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THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD  

 
“The Sacred Scriptures, above all in their liturgical proclamation, 

are the source of life and strength.”—The Introduction to the Lectionary 
 

“The word of God constantly proclaimed in the Liturgy is always a living and effective word 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.”—The Introduction to the Lectionary 

 
The Liturgy of the Word celebrates the real presence of Christ among us, just as the Liturgy of 
the Eucharist does. Therefore, your role as Lector is to proclaim God’s Word. You are not 
simply reading texts about what God has done. As Lector, you are conveying what God is doing 
here and now in the assembly of worshippers.  
 
Important Reminders 
 
1. Review the introduction to the Workbook for Lectors, Gospel Readers, and Proclaimers 

of the Word.  
 

2. Prepare your readings ahead of time. Good preparation is the key to successful reading. 
You must understand the Scripture passages, so you are able to proclaim them in an inspiring 
way. Practice at home so that you have a complete understanding of your readings.  
 

3. Remember that there are different types of Scriptural writing. Narrative prose, poetry, 
and letters all call for different kinds of emphasis, inflection, and tone. The Workbooks 
includes information about each reading, suggestions in the margins for pacing and emphasis, 
and a pronunciation guide for difficult names.  
 

4. Use the microphone to complement your proclamation of Scripture. The microphone is 
not a substitute for a strong proclamation of God’s Word. Speak out clearly and confidently. 
The people rely upon you to hear God’s Word.  
 

5. Make eye contact. Look up frequently while reading. When you make eye contact, you 
establish a strong connection with the congregation, helping your listeners understand the 
scriptural message more clearly.  
 

6. Do not embellish the introduction to readings. Do not say, “This is a reading from . . . .” 
The proper form is, for example, “A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.” Note also, 
in accordance with standard grammar, the correct pronunciation is “Uh reading from …,” 
that is, a short “A” sound, not the long “A” sound. 

 
7. Do not embellish the concluding phrase for the readings. Do not say, “This is the Word of 

the Lord.” The proper form is simply “The Word of the Lord.” 
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8. Pause after the last word of the reading before saying “The Word of the Lord.” This 
means, “What I have just proclaimed to you is God’s Word.” Don’t throw away the line. 
Make it a meaningful part of the message you bring to the celebration of Mass. 

 
9. Dress appropriately. For this most sacred ceremony, men are expected to wear coat and tie 

and women the formal equivalent. This formal attire lends dignity to your role and to the 
entire liturgy. 

 
Please note the following changes, per Msgr. Hopkins at the September 26 Liturgy 
Committee Meeting. 
 
1. Lectors will no longer process in with the Presider. 
 
2. Lectors will no longer go to the altar at the Offertory since envelopes are now collected at the 

back of the church. That will remain the same for the foreseeable future. 
 
If you have questions about anything in this handbook, please contact the Lector Coordinator: 
Loretta Carlson, lscarlson@mac.com or 302.521.7936. 
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Procedure for Masses WITH Music, Cantor, and TWO Lectors 
 
1. Arrive at least 20 minutes before Mass to allow time to review your reading as formatted in 

the Sunday Lectionary.  
 

2. Introduce yourself to the Presider, especially if he is a visitor, and to the other Ministers. It is 
appropriate for the Presider to know who comprises the entire Mass team and if all Ministers 
are present to carry out their assignments. 
 

3. If there is no Deacon: The Second Lector should study the General Intercessions before 
Mass and place them on the lower shelf of the ambo. 
 

4. Place the Book of the Gospels flat on the altar with the words facing the congregation. 
 

5. Place the Lectionary on the ambo on the side from which you read, open to the First Reading.  
 

6. Sit in the congregation and go up to the ambo one at a time.  
 

7. After the Opening Prayer, the First Lector only will walk directly up the two steps, meet the 
Cantor in front of the altar, and reverence the altar. The Cantor sits in the Sanctuary, while 
the Lector goes to the ambo.  
 

8. After proclaiming the First Reading, the First Lector will reverence the altar alone and 
return to the pew. 
 

9. At the conclusion of the Responsorial Psalm, the Second Lector will go directly up the two 
steps, reverence the altar, and go to the ambo. 

 
10. After proclaiming the Second Reading, close the Lectionary and place it on the lower shelf of 

the ambo to make a place for the Book of the Gospels. 
 

11. Then, the Second Lector will reverence the altar with the Cantor. The Cantor will 
proceed to the lectern to sing the Gospel Acclamation. The Lector will return to the pew. 
 

12. When there is no deacon, the Second Lector will read the General Intercessions. During 
the recitation of the Creed, at the words “I believe in the Holy Spirit,” return directly to the 
ambo. Be prepared to read the first petition when the Presider has offered the Introductory 
Prayer. After the last petition, wait at the ambo until the Presider has said the Concluding 
Prayer. Return to the pew. 
 

13. At the conclusion of Mass, remain in the pew for the Recessional Hymn. Neither the 
Lectionary nor the Book of the Gospels is to be carried out. 
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Procedure for Masses WITHOUT Music and Cantor and with TWO Lectors 
 
1. Arrive at least 20 minutes before Mass to allow time to review your reading as formatted in 

the Sunday Lectionary. 
 

2. Introduce yourself to the Presider, especially if he is a visitor, and to the other Ministers. It is 
appropriate for the Presider to know who comprises the entire Mass team and if all Ministers 
are present to carry out their assignments. 

 
3. If there is no Deacon: The Second Lector should study the General Intercessions before 

Mass and place them on the lower shelf of the ambo. 
 

4. Place the Book of the Gospels flat on the altar with the words facing the congregation. 
 

5. Place the Lectionary on the ambo on the side from which you read, open to the First Reading. 
The First Lector sits in the congregation. The Second Lector sits in the Sanctuary. 

 
6. When Mass is about to begin, the Second Lector should go to the ambo. When the bells 

have finished ringing, welcome the congregation and make any announcements printed in the 
Lector’s three-ring binder. Announce the page on which the Mass appears in the missalette. 
 

7. Ask the people to stand and greet one another. As the Presider begins to process, read the 
Entrance Antiphon. Then, take a seat in one of the front pews with the congregation. 
 

8. After the Opening Prayer, the First Lector only will walk directly up the two steps, 
reverence the altar, and go to the ambo.  
 

9. Proclaim the First Reading. Pause momentarily after you finish the First Reading before 
reciting the Responsorial Psalm. Encourage the people to repeat the response. 
 

10. After reading the Responsorial Psalm, the First Lector reverences the altar and returns to the 
pew. 
 

11. Then, the Second Lector will go directly up the two steps, reverence the altar, and go to the 
ambo. 

 
12. After proclaiming the Second Reading, close the Lectionary and place it on the lower shelf of 

the ambo to make a place for the Book of the Gospels. 
 

13. Note: DO NOT read or sing the Acclamations before the Gospel. This is a change from 
previous practice. 
 

14. Then, reverence the altar and return to the pew.  
 

15. When there is no deacon, the Second Lector will read the General Intercessions. During 
the recitation of the Creed, at the words “I believe in the Holy Spirit,” return directly to the 
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ambo. Be prepared to read the first petition when the Presider has offered the Introductory 
Prayer. After the last petition, wait at the ambo until the Presider has said the Concluding 
Prayer. Return to the pew. 

 
16. When the last people of the congregation have received Communion, the Second Lector 

should proceed to the ambo and recite the Communion Antiphon located in the missalette. 
Then return to your place in the pew. 
 

17. At the conclusion of Mass, remain in the pew. Neither the Lectionary nor the Book of the 
Gospels is to be carried out. 
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Procedure for Masses WITH Music, Cantor, and ONE Lector 
 
1. Arrive at least 20 minutes before Mass to allow time to review the First and Second Readings 

as formatted in the Sunday Lectionary.  
 

2. Introduce yourself to the Presider, especially if he is a visitor, and to the other Ministers. It is 
appropriate for the Presider to know who comprises the entire Mass team and if all Ministers 
are present to carry out their assignments. 
 

3. If there is no Deacon: Study the General Intercessions and place them on the lower shelf of 
the ambo. 

 
4. Place the Book of the Gospels flat on the altar with the words facing the congregation. 
 
5. Place the Lectionary on the ambo on the side from which you read, open to the First Reading.  

 
6. Take your seat in one of the front pews. 

 
7. After the Opening Prayer, walk directly up the two steps, meet the Cantor in front of the 

altar, and reverence the altar. The Cantor sits in the Sanctuary, while the Lector goes to the 
ambo. 
 

8. Proclaim the First Reading. When finished, sit in one of the chairs in the Sanctuary while the 
Cantor sings the Responsorial Psalm. 

 
9. At the conclusion of the Responsorial Psalm, return to the ambo and proclaim the Second 

Reading. 
 

10. After proclaiming the Second Reading, close the Lectionary and place it on the lower shelf of 
the ambo to make a place for the Book of the Gospels.  
 

11. Walk with the Cantor back to the front of the altar and reverence the altar. The Cantor will 
proceed to the lectern to sing the Gospel Acclamation. The Lector will return to the pew.  
 

12. For the General Intercessions, when there is no deacon: During the recitation of the 
Creed, at the words “I believe in the Holy Spirit,” return to the ambo. Be prepared to read the 
first petition when the Presider has offered the Introductory Prayer. After the last petition, 
wait at the ambo until the Presider has said the Concluding Prayer. Return to the pew.  
 

13. At the conclusion of Mass, remain in the pew for the Recessional Hymn. Neither the 
Lectionary nor the Book of the Gospels is to be carried out. 
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Procedure for Masses WITHOUT Music and Cantor and with ONE Lector 
 
1. Arrive at least 20 minutes before Mass to allow time to review the First and Second Readings 

as formatted in the Sunday Lectionary. 
 

2. Introduce yourself to the Presider, especially if he is a visitor, and to the other Ministers. It is 
appropriate for the Presider to know who comprises the entire Mass team and if all Ministers 
are present to carry out their assignments.  

 
3. If there is no Deacon: Study the General Intercessions and place them on the lower shelf of 

the ambo. 
 

4. Place the Book of the Gospels flat on the altar with the words facing the congregation. 
 
5. Place the Lectionary on the ambo on the side from which you read, open to the First Reading. 

Sit in the Sanctuary.  
 

6. When Mass is about to begin, proceed to the ambo. When the bells have finished ringing, 
welcome the congregation and make any announcements printed in the Lector’s three-ring 
binder. Announce the page on which the Mass appears in the missalette. 
 

7. Ask the people to stand and greet one another. As the Presider begins to process, read the 
Entrance Antiphon. Take your seat in one of the front pews with the congregation. 
 

8. After the Opening Prayer, walk directly up the two steps, reverence the altar, and go to the 
ambo. 

 
9. Proclaim the First Reading. Pause momentarily after you finish the First Reading before 

reciting the Responsorial Psalm. Encourage the people to repeat the response. 
 

10. Pause momentarily after you finish the Responsorial Psalm before you proclaim the Second 
Reading. 
 

11. After proclaiming the Second Reading, close the Lectionary and place it on the lower shelf of 
the ambo to make a place for the Book of the Gospels. 

 
12. Note: DO NOT read or sing the Acclamations before the Gospel. This is a change from 

previous practice. 
 

13. Then, reverence the altar and return to the pew.  
 

14. For the General Intercessions when there is no deacon: During the recitation of the Creed, 
at the words “I believe in the Holy Spirit,” return directly to the ambo. Be prepared to read 
the first petition when the Presider has offered the Introductory Prayer. After the last petition, 
wait at the ambo until the Presider has said the Concluding Prayer. Return to the pew. 
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15. When the last people of the congregation have received Communion, proceed to the ambo 
and recite the Communion Antiphon located in the missalette. Then return to your place in 
the pew. 
 

16. At the conclusion of Mass, remain in the pew. Neither the Lectionary nor the Book of the 
Gospels is to be carried out. 

 


