SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Come, Peaceable Kingdom

in thought and act

and look forward to a time

when the wolf is guest of the lamb.
and all the earth knows you.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God,

you are the giver of peace,
the source of harmony.
Guide us to follow your will
so that we may be united

Sunday, December 7, 2025

Kings Rule, God Reigns
20—

Today’s readings: Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8,
12-13, 17; Romans 15:4-9; Matthew 3:1—12. Isaiah’s proph-
ecy reinforces the vision that a new king will come from the
“holy mountain” upon which Jerusalem will be built. The
scene that Isaiah imagines is much like the Garden of Eden,
where animals have no enemies and the kingdom is peace-
ful. The prophet puts forth the hope that one day God will
reign over the earth and the will of God will bring true har-
mony and peace.

The refrain for Psalm 72 parallels justice and peace.
Peace will result when a king governs with justice, when the
poor are rescued and saved. To govern with integrity, the
king must be blessed. From that blessing, “all the tribes of

the earth” can be blessed. Listen carefully to this psalm that
proclaims that a leader protects and serves those who are
defenseless, vulnerable, and victims of injustice. What better
way to anticipate the second week of Advent than to find a
way to treat with kindness a victim of injustice? What better
way to “think in harmony,” as St. Paul states in the second
reading, than to seek reconciliation with a family member or
friend? Keep in mind St. Paul’s instruction to “welcome one
another, then, as Christ welcomes you.”

The reading from Romans today speaks of endurance,
encouragement, unity, harmony, and hope. Each day this
week, as you contemplate John the Baptist’s call to repent,
read Romans 15:4-9 and choose a different phrase to ponder.





