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20/2o WINNERS 

 Week 10 
Geraldine Dahrouge 

Margaret Dunlop 

Important Dates to Remember: 
    First Communion Ceremony on Saturday, 

October 3rd at 11:00 am 
    Confirmation Ceremony on Sunday, October 

18th at 2:00 pm 
Families should be receiving information in the 

mail shortly.  We are trying to ensure the safety of 
everyone during these difficult times.  If there are  
any questions please contact John Arasimowicz at 

413-822-1297. 

Pope at Angelus: Gospel calls us to trusting 
abandonment to God 

Pope Francis reflects on the Gospel account of 
Jesus calming the storm, reminding us that Jesus 
“is the Father’s hand who never abandons us.”  In 

his Angelus reflection on the readings from 
Sunday’s Mass, Pope Francis said the Gospel 

account of Jesus walking on the water “is a call to 
abandon ourselves trustingly to God in every 

moment of our life, especially in moments of trial 
and fear.” 

The Gospel tells how Jesus, walking on the water in 
the midst of a storm, calls Peter to come to him on 

the water. Peter takes a few steps, but becomes frightened and begins to sink. He calls to Jesus, 
“Lord, save me!” and “Jesus grasps him by the hand and says to him, ‘O man of little faith, why did 
you doubt’.”   Jesus, the strong and faithful hand of the Father. “When we have strong feelings of 
doubt and fear and we seem to be sinking, we must not be ashamed to cry out, like Peter: ‘Lord, 

save me’.” Pope Francis said that this prayer is like knocking on God's heart and Jesus's heart. "We 
can repeat it many times," he said. The Pope then invited us to contemplate Jesus’s action: “Jesus is 
the Father’s hand, who never abandons us, the strong and faithful hand of the Father, who always 

and only wants what is good for us.” God, the Pope said, recalling the Old Testament reading, is not 
in “the hurricane, the fire, the earthquake,” but rather comes to us in “the light breeze, that never 

imposes itself, but asks to be heard.” The Pope reminded us that God knows how weak our faith is, 
and how difficult our journey is. “But He is the Risen One, the Lord who went through death in 

order to lead us back to safety. Even before we begin to seek Him, He is present beside us.”  Maybe 
in the dark, we cry out: 'Lord, Lord!' thinking He is far away. And He says, 'I am here.' Ah, He 

was with me! That is the Lord."   
The boat, the image of the Church.   

In the Gospel story, the Pope said, “the boat at the mercy of the storm is the image of the Church, 
which in every age encounters headwinds, very harsh trials at times.” He noted in particular 

“certain long and persistent persecutions” in the twentieth century, and added "and even today in 
certain places".  In such times, he continued, the Church “may be tempted to think God has 

abandoned her.” However, he said, “it is precisely in those moments that the witness of faith, the 
witness of love, the witness of hope shines the most.” The “presence of the Risen Christ in His 

Church,” the Pope said, “gives the grace of witness unto martyrdom, from which buds new 
Christians and fruit of reconciliation and peace for the entire world.” 



 

NAME: ____________________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS:  _________________________________________________ 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS:  ____________________________________________ 

 

HOME PHONE NUMBER:  ______________________________________ 

 

CELL PHONE NUMBER:  _______________________________________ 

Please take the time to update your contact information for the parish records. 

Just a reminder that MASKS are required for 
Mass.  Weather permitting we will continue to 

celebrate weekend Masses outdoors. 

Sunday  9 a.m. Mass is being streamed on the 
parish web page.  Thank you Mike Wheeler. 

At this time we cannot make home visits or 
nursing home or hospital visits, but I can speak 

with your loved ones on the phone.  Call in 
advance so we can make arrangements.  I have 
had several blessed occasions to be able to pray 

and offer a blessings to some of our parishioners 
who have gone to God. 

The Most Blessed 
Sacrament is still 

reserved in the church 
and the candle still burns 
as a reminder of the real 

presence of the 
Lord.  Again, you can 

request a candle to burn 
for your intention.  Call 

the rectory with your 
request. 

Funerals are permitted in the church.  Your funeral director will inform you 
of the conditions that need to be observed. 

 

 

 

 

 Please consider signing up to give your 
donations to our parish online.  It is very easy to 
do.  You can donate either with a credit card or a 

check and choose how much you would like to 
give and how often: weekly, monthly, semi-

monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or annually. 
You can go directly to the website at https://

stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign up. We 
thank you for your generosity during these 

difficult times. 

https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/
https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/


READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF AUG. 16TH 
Sunday: Is 56:1, 6-7/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 [4]/Rom 11:13-

15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-28 
Monday: Ez 24:15-24/Dt 32:18-19, 20, 21 [cf. 18a]/Mt 

19:16-22 
Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10/Dt 32:26-27ab, 27cd-28, 30, 

35cd-36ab [39c]/Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/Mt 

20:1-16 
Thursday: Ez 36:23-28/Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 [Ez 

36:25]/Mt 22:1-14 
Friday: Ez 37:1-14/Ps 107:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [1]/Mt 

22:34-40 
Saturday: Ez 43:1-7ab/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 

[cf. 10b]/Mt 23:1-12 

Saturday, August 15th 
Donald & William F. Laughran, Mary 
Ann Pierce   
Requested by Don & Mary’s Families 
& Amy Davidson 

   

  4:00 PM 

Sunday, August 16th 
Nick & Marion Makes 
Requested by Family  
 
Charles E. & Stella M. Murphy 
Requested by Family Son, Frank 

   9:00 AM 

 

 

  11:30 AM 

Monday, August 17th    9:00 AM 

Tuesday, August 18th   12:10 PM 

Wednesday, August 19th 
For the Parish 

  12:10 PM 

Thursday, August 20th 
Frances Lysonski 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Friday, August 21st  
Jim Archey  
Requested by Natasha Rocheleau 

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, August 22nd 
John Harte-2nd Anniversary 
Requested by Family  

   4:00 PM 

AUGUST 16, 2020 
20TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

We are hardwired for wholeness and crave it. When 
something is broken, we want it fixed. If a part of our 
body is not working properly, we want it healed. How 

often do we find ourselves saying, “I’m tired of 
struggling with this cold, I can’t wait for my surgery to 

heal, or I want my treatments to make me better.” 
Wholeness and healing restore our relationships and 
make us free to love as we desire. We know very well 
how our limitations, imperfections, and brokenness 
really limit us. They can easily prevent us from being 

and doing what we want to do. Our physical and 
emotional wounds and maladies are easier to identify. 

If my back hurts, I feel it and know what part of my 
body needs attention. If I am feeling intense anger, I 
can identify the emotion and take necessary steps to 

uncover its cause. Being persistent often brings greater 
and quicker results. But will pursuing and even 

achieving our physical and emotional healings really be 
enough? We forget that there is a deeper healing that 
we seek and desperately need. As we look around at 
humanity, there are some physical and emotional 

wounds and scars that cannot be made whole. They are 
limitations that must remain and, for one reason or 

another, cannot be rectified. Does this mean that the 
wholeness and healing that my being longs for is not 

possible for me? Must I settle with less than what God 
promises? The answer is no. Ultimately, there is a 

desire that goes deeper than the physical and 
emotional. It is a desire that resides in our soul. What 
we really seek and thirst for is healing and wholeness 

for our soul. Inner strength, conviction, focus, 
grounding, love, hope, faith, courage, determination, 
peace, and connectedness are all words that center us 

on eternity. They direct us to a presence we discover in 
our core, which is none other than the presence of God. 

In God, we are healed. When we are persistent in 
reaching out to and establishing our relationship with 

God, real healing and wholeness begin to happen.  
There are some limitations and some of our 

brokenness with which we may simply have to live. 
This does not mean that we have to abandon our 

journey to wholeness and healing. If we have done our 
inner soul work, we have worked toward and acquired 

what and who we ultimately need and desire. 


