
St. Martin of Tours Church 
March 8, 2026 

Full 8-page Bulletin available at www.smt.church/bulletins 
 

11967 W. Sunset Blvd. | Los Angeles | 90049 

Mass Schedule 
Daily Mass - 8:15 am 

Rosary– 7:30am 

Sunday Mass 
Saturday Vigil - 5:30 pm 

7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:30 am & 5:30 pm 
  

Livestream Mass - Sunday at 9:30 am 
www.youtube.com/c/saintmartinoftoursLA  

 

Adoration & Confession 
Saturday following 8:15 am Mass 

Confessions end with Benediction at 9:50 am 
   

Infant Baptism  
www.smt.church/baptism 

 

Marriage Preparation  
www.smt.church/marriage 

 

Faith Formation—Children & Adults  
www.smt.church/news/FaithFormation 

 

Funerals  
www.smt.church/funerals 

 

SMT School 
www.smtschool.net/admissions 

Rectory Office | 310-476-7403 
7:00 a.m.— 2:00 p.m. Monday - Friday 

 

 

Fr. Paul Fitzpatrick, Pastor  (x. 301) 
Christine Scheibal, Accounting  (x. 312) 
Donna Alvarez, Office Manager (x. 300) 
Alaina Alvarez, Office Assistant (x. 311) 

Gerardo Sanchez, Facilities (x. 303) 
 

School Office | 310-472-7419 
Debbie Margulis, Principal (x. 205) 
Michelle Berlin, Admissions (x. 201) 
Carol Mahaffey, Main Office (x. 200) 

 

 

A deepfelt thanks to all who 
support our parish!  

A safe, secure stewardship tool is e-Giving through 
Parish Soft. To learn more, please visit:  
https://smt.church/news/eGiving.  
 

If you prefer using church envelopes, please contact 
the rectory. If you want to make sure that 100% of 
your gift remains at SMT, please use a PINK Re-
stricted envelope, or mark your gift “Restricted to 
SMT.” Thank you for your generous response!  

SMT.church


 
March 7—14 

  
 

Sat   5:30 pm Frank Fitzpatrick †  
Sun   7:30 am        Flora Villacarlos Borromeo † 
   Patricia Linda Widiker † 
   9:30 am        Carolyn Brinkley† James Robinson†  
  11:30 am        Nikki Leerer  
             5:30 pm        Giovanna Theresa Schafer †                                     

Mon     8:15 am        Wels Preston †    
Tues   8:15 am Derek Acker † 
Wed   8:15 am Jeannette Conwell † 
Thurs   8:15 am Ellianna Gomez  
Fri   8:15 am Bailey & Bentley Richardson 
Sat   8:15 am        Rosary group past and present  
                                   Anne Cronin & Family 
Mass Intentions—suggested offering $20  

To request a Mass Intention, please contact: 
 alaina@saintmartinoftours.com  
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E-Weekly Bulletin & Newsletter 
To get the full 8-page version of our bulletin with scrip-
ture & faith reflections please visit our website and com-
plete the online submission pop-up. Sign up now!  

 
 
 
 

For  Stewardship Ideas, visit www.smt.church/donate 
“The water I shall give will become… a spring of wa-
ter welling up to eternal life.” – John 4:14  
Jesus offers living water that truly satisfies. The woman at 
the well comes seeking something ordinary, but leaves 
changed, becoming a witness to others. 
Stewardship flows from that encounter. When we receive 
the gifts God gives us, we are called to share them so that 
His grace may reach others through us.  
This week, take the challenge to let what you have re-
ceived become a gift for others.  

Welcome to St Martin of Tours 
 

We encourage you to join us 
by registering on our website:  
www.smt.church/register. 

  Safe adults have superpowers. 
 

If you are a safe adult in a child’s life, you 
have the ability to provide a safe place for 

that child to disclose abuse, discomfort, or any other 
concerns. This gives safe adults the ability to work to-
gether to potentially stop abuse and change the course 
of a child’s life. When children know that adults are 
willing to listen to them and advocate for them, they 
are more willing to share their problems and concerns. 
To learn more about how to use your “safe adult super-
power,” read the VIRTUS® article “Superpowers: Safe 
Adults Have Them” at lacatholics.org/did-you-know/.  

Guided by the Saints  
on the Journey to Easter  

Fr. Paul 
 

 St. Augustine — Thirsting for God  
 

Jesus meets the Samaritan woman at the well and says:  
“Give me a drink.” 
 

At first, it seems like a simple request.  
But Jesus is leading her—and us—deeper. 
 

He begins to speak about a different kind of thirst: not 
just for water, but for meaning, for love, for peace—for 
God. 
 

We all know that thirst. 
And often, we try to satisfy it in many ways— 
through activity, comfort, or distraction. 
But those things never fully satisfy. 
 

Jesus says: “Whoever drinks the water I shall give will 
never thirst.” Here, He is speaking about Himself. 
 

St. Augustine knew this well.  
After years of searching for happiness in the wrong plac-
es, he finally encountered Christ and wrote: 
“Our hearts are restless until they rest in You.” 
 

The woman comes to the well looking for water. 
She leaves having encountered God. 
And everything begins to change. 
 

Lent is a time to become more aware of what we are real-
ly thirsting for—and to bring that thirst to Christ. 
Because He alone can satisfy the human heart. 
 
This week: When you feel restless or unsettled, pause for 
a moment and pray: 
“Lord, give me the living water.” 

 

Sacrament of  
Anointing Of The Sick 

 
Sat, March 7 - after 5:30 pm Mass 
Sun, March 8 - after all the Masses 

 

St. Martin of Tours School 
Pancake Breakfast 

 
Sunday, March 8 

8:15 am to 11:30 am 
 

Adults: $20 - Children/Seniors: $10 
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Come to the Water 
First Scrutiny – March 8  

Fr. Paul 
 

As Lent continues, the Church gently shifts our focus.  
We move from the mountaintop of the Transfiguration to 
a simple, human scene: Jesus, tired from His journey, 
sitting at a well, speaking with a woman who has come 
to draw water. And yet, in this ordinary moment, some-
thing extraordinary happens.  
 

Jesus speaks to her of living water — a water that does 
not merely quench physical thirst, but reaches into the 
deepest longings of the human heart.  
 

The woman came to the well looking for something to 
drink. She left having encountered Someone who knew 
her completely and loved her anyway.  
This is the heart of the First Scrutiny.  
 

Lent is not only about what we give up. It is about dis-
covering what we truly thirst for.  
 

We may thirst for peace. For healing. For forgiveness. 
For a sense that our lives matter and are held in God’s 
hands.  
 

Jesus does not shame our thirst. He meets it. And then 
He gently redirects it — toward Himself.  
 

The water He offers is not temporary relief. It is the gift 
of new life, flowing from a relationship with Him.  
 

As we continue our Lenten journey, the Church invites 
us to bring our thirst honestly before the Lord. Not with 
fear, but with trust.  
 

Because the One who asks us for a drink is the same One 
who longs to give us His life in return.  
— Fr. Paul  

Sunday School 
ages 3 - 6  

Meets at 9:30 am  in Room 1 
 

www.smt.church/Sunday-School. 

We invite all to consider embracing eGiving in support 
of our parish. It is safe and secure way to simplify your 
stewardship. Here is how to get started: 
 

• Visit giving.parishsoft.com/giving/FD-1145  
• Scan the QR code to the right                                                           
• Text “Enroll” to 424-233-1164 
• Call ParishSoft Customer Service  
        at (866) 930-4774, Option 6 
 

Thank you for your generous support!  
 

SMART GIVING WITH TAX ADVANTAGES 

IRA Charitable Rollovers (QCDs) are an effective way of 
giving, but must be planned for the beginning of the year.  
To learn more, please visit www.smt.church/donate.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Visit www.smt.church/news/tim to learn more!  

 

If you have received your Together in Mission (TIM) 
letter for 2026, we invite you to prayerfully consider 
your pledge and use the 2026 response card.  
 

For those new to TIM, please make a pledge. Envelopes 

 

Lent Penance Service 
 

Monday, March 9 at 7 pm 
 

Four priests available for confession.  

 
Make the most of Lent! 

Lent Resources: 
www.smt.church/news/lent 

 

Knights of Columbus   
St. Martin of Tours Council 14660  

 
 

   Make a difference—become a Knight. 
 

   

Contact Paul Ludwig at paulflud@aol.com.  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fgiving.parishsoft.com%2Fgiving%2FFD-1145&data=05%7C02%7Cfrpaul%40la-archdiocese.org%7Cc601af23f5994bffc3ae08ddfb958482%7Ca90c3e256ce644bca7ca47ee2af06f3f%7C0%7C0%7C638943341996197089%7CUnknown%7
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Sunday:		 3rd Sunday of Lent; 				  
		 Daylight Saving Time begins

Monday:		 St. Frances of Rome, Religious  

Next Sunday:		  4th Sunday of Lent

Weekly Prayer

Live The Liturgy  
Inspiration of the Week

Jesus did not convert the Samaritan woman 
with miracles. He converted her with presence. 
He was not afraid of her sins or her failures. 
He listened to her. He sat with her. Let us learn 
from this: when we are present to others, we 
can show them the face of God.

Sunday’s Readings
First Reading: 
“Strike the rock, and the water will flow from it
     for the people to drink.” (Ex 17:6)

Psalm: 
If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts. (Ps 95) 

Second Reading: 
And hope does not disappoint,
    because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts
     through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. (Rom 5:5)

Gospel: 
“Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again;
but whoever drinks the water I shall give will never thirst;
the water I shall give will become in him
a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” (Jn 4:13-14)
 
Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, 
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved. Virtues, Explained!

True virtuous mercy is a choice 
governed by reason, not merely a 
feeling. God’s mercy to us knows 
no bounds, but that mercy does not 
compel Him to grant us everything 
our appetitive passions desire. 
Rather, His perfect mercy is directed 
toward supplying our needs.

Blessing of Living 
Water
Lord, where there has been dryness 
in my life, bless me with Your living 
water!
Where I fear to dream of new hope 
and growth, bless me with Your living 
water!
Where I’m thirsty for new and 
abundant life, bless me with Your 
living water!
Drench the parched earth with Your 
promise, bless me with Your living 
water!
Amen.  

Observances for the week of 
March 8, 2026
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Recently I received a note from a teenager I met years ago. He 
wrote, “Dear Father Muir, you probably do not remember me, but I 
wanted to thank you for your inspiring and humorous homilies at the 
parish. They helped me appreciate the beauty of Catholicism, which 
I have now embraced in a personal way.” That small note moved me 
more than he probably imagined. I had no idea my words had taken 
root in him. I was simply sowing seeds — week by week, Mass by 
Mass. Someone else — his parents, a youth minister, or God Himself 
— was doing the deeper work. Now this young man is joyfully 
reaping a harvest of faith.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus offers living water to a Samaritan woman 
whose life had been full of searching and disappointment. By the 
end of their encounter, she becomes a bold and joyful evangelist. 
Then Jesus turns to his disciples and says something easily 
overlooked: “One sows and another reaps” (John 4:37). He is 
helping them — and us — understand how evangelization works. 
Often, the one who sows the seeds of faith is not the one who sees 
the fruit.

This Lent, ask yourself: Are you in a sowing phase or a reaping 
phase? If you are sowing — raising children, praying for someone, 
mentoring — be patient. Your work matters. If you are reaping — 
seeing someone come alive in faith — be grateful. You are standing 
on sacred ground, tilled and watered by others.

Lenten challenge: Thank someone who once sowed faith into your 
life. And keep sowing, even when the harvest is unseen.

— Father John Muir

©LPi

Worship & Meditation

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998, 1970 CCD. 
The English translation of Psalm Responses from Lectionary for 
Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International Commission on English in 
the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

Readings for the week of 
March 8, 2026
Sunday: 
Ex 17:3-7/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/Rom 5:1-2, 
5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-
42   

Monday: 
2 Kgs 5:1-15ab/Ps 42:2, 3; 42:3, 4/	
Lk 4:24-30

Tuesday: 
Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 
8-9/Mt 18:21-35 

Wednesday: 
Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20/	
Mt 5:17-19

Thursday: 
Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9/Lk 11:14-23

Friday: 
Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 
14 and 17/Mk 12:28-34

Saturday: 
Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab/	
Lk 18:9-14

Next Sunday: 
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 
5, 6/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41 or 9:1, 6-9, 13-17, 
34-38

Gospel Meditation  
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture



Why do we do that?  
Catholic Life Explained

Question:
If we are all meant to be united in Christ, 
why is there so much division in the 
Church?

Answer:
Each Sunday, we profess that we believe 
in “one, holy, catholic, and apostolic 
Church.” The Church is indeed one 
because her source is the Trinity, and 
she is founded by Christ. The Church 
also exists in the fallen world and is 
made up of fallen people. Sometimes, 
there are tensions over what we believe 
as Catholics. Who is Jesus really? Are 
we affected by original sin? How do our 
traditional sexual ethics play out amidst 
medical and technological developments? 
Doctrinal disagreements are rarely just 
about ideas … they occur within a context. 

Tensions are influenced by various social 
and political factors of the time period. 
For example, Martin Luther’s attempts 
at reform gained followers, in part, as a 
reaction against poor moral practices 
within the Catholic Church. When the 
schism between the Eastern Orthodox 
Church and the Catholic Church occurred 
in 1028, tensions between the two 
culturally different regions had been 
brewing for centuries.

Division still occurs within the bounds 
of the Church today. Oftentimes, this 
is about pastoral or practical matters. 
These Questions can vary. Should we 
incorporate Latin back into the liturgy? 
What is the best way to reach the youth 
in our parish? These may not be articles 
of faith, but people have strong opinions 
about what ought to be done. We can 
remember the prayer of Christ — “that 
all might be one” — and do what we can 
to grow in understanding and respectful 
dialogue.

Liturgical Life
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Mini Reflection: Before the Incarnation, God looked down from 
Heaven and said, “You are thirsty. Here is something to drink.” 
After the Incarnation, God sits down beside us and says, “I’m 
thirsty. Give me something to drink.”

When God asks for Water
One of my earliest memories is of my mother weeping.

The last few months of her pregnancy with my little brother 
were tremendously painful for her, and more than once the 
pain brought her to tears. I have a hazy image of her in my 
mind, belly swollen with a 12-pound baby lying transverse in 
the womb, sitting on the edge of her bed, dabbing at her face 
with toilet paper. 

I had brought her the toilet paper. I would do that when I saw 
her crying, to wipe away her tears. I have a hazy memory of 
that, too — of the way my heart was wrenched by the sight of 
her suffering, of my desperation to do something to help, and 
of my immense satisfaction when she would take the toilet 
paper, smile and say, “Oh, thank you, sweetheart!” as if I had 
just airlifted her out of a war zone. 

What a powerful gift to give to a child still learning the 
meaning of compassion and selflessness — the gift of being 
able to feel that she has, even in some small way, “rescued” 
a person she worships. Her smile of gratitude lives, immortal, 
in my mind, along with the swell of satisfaction it produced in 
the deepest corner of my heart. This was when I learned that 
it feels good to help people, and this memory is a perpetually 
replenished well of living water for me. I draw from it daily, 
three decades later.

This is a gift that Christ gives, over and over again, in the 
Gospels. He allows us to encounter him tired, afraid, sad and 
hungry. Omnipotent power subjected to the utter vulnerability 
of human form. 

Before the Incarnation, God looked down from Heaven and 
said, “You are thirsty. Here is something to drink.” 

After the Incarnation, God sits down beside us and says, “I’m 
thirsty. Give me something to drink.”

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman



Kids Corner
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Sharing the Gospel

Jesus told the Samaritan 
woman that when people 
drink his water they will 
never be thirsty again. 
When you are very hot, 
you would like this kind 
of water. The water that 
Jesus gives us to drink is 
his word which will last 
forever. It will help us get 
to heaven. Jesus said that 
he was the Messiah sent 
to explain everything. 
When you want to 
know the way, Jesus 
helps you. When you do 
not understand, Jesus 
explains it to you.

Now color
the picture!

Prayer
Lord, give me your water 
to drink.

Mission for the Week
I will give a cup of water 
to my family and friends 
today.

Circle the picture that is the diff erent.
Then color in all the pictures.




