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There are a few great expressions that perfectly describe the seasons in Mississippi,
“Mississippi: The only place you can run your heater in the morning and your AC in the
afternoon.” Or “If you don’t like the weather in Mississippi wait five minutes, it will change.”
Mother nature, it seems, is fickle when it comes to weather in our grand state. Despite the
erratic weather patterns Winter is here. And with these wintery months comes a mix of
activity.  We are planning for various ministry opportunities for the Spring and Summer as
well as putting the final touches on retreats and gatherings that will happen in the next
few months, Search, the Diocesan High School Confirmation Retreat, and DCYC just to
name a few.  

If we have learned anything from the pandemic and the input from the Synod on
Synodality is that we are called to be intentional in all that we do.  Seeking the voices of
those we serve is not a matter of lip service. It is something we can no longer afford to
ignore. Building back ministries has been challenging for everyone. I heard just a few
weeks ago a priest lament that folks are going to soccer games but not coming back to
Mass. It is imperative that rather than dismiss them as bad Catholics we should ask
ourselves what are they getting from a travelling soccer team that they do not experience
at Church? Perhaps in the pandemic we forgot about how important community is. It is not
just up to the priest or the parish council to develop a welcoming community. As faith
formators we have a unique opportunity to develop community too. It is our deepest desire
to be part of that community. 

Pope Francis claims that the most important task in pastoral activity is what he calls “the
apostolate of the ear.” This means listening before speaking in a way that assures others
that when we do speak, the joys, hopes, concerns, and heartfelt needs of the other have
been understood. We are here to listen and journey with you. We embark on 2023 with a
full staff and enthusiasm for what this new year will bring. We are ready to assist you in
anyway we can. Let us know how we can help.  

Peace, Fran 
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Celebration of the Overturning of Roe vs Wade 

This year January 22 is designated as a particular day of
prayer and penance, called the “Day of Prayer for the
Legal Protection of Unborn Children.”  The U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops provides resources to
help parishes, schools, families, ministries, and
individual Catholics participate in this important day of
prayer and penance. Click here for free downloads and
additional electronic resources. In addition, the USCCB
also sponsors an annual, nationwide novena called 9
Days for Life, which encompasses the liturgical
observance of the Day of Prayer. Each day for nine days,
a different intention is featured, accompanied by a
short reflection, suggested actions, and related
information as we pray for the respect and protection of
every human life. 

 9 Days for Life Novena

Let’s Celebrate the sacrament of Marriage!
Each year the Diocese of Jackson hosts a beautiful celebration, World
Marriage Day, for couples who are celebrating their 25th, 50th or 60th
wedding anniversaries.  This year the event is scheduled for Sunday,
February 12 at 3:00 pm at St. Peter Cathedral in Jackson MS.   It will begin
with a Mass followed by a reception.   Each parish has received
information and ways to submit names of parishioners who are
celebrating these special anniversaries.  The couples may also submit their
own names and addresses by going to www.jacksondiocese.org/family-
ministry.  Please help promote World Marriage Day within your parish! 

We are currently hosting 4 weekends per year: January 13-15, April 28-30, July 14-16, and October
27-29.  We are excited to offer another location for CEE; the April weekend.  The April weekend is
being held at Lake Tiak O’Khata in Louisville, MS. The other three weekends are held at Camp
Garaywa in Clinton MS.  Couples may register at: www.jacksondiocese.org/family-ministry.

Jackson Diocese Marriage Prep – Catholic Engaged
Encounter (CEE)  The first CEE weekend of 2023 is
January 13-15 at Camp Garaywa in Clinton MS.  CEE
weekends focus on marriage being for a lifetime not
just the wedding day.  The weekend consists of two
married couples and a priest who will provide talks
on family, the sacrament, communication, intimacy,
and values.  With the increased number of divorces in
our society it is extremely important to provide the
appropriate tools for couples for their marriage.  

https://www.respectlife.org/action-guides
https://www.respectlife.org/9-days-for-life
http://www.jacksondiocese.org/family-ministry
http://www.jacksondiocese.org/family-ministry
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Sr Amelia is a sister of the Blessed Sacrament, a
community founded by St Katharine Drexel. 
 She is from the Dominican Republic. Sister
ministered to/with the Hispanic community in
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia as well as with
the African American in faith formation and
other ministries. For the last four years she has
been living in Arizona in the Navajo Reservation
where she had the opportunity to teach high
school at St Michael Indian School as well as
performing a variety of tasks. Sr Amelia will be
working for the Diocese of Jackson in the
Intercultural Office. She is looking forward to her
new ministry and to meet the people of Jackson.

We welcome Sr. Amelia Breton, SBS as our new coordinator for
the Office of Intercultural Ministry.  

 

Sr. Amelia will begin her ministry in the diocese
beginning in mid-January.  Please give her a warm
welcome. 



      Pastoral Ministries Workshop 

Save the date! The Pastoral Ministries Workshop
will be held at Lake Tiak O’Khata, Louisville, MS,
June 18-22. The mini retreat begins on Sunday,
June 18 and ends on Monday after lunch. The
workshop sessions begin Monday, June 19 and end
after lunch on Thursday, June 22. The extended
retreat runs from June 18-22.  For more info, click
here: Pastoral Ministries Workshop 2023 
 

 

 

 

LEVEL I ONLINE CATECHIST CERTIFICATION:  
One of the themes we heard repeatedly in the Synod is the need for better faith formation for
both young people and adults. The single best way to ensure the propagation of the faith is to
give support to our catechists and formational leaders in our parishes. We have a responsibility
to equip our catechists with both the competency and confidence to teach the faith. Catechesis
is more than learning; catechesis engages the whole person both intellect and heart. One
without the other fails to fully form. The National Directory for Catechesis (NDC) and the General
Directory for Catechesis (GDC) identify the tasks of the catechetical ministry: 

• To promote the knowledge of the faith.  
• To promote a knowledge of the meaning of the Liturgy and Sacraments.  
• To promote moral formation in Jesus Christ.  
• To promote prayer and how to pray.  
• To promote living in community and participating actively in the life and mission of the
Church. 
• To promote a missionary spirit that leads God’s people to be the living presence of Christ in
society.  

The program is available on-line at: https://jacksondiocese.faith/. I invite priests, LEMs, DREs and
CREs to email me at fran.lavelle@jacksondiocese.org and we can set up a time to do a tutorial
for your catechists. Click here for orientation materials. 

Fran.Lavelle@jacksondiocese.org

Take Two 
Every once in a while, I stumble on a good short

video that redirects my thoughts in a positive
way. Check out this short video from one of my

favorite Catholic therapists, Dr. Robert J Wicks on
being YOU! 
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https://www.canva.com/design/DAFWjZ8aGds/qV0D2MgZw67_dL5_RhsSDw/edit?utm_content=DAFWjZ8aGds&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.canva.com/design/DAFWjZ8aGds/qV0D2MgZw67_dL5_RhsSDw/edit?utm_content=DAFWjZ8aGds&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=sharebutton
https://jacksondiocese.faith/
http://c/Users/flavelle/Downloads/Orientation%20to%20Diocese%20of%20Jackson%20Center%20for%20Online%20Faith%20Formation.pdf
http://c/Users/flavelle/Downloads/Orientation%20to%20Diocese%20of%20Jackson%20Center%20for%20Online%20Faith%20Formation.pdf
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February 14th - why is it known as Valentine's Day?
Why do those in love send each other Valentines?
And what feast does the Catholic Church celebrate
on this day? Think you know the answers, think
again, because the truth is a lot more surprising
than you'd imagine. Watch friend of Busted Halo,
Fr. Jack Collins, CSP, wander the streets of New
York asking the city's star-crossed lovers if they
know why we celebrate Valentine's Day.

Office of 
Young Adults and
Campus Ministry 
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Having just completed Bible in a Year, I
can honestly say that it was 365 days
well spent. Consider adding this
devotion to your daily prayer time. It was
a life changing journey for me.

Fr Mike Schmitz was recently at Save the Storks
offices in Colorado and shared his thoughts on
how high school and college students can
participate in the pro-life movement. 

"The reality is that in the womb, that’s a human
being." We agree, Fr Mike! We agree 100%.



Happy 2023!  We are so excited for the
New Year and all that is happening in
the OYM.  Our January 2023 Diocesan
Search Retreat kicks off on January 13th
and we are also very busy preparing for
DCYC 2023! There is still time to register
for DCYC; everyone should have received
the registration materials via Flocknote
back in December.  We are so grateful to
be back to regular in-person ministry. 
 Please make sure you are receiving
emails from me regularly via Flocknote
to stay up-to-date on all things Youth
Ministry.  I hope to make it out to
Deaneries this Spring to meet with all of
you.  Please stay tuned to details on
Youth Ministry Deanery meetings.  As
always, if I can assist you in any way,
please don't hestitate to contact me.  

We are excited to begin registration for 
DCYC 2023!  Our Diocesan Catholic
Youth Conference will be March 3-5,
2023 at the Vicksburg Convention
Center.   All youth in grades 9-12th are
invited.   We are excited to have keynote
guest speaker, Chika Anyanwu and
Catholic musicians, The Scally Brothers
at DCYC 2023!   Registration will be
online again this year.  We do have hotel
rooms blocked at three Vicksburg
properties this year.  The room blocks are
at a discounted rate, so please secure
your rooms as soon as possible.  Hotel
information can be found in the packet.   
Please begin publicizing this event in
your parish as soon as possible and
begin recruiting chaperones. 

DCYC 2023 Registration and Forms 

The deadline to register for the
conference is February 1st. 

Office of 
Youth Ministry
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"First Things in Youth Ministry"  Training -
Spring 2023
Pastoral Ministries Workshop - June 18-22,
2023 (see page 5 for more details) 
NET Retreat Scheduling for 2023-2024; please
use this form to let us know you're interested.  

https://jacksondiocese-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/abbey_schuhmann_jacksondiocese_org1/Ec79yIQ5F6hChGPwWSUrv5UBUVSubjP1-9wRY1VC8Y1jxQ?e=zv5eET
https://jacksondiocese-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/abbey_schuhmann_jacksondiocese_org1/Ec79yIQ5F6hChGPwWSUrv5UBUVSubjP1-9wRY1VC8Y1jxQ?e=zv5eET
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=0eI6XJgNnESq7Mxx2RdB84L8xUnxcIBMoktFWVbd27tUQTNDTko3R1NVNVJYUjNHTUtSN1gyMDRRNS4u


Contact UsContact Us  

Debbie Tubertini
Coordinator, Family Ministry 
Debbie.Tubertini@jacksondiocese.org
601-960-8487

Amelia Rizor
Coordinator, Young Adults and Campus Ministry
Amelia.Rizor@jacksondiocese.org
601-949-6931

Scarlet Santana 
Administrative Specialist, Department of Faith Formation
Scarlet.Santana@jacksondiocese.org
601-960-8466

Abbey Schuhmann
Coordinator, Youth Ministry
Abbey.Schuhmann@jacksondiocese.org
601-949-6934

Sr. Amelia Breton
Coordinator, Intercultural Ministry 
601-949-6935
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Fran Lavelle
Director, Department of Faith Formation
Coordinator, Religious Education and Formation 
Fran.Lavelle@jacksondiocese.org
601-960-8473


