
MR. SASSER’S CLASS

email: msasser@csdo.org

(Email is the best way to contact me.)

Welcome to Mr. Sasser’s class.  You will find that escape is impossible.

My mission is two-fold:

1) Teach math so students can effectively apply concepts to solve a variety of different 
problems.

2) Manage a class where students feel safe, confident, and emboldened to try new things 
and learn from their mistakes.

What follows is a brief summarization of how we will accomplish these goals.

Homework

Homework is submitted via Google Classroom and hard copies are brought to class. If a 
homework assignment is not completed, the student’s parents will receive an email, and the 
student may submit the assignment by next class period for half credit.  If the assignment is 
not finished by the next class, the student will receive a zero.

Math in my class is not merely a series of steps to be memorized.  To promote a deep 
understanding of mathematical concepts, students will often be asked to do a single 
problem multiple ways.  To receive full credit on homework assignments, students must 
complete homework as assigned (for example, if I say, “do each of these problems three 
ways,” each problem must be done three ways).  

(Note:  A detailed list of homework protocols is attached at the end of this syllabus.

Test Retakes

Any math test may be retaken once to earn a better grade.  (For clarification, students could 
technically retake every single test one time, though I don’t recommend it).  If a test is 
retaken, the score on the second test will be recorded, even if the score is lower than the 
score the student received on the first test.  

To be eligible to retake a test, a student must meet with Mr. Sasser on their time, and 
arrange a study plan so that they will improve their grade.  A detailed list of the protocol can 
be found on the 6th Grade Math Google Classroom page.



Powerschool

Assignments are posted on Powerschool the day they are assigned.  Although the official 
timetable for updating Powerschool is every two weeks, grades for individual math 
assignments will be entered asap after the assignment is graded. Usually—I’d estimate 
about 75% of the time—I have test grades posted the same day they are administered.  The 
other 25% of the time they will be posted the next day.  I highly recommend students and 
parents make a habit of checking powerschool at least once a week.  The grade will always 
be current in math.

Khan Academy

Students can see Khan Academy assignments and their due dates on the Khan Academy 
website, on Google Classroom, and on Powerschool.  Students are given two weeks to 
finish a Khan Academy assignment.  To receive full credit, students must achieve “proficient” 
level (answer at least 70% of the questions correctly).  If a student does not answer at least 
70% of the questions correctly, the student will receive a score that reflects the percentage 
of questions they answered correctly (e.g. if a student answers 4 out of 7 questions 
correctly, they will receive 57%).  

Waiting until the last minute to do a Khan Academy assignment is not a good idea.  
Students run the risk of getting stuck, or having the power go out the night before an 
assignment is due.  Students have at least two weeks to complete Khan Academy 
assignments, which is plenty of time to see me for help if there is a problem.  NO LATE 
KHAN ACADEMY ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED.  

Extra Help

Mr. Sasser is available for help every Monday, Wednesday, and Thursday morning from 
7:30am to 7:55am.

Students should come prepared to ask specific questions (e.g. “I’m having difficulty on 
problem number 4, because I forgot what to do when two fractions have unlike 
denominators.”).  Morning study hall should not be used to begin an assignment.  

Morning study hall is a great opportunity for students to get help at math.  While I do try to 
promote an atmosphere where students can be comfortable and have fun, it is important for 
them to recognize that my study hall is a time for focused learning. If a student is repeatedly 
disruptive, they will be asked to leave the class.  They will only be allowed into the class in 
the morning if they have questions about Math.



Punctuality

When the lunch bell rings, students must be in their lines within 60 seconds.  If they are 
tardy, I begin taking away classroom break time.  (Time wasted on the simple process of 
lining up—which all students have done since preschool—will be taken back).  Individuals 
who are habitually tardy will lose recess privileges.

Conduct

Conduct is taken very seriously in this class.  Incoming parents and their children often tell 
me they hear my class is fun.  Rarely do they ever mention they’ve heard I’m strict, but it’s 
true—I am an absolute tyrant when it comes to maintaining control of my class.  I maintain 
control of my class by establishing clear routines, designing an engaging curriculum, 
ensuring rules and the rationale behind the rules are understood, and by consistently 
enforcing the rules.  My reason for this is simple: to keep the students safe. Students 
thrive academically, emotionally, and socially when they feel safe.  As such, the middle 
school discipline policy will be strictly enforced.  

Rewards

My philosophy is to balance negative consequences with positive rewards.  Therefore, if an 
entire class turns in six consecutive homework assignments on time, I (or my wife) will bake 
a treat for the entire class (brownies, cookies, etc.).  I will also do the same for every Khan 
Academy assignment that is completed by the entire class.  My goal with these rewards is to 
create a culture where students are determined to try their best.

I’m very excited to be your teacher.  It’s going to be a great year.

Mike Sasser/Mr. Sasser


