
 Saint Joseph on the Brandywine 
Founded 1841 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Parish Office   
 
10 Old Church Road, Wilmington, DE 19807 
Office (302) 658-7017 Fax (302) 428-0639 
www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Msgr. John P. Hopkins, Pastor: Ext. 2 
jphopkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Deacon Michael Stankewicz 
deacon@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Deacon Dr. Austin A. Lobo  
Alobo@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
 
Parish & Pastoral Secretary: Francine A. Harkins 
Ext. 1    fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Bulletin Editor: fharkins@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
 
Business & Cemetery Manager: Melissa Morri  Ext. 
5  mmorri@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  
Cemetery Sales:  Volunteer Sales Consultants   Ext. 7  
cemeteries@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Facilities Manager: Patrick Garrett   Ext. 6 
pgarrett@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Coordinator, Religious Education: Jessie M. Curtin 
Ext. 4    jcurtin@stjosephonthebrandywine.org  

 
Director of Liturgy & Music 
Michael Marinelli 
mmarinelli@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Director of Adult & Youth Choirs 
Mary Ellen Schauber  
meschauber@stjosephonthebrandywine.org 
Eucharistic Minister Coordinator  
Barbara Loeslein   loesleinbarbara@gmail.com  
Finance Council Executive Officer 
Eugene Julian   eugene.julian@comcast.net 
Lector Coordinator 
Loretta S. Carlson   lscarlson@mac.com 
Parish Council Executive Officer 

  Mary Beth Russell    merussell78@comcast.net 
Respect Life  
Lynelle Robuck   whitedove@abbapottery.com 
 

  

Schedule of Liturgies 
 
Confession 
Saturday    4:00 p.m. or by appointment 
 
Mass 
Saturday    5:00 p.m.  
First Sat.    8:00 a.m. 
Sunday    7:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 
Weekday 
M-W    7:00 a.m. 
T-Th  12:05 p.m. 
 
Friday   No Mass  
 
HOLY DAY EUCHARIST: As announced 
SICK CALLS: anytime 
BAPTISMS: By appointment with at least one 
preparation session for new parents. 
 
WEDDINGS: Engaged couples wishing to marry in 
the church should contact a Parish Priest at least one 
year prior to the planned wedding date to begin the 
marriage preparation process. The year-long process 
includes diocesan pre-marriage classes and meetings 
with clergy.  
 

 Membership in the Knights of Columbus is 
open to all men 18 years of age or older who are 
practicing Catholics. Council #15436 meets in 
the Family Center bi-monthly at 6:00 PM for one 
hour. Male Parishioners interested in becoming a 
Knight may attend any meeting or request further 
information via http:bit.ly/Council15436.  
For upcoming meeting dates, please contact either 
John Strusowski, 302-753-2928, Johnstru@comcast.net  
or Paul Thorson, 302-229-5644, LTCThorson@gmail.com. 
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Pastor’s Column  
 

THE LIGHT OF SERVICE 
 
The prophet Isaiah inspires us with these words: 
“Light shall rise for you in the darkness, and the gloom 
shall become for you like midday.” All of us celebrating 
the liturgy today praise God for these words of 
encouragement. Surely each of us knows the gloomy 
side of life, but today’s readings propose a brilliant 
antidote to misery: the light of service. Isaiah focuses 
on physical suffering, telling us to provide food, 
clothing, housing, and equal opportunity to those with 
limited resources. Moving beyond material needs, Saint 
Paul demonstrates how to proceed humbly when 
attending to people’s spiritual needs. Saint Matthew’s 
Gospel stirs us to bold action: whatever gifts we have, 
we must put them at the service of our communities. As 
Christians, we must engage with one another without 
holding back, letting our light shine before all. 
 
 
Renew, Refresh, Rejoice Campaign 
Church Renovations – January 9th – February 20th 
The restorations/renovations that are undertaking in our 
church (January 9th- February 20th) will ensure that our 
church remains a sacred place of worship, a place where we 
celebrate the gift of the Eucharist for years to come. Our 
commitment to restore and renovate St. Joseph on the 
Brandywine Church will honor the legacy left to us from the 
original founders. This comprehensive renovation plan is 
happening because of the support from many people.  
All Masses during this time will take place in the Family 
Center. We will follow the regular mass schedule which is 
available at https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org/mass-
times.   For those of you who have sacrificed to make this 
campaign a success, we thank you again. For those of you 
who would still like to contribute, you may do so at 
https://www.stjosephonthebrandywine.org. Click the donate 
menu, then “Renew Refresh Rejoice Campaign.” 
May we bless our church in fellowship and prayer! 

 
 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Gn 1:1-19; Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10, 12, 24,  
 35c; Mk 6:53-56 
Tuesday: Gn 1:20 — 2:4a; Ps 8:4-9; Mk 7:1-13 
Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17; Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28,  
 29bc-30; Mk 7:14-23 
Thursday: Gn 2:18-25; Ps 128:1-5; Mk 7:24-30 
Friday: Gn 3:1-8; Ps 32:1-2, 5-7; Mk 7:31-37 
Saturday: Gn 3:9-24; Ps 90:2-6, 12-13; Mk 8:1-10 
Sunday: Sir 15:15-20; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 17-18, 33-34;  
 1 Cor 2:6-10; Mt 5:17-37 [20-22a, 27-28,  
 33-34a, 37] 

 
 

Our Fascinating Faith  
 

On February 11, 1858, fourteen-year-old Bernadette 
Soubirous, the oldest of nine children in a poor family 
from Lourdes, France, saw Our Lady in the first of 
eighteen apparitions. At the grotto of Massabielle, 
Bernadette saw “a small lady in white” who invited her 
to return each day. During the visions the Lady 
communicated a message of penance, instructed 
Bernadette to dig so that a spring of water began to 
flow, requested that a chapel be built there at the 
grotto, and eventually identified herself by saying “I 
am the Immaculate Conception.” Throughout these 
apparitions, Our Lady addressed Bernadette in a 
formal way, treating the humble girl with dignity. In 
1862 the authenticity of the apparitions was confirmed 
by Church authorities. The Feast of Our Lady of 
Lourdes was recognized worldwide in 1907. Lourdes 
became a place of pilgrimage for thousands of the 
faithful; their faith and the faith of many others was 
revitalized through the story of a simple young girl 
from rural France. 
 
STEHM, Inc. and Martha House and the Society of St. 
Vincent DePaul thank the parishioners of St. Joseph on the 
Brandywine for their generous donations that helped those 
in need through our Advent Angel Program.  There is 
nothing more Christian than showing our love for those in 
need. 
 
The Little Sisters of the Poor were also most thankful for 
donations received which assisted in making their residents 
warm and safe.  “May God keep you and your family in His 
Circle of light and love always.” Sister Michael, Mother 
Superior  
     
 
Bishop William E. Koenig invites all couples celebrating 
their 5th, 10th, 15th, 20th, 25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 45th, 50th 
wedding anniversary, or any anniversary beyond 50th, to the 
Annual Wedding Anniversary Mass being held on World 
Marriage Sunday, February 12th at 1 pm at Saint Margaret 
of Scotland Church, The Mass coincides with National 
Marriage Week, February 7 through 12. The Bishop will be 
available for photos with interested couples beginning at 
12:00 noon and again after the Mass. If you would like to 
have a photo taken with Bishop Koenig, please arrive at 
12:00 pm or plan to stay after Mass. There is no cost to you, 
however reservations are required.  
You can register by clicking on https:// 
cdow.coursestorm.com/category/family-lifeevents or by 
calling the office at 302-295-0657.  
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Religious Education 
Dear Religious Education families,  
  
Our final preparation session for First Penance takes place 
this Sunday! Please pray for our eleven students preparing 
to receive this sacrament on Saturday, February 11. 
 
The focus of the Gospel Weeklies this weekend is Jesus’ call 
to be salt and light for others. Part of our mission as 
Catholics “is to be the salt of the earth and light of the world. 
[We are] ‘a most sure seed of unity, hope, and salvation for 
the whole human race’” (CCC, 782). How can you bring out 
the best in others, as salt does? How can you share your and 
Christ’s light? In His service, Jessie 
 
Cemetery Clean Up - will begin shortly.  Families are 
responsible and encouraged to remove items they wish to 
keep in advance of clean-up.  Cemetery management is not 
responsible for items removed, lost or stolen. 

Looking to Travel Spain? Join a Spain Classics 

adventure with St. Margaret of Scotland parish 

members. Travel with us as we embark on tours of 

Spain as we take in medieval architecture, idyllic 

landscapes, and delectable cuisine. We explore Spain's 

priceless treasures of art, history and culture set against 

a backdrop of sunny Mediterranean shores and grand 

mountain ranges. Included are visits to Madrid, The 

Prado Museum, Toledo, Cordoba, La Mezquita, Seville, 

Flamenco Show, Granada, The Alhambra, Valencia, 

Paella Experience, Barcelona, and La Sagrada Familia. 

When? September 1, 2023 through September 12, 2023.  

For more information, call Chris Linsner at 302-832-

1488. 

Rachel’s Vineyard Catholic Retreat will be held the weekend 
of April 21-23, 2023.  This retreat offers emotional and 
spiritual healing for anyone who has struggled with the pain 
of abortion. Whether you are post-abortive or know someone 
who is, freedom awaits.  Contact Nan Freeman at 302-463-
7711 (call or text) or lucyminn929@gmail.com by April 7. 

 

Mass Intentions  
Saturday, Feb. 4 
   5:00 p.m.  Jennifer Ferretti by Olga Hunt & family   
Sunday, Feb. 5  

  7:30 a.m.  Parishioners   
10:00 a.m.   Mark Truono   

Monday, Feb. 6  
    7:00 a.m. Randy Comegys   
 Tuesday, Feb. 7 
   12:05 p.m.   Dante Marini by Marge & Emmett 

Speicher  
Wednesday, Feb. 8 
   7:00 a.m.  Mary Greena by Joan & David Murray    
Thursday, Feb. 9  
  12:05 p.m.   Michael P. Donahue by Margaret 

Kincannon  
Friday, Feb. 10  No Mass        
Saturday, Feb. 11 
    5:00 p.m. Rudy Conti by Donna Kotowski  
 
FEAST OF ST. BLAISE: was Friday, Feb. 3rd.  St. Blaise 
was the patron saint of throat illnesses. The blessings of 
throats will take place at all weekend Masses.  

Black & Indian Missions and Home Mission 2/4 & 5  

The Black and Indian Mission Collection exists to help local 
African American and Native American Diocesan 
Communities throughout the United States spread the Good 
News of Jesus Christ and respond to real and pressing needs 
on the ground. 

 
Faith and Charity Catholic Appeal – 2022 
A special thank you! The 2022 Diocesan Faith and Charity 

Catholic Appeal achieved historic results! Based on collected 

amounts, they raised $5,476,784.45!  This is the highest 

amount ever raised and collected in the Diocese of 

Wilmington. In addition, we had an increase over last year in 

the number of donors participating by more than 26%. 

$450,723.00 will be distributed in parish rebates to parishes 

that exceeded their goals in collected pledges. 

 
 
The Vocations Office will sponsor this day of 
prayer and discernment on Thursday, March 16th 
at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton in Bear, DE.  Bishop 
Koenig, many of our priests and our 9 seminarians 
will spend the day with the participants sharing 
experiences of the missionary zeal that drives the 
priestly heart in the 21st century. 
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