St. Martin of Tours Church
October 19, 2025

Full 8-page Bulletin available at www.smt.church/bulletins
11967 W. Sunset Blvd. | Los Angeles | 90049

MASS SCHEDULE
Daily Mass - 8:15 am

Sunday Mass
7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am & 5:30 pm

Livestream Mass - Sunday at 9:30 am
www.youtube.com/c/saintmartinoftoursL A

Adoration & Confession
Saturday following 8:15 am Mass
Confessions end with Benediction at 9:50 am

Infant Baptism
www.smt.church/baptism

Marriage Preparation
www.smt.church/marriage

Funerals
www.smt.church/funerals

SMT School
www.smtschool.net/admissions

29™ SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME

Oy YO,

“Will not God then secure the
rights of his chosen ones who

call out to him day and night?
Will he be slow to answer
them? | tell you, he will see to
it that justice is done for them
speedily. But when the Son of
Man comes, will he find faith
on earth?” - Lk 18:7-8

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.

Rectory Office | 310-476-7403
7:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m. Monday - Friday

Fr. Paul Fitzpatrick, Pastor (x.301)
Christine Scheibal, Accounting (x. 312)
Donna Alvarez, Office Manager (x. 300)
Alaina Alvarez, Office Assistant (x. 311)

Gerardo Sanchez, Facilities (x. 303)

School Office | 310-472-7419
Debbie Margulis, Principal (x. 205)
Michelle Berlin, Admissions (x. 201)

Carol Mahaffey, Main Office (x. 200)

EC] rish SD|—_|' A deepfelt thanks to all who

by Ministry Brands- support our parish!

A safe, secure stewardship tool is e-Giving through
Parish Soft. To learn more, please visit:
https://smt.church/news/eGiving.

If you prefer using church envelopes, please contact
the rectory. If you want to make sure that 100% of
your gift remains at SMT, please use a PINK Re-
stricted envelope, or mark your gift “Restricted to
SMT.” Thank you for your generous response!




Saint Martin of Tours

October 19, 2025

Welcome to St Martin of Tours

We encourage you to join us
by registering on our website:
www.smt.church/register.

Welcome™

MASS; October 18-25

INTENTIONS

Sat 5:30 pm Norma Veliz

Sun 7:30 am Concetta Tomei
9:30 am Antoinette Shaker

11:30 am Antonio Munguia & Santos Romero

5:30 pm Jazmin Orozco

Mon  8:15am Doug Shea

Tues  8:15am Nola Jean Hyland

Wed 8:15am Aniceto Ascalon

Thurs 8:15 am Kevin McDonald

Fri 8:15 am Francis O’Neill f

Sat 8:15 am Anne Cronin & Family

Mass Intentions—suggested offering $20

Requesting a Mass Intention for loved ones, living or de-
ceased, is a cherished Catholic tradition. To request a
Mass Intention, contact: alaina@saintmartinoftours.com

Our mission to protect vulnerable adults

Nearly 1 in 4 U.S. adults report living with some

kind of disability. Misunderstandings and miscon-
ceptions about a person’s individual disabilities can put that
person at risk for abuse. By adopting practices that aim to un-
derstand a person’s unique circumstances, abilities, and chal-
lenges, we can work to protect those who are vulnerable in our
communities. Some examples which can help foster safety and
community include: asking questions instead of making as-
sumptions, focusing on a person’s abilities and using positive
language. For more information, read the VIRTUS" article
“Our Mission to Protect Vulnerable Adults” at lacatholics.org/.

All Saints Day Mass
Nov 1 at 8:15 am (not a holy day of obligation)

All Souls Day—November 2
Sat, Nov [—5:30 pm
Sun, Nov 2—7:30, 9:30, 11:30 am, 5:30 pm

ALL SOULS NOVENA

November 2 - November 10
Please include your loved ones in our novena of Masses
by completing and returning an All Souls Envelope or go
online at: giving.parishsoft.com/giving/FD-1145/.

From the Pastor’s Desk
“Lord, Teach Us to Pray”
Part 2 - The Many Forms of Prayer

Dear Friends,
Prayer takes many shapes. Too often, we only ask God
for things, but prayer is much more:
e Adoration — simply being in God’s presence.
o Thanksgiving — recalling blessings.
e Petition — lifting up our own needs.
e Intercession — praying for others.
o Contrition — seeking forgiveness.
St. Augustine wrote: “He who sings prays twice.”

Whether in adoration, thanksgiving, or praise, prayer lifts
our hearts to God in many voices.

This week, notice which form you use most. Then try
adding one more. Before bed, whisper a prayer of thanks-
giving. On your commute, intercede for someone in need.

As St. Paul says, “Pray without ceasing” (1 Thess 5:17).

STEWARDSHIP

Managing God’s Gifts To Us

For Stewardship Ideas, visit www.smt.church/donate

“Pray always without becoming weary.” — Luke 18:1

Persistence in prayer shapes persistence in stewardship.
Just as the widow never gave up, we are called to remain
faithful in offering our time, talent, and treasure to God.
Consistent giving to the parish is more than a habit—it is
a sign of trust that God provides and that our efforts bear
fruit in His time.

This week, take the challenge to renew your commitment
to consistent stewardship as an act of faithful perseverance.

In Christ,

Fr. Paul

respect life . Y
oo

Please see our website for Resources
www.SMT.church/news/respect

Signup for Respect Life Prayer & Action
www.respectlife.org/prayer-and-action

BABY GOODS DRIVE
Weekends of October 12 and 19

Bottles
Pacifiers
Blankets

Diapers (sizes 4-6)
Baby Wipes
Baby Clothes/Bibs

40 DAYS FOR LIFE - JOIN NOW [?A)YS

www.40daysforlife.com/en/losangeles lil(%ll%
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ParishgOFT

by Ministry Brands

<= Giving

Faith Direct is now Parish Soft

For those using Faith Direct, you are set to go with our
new platform. There is nothing you need to do!

We invite all to consider embracing eGiving in support
of our parish. It is safe and secure way to simplify your
stewardship. Here is how to get started:

Visit giving.parishsoft.com/giving/FD-1145

Scan the QR code to the right

Text “Enroll” to 424-233-1164

Call ParishSoft Customer Service
at (866) 930-4774, Option 6

Thank you for your generous support!

SUNDAY SCHOOL
AGES3-6
Meets at 9:30 am in Room 1

SUNDA
CHOOL

For more information & to register, please visit:
www.smt.church/Sunday-School.

OWORLD & WORLD MISSION SUNDAY
A LINDAY October 19, 2025

LR,
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Help support the missionary activity of the church. En-
velopes are available in the church. Thank you!

Voting is not just a civic duty, but
a moral responsibility rooted in

FORMING ﬁé our Catholic faith. Responsible

CONSCIENCES citizenship is a virtue, and our
vote helps shape a society that up-
= FAITHFUL holds justice, dignity, and the wel-

' CITIZENSHIP fare of all.

For resources from the USCCB and CA Conference, visit
https://www.smt.church/news/faithful-citizenship

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture Reflection by Fr. Paul

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells the parable of the persis-
tent widow—a woman who refuses to give up. She
confronts an unjust judge again and again until he fi-
nally grants her justice.

Jesus offers this story to teach us “the necessity of
praying always without becoming weary.”

Persistence in prayer doesn’t mean wearing God
down. It means allowing prayer to shape us—
strengthen us—anchor us in trust, even when the an-
swers seem slow in coming.

In the first reading, we see another image of persis-
tence. As long as Moses keeps his hands raised in
prayer, Israel prevails in battle. But when his strength
fails, others come to his side—Aaron and Hur—to
hold up his arms until victory is won.

That image stays with me: sometimes we are the ones
praying with everything we have. Other times, we are
the ones called to hold up another’s arms—offering
strength, presence, and support when they need it
most.

Both readings remind us: God is listening. But prayer
1s more than words—it’s faithfulness. It is staying
close to God, especially when the road is long.

May we be a parish that prays with persistence—and
one that lifts one another up when faith feels heavy
and the waiting is long.

In hope and perseverance,
Fr. Paul

Knights of Columbus

St. Martin of Tours Council 14660
Make a difference - become a Knight.
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Contact Paul Ludwig at paulflud@aol.com.
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SV FAiTH FORMATION FOR

CHILDREN AND ADULTS

Class Time & Schedules — Registration Forms
www.smt.church/news/FaithFormation

First Communion
Sundays as part of 9:30 am Mass
www.smt.church/ocic

OCIA/Adult Confirmation
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm
www.smt.church/ocia

Y

REPAIRS &
IMPROVEMENTS

2025 Goal $120,000
Amount Raised $48,030
Help Fund Our Work
Visit www.smt.church/news/repairs

_ W B ALTAR SERVER MINISTRY
=yy=

To learn more and sign up, please email
‘I Rachel Grella-Harding,
Altar Server Coordinator at

SMTAIltarServer@SaintMartinofTours.com




St. Martin of Tours School

A Preparatory Academy fo

r Grades K-8

=

St. Martin of Tours Preparatory is the premier Catholic school in Los Angeles offering an exceptional educational foundation for all students in grades K-8. Our
graduates attend the finest schools in Los Angeles and most students are accepted into high school honors and advanced placement courses. We are the only
schoal that has been recognized as a STEM Network Partner Schoal in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles.

All faith traditions are welcome.

e STEAM Academy
Advanced Courses in
Mathematics & Language Arts
Spanish and Latin
11 Technology
Computer Science
Debate
Social Emotional Learning

&) STEM Network

AR

Drama

Fine Arts - Art and Music

Service Learning

Athletic Program

Travel Experiences

Aftercare and Enrichment Opportunities
International Student Program

Civics

www.smtschool.net
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Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:

As long as Moses kept his hands raised up,
Israel had the better of the fight,
but when he let his hands rest,
Amalek had the better of the fight. (Ex 17:11)

Psalm:
Our help is from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. (Ps 121)

Second Reading:
Remain faithful to what you have learned and believed,
because you know from whom you learned it,
and that from infancy you have known
the sacred Scriptures,
which are capable of giving you wisdom for salvation
through faith in Christ Jesus. (2 Tm 3:14)

Gospel:
“Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones
who call out to him day and night?
Will he be slow to answer them?
| tell you, he will see to it that justice is done
for them speedily.” (Lk 18:7)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Live The Liturgy

Inspiration of the Week

We are all the widow in Luke’s Gospel. We are
vulnerable. We feel small in the estimation of the
world. We feel ignored. But Jesus is telling us to be
bold in prayer, to bring our needs before the judge
who will always hear our case.

Observances for the week of
October 19, 2025

Sunday: 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time;
World Mission Sunday
Monday: St. Paul of the Cross, Priest
Wednesday: St. John Paul ll, Pope
Thursday: St. John of Capistrano, Priest
Friday: St. Anthony Mary Claret, Bishop

Next Sunday: 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time

©LPi SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2025

THE OUR

FATHER

Devotions, Explained!

The Our Father, also known as
The Lord’s Prayer, is found in the
Gospels of Matthew and Luke.
Universally beloved in most
traditions of Christianity, its words
are those of Jesus Christ himself
as he answers his disciples’
queries on how best to pray.

Prayer for Life of
Mission

Dear God,

You are the one who finds a way in
the darkness, and clears the path for
those You love. Help us to trust in
Your call, and to answer generously to
the unknowns we face,

knowing You will never leave us alone.
Amen.

29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



Readings for the week of
October 19, 2025

Sunday:
Ex 17:8-13/Ps 121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 (see
2)/2 Tm 3:14-4:2/1.k 18:1-8

Monday:
Rom 4:20-25/Lk 1:69-70, 71-72, 73-75/
Lk 12:13-21

Tuesday:
Rom 5:12, 15b, 17-19, 20b-21/Ps 40:7-8a,
8b-9, 10, 17/Lk 12:35-38

Wednesday:
Rom 6:12-18/Ps 124:1b-3, 4-6, 7-8/
Lk 12:39-48

Thursday:
Rom 6:19-23/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/
Lk 12:49-53

Friday:
Rom 7:18-25a/Ps 119:66, 68, 76, 77, 93,
94/Lk 12:54-59

Saturday:
Rom 8:1-11/Ps 24:1b-2, 3-4ab, 5-6/Lk 13:1-9

Next Sunday:
Sir 35:12-14, 16-18/Ps 34:2-3,17-18, 19, 23
(7a)/2 Tm 4:6-8, 16-18/Lk 18:9-14

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD.
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2025

Worship & Meditation

Gospel Meditation

Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

A woman in my parish has an adult son who has rejected his
faith. She prays for him every day. She lights candles, says
rosaries, and asks God again and again to bring him back. But
nothing changes. Is God listening? Is He delaying? She told me
once that she feels like the widow in Jesus’ strange parable —
crying out for justice, but hearing only silence. And yet, she said,
she is at peace. | asked why. She responded, “God is already
answering. | just can’t see it yet.”

She embodies something of the mystery in Jesus’ parable this
week in Luke 18. A powerless widow demands justice from a
corrupt judge. This isn’t about wearing God down until He gives
in. It’s about faith in the justice that is already coming. The
widow isn’t just persistent; she believes that justice is inevitable.
And when Jesus points to the judge’s words — his fear of being
“struck” — He hints at something deeper: God'’s justice does not
creep in gradually. It strikes. It comes like lightning.

Blessed Mary is, of course, the ultimate widow demanding
justice. At the foot of the cross she stands before what looks

like the ultimate injustice — the brutal execution of her son. But
she did not despair. She did not beg for a last-minute rescue.
She knew that justice was not delayed. In fact, it was happening.
The power of the cross was already unleashing justice upon the
world — suddenly, decisively, like a blow that would topple every
corrupt power, making even the most corrupt fear her strike.

This parable asks us: will the Son of Man find faith on earth? Or
will we mistake God’s silence for absence? The cross proves that
justice is not slow. It is only hidden. The lightning has already
struck. In the cross, justice is speedily being done.

— Father John Muir

29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ©LPi
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Liturgical Life

(PRACTICING)

CATHOLIC

Mini Reflection: In the same way that a judge cannot go looking
for conflicts to mediate, God will not force His way into our
problems. What would be the point? What is our life on earth for,
if it is not to teach us how to turn willingly to God?

The Prayers We Don’t Say
It has always confused me: why a judge?

Jesus could have compared prayer to the subject who requests a
gift of his king. He could have compared it to the child who asks a
favor of a parent. But in the parable of the widow and the judge,
Jesus compares prayer — specifically constant, unwearying prayer
— with the marginalized person who doggedly pursues her claim
through an unforgiving legal system.

It’s not a rosy or reassuring picture. So what is he trying to tell us?

Unlike a king or a parent, a judge has strictly drawn lines which he
cannot, under any circumstances, cross. He can only help people
who bring their case to court. Even good, earnest judges cannot
render justice if charges are not brought.

God is all-powerful. But that doesn’t make Him a meddler. He will
not force His way into our problems. What would be the point?
What is our life on earth for, if it is not to teach us how to turn
willingly to God, in every instance — adoration, gratitude, need?

Today, | sat down and made a list of problems | don’t pray about.
When | was done, | looked at the list and asked myself: why not?
Why don’t | pray about these things? Some are huge issues over
which | have absolutely no control, and prayer feels futile. Some

are small grievances | never even considered mentioning to God.

If | prayed about them all, my life would be totally consumed by
prayer. Constant, unwearying prayer. The kind of prayer Jesus
calls me to in the parable of the widow and the judge: continual
surrender of myself to the mysterious, limitless power of God.

Praying that way could make me tired. The widow was tired, too —
but she kept bringing her charges. She got justice. And her judge
wasn’t even a nice guy.

So say the prayer. Bring the charges. Our judge is one who wants
to help, but He won’t overstep His bounds.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman

Why do we do that?
Catholic Life Explained

Question:

| volunteer every once in a while. How
can | incorporate serving the poor in
my everyday life?

Answer:

In the Gospels, Jesus is very clear about
emphasizing outreach to vulnerable
persons on the margins of society.
These may be the materially poor,

the disabled, the lonely, or any others
whose circumstances drive them from
mainstream society. We can all respond
to Christ’s call to love by incorporating
direct service into our regular life
routine. Here are some ideas to find
your niche:

Consider your life. Before you look for
direct service opportunities, consider
your schedule, commitment levels, and
personal gifts. When can you help out
and how regularly? Where have you
volunteered in the past that has felt like
a good fit? Do you have any particular
skills or personality traits that lend you
to particular work?

Do some research. There are a lot of
structured ways you can get involved
in your community. Your parish might
have a social concerns outreach
program. If not, ask friends and

family. A simple online search for local
nonprofits can also expose you to new
opportunities.

Be open to God’s invitation. The
chance to serve may be closer than you
think. Befriending an elderly neighbor,
widowed and far from children, is an act
of serving the poor. Keep your eyes and
heart open!

29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME



Kids Corner

Prayer Circle the picture that is different.

Th lor in all the pictures.
Lord, hear my prayer and en color In all the pictures
please answer me.

Mission for the Week
| will ask for just the ‘
things | need.

,;

Sharing the Gospel

Jesus told his disciples
that they should never
stop praying. He said

that you should never
give up. If your cause 6 E
is worthy and good,

keep asking for it. Keep
asking God for help for
your good things. The
noisy wheel gets the
most grease. When you
keep asking God for
help, he will know you
are sincere. Can you
give 10 good reasons
why you are asking God

for what you need?

Now color
the picture!

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2025 29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME ©LPi



