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 February 7, 2021 

Just a reminder that MASKS 
are required for Mass.    Remember your loved one by 

reserving a Sanctuary Candle. Please 
call the rectory at 413-445-5789 

Please consider 
signing up to give 

your donations to our 
parish online.  It is 

very easy to do.  You 
can donate either 

with a credit card or a 
check and choose how much you would like to 

give and how often: weekly, monthly, semi-
monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or annually. 

You can go directly to the website at https://
stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org to sign up. We 

thank you for your generosity during these 
difficult times. 

Confirmation class of 2021 will 
continue to work with Mr. 

Hogue remotely at this time. 
Please continue to work hard 

so you will be well prepared for 
your confirmation in the fall. 

THE AUDACITY OF HOLINESS 
 

Do you know a holy person? I’m not talking about piety — that’s important, too, in its own way. But 
right now, I’m speaking of holiness. 

 
St. Therese of Lisieux called holiness “a disposition of the heart that makes us humble and little in 

the arms of God, aware of our weakness, and confident — in the most audacious way — in His 
Fatherly goodness.” 

 
The holy person sees a storm on the horizon of life, and rather than give themselves over to fear 

and despair (natural and understandable reactions), regards the gathering winds as an opportunity 
to rely more fully on God. The holy person takes a bad situation and sanctifies it with charity and 

understanding that defies our fallen human nature. 
 

Peter’s mother-in-law was still in the throes of a fever when Jesus grasped her hand. It wasn’t until 
she took his hand and allowed him to help her up that “the fever left her and she waited on them.” 
Before the fever could leave her, she had to commit to holiness — to put her trust in him in a most 

audacious way. She had to find it within herself to lift her weakened hand to grasp his — and as 
soon as she did, she was rewarded. Her bodily health restored, she gave thanks, and attended to his 

needs. 
 

God’s hand is always outstretched to us. Will we take it, even if the fever of sin and pride and 
worldly concerns rages in our souls? Will we muster the strength? Will we be audacious enough to 

have confidence in His Fatherly goodness? 

https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/
https://stjoepittsfield.weshareonline.org/


  

 

 

 

Due to the pandemic numbers rising, at this time we will not be able to meet in person. Thank you for 
your help and please continue to work with your children to keep them connected to their faith.  Also, 

we are offering live stream mass at 9 AM every Sunday. Please join us. Until then, stay healthy and 
well. If for some reason you do not receive a packet please contact John Arasimowicz 413-822-1297.   

**Parents please keep an eye on the bulletin and our  website for further updates and information 
regarding our CCD Program. Please join us virtually if you cannot come to church in person for the 9 

o’clock mass every Sunday on  the parish website.  



READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF FEB. 7, 2021 
Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. 3a]/1 

Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 1:29-39 
Monday: Gn 1:1-19/Ps 104:1-2a, 5-6, 10 and 12, 24 and 

35c [31b]/Mk 6:53-56 
Tuesday: Gn 1:20—2:4a/Ps 8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [2ab]/Mk 

7:1-13 
Wednesday: Gn 2:4b-9, 15-17/Ps 104:1-2a, 27-28, 

29bc-30 [1a]/Mk 7:14-23 
Thursday: Gn 2:18-25/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 1a]/Mk 

7:24-30 
Friday: Gn 3:1-8/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7 [1a]/Mk 7:31-37 

Saturday: Gn 3:9-24/Ps 90:2, 3-4abc, 5-6, 12-13 [1]/
Mk 8:1-10 

Saturday, February 6th 
Patricia Trzcinka  
Requested by Lillian Trzepacz  

   

  4:00 PM 

Sunday, February 7th 
Frank Segala  
Requested by Family  
 
For the Parish 

   9:00 AM 

 

  11:30 AM 

Monday, February 8th 
Anna Hutchinson 
Requested by Bill Turner 

  12:10 PM 

Tuesday, February 9th 
Rita & Joseph DeAngelis 
Love, Your Family, Mabel & Louis 
Gagnon, John Gagnon, Jackie Scutt 

  12:10 PM 

Wednesday, February 10th 
Matthew Mastalerz 
Requested by Family  

  12:10 PM 

Thursday, February 11th 
Patricia Trzcinka  
Requested by Pat Momnie 

  12:10 PM 

Friday, February 12th 
Anna Hutchinson 
Requested by Pat Momnie 

  12:10 PM 

Saturday, February 13th 
Honor of Deacon George Kentor 

   4:00 PM 

FEBRUARY 7, 2021 
5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

 
If I only knew then what I know now, how different life 
would be. This sentiment, expressed in myriad ways, is 

found on every human being’s lips at one point or 
another. Life may have brought us to a vulnerable place 

where we see some of the poor choices we made and 
the effects they are having. Perhaps we fell into some 

destructive and dysfunctional relationships or 
behaviors and are finding how they held us captive. 

Our zeal and passion for life may have drifted away and 
we are waking up to the reasons apathy has taken hold. 

Life can be hard. In fact, some would describe their 
lives as a drudgery. They walk through each day with 

an anxious unsettledness, wondering when their 
restlessness will cease. There is a temptation to believe 

that what I see is all I will get. Mortality and 
hopelessness await the dawn. If I could only have 

known what would come in the future, I could have 
made better choices and avoided all of this misery! 

Really? While we can certainly give into weakness, sin, 
impulsiveness, and idiosyncrasies that cause us to 

stumble over ourselves, life is really a journey. If we 
don’t make the mistake of wallowing in the mire of self-

pity and realize the new life God is calling us to, then 
there are thrills, adventures, surprises, and soul-
searching graces we can surely miss. We are not 

tethered to our past nor are we bound to the ills life can 
bring upon us. We are never hopeless or helpless. The 
problem is that our myopic vision only allows us to see 

the misery and misfortune that is before us, not the 
potential that can come from choosing healthier and 
more life-giving options. Jesus came that we might 

have fullness of life. We need to learn how to reach for 
Jesus’ hand and let him help us to our feet.   We need 
to allow God into our pain and heal our past. We have 
to wrestle with our histories, agonize and search and 
cry out for the Divine healing we need to restore our 
faith, hope, and love. Job could not see how his story 

would end or trust the guidance of the God who called 
him. We live in that same blindness and suffer from the 
same lack of confidence. Once we allow ourselves to be 
touched by God’s healing power, we begin to see that 
all of the pieces of our lives are necessary parts of a 

greater whole. Along the way of our lives, God uses our 
omissions and failures to create new things and 

possibilities. When doors close, others open and we can 
be amazed by the joyful and unexpected surprises we 
receive. Once we know the power of God’s creative, 

healing, life-giving, forgiving, and dynamic presence, it 
is no wonder we want to put ourselves at the service of 

others and show them what life can be. 


