
Part Five— THE CHURCH

CHAPTER The Church,
People of God

53. When did the Church begin?

The Church, founded by Christ, began in his death
and resurrection.

Through his death and resurrection, Jesus has earned for us 
the privilege of belonging to God's holy family. To enter that fam
ily we need sanctifying grace, a sharing in the life of Christ. We 
first get grace when we are baptized. By the power of the resur
rection, we are inserted into the Mystical Body of Christ. We are 
no longer under the dominion of sin; with him we are heirs of 
heaven; we, like him, shall rise from the dead.

The Church officially began when the Holy Spirit entered 
into the followers of Jesus on the day of Pentecost. The apostles 
announced to everybody the good news of what Jesus had done 
and invited their hearers to believe in him and live by his Spirit.
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54. What is the Church?

The Church is the new People of God, prepared for 
in the Old Testament, and given life, growth, and 
direction by Christ in the Holy Spirit. It is the work 
of God’s saving love in Christ.

Through Israel, the first People of God, God kept his 
promise to send the world a Savior who would gather all men into 
God's family. Jesus, God's own Son, born of Mary, was a descen
dant of David. He brought peace to his people and freed their 
souls from sin. He is our Savior. Jesus sent his Spirit and life upon 
his followers as he promised. To proclaim the Good News of sal
vation to all men everywhere in all time Jesus formed into one 
body his followers, the community of believers, the new People of 
God. He called this body his Church.

55. What are the gifts of God in the Catholic Church?

The gifts of God in the Catholic Church are (1) the 
truths of faith, (2) the sacraments, (3) and the m inis
tries inherited from the apostles.

(1) To carry on Christ's teaching the apostles were given the 
power and duty to teach his doctrine to the world. They were 
appointed by him to be our shepherds or spiritual rulers so that 
through them and their successors he would lead us to the king
dom of heaven. Jesus said, "Whoever listens to you, listens to me, 
and whoever rejects you rejects me. And whoever rejects me 
rejects the one who sent me" (Lk 10:16).

(2) Christ taught the apostles that his grace was to be given 
to men through them. Through them he would forgive sin, give 
his Body and Blood to the world, and teach people in his name. 
Through the apostles and their successors, to whom these powers 
were entrusted, the Church administers the sacraments for the 
salvation of God's People.

(3) With the powers given them by Christ the apostles were 
to be his witnesses in the world. He said to them before ascend
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ing into heaven, "You will receive power when the Holy Spirit 
comes upon you, and then you will be my witnesses not only in 
Jerusalem, but throughout Judea and Samaria, and indeed, to the 
farthest corners of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Jesus continued, through 
his apostles and their successors, to be king, priest, and teacher to 
his people.

56. What does the Church do for mankind through 
these gifts?
Through these gifts of God, (1) the Church is able to 
act and grow as a community in Christ, (2) serving 
m ankind and giving men his saving word and activ
ity.

(1) Through God's truth and sacraments and the ministry of 
the priesthood the Church is able to grow. Peter was Christ's chief 
ambassador on earth. The whole Church was entrusted to his care. 
The apostles share their responsibility with others, called bishops.

(2) Today Christ continues, through his bishops, aided by 
priests, to be a community in Christ and to serve mankind by giv
ing men Christ's saving truth and his divine life through grace and 
the sacraments.

57. Why is the Church missionary?
The Church is missionary because every m ember of 
the Church shares the command from Christ to 
carry the Good News of Christ’s teaching to all 
m ankind by word and example.

The Church gives Christian witness as a community of 
believers and brotherly love by the preaching of the gospel and by 
its service to others. Jesus said to his apostles, "All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
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them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the world" (Mt 28:18-20).

58. Why is the Church a society with leaders?

In God’s plan, the Church is a society with leaders, 
that is, with a hierarchy. It is a people guided by its 
bishops, who are in union with the Pope.

Through ordination of bishops and priests the powers of 
Jesus Christ have been handed down in the Catholic Church for 
nineteen hundred years. Bishops and priests are those in Christ's 
Mystical Body who have the authority to teach for Christ, to shep
herd his flock and to dispense his graces to the world. Christ lives 
and works through his bishops and priests in his Church.

59. Who is the Pope?

The Pope, the Bishop of Rome, (1) is the Vicar of 
Christ, who has succeeded to the office of Peter in 
his care and guidance of the whole flock of Christ, 
(2) and is the head of the college of bishops.

(1) The Pope, the Bishop of Rome, is the successor of St. 
Peter, being supreme shepherd of the Church of Christ, having all 
the rights, powers and duties of Peter.

(2) Jesus solemnly told Peter he was to be supreme shep
herd, the head of the Church. "And I say to you: You are Peter, and 
on this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of the nether
world will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven" (Mt 16:18-19).

(3) While the Pope is the successor of St. Peter, the Catholic 
bishops are the successors of the other apostles. Christ made the 
apostles as a stable group or college. They were jointly responsi
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ble for spreading the gospel of Christ in the whole world. Jesus 
said to Peter, "I have prayed that your own faith may not fail. And 
once you have turned back, you must strengthen your brothers" 
(Lk 22:32). When the Church teaches solemnly in the name of 
God, the teaching is infallible, that is, it cannot be mistaken in 
matters of faith or morals.

60. What is the role of the Pope and bishops in the 
Church?

The role of the Pope and the bishops is to teach, to 
make holy, and to govern the Church.

Christ conferred on the apostles and their successors the 
duty of teaching, sanctifying, and ruling in his name and power. 
When a third time Jesus asked Peter, "Simon, son of John, do you 
love me?" Peter was hurt that Jesus had asked a third time, "Do 
you love me?" "Lord," he said to him, "you know everything. You 
know that I love you." Jesus said to him, "Feed my sheep" (Jn 
21:17).

61. What do the faithful owe the Pope and bishops?

The faithful, the community of faith, owe the Pope 
and bishops respect and obedience.

We serve God and his Church by obeying the Fourth 
Commandment of God in honoring, loving, respecting, and obey
ing the Pope as successor of St. Peter, our bishop who is our shep
herd and our priests ordained for the loving service of the faithful.

62. What is the work of the Holy Spirit in the Church?

(l)The Holy Spirit preserves the Church as the body 
of Christ and his bride so that it may be faithful to 
him in holiness till the end of the world. (2) He also 
helps the Church always to purify and renew itself 
and its members.
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(1) The Holy Spirit brings about a union between Christ and 
his members. St. Paul describes this union as the Body of Christ, 
Christ himself is head of that Body, while those who belong to 
him are its members. They are united closely with the head and 
with each other by a strong interior bond, which is the Holy Spirit.

The Church is also called the Bride of Christ. St. Paul says 
that Jesus loved his bride, the Church. He made her beautiful and 
gave his life for her.

(2) With the help of grace of the Holy Spirit the Church is 
constantly purified and renewed spiritually. Without these helps 
of actual grace it is impossible to do anything toward our own sal
vation or the salvation of others. These graces help us to live well 
as God's children and followers of Jesus Christ.

Teacher reference: Principal Elements, no. 93

A. FILL IN THE BLANKS
1. The Church, founded b y ....................began in ........................... (53)
2. The Church i s ........................... , prepared for i n .............................

and given life, growth, and direction b y ............. in the ................
It is the work o f ................................ (54)

3. The gifts of God in the Catholic Church are (1) the .....................
(2) th e ........................ , and t h e ......................................... inherited
from ............................(55)

4. Through these gifts of God, the Church (1) is able to ..................
...................., (2 )......................and giving m e n ...........................(56)

5. The Church is missionary because each member of the Church
shares the command from Christ t o .............................................by
word and example. (57)

6. In God’s plan, the Church i s ...................., that is, with..................
........................It is a people guided b y ..................................... , who
are in union w ith ...................................(58)

7. The Pope, the Bishop of Rome, (1) is .............................., who has
succeeded to the office o f ..................... in his care and guidance
of the whole flock of Christ, (2) and is ..................................... (59)

8. The role of the Pope and the bishops is...................................... , to
 , and t o ........................................the Church. (60)
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9. The faithful, the community o f .............................. , owe the Pope
and b ishops................................. (61)

10. The work of the Holy Spirit is: (1) t o ...............................................
so that it may be faithful to him in ...............................till the end
of the world, (2) and t o  the Church always t o ...................
and ........................................................ itself and its members. (62)

B. BIBLE READING Matthew 16:13-20
Peter, the Head of the Church 

One day, Jesus and his apostles arrived at a place called 
Caesarea Philippi. There Jesus asked his apostles this question, “Who 
do men say the Son of Man is?”This was the name by which Jesus 
often spoke of himself.

They answered him, “Some say John the Baptist; and others, 
Elijah; and others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.”

Then he said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of 

the living God!”
Jesus said to Peter, “Blessed are you, Simon son of John! No 

mere man has revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father. I for my
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part say to you, you are ‘Rock,’ and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give 
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven; whatever you loose on earth shall be 
loosed in heaven.”

By these words Jesus promised to make Peter the head of his 
Church. Keys are a symbol of power. Jesus meant that Peter w as to 
have power to rule his Church.

Discussion:
1. Who did people think Jesus was?
2. Who did Peter say Jesus was?
3. Why did Jesus say Peter was blest?
4. What did Jesus say to Peter about his Church?
5. What did these words of Jesus to Peter mean?
6. Who is the successor of Peter today?

C. PRACTICE
1. Catholic laymen have a part in the mission of the Church. By the 

very fact of their membership in the Mystical Body of Christ they 
have a share in the apostolate of the Church. Part of the Church’s 
task is to form the conscience of the individual Christian in order 
that he might bring the principles of Christ into education, mar
riage, recreation, business, politics, etc. The Catholic layman 
must be a witness to Christ in the world and by prayer and good 
example share in the missionary apostolate of the Church.

2. In making Peter the supreme pastor of his flock Christ gave him 
the gift of infallibility in matters of faith and morals. Since Peter 
is the foundation and rock upon which the Church of Christ rests 
and has the keys by which he can allow men to enter or be 
excluded from the kingdom of heaven, it follows that he must be 
infallible. When the Pope speaks he is giving the ordinary teach
ing of the Church. This teaching is found in papal decrees and 
encyclicals. We must not only show outward obedience, but also 
give our assent, at least out of obedience to the teaching Church.



CHAPTER

11 The Church as Community

63. Why is the Church a community?
The Church is a community because it shares 
together the life of Christ; it is a people assembled 
by God.

The Church is the worldwide community of those whom 
God has called to give witness to his Son Jesus and to the new life 
he has brought to men. As members of this community, we are 
joined to Christ through baptism; we share his divine life through 
grace which reaches us especially through the sacraments.

64. Are all persons equal in the Church?
All persons in the Church are united and equal as 
the one People of God.

All members in the Church are united and equal, but they 
have different responsibilities. Just as God made Moses the leader 
of his people in the Old Testament, so Christ gave to his apostles 
and their successors the right to teach and to command in his 
name. These powers are given for the service and welfare of the 
whole People of God. Living in the world, the laity are called to 
work for the sanctification of the world by carrying out their tasks 
according to the spirit of the gospel.

69
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65. Who has a vocation to holiness in the Church?

In the Church every individual has a call from God, 
a vocation to holiness.

With Christ we have already died to sin and risen to new
ness of life. He pours into our souls that very life of divine son- 
ship that filled him in his own resurrection. This he does through 
the sacraments of the Church he founded. In the Church Jesus 
wishes to continue his own life in us for the glory of the Father. 
This Christ-life within us is the holiness to which God has called 
every person in the Church. This is a life of love and obedience to 
the Father.

66. Why does each member of the Church deserve 
respect?

Each m ember of the Church deserves respect, since 
all join in the one cause of Christ.

Dedication to Christ means obeying the commandments, 
fulfilling the duties of our state of life, accepting the suffering God 
permits in our life, striving to do all for the love of God, and work
ing to spread the reign of Christ. Everyone in the Church who in 
this way joins in the one cause of Christ deserves our deepest 
respect. Besides, through baptism we are united in the Body of 
Christ of which he is the head.

67. Who directs the work in the cause of Christ in the 
Church?

The Pope and the bishops direct the work in the 
cause of Christ in the Church, in every rite, diocese, 
parish, and mission.

The Pope is a visible sign of Jesus and the symbol of unity 
for the Church. Together with the bishops, and as their head, he is 
the universal teacher and governor of the Church. The bishops are 
visible signs of Jesus in each locality and the symbol of unity for
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the Church there. Each diocesan bishop is the principal teacher 
and governor of the Church in that locality. Throughout the world, 
all the bishops, together with the Pope, are the official witnesses 
to the faith of the whole Church and are responsible for its life, 
aided by the priests.

68. Is Christ present in each parish, diocese, and mission?

In each diocese, parish, and mission Christ is pre
sent, and by his power the one, holy, Catholic and 
Apostolic Church is gathered together.
Through the grace of the sacraments of baptism and the 

Eucharist Christ is present in us. The Christ-life within us means 
that we open our minds to him by faith so that we have the same 
outlook that he had. We open our hearts to him that he may live 
in us his own life of love and dedication to the Father. By this 
power the Catholic Church is gathered together even in the small
est parish.

Teacher reference: Principal Elements, no. 94

A. FILL IN THE BLANKS
1. The Church is a community b ecause  ; it is

................................. assembled by God. (63)
2. All people in the Church are united and equal as ..................(64)
3. In the Church every individual has a call from God, a vocation 

t o ................................... (65)
4. Each member of the Church deserves respect, since .............(66)
5. The work of the cause of Christ in the Church is directed by 

......................................... (67)
6. Christ is present in e a c h .................... , and ............................., and
by his power the one, holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church is

 (68)

B. BIBLE READING Matthew 5:1-16

The Sermon on the Mount
Seeing the great crowd of people following him, Jesus went up 

to the side of a mountain and sat down where all the people could see 
and hear him. These are some of the things which Jesus said that day:
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The Sermon on the Mount.
“Blessed are the poor in spirit: theirs is the kingdom of God. 

Blessed are the sorrowing: they shall be comforted. Blessed are the 
lowly: they shall inherit the land.

“Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for holiness: they shall 
have their fill.” Jesus meant that those people are blessed whose long
ing to be good is just as real as hunger and thirst. God gives good 
hearts to those who long for them.

Jesus said, “Blessed are they who show mercy: they will obtain
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mercy.” If we are kind to those who are weak and sinful and suffer
ing, God will remember it, and will be kind to us when we are weak 
and sinful

“Blessed are the pure of heart: for they shall see God. Blessed 
are the peacemakers: they shall be called children of God. Blessed 
are those persecuted for holiness’ sake: theirs is the kingdom of 
God.”

You have the blessing of Jesus when you try to do right, 
although your companions may make fun of you and try to stop you. 
When men sneer at you and say bad things about you because you 
trying to do the right thing, do not be discouraged. Be glad, you will 
have a great reward in heaven.

Jesus also said, “You are the salt of the earth. But what if salt 
goes flat? How can you restore its flavor? Then it is good for nothing 
but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. You are the light of the 
world. A city built upon a mountain cannot be hidden. Men do not 
light a lamp and then put it under a basket. They set it on a stand 
where it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, your light 
must shine before men so that they may see goodness in your acts 
and give praise to your Father in heaven.”

When w e love Jesus w e are like the salt of the earth. A s salt pre
serves things from rotting, w e  can keep the world from evil by our 
good example. We are the salt of the earth in the measure that we  
are holy.

A s Jesus is the light of the world by his holy doctrine and 
example, so too w e may be the light of the world by the brightness 
of our good example. By the light of our holy life w e can sca tter  the  
darkness of the spirit of the world.

Discussion:
1. What did Jesus say about those who are poor in spirit? About 

those who are sorrowing? About the lowly?
2. What did Jesus say about those who hunger and thirst for holi

ness? About those who show mercy?
3. What did Jesus say about the single-hearted? About the peace

makers? About those persecuted for holiness’ sake?
4. Why did Jesus say we should be the salt of the earth?
5. Why did Jesus say we should be the light of the world?
6. How can we see from Christ’s words that everyone in the Church 

is called to holiness?
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C. PRACTICE
1. Through Jesus Christ we have been made members of the fami

ly of God. We are joined to Christ and one another in a union 
which is far closer than any union on earth. Our Lord himself 
compared it to the marvelous union of the Blessed Trinity. 
Because we belong to the family of God we are a community, we 
are never alone. We are one with Christ and one with one anoth
er in the union of the Mystical Body of Christ here on earth. So 
close is this union that whatever we do or fail to do to one anoth
er we do or fail to do to Christ himself. The things which separate 
us from one another—wealth, social position, color of skin, dif
ference in nationality—are all small compared to the bond which 
unites us as members of Christ and one another. We must ever 
keep in mind the important fact that whatever we do to any man 
we do to Christ. We should make an effort to see Christ in our 
neighbor.

2. The center of the parish and the source of its life is Christ. He is 
truly present in the Eucharist. He is also present in the people 
who have the divine life of grace, but not in the sacramental way 
as in the Holy Eucharist. Christ is present, too, among the com
munity of Christians who meet with him in their midst. Through 
their meeting with one another in a spirit of brotherly love the 
people of the parish are a witness of Christ’s presence among 
them. They are the sign by which the world can know them as 
members of Christ’s kingdom.

JE S U S  SPEA KS:

“Deal with others as you would like them to deal with you. 
This is in accord with the Law and the Prophets.” (Mt 7:12)

“You did not choose me. Rather, I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go out and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so 
that the Father may give you whatever you ask him in my 
name.” (Jn 15:16)


