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20/2o WINNERS 

 Week 9 
Robert Pothier 

Margaret Donovan 

August 9,2020 

Important Dates to Remember: 
    First Communion Ceremony on Saturday, 

October 3rd at 11:00 am 
    Confirmation Ceremony on Sunday, October 

18th at 2:00 pm 
Families should be receiving information in the 

mail shortly.  We are trying to ensure the safety of 
everyone during these difficult times.  If there are  
any questions please contact John Arasimowicz at 

413-822-1297. 

In a catechesis live-streamed from the Apostolic Library on 
Wednesday morning, Pope Francis assures Christians that 
despite the Covid-19 pandemic continuing to infect and kill 
people, with many, especially the poor, going through 
uncertain times because of socio-economic problems, God’s 
Kingdom of healing and of salvation is present, as Jesus 
assures us in Luke’s Gospel. Healing through faith, hope and 
charity -This Kingdom of justice and peace, manifested 
through works of charity, he says, increases and strengthens 
faith.  Through faith, hope and charity, the Holy Spirit not 

only heals us but also make us healers.  These virtues “open us to new horizons, even while we are 
navigating the difficult waters of our time”.  A renewed contact with the “Gospel of faith, of hope and of 
love”, the Pope says, will enable us “to transform the roots of our physical infirmity and the destructive 
practices that separate us from each other, threatening the human family and our planet”. 
Physical, social and spiritual healing —In his numerous miracles, the Holy Father notes, Jesus “heals 
not only the physical evil but the entire person”.  By restoring “the person back to the community, He 
liberates the person from isolation”.   The Pope particularly focuses on the healing of the paralytic at 
Capernaum, who was lowered down to Jesus from a hole in the roof.  Moved by their faith, Jesus first 
says to the paralytic, “Child, your sins are forgiven”.  And then, as a visible sign, He adds, “Rise, pick up 
your mat, and go home”.  “Jesus’s action is a direct response to the faith of those people, to the hope 
they put in Him”, and to the love they show for each other. Jesus not only heals the paralytic but also 
forgives his sins and renews his and his friends’ lives as if they are reborn. “It is a physical and spiritual 
healing, the fruit of personal and social contact”, the Pope says, wondering how much Jesus’ encounter 
and His healing action must have helped this friendship and faith grow in that house.  The Holy Father 
reminds Christians that as disciples of Jesus, the doctor of souls and bodies, we too are called to 
continue “His work of healing and salvation” in a physical, social and spiritual sense.  Church’s social 
teaching —Although the Church carries out Christ’s healing grace through the Sacraments and 
provides healthcare services in the remotest corners of the planet, the Pope says, she is not an expert in 
the prevention or the cure of the pandemic and does not provide specific socio-political pointers. This 
job, as Pope Saint Paul VI pointed out, belongs to political and social leaders.  However, over the 
centuries, the Church, by the light of the Gospel, has developed fundamental social principles that can 
help us move forward in preparing the future that we need. Principles such as the dignity of the 
person, the notion of the common good, the preferential option for the poor, the universal destination 
of goods, solidarity, subsidiarity, care for our common home, the Pope says, express the virtues of 
faith, hope and love in different ways.  These principles, the Pope points out, will help managers and 
those in authority in the growth of society and help heal the personal and social fabrics during this 
pandemic.   
The Holy Father invites Christians in the coming weeks to reflect with him on these and the pressing 
questions that the pandemic has revealed, especially the social ills. This will be one in light of the 
Gospel, of the theological virtues and of the principles of the Church’s social doctrine. The Pope hopes 
that they can shed light on today’s acute social problems and contribute to the building of a future of 
hope for future generations. 



 

NAME: ____________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:  _________________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE NUMBER:  ______________________________________ 

 

CELL PHONE NUMBER:  _______________________________________ 

Please take the time to update your contact information for the parish records. 

Just a reminder that MASKS are required for 
Mass.  Weather permitting we will continue to 

celebrate weekend Masses outdoors. 

Sunday  9 a.m. Mass is being streamed on the 
parish web page.  Thank you Mike Wheeler. 

At this time we cannot make home visits or 
nursing home or hospital visits, but I can speak 

with your loved ones on the phone.  Call in 
advance so we can make arrangements.  I have 
had several blessed occasions to be able to pray 

and offer a blessings to some of our parishioners 
who have gone to God. 

The Most Blessed 
Sacrament is still 

reserved in the church 
and the candle still burns 
as a reminder of the real 

presence of the 
Lord.  Again, you can 

request a candle to burn 
for your intention.  Call 

the rectory with your 
request. 

Funerals are permitted in the church.  Your funeral director will inform you 
of the conditions that need to be observed. 

 

 

 

 

 Please consider signing up to give your 
donations to our parish online.  It is very easy to 
do.  You can donate either with a credit card or a 

check and choose how much you would like to 
give and how often: weekly, monthly, semi-

monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or annually. 
You can go directly to the website at https://

stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign up. We 
thank you for your generosity during these 

difficult times. 

https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/
https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUG 9th  
Sunday: 1 Kgs 19:9a, 11-13a/Ps 85:9, 10, 11-12, 13-

14 [8]/Rom 9:1-5/Mt 14:22-33 
Monday: 2 Cor 9:6-10/Ps 112:1-2, 5-6, 7-8, 9 [5]/

Jn 12:24-26 
Tuesday: Ez 2:8—3:4/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 

131 [103a]/Mt 18:1-5, 10, 12-14 
Wednesday: Ez 9:1-7; 10:18-22/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-

6 [4b]/Mt 18:15-20 
Thursday: Ez 12:1-12/Ps 78:56-57, 58-59, 61-62 

[cf. 7b]/Mt 18:21—19:1 
Friday: Ez 16:1-15, 60, 63 or 16:59-63/Is 12:2-3, 

4bcd, 5-6 [1c]/Mt 19:3-12 
Saturday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/Ps 

132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14 [8]1 Cor 15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-
28. Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Ps 45:10, 11, 12, 

16 [10bc]/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56 

Saturday, August 8th 
Jimmy Ziter-Birthday Remembrance 
Requested by Sharon 

   

  4:00 PM 

Sunday, August 9th  
Samuel McGovern-9th Anniversary 
Requested by Family  
 
Jim Archey  
Requested by Linda & Bob McNeice 
 
Sanctuary Candle 
Angelo “Buzz” Buzzanco 
Requested by Family  

   9:00 AM 

 

 

  11:30 AM 

Monday, August 10th 
Harry—Happy 3rd Birthday 

   9:00 AM 

Tuesday, August 11th   12:10 PM 

Wednesday, August 12th   12:10 PM 

Thursday, august 13th   12:10 PM 

Friday, August 14th 
Edward Mickowitz 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, August 15th 
Donald & William F. Laughran, Mary 
Ann Pierce   
Requested by Don & Mary’s Families 
& Amy Davidson 

   4:00 PM 

AUGUST 9, 2020 
19TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Be still and know that I am God. Silence is sacred. 
Silence speaks the language of the soul and is the 

foundation of all life and eternity itself. Silence 
takes us beyond the limits of our minds and allows 

us to seek and to love the essence of all love, 
perfect love, and being. In silence, we can be non-
verbally present to things and to God in ways that 

words cannot accomplish. We can discover, 
encounter, and be present to truths that our minds 

struggle to conceive and then set aside the boxes 
we put around things when comprehending them 
is challenging. We can know the unknowable and 
touch eternity when we encounter the core silence 
in our souls. We can do this even on a noisy street 
and in the midst of the greatest distraction. Once 
we have made friends with silence, the rambling 

noise of the world no longer seems to matter, and 
we can carry a deep forgiving peace within us, 

even when physical silence cannot be found. We 
know that we are loved, cared for, sustained, 
nourished, embraced, and carried. There is 

nothing to fear in silence, and I can be present to 
myself in the same way that God is present to me. 
I can see myself as God sees me. All of my faults, 

weaknesses, imperfections, failings, and sinfulness 
melt away in the abundance of God’s mercy. All of 

the worldly things we see as being important no 
longer are. It is in silence that all of the barriers 

that divide us disappear. There is no more “yours” 
and “mine” but only the oneness of “ours.” There 
is no longer a need to “figure things out,” and we 
tap into our desire to simply let things be. Silence 
is creative and powerful and gives us hope. Silence 

is God’s greatest blessing. God became one with 
humanity in silence. It allows us to be one with all 
of creation, with the moon and the stars and all of 
the creatures God has made. The smallest particle 
of creation radiates with beauty. Silence allows us 
to soar beyond ourselves and connect in ways that 
the mind can only imagine. When all is quiet, we 
begin to see that it is only our fear that keeps us 

from the Lord. It is our fear that causes us to sink 
and to fail. We can hear the gentle whisper that 

tells us to reach for God’s hand. We discover that 
we yearn for the salvation and wholeness that only 

God can give to us. Be still my soul and be at 
peace. 


