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Introduction: 

Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. 

These words of the Adsumus Sancte Spiritus (We are present, Holy Spirit) truly formed and 
informed the work of the Diocese of Jackson as we faced some unique and not so unique 
challenges in gathering the people of God to pray, reflect, and discern where the Holy Spirit is 
leading us.  

From the beginning of our planning to the last listening session the Holy Spirit has accompanied 
us in this synodal process in ways we could not have imagined. We began with the 
understanding that this process could be contentious due to difficult events experienced in our 
diocese over the past few years including a federal investigation of a former priest of the diocese 
and the clergy sexual abuse crisis. Desiring a constructive way forward we intentionally centered 
our process in prayer guided by Scripture. It was incredibly important that we conducted 
opportunities for synodal listening that did not further fracture an already polarized Church. It 
was imperative that we find a way to honor the voices of the people of God in a way that fostered 
the four marks of the Church: One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic.  

In the Diocese of Jackson, we have a large geographic footprint with a small percentage of 
Catholics relative to the whole population. In our initial conversations with some clergy there 
was a hesitancy to participate which was not a surprise given the demands of ministry. The 
synod may have felt like one more thing on an already long to-do list. The best way to animate 
the process and demonstrate its value in our diocese was to have our parish leaders experience 
the process we developed firsthand. This initial listening happened during Advent. All but four 
of our active priests attended a session. In addition, we offered a session for our deacons and Lay 
Ecclesial Ministers. We were incredibly grateful for the attendance of clergy and lay leaders. 
Moreover, we were surprised by the robust conversations at each of the sessions. We concluded 
after this first phase two things: first, our process was solid and second, that people were 
hungering for opportunities to be together. Giving the ordained and lay leaders the opportunity to 
experience the process we were proposing allowed them to see that it was not an overwhelming 
process and that it did not promote disorder.  

Gathering the people of God was challenged by the uptick in the Omicron variant of COVID-19 
in December 2021 and January 2022. We made an adjustment in our timeline to give parishes an 
opportunity to come together in a safer environment. We were overwhelmed that nearly 100 
percent of our parishes and missions participated as did all four of our Catholic high schools, two 
college campus ministries, two women’s religious communities, several parish high school 



religious education cohorts, our seminarians, both cohorts in our deaconate program, our 
chancery department leadership, staff and leadership from Catholic Charities, and men from one 
of the prisons in Mississippi. The graces that poured forth from our process were confirmed and 
affirmed across all demographics. The heart and mind of the people of God regardless of age, 
ethnicity, or background found alignment in a desire for healing and unity.  

Our effort was led by a core team which included our Bishop, a well-respected priest in the 
diocese, and a member of the chancery leadership team. The core team reflected on our reality in 
the diocese and after several sessions of prayerful discernment determined the best way for us to 
undertake the Synod in our diocese. The core team gathered a Synod Advisory Council made up 
of members from each of our six deaneries. Rooted in prayer we used three passages from St. 
Luke’s Gospel to direct our conversation toward communion, participation, and mission. The 
gospel readings were the Sermon on the Plain, the parable of the Good Samaritan, and the Road 
to Emmaus.  

Led by the Spirit, the process was developed to meet people where they are. Further, it 
encouraged group dialogue and required consensus. We determined that fostering intentional 
listening requires an openness to the other. In that way we could begin to see one another as 
God’s beloved and were disarmed of our dualistic tendencies. Using the gospel stories provided 
a common understanding from which to build our own stories. Our familiarity with the people 
Jesus encountered underscoring who he calls us to be was a perfect way to begin our synodal 
process.  

We asked the same two fundamental questions after the individual reading of the three scripture 
passages: (1) What is this Scripture saying to us as a church? What is it calling us to do? And (2) 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, what can our Church do or change to respond to this reading?  

Touched by scandal and the pent-up frustrations from the COVID-19 lock down we knew that 
without an intentional prayerful process these sessions would digress into gripe sessions at best. 
Allowing for an airing of one’s grievances was important to us, but we had a foundational desire 
to make our time together as constructive as possible. In addition to developing consensus 
statements from each small group at the local listening sessions, attendees were also given an 
opportunity to express for themselves the one essential thing that must be addressed in order for 
the Church to move forward in a healthy way. While we understood that in and of itself the 
synodal process was not intended to produce a pastoral plan, we knew that if we listened closely 
to what the people were saying these individual concerns would help us better understand how to 
move forward as a diocese. 

Body of the Synthesis: The Principal Fruits of Discernment 

Before we ever imagined a universal Synod on Synodality the Diocese of Jackson was actively 
engaged with the writings of Pope Francis. Three documents helped form our understanding and 
served as a foundation for this synod. First, was the wisdom of the young Church as articulated 
in Christus Vivit, (Christ Alive) second, was the power of human fraternity advocated in Fratelli 
Tutti, (On Fraternity and Social Friendship) and third, was the harsh but optimistic reality 
presented in Let Us Dream. All three of these documents had been used for book clubs with our 



Bishop and members of the chancery staff over the past few years. Our shared experience in 
reading these documents together made entering this synodal process feel personal. It felt as if 
Pope Francis had carefully prepared us for the work of the Synod on Synodality. We often share 
our gratitude for the time we spent with these three documents. 

THE WISDOM OF THE YOUNG CHURCH 

Our love for the young Church compelled us to seek their wisdom as we saw them with the most 
to gain or lose if this moment of Synodality was not properly explored. We used the same 
process for both Catholic schools and parishes. We asked that ninth graders read the Good 
Samaritan, tenth graders read the Sermon on the Plain, and eleventh and twelfth graders read the 
Road to Emmaus. They were all asked the same questions: (1) In your own words what is Jesus 
asking you to do? and, (2) What can our Church do to change or respond to your needs as a 
Catholic Christian?  

When asked what Jesus is asking you to do? the teens responded: 

• Serve/Help others 

• Keep an open heart and mind; Be merciful 

• Be inclusive of others 

• See Christ in everyone 

Through the process of thoughtful prayer and discernment, our teens clearly see their call to be 
the hands, feet, and heart of Christ in the world. They articulated a need for authenticity in how 
we serve, include, and welcome others.  

On the question of what can our Church do or change to respond to your needs as a Catholic 
Christian? A sample of responses include, 

“Be less intimidating.” 

“I am a science person. I need proof. Help me understand the why.” 

“I am gay. Help my parents accept me.” 

“The good Samaritan ignored the social differences between himself and the victim in the 
name of mercy. This is the mindset we should have today.”  

“Let us not be so quick to judge.” 

Just over 40 percent of the high school students enrolled in our four Catholic high schools are 
Catholic. We serve a large non-Catholic student community. Responses from the non-Catholic 
students reflected two major sentiments: 

“Please stop making out like the Catholic religion is superior to other religions.” 

“I am not Catholic, but I would change the hypocrisy.” 



Echoed in the young Church were themes we heard in Christus Vivit. The young Church 
articulated a desire for leaders who are humble and live their faith. They also asked for more 
opportunities for meaningful service; to take care of the poor. Like the Good Samaritan, the 
young Church is asking us to pour wine and oil into the wounds of those in most need of hope 
and healing. They called for leaders to be more authentic in words and actions; to stop being 
hypocritical. They asked for better preaching; to be more relevant and address issues that matter. 
They asked that the Church stop using religion to support political views. They called us to be 
better examples of faith in action. And they asked the Church to be more welcoming of others 
regardless of faith tradition, culture, and/or sexual orientation (LGBTQ). They further asked we 
meet people where they are. 

There were some content voices who expressed an affirmation that everything is fine just the 
way it is. But by and large, the young Church asked to be taken seriously. They want to be seen, 
valued, and heard.  

Bishop Kopacz was travelling one weekend and visited a small parish in northwestern 
Mississippi. Between Masses he dropped by the high school Confirmation class. As luck would 
have it, they were undertaking the synod process that weekend. There was a genuine reciprocity 
of graces in that encounter. For the young people in that class their Bishop, the very person who 
asked them to undertake this process, the very person who would in the coming weeks Confirm 
them was present to them. For our Bishop, he saw firsthand how engaged the young people were 
in the process. A few weeks after the encounter at their parish, the same young people were in 
attendance at the diocesan high school Confirmation retreat. They were delighted to serve as 
altar servers at Mass with the Bishop as they had done a few weeks prior in their home parish. 
The power of presence cannot be overstated.  

The young Church is extremely comfortable speaking truth to power. Through our listening we 
recognize the importance of making room for them at the table in meaningful ways. We can no 
longer call them the Church of the future. They are as Pope Francis says, “The Church of the 
now.” What we read and what we have heard calls us to intentional investment of time, treasure, 
and talent in the young Church. If young people are to take us seriously, we are to take them 
seriously first. They hear what we teach but often do not see the connection between our 
teaching and our actions. A radical re-imagining of presence is required to meet them where they 
are and show them authentically why they need the Church. Moreover, we need to demonstrate 
to the young Church why we need them. One creative catechist asked their students if they had a 
question for Pope Francis to write it on the back of their reflection papers. The students 
responded enthusiastically!  

A consistent message in Pope Francis’ encyclicals and letters is a call to a culture of encounter. 
There are defining moments as well as refining moments in all our lives. The process of 
Synodality provided us an opportunity to question what a culture of encounter would look like in 
the Diocese of Jackson. The young Church is calling us to authentic listening, intentional 
accompaniment, and a re-envisioning of how we catechize. If we continue to use a classroom 
setting and teach from a textbook without opportunities for meaningful experiences of faith, 



formation will remain a wholly intellectual process. Witnessing faith in action was a theme that 
we heard over and over from the young Church. 

In one of our small rural Hispanic parishes the adults asked that we engage the young Church as 
learners and leaders. If we are to move beyond faith that is transactional to a faith that is 
transformational, we have to be willing to accompany the young Church on the road that leads to 
encounter. This is not an overwhelming task but one that calls us to rethink faith formation. They 
are not asking for better textbooks. They are searching for meaning that can only be experienced 
in genuine encounter. No one curriculum or program will save our faith, no matter how good in 
content. What is required is a ministry of presence. When religious educators are air traffic 
controllers or gate keepers, we can rest assured that the young Church will leave when they have 
an opportunity to do so. We need to see one another, eye to eye, and move beyond the 
distractions of labels and judgement and see the other as Beloved. The young Church has a great 
degree of compassion for the other. May we learn from them how to advocate, encounter, and 
accompany those who are not like us.  

THE NEED FOR GREATER FRATERNITY 

Our local listening underscored a clarion call for unity and healing. The call for unity came 
through on several levels. First, there was a call for unity in our diversity. There were some 
members of our traditionally African American parishes who called for integration of parishes. 
Those voices advocating for the integration of parishes cited that the model of segregated 
parishes no longer reflects societal norms. Additionally, COVID has left many of our 
traditionally African American parishes with few members left in the pews. Young African 
Americans have in many cases moved to larger cities or married outside of the Catholic Church 
and no longer identify as Catholic. This exodus of young African American Catholics has left 
behind smaller, older communities. Our traditionally African American parishes have 
contributed so much to the rich history and vitality of the Church in Mississippi. The need to join 
the traditionally Anglo parishes may come as the reality of maintaining two parishes in the same 
community is a strain on resources. Sensitivity to the history and contribution of both Anglo and 
African American communities is a priority as we continue to work to meet the needs of all 
Catholics in the diocese. 

Our Hispanic community looks vastly different than it did fifteen to-20 years ago. Gone are the 
days that Hispanic ministry solely served the needs of migrant communities as they came and 
left to work in our agricultural sector. Many communities throughout the diocese have well 
established Hispanic congregations. Many of our Hispanic high school youth were born and 
raised in Mississippi and have as much of a Southern accent as any of our Anglo teens. For the 
young Church they have been raised side by side with their African American and Anglo 
contemporaries. For older Hispanics, depending on their immigration status and how long they 
have lived in the US, the needs of the communities vary widely.  

The strained political discourse in this country has taken a toll on the faithful. Many requested 
that politics be taken out of the Church. While in reality politics can never be totally removed 
from the Church, it is entirely possible to lessen the divisive rhetoric. We know the Catholic vote 



in 2020 was evenly split between the two major parties. The overflow of divisive, often tribal 
thinking that is evident in American political life has spilled into our sanctuaries. We read in 
Mark 3:25, “And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand.”  As 
part of the call to unity, we understand that we must find ways that clergy and lay leaders 
promote the values and teachings of the Church without regard to conservative or liberal 
agendas.  

We heard a call for the Church to be a safe place where different points of view and different 
spiritual expressions find a home. The biggest barrier to unity is our ability to disarm ourselves 
of our weapons of choice -- be they words or actions. If we are to provide a big umbrella that 
covers the spectrum of spirituality and theological perspectives, then everyone needs to make 
room for the other. In Fratelli Tutti, Pope Francis calls us to re-discover love. He states, "Love, 
then, is more than just a series of benevolent actions. Those actions have their source in a union 
increasingly directed towards others, considering them of value, worthy, pleasing, and beautiful 
apart from their physical or moral appearances"  (Francis 2020).  

The work of healing requires prayerful consideration. The hurt experienced by the Church varies 
from person to person. The areas of healing range from providing a more reasonable process for 
annulments, to creating space for the LGBTQ community, to overcoming racial and ethnic 
divisions, and to handling the continued fallout from the sexual abuse scandal. Allowing people 
to name their hurts is extremely powerful. We discerned that while we may be operating in a 
more transparent way, we still need to provide opportunities for those hurt by the Church to be 
heard. An often-mentioned request was for the Church to take ownership of its mistakes. The 
Church can easily be circumscribed by ongoing litigation, but as soon as possible we should 
make the effort to own our mistakes, apologize to those impacted by our actions, and make every 
effort to provide reconciliation and restorative justice.  

CASTING OUR DREAMS 

 Let Us Dream by Pope Francis was the inspiration for the process we developed for the ten 
regional listening sessions that our Bishop held throughout the diocese. We visited each of the 
six deaneries with listening sessions in English and held an additional four sessions in Spanish at 
key locations with high Hispanic presence.  

Fueled by the positive input from the local synod sessions, our desire was to encourage the 
people of God to dream. Active listening is foundational to discernment. Hashing and rehashing 
the shortcomings of our reality is debilitating and gives way to inertia. Dreaming allows us to 
claim the Church we want to be. Dreaming creates an energy that speaks to possibility and 
dismantles the narrative that we are too poor, too small, too restricted to fully live the beauty of 
our faith. 

In many ways these sessions affirmed what we heard and discerned from the local listening 
sessions. The affirmation and confirmation that we were on a hopeful path was extremely 
satisfying. Seeking what the Church might look like as we strive to move from where we are to 
where we hope to be proved to be a bit more difficult. We asked for concrete ideas; we asked the 
faithful to further define the vision. We all want unity; we all want to retain the young Church; 



we all want racial reconciliation. The question we asked is what does that look like? Sometimes 
the most important part of a conversation is in asking the questions. Perhaps the real work will 
begin when we intentionally gather again and again in different forums and locations to hammer 
away at the things that divide, deflate, and defeat us.  

To be certain, there is a chasm between the more traditional Catholics including some young 
adults and the more progressive community. We heard both a call for preserving the Latin Mass 
and lifting the rules of celibacy so that married men can become priests and priests can marry. 
Expanding the role of women as deacons and priests was also raised. Deeply rooted in the 
passionate views of both communities and everyone in between is a genuine desire for a better 
Church. Those who showed up did so because they felt called to be part of the conversation. We 
also heard a call for a better understanding of Scripture, for better adult formation, and for an 
expansion of formal formation of the laity for ministry roles within the Church.  

We are grateful that we were able to gather for the regional sessions in a safer time with regard 
to the pandemic. Being able to see one another regardless of how much we agreed or disagreed 
with what they were saying was a gift in itself. Not surprising, some people came with an agenda 
knowing beforehand what they wanted to say to the bishop without regard to the process. 
Perhaps, especially for such persons it is incumbent for the chancery leadership to examine their 
concerns and where possible, seek to address them. One great outcome of the regional listening 
sessions with Bishop Kopacz were those moments when the faithful felt empowered to do 
something about the things that matter to them. We have begun the work of Synodality in our 
gatherings, in our listening, and in our discernment of a path forward.  

At the conclusion of one of our regional listening sessions a young boy from one of our Catholic 
elementary schools approached the diocesan staff who facilitated the meeting. He was likely a 
second or third grader. He had attended the session with his mother. He excused himself for 
interrupting and handed her a piece of paper. He said he wanted to turn in his paperwork. He 
circled the heading titled Unity and Healing. In big block letters he wrote, “To love and respect 
and to forgive. And we should be loving people.”  The wisdom of this young boy attests to the 
overflow moment we have been given.  

I’m thinking of great rivers that gently swell, so gradually that you hardly notice them, 
but then the moment comes, and they burst their banks and pour forth. In our society, 
God’s mercy breaks out at such “overflow moments”: bursting out, breaking the 
traditional confines that have kept so many people from what they deserve, shaking up 
our roles and our thinking...I see an overflow of mercy spilling out in our midst. Hearts 
have been tested. The crisis has called forth in some a new courage and compassion. 
Some have been sifted and have responded with the desire to reimagine our world; others 
have come to the aid of those in need in concrete ways that can transform our neighbor’s 
suffering. That fills me with hope that we might come out of this crisis better. But we 
have to see clearly, choose well, and act right. Let’s talk about how. Let’s allow God’s 
words to Isaiah to speak to us: Come, let us talk this over. Let us dare to dream. (Francis, 
Let Us Dare to Dream 2021) 



We clearly witnessed the many streams that were feeding into the overflow moments brought 
forth by the synod process. They are still forming, flowing, and directing the mission of the 
diocese; the work of Synodality never ends. 

Conclusions: 

There were three major themes that came from our discernment. We heard an overwhelming call 
for  

 1. Healing and Unity,  

 2. Adult Formation for Evangelization, and  

 3. Education of Children and Youth  

We also heard a call for greater lay leadership in the Church and education/formation of lay 
leaders; adult faith formation centered on Scripture, the Eucharist, and basic Church teaching; 
evangelization of adults and youth to learn to share faith; active youth programs to reach and 
retain the young Church; and to continue to rebuild trust and increase transparency.  

We stated many times over that the good news of the Synod on Synodality is that we do not have 
to wait for a document from Rome or for that matter a pastoral letter from our Bishop to begin 
the work of Synodality. This process of deep listening has reminded us to be more intentional. 
For example, we had a Holy Hour for the Victims of Sexual Abuse on Divine Mercy Sunday at 
the Cathedral. It is our hope that this will be a staple each year. Prior to our listening we may 
have had one or the other, or even both, but we likely would have not seen the obvious 
connection.  

One of the first steps toward becoming a synodal Church is a real effort to rebuild a sense of 
community. Central to this mission is continuing to gather for dialogue. One of the more 
interesting groups that shared the synod process together was the leadership from the chancery. 
We had just recently returned to in person meetings after nearly two years of Zoom meetings and 
working together in isolation in our individual offices. It was refreshing to sit around the 
conference table and truly see one another. Our conversation was robust as we sought ways to 
animate faith in the Body of Christ in our diocese. What we all saw was our need to go out – to 
be present in our schools and parishes and gather to talk, brainstorm, and yes, dream. One staff 
member spoke of Jesus’ love of food, as he was known to invite himself to supper. One such 
person he made such an overture to was Zacchaeus. She said that we need to start having 
Zacchaeus dinners all over the diocese. What a great opportunity we have coming out of the 
pandemic to meet people where they are and ask them where they want to be. Instead of giving 
them a program to achieve what it is they want to accomplish how wonderful it would be to 
accompany them, support them, and affirm their journey. Our hope is to begin a series of 
Zacchaeus dinners this Summer. 

We conducted one session at Catholic Charities with staff from all the various departments. 
Comparing the session with the Chancery leadership team, all of whom are Catholic, with the 
staff at Catholic Charities revealed the depth of our shared mission. Charities staff is mostly 



made up of non-Catholic, African American women. The participants, nearly 70 in total, saw 
their role, regardless of job title, as animators of the Gospel. Their consensus statements were 
affirmations of their role to serve God’s people. The session with Charities felt like a retreat as 
much as a listening session. They were attentive listeners, and the work of process was in 
revealing the blueprint that Jesus provides in the Gospels for them to live and work. 

Overall, the organic nature of the local listening was very horizontal in that it was not as much a 
top-to-bottom or bottom-to-top approach but moving side to side for context and response. Some 
things we heard we readily understood are examined at higher levels of the hierarchy. Other 
things the diocese can influence, while others are local issues that seek local solutions. We heard 
a call for better formation of adults. This is an area for partnership between the diocese and local 
communities. Another issue we heard from many participants was a call for better catechesis and 
understanding of the Eucharist. Our celebrations and activities throughout the year underscore 
our commitment to listening to what the people of God need from the Church. These are 
examples of the many streams that are feeding the synodal process.  

We are celebrating the Year of the Eucharist in the diocese this year. Our diocesan efforts will be 
taken up into the three-year National Eucharistic Revival to be launched by the USCCB, a 
grassroots revival of devotion and belief in the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. Like the 
disciples in the Emmaus narrative, we recognize the Lord in the Eucharist as the fountain of 
healing and hope, unity, and mission. 

Throughout the process we were intentional about gathering in person. We chose not to solicit 
responses through surveys or on-line solicitations. The benefit of gathering was affirmed in those 
first few meetings with clergy during Advent. Perhaps because of this we were readily able to 
see that the people of God want more from the Church. The desire to gather as community was 
palpable. There is still a tremendous sense of loss in recognizing those who have not returned to 
Mass after the Churches were reopened in the Summer of 2020. There is a desire to re-member 
our parishes, but a recognition that we do not know how to do so. One priest challenged us in 
one regional listening session to question what it is we are asking them to return to. This 
poignant remark left our team questioning how we can help parishes navigate that return in a 
meaningful way. Our human hearts are longing for community and connection. What we are 
connecting to and how we get there present a great challenge.  

Moving out of the pandemic it feels like a good opportunity for a hard reset. We are searching 
for the way or ways to reimagine transmitting our Catholic faith in the Diocese of Jackson that 
honors our deep tradition and past but also seeks to provide for a more inclusive future as one. 
Our desire for unity will only be achieved if we work to be one. All the catechesis in the world is 
for naught if we remain entrenched in our own camps. Breaking down the man-made barriers 
that divide us will not be easy. Forces within and from the outside of the Church have worked 
tirelessly to divide people. Recognizing that the Church is big enough to make room for 
everyone is the one thing that will save us from further fracture. In the 2019 book on Pope 
Francis, Discovering Pope Francis: The Roots of Jorge Mario Bergoglio’s Thinking, Brian Yee, 
et al., captures how we move beyond the cultural wars and regain our oneness: 



In the cultural wars of the recent past the church has defended the fundamental values of 
our civilization. We must however ask ourselves:  Is it possible to defend Christian (and 
natural) values in the public arena if their root—faith in the living presence of Jesus 
Christ—has dried up? If the root is rotten the tree will fall. We must become missionary 
disciples: before preaching the law, we must enter the hearts of the people. Only then will 
we be able to speak with authority, and only then will our people feel that the law is not 
an external imposition but the answer to the most profound desire of their hearts. 

(Brian Y Lee 2019) 

We are all one in Christ Jesus, the Way, the Truth, and the Life. The truth of our faith is 
beautiful. We realize that before we can speak to others about that beauty, we must first see it in 
ourselves – our messy, diverse, complicated selves. 

Appendices: 

1) Local Listening Process -- PowerPoint

2) Bishop Kopacz’s Regional Listening Process -- PowerPoint

3) Catholic High School Highlights -- PowerPoint

3) Synod at a Glance: By the Numbers

4) Regional Hispanic Listening 
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LET US PRAY,

Leader: Holy Spirit, Spirit of Truth, be with us as we reflect upon 
your calling for the Church today. May we discern with care and 
courage. Knowing that it is you, gentle God, who holds us with 
tenderness and mercy. Protect us from divisiveness, weariness, and 
anxiety. Bless us with the sure knowledge of your presence and 
providence, now and always. God of Mercy, stir up in us the same 
passion that impelled the Blessed Mother to respond to her call. 
This we ask in Jesus’s name. 

Amen.



A reading from the 
Gospel according to Luke

Luke 1:46-55

And Mary said: “My soul proclaims the 
greatness of the Lord; my spirit rejoices in 
God my savior. For he has looked upon his 
handmaid’s lowliness; behold, from now on 
will all ages call me blessed. The Mighty One 
has done great things for me, and holy is his 
name.  His mercy is from age to age to those 
who fear him. He has shown might with his 
arm, dispersed the arrogant of mind and 
heart.  He has thrown down the rulers from 
their thrones but lifted up the lowly.  The 
hungry he has filled with good things; the rich 
he has sent away empty. He has helped Israel 
his servant, remembering his mercy, 
according to his promise to our fathers, to 
Abraham and to his descendants forever.
The Gospel of the Lord

R. Praise to you LORD, Jesus Christ!



THE ANGELUS

V/ The angel of the Lord 
declared unto Mary

R/ And she conceived by the 
Holy Spirit.

V/ Hail Mary full of grace, the 
Lord is with thee Blessed art 
thou among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb, Jesus.

R/ Holy Mary, Mother of 
God,Pray for us sinners now 
and at the hour of our death. 
Amen.



V/ Behold the handmaid of the 
Lord

R/ Be it done unto me according 
to thy word.

V/ Hail Mary full of grace, ...

R/ Holy Mary, Mother of God, ...

V/ And the WORD was made 
flesh

R/ And dwelt among us.



V/ Hail Mary full of grace, ...

R/ Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, ...

V/ Pray for us, O Holy 
Mother of God

R/ That we may be made 
worthy of the promises of 
Christ.



Leader: As we look to 
Mary for her example 
of fidelity, 
selflessness, and 
surrender, let us call 
upon the Holy Spirit 
to guide us as we 
embark on this 
synodal process of 
discernment and 
listening. 



Come, Holy Spirit, come.

And from your celestial home

Shed a ray of light divine.

Come, Father of the poor.

Come, source of all our store.

Come, within our bosoms shine.

You, of comforters the best;

You, the soul’s most welcome guest;

Sweet refreshment here below;



In our labor, rest most sweet;

Grateful coolness in the heat;

Solace in the midst of woe.

O most blessed Light divine,

Shine within these hearts of yours,

And our inmost being fill.

Where you are not, we have naught,

Nothing good in deed or thought,

Nothing free from taint of ill.



Heal our wounds, our strength 
renew;

On our dryness pour your dew;

Wash the stains of guilt away:

Bend the stubborn heart and will;

Melt the frozen, warm the chill;

Guide the steps that go astray.

On the faithful, who adore

And confess you, evermore

In your sevenfold gift descend;



Give them virtue’s sure reward;

Give them your salvation, Lord;

Give them joys that never end.

Amen. Alleluia.



Let us pray,

Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we who have known 
the incarnation of your Son Jesus Christ, announced by an angel to 
the Virgin Mary, may by his cross and passion be brought to the 
glory of his resurrection; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, God, now and forever.

Amen.



OPENING 
REMARKS AND 

INTRODUCTIONS



Prayer for the Synod on Synodality

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. 
With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; teach 
us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it.

We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let 
ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our 
actions.

Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal 
life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right.

All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the 
communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen.



THE PROCESS

We will be hearing three Gospel accounts which direct us 
toward Communion – Participation – and Mission.

We will observe a few minutes of quiet reflection after 
each reading. 

When instructed, at the tables you will be asked to 
answer two questions. Select a member of your team to 
record your responses.



THE SERMON ON THE PLAIN Lk 6:20-26

Listen

Reflect

Discuss
• What is this Scripture saying to us as a church?  What is it calling us to do?

• Guided by the Holy Spirit, what can our Church do or change to respond to this 
reading?



Sermon on the Plain  Luke 6:20-26

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke:

20  And raising his eyes toward his disciples he said:  “Blessed are you who are poor, for the 
kingdom of God is yours. 21 Blessed are you who are now hungry, for you will be satisfied. 
Blessed are you who are now weeping, for you will laugh. 22 Blessed are you when people 
hate you, and when they exclude and insult you, and denounce your name as evil on 
account of the Son of Man.

23 Rejoice and leap for joy on that day! Behold, your reward will be great in heaven. For 
their ancestors treated the prophets in the same way. 24 But woe to you who are rich, for 
you have received your consolation. 25 But woe to you who are filled now, for you will be 
hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will grieve and weep. 26 Woe to you when all 
speak well of you, for their ancestors treated the false prophets in this way.

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!



THE GOOD SAMARITAN Lk 10:29-37

Listen

Reflect

Discuss
• What is this Scripture saying to us as a church?  What is it calling us to do?

• Guided by the Holy Spirit, what can our Church do or change to respond to this 
reading?



The Parable of the Good Samaritan Luke 10: 29-37

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke:

29  But because he wished to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 Jesus 
replied, “A man fell victim to robbers as he went down from Jerusalem to Jericho. They stripped and 
beat him and went off leaving him half-dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down that road, but 
when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side. 32 Likewise a Levite came to the place, and 
when he saw him, he passed by on the opposite side.

33 But a Samaritan traveler who came upon him was moved with compassion at the sight. 34 He 
approached the victim, poured oil and wine over his wounds and bandaged them. Then he lifted 
him up on his own animal, took him to an inn and cared for him.

35 The next day he took out two silver coins and gave them to the innkeeper with the instruction, 
‘Take care of him. If you spend more than what I have given you, I shall repay you on my way back.’ 
36 Which of these three, in your opinion, was neighbor to the robbers’ victim?” 37 He answered, 
“The one who treated him with mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!



THE ROAD TO EMMAUS Lk 24:13-25

Listen

Reflect

Discuss

• What is this Scripture saying to us as a church?  What is it calling us to 
do?

• Guided by the Holy Spirit, what can our Church do or change to 
respond to this reading?



The Road to Emmaus Luke 24:13-35

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke:

13 Now that very day two of them were going to a village seven miles from Jerusalem called 
Emmaus, 14 and they were conversing about all the things that had occurred. 15And it happened 
that while they were conversing and debating, Jesus himself drew near and walked with them, 16 
but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him.

17 He asked them, “What are you discussing as you walk along?” They stopped, looking downcast. 
18 One of them, named Cleopas, said to him in reply, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who 
does not know of the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19 And he replied to them, 
“What sort of things?” They said to him, “The things that happened to Jesus the Nazarene, who was 
a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20 how our chief priests and 
rulers both handed him over to a sentence of death and crucified him. 21 But we were hoping that 
he would be the one to redeem Israel; and besides all this, it is now the third day since this took 
place.

22 Some women from our group, however, have astounded us: they were at the tomb early in the 
morning 23 and did not find his body; they came back and reported that they had indeed seen a 
vision of angels who announced that he was alive. 24 Then some of those with us went to the tomb 
and found things just as the women had described, but him they did not see.”



25 And he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are! How slow of heart to believe all 
that the prophets spoke! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer 
these things and enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the 
prophets, he interpreted to them what referred to him in all the scriptures. 28 As 
they approached the village to which they were going, he gave the impression that 
he was going on farther. 29 But they urged him, “Stay with us, for it is nearly 
evening and the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.

30 And it happened that, while he was with them at table, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke it, and gave it to them. 31 With that their eyes were opened and 
they recognized him, but he vanished from their sight. 32Then they said to each 
other, “Were not our hearts burning [within us] while he spoke to us on the way 
and opened the scriptures to us?” 33 So they set out at once and returned to 
Jerusalem where they found gathered together the eleven and those with them 34 
who were saying, “The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon!” 35 
Then the two recounted what had taken place on the way and how he was made 
known to them in the breaking of the bread.

The Gospel of the Lord

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!



BLUE CARD

After reflecting on and 
processing the readings, 

use consensus to write “One 
Essential Action” that must be 
taken for the future of our 
Church. Write your response on 
the blue card.



Individual Index Card..

Please fill in the blank to the following:

For me, the most important thing/need is for the Church to:

_________________________________________________



CLOSING 
PRAYER

As we take our leave let us pray for the Church. 
That we may journey as companions, side by side 
one another on the same road. 

For listening ears. That our hearts and minds be 
open to listening to others without prejudice.

For the gift of speaking out. That we be 
encouraged in this Synod journey to speak with 
courage, integrating freedom, truth, and love.

For a Church that celebrates. That our journey 
together in the coming months will be based on 
listening together to the Word of God and the 
celebration on the Eucharist in the communion 
of the People of God.



For our participation in the Mission of Christ. That through our Synodal journey together, we may 
grow in our shared responsibility of the mission that is entrusted to us.

For true dialogue in the Church and in Society. That through a path of perseverance, patience, and 
mutual understanding, we may be attentive to the experience of persons and peoples.

For the unity of Christians. That dialogue between Christians of different denominations, united by 
one Baptism, may radiate with new brightness on this Synodal journey.

For the exercise of authority and participation in the People of God. That the Synodal roots of the 
Church will bear fruit in new ways of being at the service of one another at all levels of the Body of 
Christ.

For our discernment to be led by the Holy Spirit. That all decisions made on this Synodal path may 
be discerned though a consensus that flows from our common obedience to the Holy Spirit.

For a spirituality of journeying together. That we may be formed as disciples of Christ, as families, 
as communities, and as human beings, through our experience of this Synodal journey.



CATHOLIC DIOCESE 
OF JACKSON

SYNOD ON SYNODALITY

LISTENING SESSION 
WITH BISHOP KOPACZ

Communion-Participation-Mission



PRAYER SERVICE

REGIONAL LISTENING 
SESSIONS

SYNOD ON SYNODALITY

WITH BISHOP KOPACZ

DIOCESE OF JACKSON



OPENING PRAYER

Leader: Let us pray, You fill us with hope; you call us to deeper hope, to dreams still 
undreamed, and to visions still becoming. Awaken us to a deeper way of seeing. Awaken 
us to a brighter vision that our diocese may be a place of healing, peace, and hope for all. 
We ask this in faith. Amen.

A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke (Luke 4:18-20)

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to let the oppressed go free, 19 and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.” 

20 Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat down, and the eyes of 
all in the synagogue looked intently at him. 21 He said to them, “Today this scripture 
passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”

The Gospel of the Lord Thanks be to God



All: God of our hopes and dreams, the love 
you offer always exceeds the furthest 
expression of our human longing, for you 
are greater than the human heart.

By the power of your Spirit, make us 
dreamers of your dream for ourselves and 
for our world.

Give us the faith and vision to make that 
dream a reality.

Direct each thought, effort of our life, so 
that the limits of our faults and weaknesses 
may not obscure the vision of your glory or 
keep us from the peace you have promised.

We ask this in name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.



Welcome and 
Remarks from 
Bishop Kopacz



TONIGHT’S 
PROCESS

• Review: What we heard.

• Address: What we cannot influence (Issues 
beyond Diocesan authority).

• Listen: To the concrete ideas you have to 
address the three priorities that have emerged 
from our local sessions. 

• Pray: For the continued success of the Synod 
on Synodality.



WHAT IS OUR DREAM?

“I’m thinking of great rivers that gently swell, so 
gradually that you hardly notice them, but then 
the moment comes, and they burst their banks 
and pour forth. In our society, God’s mercy breaks 
out at such “overflow moments”: bursting out, 
breaking the traditional confines that have kept 
so many people from what they deserve, shaking 
up our roles and our thinking. The overflow is to 
be found in the … creative ways in which so many 
people have responded.”  

Pope Francis, Let Us Dream



“Journeying 
together — laity, 
pastors, the Bishop 
of Rome — is an 
easy concept to put 
into words, but not 
so easy to put into 
practice” 

-Pope Francis



OUR JOURNEY
Is about being  vulnerable yet moving us toward a better place.



WHAT WE HEARD

Need to create community outreach opportunities both within the Church and 
larger community. Recommendations included: returning to the Corporal Acts of 
Mercy, outreach to inactive/lapsed Catholics, marginalized. 

Need for healing: marriages, annulments, LGBTQ, overcoming racial and ethnic 
divisions, sexual abuse scandal.

Need for unity: Politics has undermined the Church. We need to stick to teaching 
the faith without regard to progressive or conservative political agendas.



Focus on inclusiveness in all cultures and diverse communities. Create space for all
spiritualities to be fed.

Greater lay leadership in the Church and education/formation of lay leaders.

Adult faith formation: Scripture, Eucharist, basic Church teaching.

Evangelization: Learn in order to share our faith.

Active youth programs: Teaching faith and the Bible (Adults and Youth)

Reaching and retaining the young Church.

Young Church wants active learning.

A lack of trust-transparency.



We also 
heard…

Married Priests: Allowed married men to 
become priests and allow priests to marry.

Women Priests/Women Deacons

Latin Mass

Opening Communion/Sacraments

Annulment Process: Reform and Uniform



UNDERSTANDING 
OUR GOAL FOR 
THIS SESSION

There are issues addressed in our diocesan report 
that will be sent to the US Catholic Bishops in 
Washington that are not open for discussion today. 
We are focusing on issues we can address within 
the structure of the diocese.



Pope Francis

“We have to see clearly, 
choose well, and act right.

Let’s talk about how. Let’s 
allow God’s words to 
Isaiah to speak to us: 
Come, let us talk this over. 
Let us dare to dream” (Is. 
1:18).

Let Us Dream
(Prologue p. 4)



OUR PATH FORWARD

We will begin with the three priority outcomes from our discernment. 

1. Healing and Unity 

2. Adult Formation for Evangelization 

3. Education: Children and Youth 

Reflect for a minute how we in the diocese and at the local level can address these priorities 
giving concrete examples of how we successfully address them.

For the sake of time and a desire to hear from as many people as possible, please limit your 
discussion to one item. If you have other ideas, please turn those in on the paper provided 
at the end of today’s session.



THE NEXT STEP

The Synod Advisory Council will continue their work of synthesis for 
the 10-page document to be sent to the US Conference of Catholic 
Bishops later this Summer. 

The Diocese of Jackson’s synthesis paper will be shared with the 
people of God in the diocese.

Bishop Kopacz’s leadership team will look at the input from the local 
listening and these regional gatherings to craft a plan to respond to 
the needs identified in our process.



CLOSING REMARKS 



Prayer for the Synod on Synodality

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. 
With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; teach 
us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it.

We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let 
ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our 
actions.

Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal 
life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right.

All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the 
communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen.



Catholic Diocese of 
Jackson

SYNOD ON 
SYNODALITY

Communion-Participation-Mission



DIOCESE OF JACKSON
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 

SYNTHESIS

A SUMMARY 
OF SYNOD 

RESPONSES



"A time of trial is always 
a time of distinguishing 
the paths of the good 
that lead to the future 
from other paths that 
lead nowhere or 
backward. With clarity, 
we can better choose 
the first."

Pope Francis, Let Us Dream



THE 
PROCESS

We used the same process 
or both Catholic schools and 
parishes. We asked that 9th

graders read the Good 
Samaritan, 10th graders read 
the Sermon on the Plain, 
and 11th and 12th graders 
read the Road to Emmaus.



In your own words, what is Jesus asking you?

Serve/Help 
Others

1

Open Heart 
and Mind; Be 
Merciful

2

Be Inclusive of 
Others

3

See Christ in 
Everyone

4



What can our 
Church do or 
change to respond 
to your needs as a 
Catholic Christian?

More opportunities for service; take 
care of the poor.

Be more authentic in words and 
actions. Stop being hypocritical.

Better preaching; be more relevant 
and address issues that matter.

Stop using religion to support 
political views.

Be better examples of faith in action.

Be more welcoming of others (faiths, 
LBGTQ, cultures) and meet young 
people where they are.



Quotable

“Jesus loves us all and 
that is how the Church 
should be no matter 
race, gender, or 
sexuality.” 11th Grade



“Let us not be so 
quick to judge.” 11th

Grade

“Focus on our 
traditions and explain 
why we do what we 

do.” 12 Grade

“Homilies are not 
relatable. We need 

more interactive 
preaching.” 



“Everything is alright …good  … 
fine…perfect…change nothing.”

“Meet me where I am.” 
Grade 11

“Please re-write the Gospel 
passages because I have never 
been able to understand them.”



TRUTH 
TO 
POWER

“Be less intimidating.”

“I’m a science person. I need proof. Help me 
understand the why.”

“I am gay. Help my parents accept me.”

“The good Samaritan ignored the social 
differences between himself and the victim in 
the name of mercy. This is the mindset we 
should have today.” 



Non-Catholic 
Responses…

“Please stop making out like 
the Catholic religion is 
superior to other religions.”

“I am not Catholic, but I 
would change the 
hypocrisy.”



From the Funny File

“Stop being old, weird, and creepy!”



CORE VALUES



OUR YOUTH 
ARE ASKING 

TO BE:

•SEEN
•VALUED
•HEARD



HOW CAN WE 
MEET THIS 

CHALLENGE… TOGETHER



 

SYNOD ON SYNODALITY 

Communion – Participation - Mission 

Diocese of Jackson 

By the Numbers 

 

The Diocese of Jackson is the largest territorial diocese east of the Mississippi River. There are 72 
parishes and 19 missions spread out over the 37,643 square miles. However, the large geographic 
footprint does not hinder our mission. We firmly believe in a ministry of presence and presence requires 
us to meet God's people where they are.  

Catholics represent about two percent of the population in the diocese. Our minority status clearly offers 
us many opportunities to have conversations with our non-Catholic family, friends, and coworkers. 
Thankfully, most people are open to conversation and feel at ease asking questions about what Catholic 
believe. Our young people often express a sense of responsibility in knowing their faith in order to answer 
their non-Catholic friends who may have questions. We heard in our local listening and affirmed again in 
the regional listening sessions with Bishop Kopacz a desire for better catechesis and a greater 
understanding of Scripture, specifically Bible studies. 

 

 

Our local listening process was successful in part to it being centered in prayer and Scripture. 
Interestingly, we found the same major themes emerge across the various demographic groups that were 



gathered for the local listening sessions. The nature of how we set the sessions up does not allow for a 
weighted analysis of the responses because the number at each table group varied. The consensus piece 
did not reflect the same number of people for each Blue Card we collected. We did not get individual 
cards form every parish which is another factor that makes weighing the feedback dove difficult. The 
good news is that the issues we highlighted in our main report are issues that we read and heard 
repeatedly. Ranking them in terms of importance is difficult if we try to base the rank on the number of 
times we heard or read the same issue. The grace of discernment allows us to prayerfully plan our next 
steps in assuring the people of God that we heard them and that we care. 

One of the parish high school religious education catechists told their students if they had a question, they 
would like to ask Pope Francis to write it on the back of their synthesis paper. They all did. Our favorite 
responses include:  

 “What do you do with your personal time?” 

 “Pope Francis, do you believe the youth are import to the Church?” 

 “What is your favorite season?” 

 “If you could change your profession, what would you want to be?” 

“…when we go to a different life, is it going to be the same life that I have now, but different 
scenarios?” 

 “What is the hardest part about being the Pope?” 

 “Do you think your position as Pope makes you closer to God?” 

 “What made you decide to be so faithful to being Catholic?” 

 “What kind of car do you drive?” 

 And several versions of, “What did you do to become Pope?” 

During Lent, after the local listening sessions were concluded, Bishop Kopacz held regional listening 
sessions in each of our six deaneries and four regional listening sessions for Spanish speakers.  



 

We had hoped these sessions would give greater context to some of the themes we heard in our local 
listening. For example, many people talked about unity at the local sessions. In the regional sessions we 
were asking what greater unity would like. The session was set up as an opportunity to dream, as Pope 
Francis might say, but mostly got an affirmation of what was said at the local listening session. In the end, 
that information was helpful because out bishop heard directly from individuals what their concerns for 
the Church are. 



Perspective from the Hispanic Listening 

Diocese of Jackson 

 

Synodal spirituality forces us to see others as worthy companions on our path regardless of gender, 
nationality, ethnicity, economic condition or religious or political beliefs. It is important that we all learn 
to be active listeners, and our bishop is a role model for that. As he moves across parishes to meet 
others, sits down to listen, charitably presides over the community of faith, accepts comments, remarks 
-even criticism-and assumes them in his aim to find the good that may be in them, we can certainly do 
the same. 

 

What resonates with me more from what I heard through the four sessions in which I participated was 
that they began by talking about the need to focus on the family, strengthening couples as the 
responsibility for the education of their children relies on them. They asked for a school for parents to 
help them understand this generation of youth who are also facing big challenges; that could support 
them with their children’s education. There is no reason to believe that our children, adolescents, and 
youth are under the similar conditions of other generations; they are in the midst of a monumental 
transformation that changes the way of understanding everything. They also asked the parish to pay 
more attention to children, starting with Eucharistic Celebrations specifically designed for children and 
their parents.  

 

They also requested for adolescents and youth to have more active forms of participation in everything 
related to the liturgy, including experiences such as theater plays and other forms of art, both within 
and outside of the Sunday liturgy. In other words, for an increase in the number of experiences 
(including at the diocesan level) for adolescents and youth. They want more faith formation for life! 

 

The theme of “Focusing the Church's Action on the Couple and the Family” resonated a lot with the 
communities, as did the human, pisco-historical-spiritual formation. The attention placed on the 
people’s emotional and mental health was relevant, according to what was shared in the meetings; 
more so considering what is happening recently in the US. 

 

They also requested English classes for the elderly given that many of them do not even speak basic 
English and have issues communicating properly.  

 

There were also requests for basic and advanced Bible education for all coordinated by the diocese with 
clear pedagogical, catechetical, and content criteria, along with a sense of belonging conveyed by the 
diocese. Also, they asked for the opportunity for those who wish to continue advanced studies in 



Theology, Pastoral, Liturgy and Spirituality, among other topics. All training should be geared towards 
creating witnesses and evangelizers.  

 

Include training to help the Catholic community reach out to others - people who are not members of 
our faith community - with whom we can share our experience of God and community. We need to 
learn to express our concern for others and their well-being.  

 

They insisted on promoting different movements within the Church in a way that facilitates the 
opportunity for assent and conversion. 

 

To heal ethical divisions, community meetings were held; these were an opportunity to celebrate and 
recognize cultural diversity and its contribution to the community. Community festivals or outings could 
be held as a means of sharing the diversity of our cultural expression for the enjoyment of others. In one 
of the communities there is a group of brothers and sisters who meet periodically to get to know each 
other and share experiences they live in their interracial context.  

 

Some were Anglo-American and others were African American; perhaps this initiative could be further 
expanded and proposed as an intercultural meeting space for the entire diocese.  

 

On political-partisan issues, it was said that "The Church should not get involved in politics, but at the 
same time it should defend the rights of the unborn and denounce sin." There are big challenges in 
partisan divisions, and I was surprised that not enough alternatives were offered. 

 

People are looking for an experience of faith that will help them in life, and this point seems especially 
important to me: if faith does not help us to live, what is it for? The church must be that space where 
brothers and sisters must find a way to live with intensity and joy, in the style of Jesus, The Way, The 
Truth and The Life; our search must go on that path. 
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