
 

Saint Peter Catholic Parish 

100 Francis Street, Mary Esther, Florida 32569   Phone (850) 581-2556    
Fax (850) 581-2640   www.stpeter.ptdiocese.org 

MASSES 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m. 

Sunday: 9:30 a.m. 
 

Weekday: 
Mon., Wed., Thurs. & Fri. 8:00 a.m. 

SACRAMENTS 
Reconciliation 

Saturday: 8:30— 10:00 a.m.  
And by appointment 

 
Information on Sacraments of  

Baptism, Matrimony and 
Anointing of the Sick may be 

obtained at 
www.stpeter.ptdiocese.org 

PARISH OFFICE &  
LIBRARY HOURS 
Monday-Thursday  
8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. 

SERVING YOU 
 

Pastor 
Reverend Paul T. White 

pastor@stpeter.ptdiocese.org 
 

Deacon 
Deacon Tony DeCotis 

decotisa@clergy.ptdiocese.org 
 

Parish Administrator  
Mr. Paul Johansen 

johansenp@stpeter.ptdiocese.org 

 
Parish Administrative Assistant 

Mrs. Ana M. Livoti Fails 
office@stpeter.ptdiocese.org 

 

Director of Religious Education 
Mrs. Susie Rushlau 

(850)581-7263 
dre@stpeter.ptdiocese.org 

 

Director of Music Ministry 
Tyler Acosta 

music@stpeter.ptdiocese.org 

MISSION  
STATEMENT 

 

The people of  

Saint Peter Parish  

are committed to 

serve Christ as faithful  

stewards centered  

on the  

Eucharist bringing  

His Word to life  

in the  

community  

leading all people  

to a closer  

relationship  

with God. 

This is an ad free bulletin.  
This space is reserved for bulletin content when needed. 



                                    January 9, 2022 The Baptism of the Lord                                                                                                                   January 9, 2022 The Baptism of the Lord  
                                                     Is 40:1-5, 9-11/ Acts 10:34-38 / Lk 3:15-16, 21-22                                                                     

 

In Loving Memory and lasting 

peace for all who have died, especially 

our parishioner Jerry Mullins , and  

Norma Woods, mother of our  

parishioner Rick Grecco. Pray for the 

consolation of the families as they 

mourn the loss of their loved one. 

 
 
 
 

Recognizable Offering ................ $35,598.00 

Loose Cash .................................... $1,659.55 

Total Weekly Offering ................. $37,257.55 

(December 25, 2021 thru January 2, 2022) 

Mass Attendance Jan 1/2 .........................  201  
 

 

 

 

Jan 10 - 16 

Monday ................ John Jairo Gutierrez(liv) 

Wednesday ........... Beatriz Giraldo(liv) 

Thursday .............. Ana M. Livoti(liv) 

Friday ................... Maryann Crossfield(+) 

Saturday ............... Robert Tinney(+) 

Sunday ................. Karen Cargill(+)(9:30 a.m.) 

Saint Peter Parish Prayer Chain: For  prayer  needs, 

contact Angela Zangerle at (808)295-2587 or email her at 

stpeter.prayerchain@gmail.com  
 

Hospitalized Parishioners: If you or  a fam ily m em -

ber are hospitalized, please call the Parish Office, otherwise 

we have no way of knowing who in our parish is there. 
 

In Your Daily Prayers, Please Remember our  

parishioners who are deployed and: 
 

Monday  Johanna Adam *, Lois Lange*, Karen 

Chasteen 
 

Tuesday  Danny Labatte, Margie McKay*, Ana Li-

voti* 
 

Wednesday  Gordon Pritchard*, Aurora Beard  
  

Thursday  Pam  Bauchw itz*, Lucille Kesler, Johan-

na Malura, Eric Stockbridge 
 

Friday  Doug Babiak*, Cheryl Darby, Arlene 

Brehmer 
 

Saturday  Cynthia Dixon, John Anthony Buttler  
 

Sunday  Karen Clayton*, Paul Livoti, Heidi Tye* 
 

*Indicates our parishioners.  

Please contact the church office if anyone can be 

Why did Jesus have to be bap-
tized? Did he have original sin 
like us or was there another rea-
son to be baptized? 
 

J esus is God and did not have original 

sin like us. He is like us in all things ex-

cept sin. The baptisms John performed did not 

free people from their original sin. The people 

who came to John to be baptized were declar-

ing that they were going to change their ways 

and reform their lives. They promised to turn 

away from sin and follow the commandments. 

The baptism of Jesus was different. When Je-

sus was baptized, God revealed who Jesus is 

and commissioned him to begin his mission on 

earth. 

   There were three 

significant compo-

nents to Jesus’ bap-

tism. First, the skies 

opened above Jesus. 

The prophet Isaiah 

prayed that God 

would tear open the sky and come down to 

earth (Isaiah 63). This was a sign to the people 

that God was coming down to earth. A new era 

was beginning. God was no longer “locked up” 

in the heavens. 

   Second, the Spirit of God, in the form of a 

dove, descended from the sky and hovered 

over Jesus and the water. This takes us back to 

the first moments of creation when the spirit of 

God hovered over the waters. The Spirit was a 

sign to the people that a new creation was be-

ing made. 

   Finally, a voice declared that Jesus is the Son 

of God. Jesus is the new Adam, who will begin 

the new creation. Let us call the Holy Spirit to 

be within our hearts and send us forth, as Jesus 

was sent, to proclaim a new creation founded 

on the love and peace of our Savior. 

  Fr. Paul J. Coury, CSsR / 

              Sundaybulletin@Liguori.org 

A s we celebrate this feast of the Baptism of the Lord, we can study His actions at the Jordan 

River as a powerful example of servant leadership. We see in Jesus a type of leadership that 

is characterized by humility and leading by example.  

   Certainly, the sinless Savior did not need a baptism of repentance! But Jesus humbly made 

Himself one with his people to draw us to Him and create a relationship with us so that we 

would be open to His teachings and influence. As a servant leader, we also see that Jesus leads 

by example. He doesn’t just tell the people they need to be baptized. He shows them how and 

does it Himself to teach them. To lead like Jesus, we, too, must “walk the walk” and not just 

“talk the talk.” If we want those who we lead to be generous and hard-working, then we must show them how to do 

this by demonstrating generosity and hard work ourselves.  

   Immediately after His baptism, we learn of the powerful affirmation of the Father who opens the heavens, sends 

the Holy Spirit upon Jesus in bodily form, and says audibly, “This is my beloved Son with whom I am well-pleased.” 

Let us be filled with gratitude for our amazing God and be reminded that when we are grateful followers of Jesus 

and servant-leaders in imitation of Him, the Father will be well-pleased with us, too.  

All P.R.E.P. resumes Sunday, January 9, 2022. 
 

Adult & K-5 will meet from 10:30 - 11:45 a.m. 
SPYRIT youth groups will meet at 6:30 p.m. 

New or interested in growing their faith parishioners are 
always welcome to join!  

Taking Up Christ’s 
Ministry 

B efore the Second Vatican Council, ministry 

was considered by many to be a Protestant 

word, and the religious leader who did it was 

called a minister. Catholics had priests and 

bishops who received and administered sacra-

ments. Religious women did the Church’s work 

in schools and hospitals. The council turned 

our understanding of Church membership in-

side out. We’ve come to realize that with bap-

tism — not ordination or religious profession 

— comes the responsibility  of ministry. Catho-

lics and Protestants alike understand their 

commitment to justice and peace is a genuine 

ministry that seeks to establish God’s reign in 

our world. 

   Many interpreters believe that the account of 

Jesus’ baptism points to the inauguration of 

his own ministry. The theology expressed is 

certainly Trinitarian (the voice, Jesus identi-

fied as Son, and the dove). However, the reve-

lation of his true identity occurs as he begins 

preaching and healing. Some say his baptism 

was meant to strengthen him as he began his 

public life. Others believe it was meant to 

strengthen his disciples. 

   Today we maintain that by baptism we are 

all children of God. Vatican II has enlightened 

us as to what this really means. Pope Francis 

has reminded us that by virtue of our baptism 

we are missionary disciples (see Evangelii 
Gaudium, 120). In other words, as disciples we 

follow Jesus, learning from him. As missionar-

ies we go out to spread his Good News to oth-

ers. It is now for us to take up the ministry 

where he left off, to be faithful servants with 

whom God is well pleased. 

Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA 

6TH ANNUAL  
EMERALD COAST  
WALK FOR LIFE! 

January 15th, 2022  
at 11:00 a.m.  

 Maritime Park, Pensacola 

Speaker Event with  
Kristan Hawkins, President 

of  Students for Life of 
America and Students for 

Life Action plus other  
informative speakers. 

New Series  
Begins   

 

January 9th  
 

Adult Faith  
Sundays  

10:30-11:45 a.m. 
 

Come join us for coffee & conversation! 


