photo taken with 
Bishop Koenig, please arrive at 12:00 pm or plan to stay 
after Mass. There is no cost to you, however reservations are 
required.  
You can register by clicking on https:// 
cdow.coursestorm.com/category/family-lifeevents or by 
calling the office at 302-295-0657.  

 
Cemetery Clean Up - the Cemetery clears all decorations 
multiple times a year – within a reasonable time after the 

five special days – Christmas, Easter Sunday, Mother’s Day, 
Memorial Day and Father’s Day.  Management reserves the 
right to change and alter rules whenever it deems necessary.  
Families are responsible and encouraged to remove items 
they wish to keep in advance of clean-up.  Cemetery 
management is not responsible for items removed, lost or 
stolen. 
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer Cemetery Sales 
Representative for the parish, please call the office at (302) 
658.7017 to let us know you may be interested. An ability to 
serve families with care and compassion, while educating and 
guiding them through the process of selecting and purchasing 
a final resting place for loved ones in our cemetery. 

Mass Intentions 
Saturday, Jan.  21 
   5:00 p.m.  James & Helen Grant & James & Diane  
  Grant requested by the family   
Sunday, Jan. 22  

  7:30 a.m.  Parishioners   
10:00 a.m.   Lawrence Grace, Sr. by the Marinelli 

family  
Monday, Jan. 23  
    7:00 a.m. Margarette E. Connor by Bob & Rita 

Gutekunst   
Tuesday, Jan. 24 
   12:05 p.m.   Thomas J. Meaney by Arlene Daney  
Wednesday, Jan. 25 
   7:00 a.m.  Joseph Marianno, Sr., by Bill Grubb    
Thursday, Jan. 26  
  12:05 p.m.   Stanley Sutkowski by Pam & Ray McHugh   
Friday, Jan. 27  No Mass        
Saturday, Jan. 28 
    5:00 p.m. Ross Pratt by David & Gail O’Flynn 

 
Looking to Travel Spain? 

Join a Spain Classics adventure with St. Margaret of Scotland parish members. Travel with us as we embark on tours of Spain 
as we take in medieval architecture, idyllic landscapes, and delectable cuisine. We explore Spain's priceless treasures of art, 
history and culture set against a backdrop of sunny Mediterranean shores and grand mountain ranges. Included are visits to 
Madrid, The Prado Museum, Toledo, Cordoba, La Mezquita, Seville, Flamenco Show, Granada, The Alhambra, Valencia, 
Paella Experience, Barcelona, and La Sagrada Familia. When? September 1, 2023 through September 12, 2023.  For more 
information, call Chris Linsner at 302-832-1488. 

TAX DONATION STATEMENTS:  If you would like to request a 2022 tax donation statement, please contact Francine Harkins 
at (302) 658.7017 to request a statement after January 20th. This will allow us time to ensure all 2022 donations have been 
processed. 

Your gifts make a difference to St. Joseph on the Brandywine faith community. We wish to extend a sincere THANK YOU to 
everyone who financially supports our parish through weekly giving, special collections, one-time gifts, and all of the other 
avenues of giving (e.g. volunteering your time and talent). Everyone's income and needs are different, and each gift is 
understood to be a sacrifice given for the greater good. God bless you for your efforts.  
 
Online giving for families to easily give one-time as well as recurring gifts! Simply make a secure donation via electronic check 
or debit/credit card on this page.  And, if you choose to set up a recurring gift, you will be prompted by email to create your 
own online donor account to manage your gifts. It’s easy! 
1. Choose a One-time or Recurring donation  
2. Select a preferred method of payment  
3. Enter your information and submit! 





Monthly Food Donations are now being collection 
the last weekend of the month (January 28th & 29th 

• boxes of pasta, macaroni and cheese, rice, mashed potatoes, crackers, cereal, oatmeal,
and pancake mix
• Jars of peanut butter and jelly
• Juice, coffee, tea, hot cocoa mix, instant breakfasts
• Shelf-stable milk – either dry or evaporated
• Condiments: spreads, ketchup, mustard, relish, barbecue sauce, pickles and pancake syrup
• Baby food, baby cereal

Did you know… 
That the food Bank of Delaware offers a Kitchen School designed for adults with disabilities!  Visit 
https://a101422.socialsolutionsportal.com 

Emmanuel Dining Room Monthly Meal Donations 
Friday, February 10

St. Joseph’s parishioners provide a noontime meal to Emmanuel Dining Room East once a month. Volunteers purchase and cook 18 to 
24 chicken thighs or other chicken parts and/or bring various desserts. The parish provides green beans and stuffing for the balance of 
the meal.  Our next date to deliver this meal to Emmanuel Dining Room is Friday, February 10.  Please bring your cooked chicken and 
desserts to the Family Center between 8 and 9 A.M. on that day.  Thank you so much for your continuing support to this ministry.  
The clients are always so grateful for your generosity.  Peg Janes (302) 656-3635. 

Listen to Catholic Forum each week. Next Saturday, January 21st, Dan Pin from the Diocese of Wilmington Office of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministry will discuss the upcoming “Jesus Night,” a celebration of fellowship, fun, witness, and worship for students in 
grades 6 through 12, plus parent and ministry leaders. Catholic Forum airs on Saturday afternoons at 1:30 on Relevant Radio 640. You 
can listen online anytime at cdow.org/CatholicForum, 

The Fifth Annual SL24 Memorial Classic 
February 3-4  The Chase Fieldhouse - Wilmington, Delaware 

The SL24 Memorial Basketball Classic is in honor of Sean Locke, a 2012 St. Mark’s graduate and 2016 UD grad and former Division 
I basketball player, who lost his battle with depression in July of 2018. The funds raised benefit the SL24: UnLocke the Light 
foundation, which helps educate and assist those battling depression and suicidal ideations. The event is rooted in providing 
information, outlets, and resources to area youth. In addition, the funds raised will allow SL24 to keep providing valuable services 
and programs at Sean’s House. https://www.sl24hoops.com 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER – Learn tools to revitalize romance and deepen communication in your marriage. 
Get away for an intimate weekend – no group sharing required.  The next weekend is March 10-12 at the Brighton Suites in 
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware.  For information or to register visit our website http://www.wwme.org or call Tony and Linda 
Massino at 302-648-2228. 

Save that date for CYM’s biggest event CYM Pilgrimage – Saturday, April 1st of the year. The Annual CYM Pilgrimage returns this April, and 
we hope to see you there! 
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