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Saturday-4:00 PM 
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The 9 AM Mass is streamed live at 
stjoepittsfield.com & on the Parish App 
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 January 31, 2021  

Just a reminder that MASKS 
are required for Mass.    

Remember your loved one by 
reserving a Sanctuary Candle. Please 

call the rectory at 413-445-5789 

Please consider signing up to give your donations to our parish online.  It is 
very easy to do.  You can donate either with a credit card or a check and 

choose how much you would like to give and how often: weekly, monthly, 
semi-monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or annually. You can go directly to 

the website at https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign up. We 
thank you for your generosity during these difficult times. 

Embracing Change in Christ 
 

It’s officially one month since we popped the champagne, toasted 2021 and wrote down a list of 
resolutions. This is usually the time when we start to take a good, hard look in the mirror to assess what 

we have done — or have not done — with the first month of this brand-new year.   
New years can be scary, can’t they? Full of promise, sure, but also full of room for failure. Full of space 

for our old baggage, old fears and the continuation of old mistakes. 
 

The same can be said of Christ, and the new life he offers us, if we are brave enough to accept it. 
Opportunities like that can be intimidating. In that moment, we might find ourselves like the man with 

the unclean spirit crying out: “What have you to do with me, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 
destroy us?” 

 
Jesus is a comforter of the afflicted; he is a consoling figure, but he is also a challenging one. Sometimes 

we have grown attached to our afflictions. The idea of correcting bad habits or forming new ones is 
frankly terrifying to us. We have a voice deep inside who sees Christ and his invitation to repentance, 

and it cries out in fear: “I know who you are!”  
When we live in the present, disavowing the baggage of the past or fear of the future, we submit 

ourselves to the promise of redemption. Let us be brave everyday stewards and invite Christ’s healing 
power into our lives. We won’t regret it. 

https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/


  

 

 

 

Due to the pandemic numbers rising, at this time we will not be able to meet in person. Thank you for 
your help and please continue to work with your children to keep them connected to their faith.  Also, 

we are offering live stream mass at 9 AM every Sunday. Please join us. Until then, stay healthy and 
well. If for some reason you do not receive a packet please contact John Arasimowicz 413-822-1297.   

**Parents please keep an eye on the bulletin and our  website for further updates and information 
regarding our CCD Program. Please join us virtually if you cannot come to church in person for the 9 

o’clock mass every Sunday on  the parish website.  

Confirmation class of 2021 will 
continue to work with Mr. 

Hogue remotely at this time. 
Please continue to work hard 

so you will be well prepared for 
your confirmation in the fall. 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JAN. 31, 2021 
Sunday: Dt 18:15-20/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9 [8]/1 Cor 7:32

-35/Mk 1:21-28 
Monday: Heb 11:32-40/Ps 31:20, 21, 22, 23, 24 [25]/

Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10 [8]/Heb 2:14-18/

Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 
Wednesday: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15/Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-

18a [cf. 17]/Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday: Heb 12:18-19, 21-24/Ps 48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 9, 

10-11 [cf. 10]/Mk 6:7-13 
Friday: Heb 13:1-8/Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc [1a]/Mk 6:14

-29 
Saturday: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 

[1]/Mk 6:30-34 

Saturday, January 30th 
Jimmy Archey  
Requested by Wife, Mary Ann 

   

  4:00 PM 

Sunday, January 31st 
Stella M. Murphy– 24th Anniversary 
Requested by Son, Frank 
 
Pat Trzcinka 
Requested by Jeanette & Family 

   9:00 AM 

 

 

  11:30 AM 

Monday, February 1st 
Gary Brady 
Requested by the Parish 

  12:10 PM 

Tuesday, February 2nd 
Jim McNeice 
Requested by McNeice Family 

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday, February 3rd 
Jason Rochelo 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Thursday, February 4th  
Charles E. Murphy-38th Anniversary 
Requested by Son, Frank 

  12:10 PM 

Friday, February 5th 
Ruby McCauley 
Requested by Carol Moloney 

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, February 6th 
Patricia Trzcinka  
Requested by Lillian Trzepacz  

   4:00 PM 

JANUARY 31, 2021 
4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
Most of us are quiet people who desire to live a good 
and holy life, promote the values and mission of the 

Gospel as best we can and desire to one day inherit the 
surprise of life eternal God promises to us. We are not 
trail blazers. We are simple people who want to do the 
simple things of life well. But there are others who left 

a more profound impact along the way of the paths 
they walked. Folks like Dorothy Day, Martin Luther 

King, Thomas Merton, Gandhi, St. Teresa of Calcutta, 
and many others left lasting impacts and legacies. Like 
Moses, they show us by word and deed who God is and 
what integrity and a purpose driven life look like. They 

show us how to be holy. We need Moses people like 
these to give us inspiration, hope and an example of 

holy living. 
 

We do not need to do what they did or even mirror 
their relationship with God. Each one of us is God’s 

special creation, with a purpose and soul known only to 
us. We need to learn how to open up and bring, without 

compromise, our soul-ness to life. We know when 
someone is authentic and centered because they always 

point to truth, even though they struggle and sin 
themselves, and they embody an unspoken timeless 

wisdom that just sounds and feels right. Jesus taught 
with this same type of authority and it astonished many 

who listened. We do not need to move mountains, 
advance a cause, write books or become notable. All we 
have to do is become credible witnesses of the faith we 

profess. Moses people can teach us how to do this. 
 

St. Oscar Romero was an amazing man and a Moses 
figure for sure. He saw God in the burning bush and 

brought the flame of Gospel faith to the poorest of the 
poor, challenging the evils of the society in which he 
lived. He was tireless and persistent. He must have 

gotten very close to the problem because it cost him his 
life. He suspected it would. St. Romero said, “When we 

leave Mass, we ought to go out the way Moses 
descended Mt Sinai: with his face shining, with his 

heart brave and strong to face the world’s difficulties.” 
We can learn from this wisdom. If we allow the power 

of the Mass to truly transform us, we will leave that 
holy encounter changed. Our face will shine, and we 
will have courage. We can then bring what we have 

received to life’s challenges. That sounds doable, 
doesn’t it? Because of the example of our simple 

holiness, people will be amazed. 


