
 
Call to Prayer ~ Call to Action 

In August the Catholic schools of the Diocese of Jackson will open with two major goals for 
our school environment: 1) to provide a sanitized, safe and healthy learning space amid the 
reality of the pandemic that is COVID-19 and 2) to provide an inclusive community for all, 
especially our African American families, that have suffered the most from the numbers that 
have been killed by the coronavirus and from the many injustices in our society. For us, the 
leadership in our Catholic Schools and the Office of Education this time represents a call to 
prayer and a call to action, and we encourage you to join us. 

We, as a Catholic school community in the Diocese, will be praying together a prayer 
written by Sister Thea Bowman, Servant of God.  Sr. Thea is a native Mississippian that 
came to the Catholic faith and later joined the religious community of the Franciscan Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration as a result of her experience as a student at Holy Child Jesus 
Catholic School in Canton. The prayer may be accessed at Sister Thea-Prayer-PDF.pdf . Her 
prayer reminds us that as baptized Christians, we are called to follow the example of Christ 
by recognizing we are all made in the image and likeness of our Creator.  Also, we have a 
responsibility to defend the poor and marginalized in our society, including people of color, 
immigrants, and all other marginalized groups. 

A task force was formed and has developed a plan to address COVID-19.  The guidelines 
are being finalized now and will be issued by your school principal next week.  Likewise, we 
are reviewing our curriculum and our practices to build on the Gospel values we profess.  
We have chosen our annual theme for the school year, Celebrate HUMANITY: 
Humaneness ~ Uniqueness ~ Mindfulness ~ Affirmation ~ Non-violence ~ Inclusiveness ~ 
Trust ~ You. We will use this theme throughout the school year to keep us focused and to 
promote our Catholic identity within the school community. We recognize that we must work 
intentionally to combat the ills in our society, including that of racism. 

Please join us in our Call to Prayer and our Call to Action as we continue to partner with you 
to fulfill the mission of Catholic education in our Diocese: to foster centers of learning that 
are rooted in Gospel values and Catholic teachings as we pursue academic excellence 
in a safe and caring environment. 

http://schools.jacksondiocese.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2020/06/Thea-Prayer-PDF.pdf

